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To the: right Werſhipful Sir Chorler Herboard, Knight 
To the Worlhipful Sir Richard Franklin, Knight, Fobn Ry 
Eſq; Edward Ironfide, Eſq; Richard Beresf-rd, Eſq And to the 
Gentlemen, Yeomen, and the reſt of the Inhabitants of the Pa- 
ziſh of Riekyerſeorth, | 
-T is the Cuſtom of. our Country ( and it I miſtake not, a 
: Statute Law of. the Nation) that children ſhould be kept and 
maintained by thoſe "hep in which they were born, This - 
N book, (which treateth of the Babe of Grace; was conceived 
» in your Pariſh, brought forth io your Pulpit, and now preſenteth 
| it (cf to you ( not for your proteRtion and patronage, but ) for 
your peruſal and and prachice. | 
I confeſs that I am bound to many of you in courteſie, to all in 
| duty; and Lknow not better how toexpreſs my thankfulne(s to 
K ſome, and my faithfulneſs to all, then by dealing uprightly with 
you in the concexnments of your ſouls. - God is my witneſs whom I 
} ( deſixe to ) ſerve with my Spirit in the Goſpel of bis Son, that without Kom. 1.» 
ceaſing, I make mention of you always in my prayers, And can through 
the ſtrength of Chriſt, much more rejoyce in one of your converlt- 
ons, thertin all your poſlcfhons. Ye know what a large Epiltle I To the 
have already written toyou ( Lbeſcechyou to read it often, and ) Reader, , 
O that the Lord would write it within you. We live in days that i* Hell 
are-full of diviſion, but-all that have any face of religion, or form "_ _ | 
wt ; , pi» 
of godline(s, will acknowledg the things which I have written to ;gmized. 
you, to be the conm\mandments of God. My chief work is, and . 
hath been to preach unto you Repentence towards God, and faith in 
$ our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which are ot {ach inhinite weight in order to 
y. your unchangeable weltares. And could I prevail with you hear- 
f 


tily to embrace thoſe «ſc ntials of Gods word, I ſhoald have conti- 
dence of your joytul appearance in the other world. *Tis a fign of a 
very foul ttomach, to loath ſuch (olid food as thole vitals of Chrifti- 
anity arc, and to pick at Kickſhaws or Sallads, ( I mean cither } 
the new- fangled opimons of fome uptiart way, or the vain flouriſhes 
ot human wit, . © how gladly would 1 ftand forth to your com- 
fort at the judgment ſcat of Chriſt ! which that I may, I carnelily 
vequeſt you againand again ( inobedience to your blefled Saviour, 
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and for the ſake of your precious ſauls) to. ponder and practice theſe 
three particulars. Conkider, that/they are notonly commended to 
you by. your weakand dying Miniſter, but commanded you by your 
Midker, wliowill within a drotitne reckori with you tor*rhe per- 
formance of them. - town wc logo 221.07 
Firft, Make conſcience of, and be diligent about the means of grace; 


neglect not fecret,private, or pub'ick ordinances. :Your bodics may. 


as probably live without diet, as your ſouls witbqut duties. - This is 
Gods way by which he infuſeth grace where it is wanting, and in- 
creaſeth grace where if is, As the head by the nerves aud finews'as 
organs, conveyeth animal ſpirits to the' whole body; ſo doth the 
Churches head Chriſt Jeſas by ordinances: convey his Spirit' and 
grace to his members. Doth not experience teach you, that-your 
hearts are like water, though heated a little while over the fire of 
the means of grace, yet-are no ſooner-taken off, but they arc returning 
to their tormer coldyeſs ?-Mariners that ſwim againſt-wind and tidc, 
mult row.hard and continue at it 3it the y-intermit but a little while, 
how fac and-how forcibly are they carried backwards ! It is not «#- 
krown to you(it ye have any kuowledg in ſpiritual affairs)how buſily 
and unwcearicdly the Devil, world and fleſh;are drawing you to hell; 
it highly.concerneth you to be always,by dutiss, fetching in ſupplies 
trom above, if ever yc would arrive at Heaven, Ido not wonder 
that many in our pcrillous times, (who live above daties) are given 
up to the ſenſuality,of blaſphemics. The Papilts ſay, that if they can 
get the, Proteſtants out of their tixong holds of Scripture, into the 
open fields of Councils and Fathers, they -could quickly be able to 
foil them.. If Satan can prevail with men but to throw away the 
Word of God ( which is the Sword of the Spirit, ) and the prayer 


.of faith (which engageth Chriſt himſelt in-the combat) he will ne-: 


ver doubt the conquelt. While men walk in the Kings high way, be- 
tween Sun and Sun, they have the'proteRion- of the Law 3 if other- 


wiſc, it isat theix own peril; If you keep.the way of God, he will: 


be your guards but it you wander and leave him, no wonder if he 
leave you. And certainly.-wo will be.to you, when God departeth 
from you. A-dreadtul night of darkneſs muſt needs be expced, 
when the Sun is departed- 

The Miniſtry of the word is called the ſalt of the earth. . Saints arc 


Matth. 5, called Doves 3. Who are thiſe that flye as doves $0 their-windows, Now 


the property of doves,is to be exceedingly in love with a {alt fione. 


Kites and Rooks .care little.forit, but daves are. mightily wncited * 
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tity :Graceleſs. perfons. negle& and deſpite the meany of grace x 


but they that ever enjoyed Gail in ther,cappat but {ea gue price 
ypan:them. The. beggar, the poor in (pitit, will know. that Joop, 
againy' a6 which:by hath-reccived. # good dolesIwiluever forget thy, 
precepts, for by than thou baſt quickyed me,.., ey WO (WHY 

 Secgndly, Mind the —_ education of your children. Bring 
them up in thenartzure, and admonitian of the Lord. It was the with ot 
Crates,: that be were upon-the top of the higheft hjll 1a the world, 


that (ram thence he might cry ous again moaviicous parents, that. 


toilco leave theirchildren great eft ates, buy take nacere what man- 
ver of -perſons they ſbould be, which ſhould enjoy thols <ltates, I 
doubt not, but ye are carcfulto breed your Sons Gentlemen, or to 
bring them up to Trades, that they- may. knpw how to live a tew 
days in the world 3 but alas how-few. of you are lo!1citous, to breed 
them new creatures;. and-to bring them- up to Chriſtianity, that 
they may know howto live for-ever,in the other world © Lrcmem= 


ber that Auguſtine (peaks mournfully, Some praiſe my father for being + 


#t-ſusb coſt ( even beyond bis tate) in my nurture, but alas bis carewas 
to makg me.an Orator, nt to make me a Chriſtian. Iam conhdent,ma- 
ny a child bemoans that, now he is damned in hell, which the Fa- 
ther did when he was converfant-on carth.. 1 cannot-condemn the 
education of children,according to the'quality-'vf their parents, nor 
their bringing up to particular callings ( this latter I am fare isa 
duty ) but that which isfirft ſhould be loft, & that which is /aft ſhould 
be firſt. Your greateſt care, and that in the firſt place, ſhould be to 
ſeck che Kingdom of God, for your (elv& and children, and then 
other things ſhall be. added co you 3 Caleb gave his daughter the up- 
per and the neather ſprings, O labour that-yours may with Face, 
have the dews of Heaven, as well as the fatneſs of the Earth, 


Eliſa wept when he ſaw Hazael, and forclaw that he would fly, x;ngg, 
young men, and daſh the children agaioſt the wallz. do not ſome of 12, 13. 


you give far.greater occafionof weeping, ( if poſlible teas of blood ); 
in (laying and murdering the ſouls of your dear children, tceachin 

them by your patterns, to live like Heathens and Atheilts! Believe 
it, God committeth the charge of,. and will account with yau for 
all the ſouls in your families. When Cain had ſlain his brother Abel 


nat, anus. 1 my, Brothers Keeper? /, And the Lord. ſaid, . What, baft thou 

done ?_ the voice" of. thy Byathers blood cryeth unto me from the ground, 

And now thow art curſed from the earth, which .bath opencd ber. m1nth, 
—-4. t3 


» Gen. 4.5, , 


God, called to-him, Where is-thy brotber Abel ?, And Cain ſaid, Ikwow 19, (1, 


G 


* 


 The«cpiftle Didhieatonye. a2 CCalddnt 
yo receive thy brothers blood atribine baud. So ſuppoſe God thould whibs 


| pa 
"uf Child or Servant, thin” dyed ſo months or years ago ? i. You 
| poſſibly think Kerr of rt Tho et ( whether m on 
. Holy 97 Hel) Was Itheir keeper? f Othinkof ir withi(pecd aud-re- 
Greenham form ) Miy not God reply' very truly,” Curſed finntr, vile wretth, 
faith,that Fhat baſt thox done ? the voice of thy Chi thy Servents ſog-blood 
many cryeth to me from bell, And now than art twrſed from Hell; mhich bath 
dren ertd bet mouth to receive "thy" Sons, thy Servant! ſoul at thy hand. 
ſhall fot. Friends, Friends, what will you do, when'God:(ball chus deal with 
low them yon, for your negle& of relative duties! Pollibly'ye may think I 
up and deal too ſharp!y; but tru'y the reaſon is becauſe Lkgow that fin will 
m_ '" not deal mildly, cithtr with-you or yours 3 And ſhould Lnotgive 
Go _—_ you warning, the blood of '(your own and childrens fouls, would be 
and cry- required at my hands. Good Lord; that ye did but believe what it 
ing out ofi3 ro'be guilty of others blood-? Heathens and*Infdels provide for 
thew, for the body and temporal well-being of their children, and what do 
| . marly of you more ? Bears that bring forth miſhapen whelps, will 
AR by licking them, bring them to « better form. Your Children arc 
them. brought forth enemies to God,and'are by-nature children of wrath, 
and heirs of eternal death; doth itnot behove-youto ſtrive that by 
religious nurture, they may become children of the promiſe, and 
heirs of eternal life. 

Thirdly, Make ſire of Regeneration; be never (atisfied,till ye can 
upon Scripture-grounds athrm, that your natures are regenerated, 
This, this, is the'one thing neceſſary ; Your All hangs: upon this 
hindþe. If this be not done, ye are undone, undone eternally; ' All 
your profeſſion, civility, priviledges, gifts, dutics, are cyphers, and 
fignifte nothing unlets Regeneration be the figure put before them. 
It is Regeneration that will make you the Sons of God, the mem- 
bers of Chriſt, the Temples of the Spirit, that- will. give you an 
holy improvement of all providences, a right to all thepromiſes, 
oa laſt the purchated poſſeſſion.*** Tt- is Regeveration that will 
teach you to live like men, like Chriſtians, like Angels in the love 
and fruition of the infinitely blufſed God. O the price of this pear! 
is not known in this beggarly world ! 

A grave and wiſe Counfellor' of France ( being deſirous in his 
old age fcorctire himſelf ) wa$"intreated by the' King, to write 
down ſome dire@ions, and leave with him, for the moreproſpe. 
rous government of his Realm. The Counſelor took ſome paper, 
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one of ' you in the edt; Cynel Father, Carchkeſs Mofter, Where is thy - 
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and\ wrote onthe tap, \Maderstien ; inthe middle, Mogeration ; at 
the bottom, Abderation. Demgftbenes being azked what was the chick 
.thingio.an-Orator, anſwered Kiooution 34nd. bcing demanded the 
farve quaſtion three. ti what:madcan'Oratar, heiill gave the 
ſame anſwer. Auguſtine being demanded, what was the greateſt 
requiſite of a Chriſtian z What was the firſt; ſecond, and third, er got 
ſtill anſwered, Hamility, Humility, Humility, Truly what the Coun- Disſc, 
(cHor faid of Moderation ; the Grecian of Eloextion;. and the Father 
of Hamiljy Ys I hall ay of, Regeveratin. It you ask me, what is the 
chicfclt chimg in the HY man to mind? What is that which 
is worthy we all his titne, and firength, and thoughts, and words, 
and actions ? I anſwer, Regeneration z If you demand what is that 
which is of greatelt neccflity and exccllency, that bringeth in the 
greateſt profit, delight, and happineſs? I anſwer, Regeneration ; 
He chat hath this, hath all that is worth having the having of 
this is Heaven : He that wanteth -this hath nothing, the whole 
world cannot make up the want.of this, the want of this is Hell, 
O'Srrs, your cverlaftiggmaking exmarring, dependeth upon your 
lincerity, or hypocrific in this. Ot what infinite conſequence is 
it therefore to you ( in whatſoever ye come ſhort ) to make ſure 
here, Alas, when ye come to throw your laſt caſt for eternity, how 
will the ſtouteſt of you do, to look death in the face, without Re- 
generation in your hearts ! God hath in an hundred Texts of Scrip- 
ture, devoted all unregenerate ones to the unquenchable hire ; and 
can any of you think to. make him.a lyar? Bclieve it, as ſoon as 
death landeth you at the other world, you will have other thoughts. 
of God and his truths, then now ye have, 
"For your hetp-m-this work; whre-r+-of fuch_abſolute_indi(- 
penſable neceſſity unto your never dying fouls, I.commend to you 
this Treatiſe, beſeeching the bleſſed God, to make it ſerviceable 
unto your. ſalvations. Ignatixzs when he heard a Clock ſtrike, 
would-ſay, Ibve one hour mare to anſwer for I muſt tell you that ye 
ave cighteen Hours, cighteen Sermons more to anſwer for. When 
they were preached, th-y had from ſome of you a favourable at- 
tention 3 now-they are printed {it is not unknown what providence 
brought them to the Preſs ) I wiſh they may have. within you an 
efeQualoperation, that both the Author and his labours may ap- 
pear to yorar joy, at that great and 4crrible day, 
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CI en "Tl I  Prdreatory, 
CC "Theſe things being, finiſhed, 1 commend you #0 God, and 20 the 
” AS, 20. word of big groce, which ir able vo ( bring you home, who are out of 

32 * Chriſt, and to) bu you up, \( whoarcin Chriſt.) (and to give yiu 
7 inþerizauce among them which ore ſandifie : And fi eribe "hy 
[clf, 384 * 1+ OF -. | 
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$ there are two things which commend a Place, the 

fruitfulneſs of the Soyl, and the pleaſantne(s of 

the Situation , the one ſuiting the neccfhties, and 

the otber the comforts of life : So there are two 

4 things which commend a Book ; the worthineſs of 

the matter therein handled, and the 5Kilfulnels of 

the band that contrived it , upon both accounts this 

gracious Treatiſe juſtly deſerveth with good men acceptation and value ; 

The Matter thereof, ( viz. ) The Doctrine ot Regeneration, being of 
mc} abſolute neceſſity to tbe being of a Chriſtian ; and the manner of 
Handling it being ſo quick and elegant, gs cannot but convince the Judg» 
ment, and gratifie the Palate of the moſt ſerions Reader. It being like 
the Land of Canaan fwll if milk and honey ; 4 ſweetneſs which doo 
both nouriſh aud cleanſe, And 45 onee David did conſecrate tbe Spoil 

; "of, the Gentiles to the building of the Temple , So bath the a5 
adorned thig bis Spiritual Treatiſe with a ſantlified application of ma- 
ny pertinent Hiſtories in buman Authors, to the attempering thereof the 

better unto the moſt delicate minds; 
I ſhall not detain the Reader by any diſconrſe on Regeneration, the 
Nature and neceſſity whereof, 1 find ſo fully bandled in this book, Fw 
. 


ED 
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To the READER. 
ſhall commend the peruſal thereof wits all ſorts of Readers, Tt being ſo 
rritten as may by Gods bleſſing be very likely #0 Convince aud Convert 
thoſe who are ſtrangers to Regeneration, if they will bring bus Sel t- 
love to the reading of it, and as may fill the mouths. and hearts of F 
thoſe who are partakgrs of. ſo great a benetir, with - praiſes unto God A; 
their heavenly Father by gracious Adoption, and unto the Lord Chriſt, 
their Second Adam, and ſpiritual Father by pewerful Regenera- 
——_ to whoſe bleſſing 1 commended the Work,, the Author, and the 
Reaacr,” ; 
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AN - 
EPISTLE to the READER. 


READER, | 

N how happy a time doft thou live, when God ſendeth ſo ma- 

ny, and ſo powerſul MeNengers, to call thee from the ways 

of fin and death! And how miſerable and unexcuſable wilc 
thou prove, if thou be after all this a ſtranger to the life of 
faith, of holineſs! Tf nature had made thee a ſpiritual perſon, a 
child of God, and an heir of Heaven, this Dodrine of Regene- 
ration. might then be received as {trangely as it was by _, 
and as neg|e&fully as it is by careleſs worldlings, and as difdainfully 
as it-is by unbelieving and malignant encmies of the Holy Ghoſt. 
But ſooner may you hope to find a new way into the world or a 
fiate of nature, belides the way of human birth, than to find 
another way iato the ſtate of, grace, and the Kingdom of Heaven, 
belides the New-birtb, by the Spirit. Nature proclaimeth its own 
vitiolity, to every diligent obſerver. He that is ſo carnal as not 
to obſerveit, in the croſsneſs and rebellion of his ſoul againſt God, 
and the worlds captivity to ſelf and fleſh, one would think ſhould 
et be (Þ rational as to obſerve it, in the confuſion and inordinate 
haviour of men to one another ; While ſeſf is exalted againſt the 
good of Friends and Neighbours, yea and againſt the common 
good, and that fo uncurably, as the wars and calamities of the Na- 
tions do fignifie, For whence come wars and fightings among 
men? come they not hence? even of their luſts that war in their 
members? 7am.4.1. But the corrupted foul is fo conformed to the 
worlds corrupted tate, that it is no wonder if he perccive noneed 
of. a reftorer,and (o be in the heart an Inhidel upon that account ;, As 
a man born blind, may think the world hath no great need of the 


- Sun becauſe his eyes arc lo conform to a fate of darkneſs, that the 


night ſcemethy to him 'as good |as 'the day; As all the creatures 
which we daily fee, condemn the' Atbeift-rhat denieth'"their Crea- 
tor ; Soall the ſpots and blemithes of the creatures; efpecially rhe 
univerſal pravity of mankind, condemneth the Infidel, that ſee- 
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To the Reader. 
in 


ing not _ fin _ miſery, boarded ee os Seder: 

7 Andt lin rg; WE (av agour big, 6th fort 
pw. 4D... hy oe 0! EV acknowtedg the SartHifitr, who of 
the Cauſe. The Reparation of yigiqzted natare, «is a myſterious, but 
glorious work of God, which Angels defire to pry-into, and all 
the, regenerate rejoyce ig and aqmire, as mares yhemlehres: en 
ruade partakess of & (weet and excellent a ſhave, © hes King- 
dom ot darknels is a confederacy of wicked Angels and men, that 
are all ruled by one malicious principal Governour., (\ Mek; £2. 
24, .t9 30. 414 25, 41. &c. whole work is/to mare the wouk of 
God, that nature may, nog attain, its primigive and proper'en 
Ang the Kingdom of Chriſt is: the holy $5ciery, headed by hin 
that hath made it his undextaken work, to be the repairer of de- 
praved, nature, and to deſtroy- the works of the Devil, and to 
. rempye impediments, and conquer oppolicion, and carry; on his 
healing work, . that natyee may yer atcain its ends, in deſpight of 
tin,. apd:death, and Hell, 

"As ever you would.not, be guilty of contemning this wonderful 
work, Natxres Reparation, Elwvation.,, and Perfediion, fre now that 
you: over-look not the, great; neceſſity off it in 'your, folves, where 
one would thiok,. as it doth;quoli.neasly concern: you, ir ſhould 
be moli cake to. you.to perggive it15. No part of natures {0 deplo- 
rafely,vitiated as the ſoul of map, ( except the Devils, ) This was 
thy caſe that readct}; theſe words, (as wcll-as mine and ati mens 
elle ), and 1f thou axt, ngt, refipred. by tenewing grace, it isthy- caſe 
(ll, it 15, Sataps, buſineſs to keep thee from oblerving ic, (Tefithe 
knowledg oh thy ouſery ſhould,waken thee to accepr:and mind the 
cure. If he can make thee fopgetiit, or:deecive thee by flacrerers, 
and, by, a ſeeming, farmal outr de religiouſneſs,. and 'quiet theein 
thy miſery, till there. be. go, remedy; but tume' is paſt; 'ayd mercy: 
gbug, then.is he the.conqueror, and-hath the preytheaimed at, andy 
thou artJalk for ever. ; : | 7 PINE 


x 74 $"-58 4 | 

Thy, { ivation, or, damnation lyech on thy eſcaping; this deceit, | 
and the preſymptian, ſecurity, andimp: vitency, that arcits eonſe- 
quents, for this end, thou haſt the plaindird@ions of Godvword, 
the trequent, warnings, the cloſeccanvidtions,. the fervent-onhorts- 
tions gf his Mingters; If,che Spiric:(@ing andirheſs provell;) ang/ 
thou.gvr. vPFhy 444k, uppeirarably:tt tho Lord, thoylart ahippy 
man, ang; af} xeccived.the baginuaagob lift eternaly! Reg they tion”! 
wulj give thes;a3cM 1ngfuars buitable tothe: heavenly NoGirines 


. 
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: To the Reeder: 45 | | 
and duties P aded in the holy Scripeures;or elſe they will ſeem 
fig angye wn n things, and thou wile favour them no more 
that thy food when, art; figkt'' THIchoware Regenerate and 
hafts-new heartiand Spinit, . thou wile fil diſ-rel}ith choſe ſaving- 
truths;that call chee higher, :and/put thee upon {elt-denyal and a 
holy: life;3, eſpecially when 4hey are cloſely apply-d to thee for 
theſe:ends ©: Thou wilt” difretifvall fpiritaal prayers and confe- 
rence,' efpeciallyiwhen;chey! difcovet and condemn thy unlanQti- 
hedicarmablinte 3- and thou wilt: (ecriely.or. openty have 4 malig- 
van(idifialie vr. oppoktion againſt he regenerate; -that live by that 
renewing fandtifpigg' Spirit; to which thoa arda ltranger, avd wile 
look en thee as #p-ople that condemy thee by their lives, unlefs 
thoucenk cheat thy felfintowperiwalrmn, that they are but a com'« 
pany of fingulur, proud} fli-concenal prople, and really noother- 
wiſc-xogenerdte then thy (els ''And ache Religion; wnd wiſdom. 
2nd good tattiege, whighaholr hat; without this Tpijitual change, 
may cafity be thy-delutton; but wall never ſerve for thy Salyari- 
013 yea heaverit ſelf would be rothee notheaven, it it were (er 
open to-thee, and: thow hadſt-nor thehoavenly nature, -to ſuit to 
the: heavenly' employment! aud! fehcity. Phi is the bufitels of 
a converting} and&contirming Minifity;! andlot the Spirit and grace 
that works by chem's and ichis is the bufineſsthit above other bu- 
fineſks, lyeth upon thee in this preſent world ;' even to work now 
in thy ſou}, that holy love to the: molt blefſed God, who i; Fove ir 
ſelf, which may caulc thee hetero thyrit terthis)prefence, and co 
ſcek-hig:faveur,) 4nd to do Nis will,; ard may fit thee 'delighttolly 

fag. oves to:enjoy himy and tvarlifiingl robe folaced in the behal- 
ding} ofthis glory;/ in-the: fetling of ms love, and in his heavenly 
praiſes,"and the fulfilling'of His will An-unregenerate, untioly 
foul isas untie-forths,” afthy-mottal chemy toilye in thy boſorhe, | 
' or as FuadrandStrpentsls ta bbthe familixy compitiions- of mee s 
or: 4s the Ox 07 Adis go tetl with thee at ehfftdblry and ye with: 
thee ic thy þe& Ep ployatcaits indeofoymentts mialt' habe 4 Calta-' 
ble natwiey/ if icheSpiric- fit ee wot here for heaven, itt this thfe 
whiches gives thee purpoſely for that end, its pernieious follylro: 
hope for! a- Heywenyo foro Which thy aniſknr ci itaturt i unfit 5/ 
and to: prondi (iy Mw ohevvys 600i! et \iticapablc;” 
and whichcladcd thipwvty! heart oft Traits.) Fhou' 16veft Hor 
holineſs kere;por the vt5y imperſe A Baters rhathave to how tuck 
lefs:conidiÞ chu loverheintilhtioinfmaigor God; wh haterh thy: 
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To the, Ki 


fias ten thouſand times more, then the moſt ſevere and ſharp repro» 
ver hates them ! If thy eyes eannot look upon the ſmalleſt candle 
without offence, how;then would they indure to look upon the Sun, 
and thatin theneare(t acceſs unto its glory? and it here thy:;enmj- 
ty to the holy. will of Gad be ſuch, that thou pleaſcſt.not hign, and 
he and his ways are diſpleafing unto thee ; , how uncapablc. art 
thou of Heaven, which 15 a ſtate of mutual full delight, where the 
Saints do perfectlypleaſe the Lord,and are perfeRtly pleaſed in him 
and his pleaſure * Kow,$,5,6,7,8 They that are.after the: fleſn do mind 
C or (avour ) the thingy of tbe fleſh; but tbey tbat are after the Spirit; the 
things of the Spirit ; To be carnally mindedis death, but to be ſpiritually 
minded is life, and peace; Bucanſe tbe carnal mind ir enmity againſt God, for 
it is not fwbjed t0 the Law of God nuitber indecdcan be : So then they that 
ate in th. fliſh can not pleaſeGed. And that which born of the fleſh js( but ) 
fiſh : As that wbich is born of the: ſpit @ ſpirit. Job+3.6.1t:is therefore 
undeniable, that till you arc born of the [pirit, and:o:made (piri- 
tual, all your religion and civility leaveth-you but enemies to God; 
and in a fiateof Rebellion againtt his. will, and conſcquently in a 
ate of death 3 Baptiſm, which is:the Sacrament of Regeneration, 
doth ſignific this change, and contain. your-profe(ton; and engage- 
ment to the Lord, But if you have not-the ; Regeneration of the 
Spirit, as well as of the water, andthe anſwer ob a good couſcicnce 
as well as the waſhing of the flcſh, you differ trom Heathens and 
| Lotidels, but as Covenant-breakers differ trom them that never cn- 
ticd into Covenant with Chriftat all... 

But I muſt not ttand teo l6ng infiruQing you at the door, when 
my buline(s js to. call you in, ' and t0.tell you that here is a meſlage 
to you trom the Lord ; 4 Treatiſe.of Regencratiou, the moit nc- 
celary SubjcR, in a liije{c clean and cloſe, ,in, words ſo pertiner, 
plain, powertul and preling, that gundobeedly by a ſerious, impar- 
tial peruſal, joyoed,; with lober conſe ration and ptayer, thy ſoul 


may-reccive unſpeakable commodity: Though:Lknaw not the Au- 


thor, I am fo far asquainged., with ihe kppit; appearing in this dif- 
courſe,that 1 dare afſuze thee;hehad-yesy much help.from Heaven 
and dare cacourage thee, 0 ;ftudy.this. fayoury Treatiſe, as that 
which containethmalt certaing faund, and.negefary Doctrine, dir; 
re&ly tending, to che ſavingot ehyleuls) witheur. any itendgncy to 
Herchie, Schilmz or uncharitaþlggen for $3 ,A.NoRtine ne. 
ceſlary for the; learned os unkearned, the xigh and the poor, the ho- 
nourablc and the baſc;and fax anegiof all dogrees-and-sanks; which 

| * & if 


To the Reader, 


ifit had been more heartily ftudicd, and.inculcated in publick and ig 
private, by all preachers of the Goſpel, .jaſtcad. of the humane in- 
ventions, Canons, Opinjone, and Intereſts of their (cveral Sets, 
the Church and the conſcience of, the Paftgis and their flocks had 
been.now much wholler and ſounder then they. are. Believc ir, 
whatever thou art, thou ſhale never be (aycd for being a- Lord, os 
a Knight, a Gentleman, or a Rich man, ora Learncd man, or a 
well-tpoken Eloquent man z nor yet for being a C2lviniſt,or a Lu- 
theran, an Arminian, an Anabaptiſ, a Prekitiſt,'a Precbyterian, an Tade- 
pendent, Os Proteſtant formally.aud meerly a5 fuch, much kc(s for be- 
ing a Pept, or of any (uct groily deluded Sect: but as a Regencrate 
Chriſtian it 1s that thou muſt be ſaved,or thou canſt have no hope, . It 
once this renewing Spirit have taken poſl. lion of thy foul,and thou 
art made partaker of the Divine and heavenly nature,& art become 
a living member of Chriſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved, though thou know 
not whether Dioceſan Biſhops, Mctropolitaus, Primates and Pa- 
triarchs,or only Parochial Biſhops be moſt agreeable to the mind. of 
God 3 and though thou know not whether any other Book than 
the Bible ſhould contain the Liturgy of the Church ;- and though 
thou knownot in a habdedd controveriies of the times, about Or- 
ders and Forms, and Ceremonies, and ſmaller poiats of Doctrine, 
which party it 1s that is in the right. Holine(s will fave thee with- 
out the formalities of this party or ot-that, but tormalities will not 
ſave thee without holine(s. 

To you that are Regenerate I ſhall ſay but this, keep very ho- 
nourable ant thankful thoughts of your ſpiritual births live now as 
the Sons of the Eternal God,and as the heirs of everlattiog life: Set 
your faces now towardsHeaven,as thole that lee the grave at hand, 
and the vanities of ghis world all vaniſhing into fmoak, and as thoſe 
that are reſolved to have heaven or nothing. Away with the tins, 
the baits and company that formerly were your delire and delight. 
And ſeeing even the firſt hour of your converſion, there is joy in 
heaven before the Angels for your fakes; for ſhame walk not in too 
much dejeedneſs and diſpondency, but keep a harmony and con- 
ſent with heaven, ſeeing you are fo highly. concerned in the mattes 
ef theirjoy. And pray till to the Lord of the harveſt, that he will 
mind the forſaken Nations of the earth, and continue his kindne(s 
to this unworthy Ifland : in ſending forth more fuch Labourers - 
into his harveſ#, as this Reverend Author is. here manite(t by his 
works to be ;"and that he will doublc his ſpirit on he meficogers 
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of grace, that with faith they m k'the words of faith, an 
with litemay (peak the words of life, and that the Immortal ſeed 
which is ſown by their hand, may oy Vac many Sons to God, 
and ſpring up plentcouſly unto eternet life, ' And among Others re- 


member him, then whom ſcarce any is more obliged co be thank- = 


ſul. for the prayers of the Saints ; even 


The moſt unworthy Servant: of vbe Lord, among 
them that bave found mercy to be Faithful. - 


January, 3t. 
1659. 
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To the READER; 


_ Chriſtian Regder. 


WWF there! be any thing of importance; it 4s the working ont 'of Phil.2.r2 

BE Salvation; : if there be any way or method t6 work tout, 'it 

|| by Sand&ifhcation-3 Which Sandctity begins. in Regeneration, 4 a= 
andiends in Gloritication. The firſt of #beſe, is the Subjed of this ” 

enſuing Diſconrſe. Regeneration, or the Ncw-birth, bath various 

titles and appellations in Scripture, yet all pointing to the ſame things 

as it was the ſame Mcliah, tbongh repreſented by ſcveral typer 3 ſome- 

times. Regeneration is called the new-creature, Gal. 6.15, *tis indec 

8 creation; becauſe it s. beyond the ſphere of Hatural cauſes to product ; 

#nd it i4 © New creature, zar' ayriveery, in oppofition to the 01d man 5 I1pſam ſans 

yet it is nos new for ſubltance, but qualities, Somenimes Regeneration animam 

#4 called 8 ReſurreGion, Rev. 20.6, It is # rifſmg from ſ#*;- there of Bt 

can be no riſing to glory, till there be firſt a riſing from ſim. Sometimes '-q rin. 

it. called a transformation. Rom..12: 2. wereuogys ds, Bc ye tranl- rar. Bern, 

formed by the renewing of your mind. 'In the incarnation, Chriſt * Avg. 

did aſſume our buman nature; in Regencration, we partake of bis Tom. 7 

divine uature; by Baptiſm we bave Cbrifts Name ; by the New-birth, 

bis Image 3. the, chauge wrought in tbe. new-birth, is wonderful ;, the 

mas is vlter idemlike Caleb, of another ſpirit :+ KF ix ſatd' of Ales. 

Severus, that. be could play on the viol, be cold carve, or paint; but 

after be war-Emperar, be was never. ſeen to'do any of theſe things, it was 

below bim ; $0 though man by nature be proud, 'mdlicions, expert in all 

the works of the fliſh, yet when once be-is bepotren of the ſeedof the 

word, Jam. 1.18. zow be j.quite altered and\chwmnged from what be 

wag, 1 Cor. 6. 11. but: yet every change doth not denominate the niw- 

birth ; there may be an external, partial, temporary "change, yer" all 

theſe may be falſe. conceptions: the.ngw-birth implies a new heart 3 the Habet fuon 

will like the primum mobile, is carried with-ay: boly violence, beaven- "P4® 

ward, and the affettions, as the other erbs mine along with it , before Dainies 

Mi» ge. 6, 

nus, 


- 


| To the READER. Me 
nus, all bave not the likg pangs x all feel the ſame bammer of the Law» 
though ſome are bruiſed more by it than _othery, Regeneration ,bath an 
univerſal vifluence, Grace perfumes and conſecraster the whole ſoul 7 
though the Saints are regenerate but in part, yet in every part, 1 The, 
RI | This New-birth is not arbitrary, but neceſſary. Joh. 3.7. you 
Jemnetus Malt be bora aguit 3. priferſ things ave for conyenicncy, this is of ne- 
wiſt rege- ceſſity z better never bave been born, if not barn again ; Generation danins 
weratus, Without Regeneration; the Ncw-birth is a glorious birth ; it is «1u5w 
Auſtin. from above, Joh. 3, 7. A true Saint is of the blood-roysl, be is boxq of 
God, 1 Joh. 3, 9. That is the beſt p:digree, which o fetched from bes- 
ves. Regeneration is the fignat ure, *andengraving of the Holy. Ghoſt upon 
the ſoul , the newborn Chriflian is decked wich he angles of ble, 
#be Angelr glory ;, the New-birth is « viforiow birth. : Whatſoever is 
born of God, yrud + xbewer, Overcometh the world, x Joh, 5. 4. 
I; conquers the worlds muſick, and fornace. The New-birth- js an beppy 
and ajoyful birth , at our firſt birth we come weeping into the world, 
at our uw birth there is cauſe of joy, now we are begotten unto alively 
hope, 1 Pet, 1. 3, How may we leap for joy, when Chrift is formed in 
our bearts ; "tis matter of joy that Chrift took our fleſh, but itis greeter 
joy that we partake of bis Spirit we are 20 calexlate onr nativity from 
our New-birth. The Perſians did ſalenaize with triumpb regany a+ 
ralitia, the birth-days of their Kings ; Ob bow may Chrijtiane with glad» 
neſs remember and celebrate their (pititual bieth-day 3 1 mean bat time 
when they began t0:he borg of water aud the fpirit': To conclude, this 
New-birth is an everlaſting birth, 1 Joh. 3.94 His (ecd remains'in 
him, he who 34 truly Regenerate, dies not the ſecond death. The news 
born creature never grows old, he ont-lives death, Rev. 20.6.- On ſuch 
the ſecond death hath no-power. | Thisis tbat we are mt nearlycon- 
cerucd in ;, 0 tht all the diſputes of the tines,” about Pedo baptiſm anti 
Church memberſhip might at laſt he reduced to 1h 3, How' fall I ds to be 
regenerate? how ſhall I get 8 better boart # born ſhall 1 procure evidences 
for beaven ? theſe queſtions mill belp to.make Converts, whereas others makg 


euly Scepticks Nt, wo The temper of muſt men in our age, is to 
bave bot brains, and.celd hearts; their religion ev2porates into fume, and 
feath, and may: be likened:t6 thife ears which run only into firaw';, bur I 
ſhall need ſay. the leſs, the dritrine of Repener ation bring ſo amply and 
acturately baudled in the. following Treatiſe. For the Author: of this 
wark,, though I bave not bad krowledg of 'bim, yet 'by that little 
converſe had with-bim, I judg bim 10 be a man of a- ſerious and gracious 
ſpinits, "tis excellevs reben- the veſſels of Gods bouſe retain in them s rel- 
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liſh 8 and ſevour of that Good wine which they pour aut 20 orbers. This 


Picee be very profitable, and may ſerve with the bleſſing of 
God, to be _ alarum Lo eweke. drefie Conſciences, that they ſleep 
wot the ſleep of death; which that it may, is the prayer of bim who 
Is, Im 


L 


From my ſtudy at Stephen 
Walbrook, Jan; 26. Thy Friend and Ser- 


A ———Ey 


1659, vant inthe Lord,. 


Truro, Warsok. 


eo 
* 


There \ds extant of this \Reverend 4nthors, theſe other | 
' Treatiſer, all ſold by\T ho. Parkhurſt. #4) 


HE Chriſtian mans Calling; or a Treatiſe of making Re- 
| ligion cncs Buſineſs, wherein the Nature and Neceſlity of 
it is diſcovered 3 as alio the Chriſtian direqed how he may pers, 
form it, in Religions Duties, Natural AGions, his Particular Vocd- 
$101, \his F amvely Direaions, and his own Recreation 3 . to- be read 
ig-Familics 4o#sitheir Inſtruction and Edification, The firſt Part. 

The Chrittian mans Calling, the ſecond part, wherein a Chri- 
ſtian is dire&ed how he may perform his duty in the Relations of 
Paricnts, Children, Husbands, Wives, Maſters, Servants, inthe Condi- 
tions of Proſperity and Agverſuy.” 

* Heaven and Hcll epitomizcd 3 or the true Chriſtian charectes 
rizcd. 

The beauty of Magiſtracy, iu an Expoſition of the 82 Pſalm, 
where is ſet forth the Necſſity, Viikty, Dignity, Duty and Morality 
of Magiſtrates, 

The tading of the Fleſh and the flouriſhing of Faith; or, one 
Caſt for eternity, with the only way to throw it well, 

There is coming to the Preis, the Third and laſt part of the 
Chriſtin Mans Caling, wherein the Chriſtian is direQcd how to 
make Religion his bylineſs, in his dealings with all men, in the 
Choice of his Companions, in his carriage in go»d Company, in 
bad Company, in ſolitarineſs or when he is alone, on a week- day, 
from morning fo night, in viſiting tbe fick,, on a dying bed, as alſo 
the means how a Chriltian may do this, aud ſome Motives toit, 


. 


TYTY OY 
"Ke Salvation opened by the 
ey. of Regeneration. 48 


JDHN3. 3: 


| ed and ſaid Verity, verily 1 thee, 
; eter wy es bens fork hs (9 Mm 


cy AP; , 
The opening of 1 the Words, and the Doftrie, 


" he doth fo lively deſcribe and foretel'the death 

R þ of Chriſt 3" ſo Fob may not unfirly be called the 

any fy -Prophetical Evangelift 3 tor thoughin his Epi» 

Wa" v, Mes he ſhews him fan A in his Goſpel an 

LADEN Eyangdlift, yet in hisReyelation he is a Prophet. 

bs The Antients do aptly aſcribe the-Eagle to him 

for his Enſign ; becauſe when the oi Teabeeliſts begiti with the 
Mediators. acarnation and Humanity ; proving him to be the Son * 

of Man ; 'he dothat firſt flye our of fig it, and beginneth with the 

Saviours roving him'to be the Yon of God. And his whole 

' Goſpel indeed'is x demonſtration of Chrifts Divinity, which was 
occalibned (as Eceteſialticat Hift6rians recorg/)by the erclic of Ei- ' 


on and Cerintbus, who denicd it, 
Ig this third Chapter we have firft, Chriſt ceaching Nicodemw, th 


ve TL. -.- 
if EET Folw's teftitnony concerning Chriſt, tothe cnd. 
Texr is Ctiriſts ſpeech to' Nicodemas ; Nicoderwws had ſeen 
Chrifts miracles, and thereby was convinced to come unto him ; 
ets lim hear bis Oracl that thereby he might be conver- 
cd,and pine m'to him in the ſecond verſe hadcalled 


Gin Rant und conſe _— 4 Teacher ſent from God 3 


RT io Yi S Iſaiah i Is called the Eoggelical Prophetgbecauſe 
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2 . The Door\'of $4lvation opened S} 
.Chrilt in purſuance of chat Othec, ſets him his leflon, afſurin him 
that he muſt learn it ip che Schoot of earth," orhecan bever be re- 


moved-to the Univerſity of Heaven. 

Inche words we obſerve two general parts. 

Firſt, An Affirmation, or the necclhty of Regeneration; Except « 
man be born-again, be cannat ſee the Kingdom of God. _ © 

Secondly, Its confirmation, or the certainty of that aſſertion ; 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee. 

In the Aftirmation we may take gotjce of two particulars;. 

xt. The univerſality of the perſons; 4 Man, that is every man ; 
the rea indefinite, and (o. equivalent to-one that is unite 
verlal. | | 

23+ The quality of the thing, afficmed, Be born again; mending 
will not ferye, the whole man malt be new made ; Non wtius pertis 
corrreftionem, ſed 20116 witure renovationen deſignat, ſaith Calvin ;, It 
ſpeaks not the reparation-of one part, but the renovation of the 
whole man. | 


o the Confirmation of it there are likewiſe two things conſide- | 
rable 3 1 ; 
1. The manner of the expreſſion, Verily, verily, F 
2. The Author of it, I ſay w#to thee. 4 
The mezning of the words, * 
» Audhrs PVerilyuerily, | that is, Ames, faichfully, eruly ; the word co- 
«wm, meth from the Hebrew Amen, which figaiticth Tracy Faithful, Ic 7 
idem e# + uſcd by the le as a ratihcation of their prayers, and tefti- 4 
qued £an- - Nc pcop P 
$6. ,com- Mony of their defires to be heard, Fer. 11. 5. 1 Cor. 14, 16. And - F 
para Mare When it is doubled , .as here bythe great Prophet, itis a vchement 
13-143- aſleveration, or ſtrotig confirmation. of the thing afferted': . As if 
ww Lek: Chriſt had (aid, Nicodemws, Thou mayſt believe me 3. for truly, affiz- 
& Luk. g. redly it is{o 3 except thou art a new-creature, thou canſi never en- 
27. cum ter into the new Jeruſalem, All Gods lagings arc of equal truth ;, 
Mar. 16. but to ſome there is affixed a ſpecial note of certatnty, becauſe of 
is. their extraordinary weight, and:mans infidelity, Private Soldiers 3 
Se may go with a commnn Paſs, but Generals and Commanders in. 4, 
chict have Trumpets founding before them Verily, yerily.” All Qr- Py 
dcrs and Warrantsof Kings have not their Scals auncxcd, but thoſe 
that be of greateſt weight. , p 
2 a oh, 1. ſ6y 99 thee,) 1 who am the Prophet of my:Church, the Tea- 
My9 9 her ſent from God,the true and faithful witnc(s, for whom it is im< 
Poffible 20 je, Ldcliver thee this doctrine as a certain. unqueſtionable, 
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truth, chatunleſs thou haſt a new being, it had been better for thee 


to have had no bering z for thow canſi never ſee the Kingdom of 


Except # man] Let him pretend never ſo much, let his performan. Idy ud 
ces be never ſo 'many, 1ct his priviledges be never ſo great, and his T1: 
profeſſion never {o glorious, . yet if he: be not born agaiv, all theſe 
will do him litrle good, tor he can never ſee the Kingdone of Gad, The 
afſertion as I hinted before is general; as every man is born of the 
fiſh, ib every man muſt be born of the Spirit, or it had been happy 


for them if they had never been bors. / 
Be born gle, 


that-is,be-renewed, and turned by the Holy Ghoſt $or1v3 


from nature to grace, ſtu darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan to dravuw. 
| God, AQ.16.18. Except a man be inwardly and really altered from 


what he was exceptthe becomes a'new creature; Pat i 


man, 


wbich is corrupt according to the deceitful luftsy; and pict on the new marr, 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true bolineſs, Eph. 4. 22, 
24. Except he be turned up fide-down, and walk Antipodesto his —- 
former way 3 except the ſtream of his heart and life run in another 
channel, carry him towards another Haven, he can never arrive 
at Heaven; Except the Image of the Devil be razed out and de- 
faced; and the image of God be imprinted on him, he can never be 


ſaved; Except he 


throughly anduniverſally changed 3 his Un- 


deiſtanding by illumination, his Will by.xenovation, his AﬀeGions 
by Sandtihcation, and-bis Life by Reformation, he can never obtain 


Salvation, 


; Hey caunot ſee] that is, enjoy; he cannot have his portion in it, Or s Svrereu 
ever attain the enjoyment of it. Fidere eft frag, Viſion in Scripture is if#v- 


frequently put for fruition, as Pſ. 27.13. Heb.12.4. Iſa.3.1, Pſak34. 


12. Mat.5 
The Kingdoms of God; Gods Kingdom is two-fold. 
1-- The Kingdom of Grace here, Rom. 14.17. The Kingdom 


Druſ.ani- 
mad. |, 2. 
6. 8. 


P Caon- 
of God alan vi 


is nes meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, yeace, aid joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 943+ 


Mat.6.33- 


2. "The Kingdom of Glory hereafter, 1 Thef. 2.12. Now except 

a tan be born again,he can have no right to the priviledges of the 
| of Grace. norto the poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Glory. 
The Text bring thus briefly cxplaincd, 1 ſhall glean (ome few cars 

| before Icotne to the full ſhea which will afford, through 


by the way. th 
the blefling of Gad much ſpiritual food to our fouls, 
" = . * B A 
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1. Obſerve, -That Cbrift, is very wils ug to infire@ them; thet come 29 
bin, notwitbfanding their many me Us; 11 RS |; 54 
Nicodemws was (hort in his confeſſion of Chriſt, and faulty jm.hjs 
coming to him 'only by aight 5+ yet- the week Maſter over- 
looketh this, and preſently falls upon teaching his untoward Scho- 
Jar. The tender Father doth not turn his weak Child out of Doors, 
but lends him his helping hand, whereby he might be enabled to 
go. As when afoulis in him, he doth not refulc its gold becauſe is 
wanteth ſome grains, nor its honey though it be mingled with was, 
"Cant.5.1. fowhen a foul isin the way-to him, hedoth.not rezeR it 
for its imperfeions, nor twit it with its corruptions, as thoſe fiyes 
that love to fecd on ores; but as the loving Parent beholdeth: che 
Prodigal while he is afar of, runneth mare.then halt way: to mcec 
him 3 'and as thetruc Turtle chizpeth (weetly, that' he may cluck 
finners nearer to himſclf, W—- 6" \ ot 
2, Obferve, 4A man'may be a noble, knowing perſor, and yet ignarant 
of, and a firanger. to regeneration. 
Nicedemus.was a Ruler of the Jews, either one of the Saphedrim, 
or great Council,ov one of the Rulers of their Synagogue 3 pne that 
taught others, and yet was himſelf untaught in this gudiment, this 
ABC of Chriſtianiryy how childiſhly dothhe talk of this weighty 
truth'?- ver(, 4. How can amanbe borwwhen be is 01d? can he enter the 
Second timte into bis mothers womb avid be born f How deep may a man 
dive into the myſteries of iNatnecy, . how fharp-lighted may he be 
there, and yet as blind:asa-Mole in-the things of Grace ! Nature 
may in forme men be dunged with induſtsy, art, education, and cx- 


- ample,and thercby-ſbew fair, ſpread far,avd overtopothers,but yer 


manuyred to the utmoſt; it is but Nature (ti]] : 1ts grapes will be the 
grapes of -Sodem.and its clatters the cluſters of Gemorrab, The Naty- 
ral man,like Zachets,is too low of Rature to fee fl yr not 
the things of God, -ueitber indeed co be, far they are flirituely diſcerned, 


- .1 Cox,2:44: The wiſel-Philgſophers: that:could cunningly pick the 


lock of Natures Cabinet,and bchold much of her riches and trea- 
ſure, were meer Ideors & fools iu the things of the Spirit, & under- 


ftood no more of theſe myſteries of Divinity, then a Cowherd doth 


of the darkeſt precept#ot Afironomy, Water rifcth no higher then 
its fountain 3 Ne light within us;or Natur 

cannot enable us he-Suniof:Righteoulnels ; the lightwwith- 
out us,. or Scripture, is.the ſtar to:the- wilt men leading 1is-to the 
place where the Babe of Bethlebem licth, As the eye without the. 


&isbut a ruſh catidic,qnd._ 


Optick. 
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\-  ___ _ ® by #he Key of Regeneration. ry 
ick vertue js but « dead*/member, fo all humane wiſdom with- 
_'out divine in(piration is but leargtd folly,and claborate wickedneſs. 
3. Obſerve, That Regeneration is one principal thing which Pafi>rs 
; #0 inflr lt rheiy people in. + 
Jeſus Chriſt ( though the wind of Nicodemus words, verſe 2. 
ſcemed to blow towards ſome other coalt, yet he ) wavesall other 
diſcourſe, awd ſpeaks direAMy aud home to'this, as the onedoQrine 
neceſſary for his unregenerate Diſciple to-learn : Regenerationand 
$alvation by Chriſt arc the two fubtiauw@l diſhes which the fiichful 
Stewards of God {ect conſtantly before the Familics committed to 
their charges: Thoſe that preach notions inſtead of ſuch doQtrines, 
do curſedly cozen their gueſts with flowers inſtead of.meat, which 
may fill the'eye of 'the wanton, but-not the, heart of the hungry 
ſoul: Oh what a bicſſed: pattern have we here tor our pradtice; 
when our Patiſhionets-come to-us, 'Or we go to them | what more .. 
weighty ſubje& can we treat of; then"their convertion | withour 
which they muſt be puniſhed with everlaſting defirudtion... Alas, 
how boundleſs and*cndic(s is that wrath to which they are liable, 
though-their hearts are infentible ! theretore though their mauths 
do not call, yet their miſery doth cry aloud to us rointicuct-them 
in Regeneration, as ever we'defire-they ſhould cicape Damnation, 
7 Burt the DoArine which Iprincipally4atend, is this : 


That withous. Regeneration may and women caruever obtain Salya» Doge, 
* £168, * , 


2, 


Vetily, Verily, I ſay unto thee, Entept a man be born again, be cannot 
fee the kingdontof God, He or ſhe that is not experimentally acquaint- 
ed with the Second Birth, cannot poſſibly eſcape the Second Death. 
Make you a new bears, and a new ſpinis; fur wby will ye dye, 0 hauſe of , 
Ifrget? Eck. 18,91, Theold ticart will ungucſtionably ca-ry thee 
ro Hell, the plageof the old Serpenr. - He muſtthave @ vew {piric 
that will goto the new Feraſalem. Exceft ye he converted. and became 
a lixtle children,” ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of God,” Mat. 18,7. © 
There muſt be a change from Nature to Grace; before there can be 
ac from Grace-ra Glory. Heaven is the eranrag 72 vp T4. 
2/provided for-none bat-his-children,ſuchas are bornot hitts/a man 
muſtbe taken out of the witdernefs of Nuture,and planted ia Eden, 1 
the Garden of the Lord, beforcke caa be tranſplanced into the true % 


Paradiſe.” 
; CHAPP. 


» - 
, 4 the 


The Door of Salvation opened _ 


CHAP, 11. 
The Deſeription, or Nature of Regeneration, in tbe ſeveral canſes of 
is.” - 


Or the Tlluſtrationf this truth, I (hall ſhew fir}, what this Re- 
+ generation or New Birth is 3 and then give you the Reaſons 

why none can avoid the S{@ond Death, unle(s they are acquainted 
with the Second Bith. 
. For the firſt, Regeneration is a work of Gods Spirit, whereby 
he doth out of his meer good pleaſure, for his own glory, and the 
ſalvation of his cle, at firſt renew the whole man after his own 
Image, by the Miniſtry of the Word. I ſhall explain this definition 
by caking it in pieces, and obſerving in it the ſeveral cauſes of Re- 
generation. When Arras hangings are opened and unfolded, their 
richneſs will appear. . 

Firſt, I call it a work of Gods Spirits here is the Efficient principal 
cauſe of it, The Babe ot Grace in this reſpec calleth'none'on Earth 
Father. It is by the Spirits overſhadowing_ the ſoul, that this Nc w 
creature is conceived and brought forth 5 godline(s is not natural, 
but adventitious to man; not by propagation, but by donatipn. 
Man cannot generate himſelf naturally, much lefs regenerate him- 
{lf ſpiritually ; thc:y which arc born of the ficlh, contribute' no- 
thing to their own beeings, neither do they which are born of the 
Spirit bring any thing to their new becings, uuleſs it be a paſſive re- 
ceptiveneſs, as they are reaſonable creatures. Someread the Text, 
and not unfitly ( for the Original will tully bear it, Except a mas be * 
br ( droSer, 1 & Sgarb34r ) from above, or Cm heaven ; and there- 
fore in the fifth verſe of this third Chap: of Febs, Chriſt telleth us, 
Except « man be born of the Spirit, bt cannot enter-into the Kingdom of 
God; and in Tit. 3.5: it is called 4 renewing of the bolyGboft fo 1 Fob, 
12, 13. Fer. 31. 88, 19. 2 Cor. 3.5, 1 Pet.1.1,2,3.-Epb, 2. 10. 1 Pet, 
2, 9, 10. | | 

This work is ſometimes called a tranſplanting out of the natural 
wild Olive-tree, and ingraffing it contrity- to nature into a true 
good Olive-tree ; Rom.11.24, out of the firſt into the ſecond Adam; 
now the Cions-cangot tranſplant or ingraff it-(c|f,- It's termed a 
new Creation, 2 Cor.'g. 17, To create Or bring:ſomerhing out of no- 
thing is beyond the power of the flrongelt creature, it is above 
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thetrength of all-Mecn and Angels to create the leaſt pile of graſs; 
God challengethithis as his prerogative royal, 17a. 40. 26. As the 
old heaven-and carth were che work of his hands, Gen. 1. 1. ſoarec 
the new Heavens, and new carth, wherein dwelleth rightcouſneſs, 
Iſa. 65. 17: Anftin aid truly, To convert the little world, Man, is more 
then 20 create thegreat world. It is farther filed a ReſurreRtion from 
the dead, Epb. 5-14 and 2.5. It isa great work to recover adying 
body,a far greater to reftore one that is deadto lite, but the greatelt 
of alto cnliverya dead foul 3 'in the former there is a0 appulition, 
in this there is much. LI ſpigbt cf man and Devil to pull dawn the ugly 
rotten frame of fin, and [et up the lovely laſting Fabrick, of Sauthity, re- 
quireth #0 leſs (trength then Omauipotenvy.The Almighty God putteth forth 
the exceeding greatneſs of bus power in: forming the new creature, Epbeſ. 
2 19, 29, nay, the ſame power which-he did in raiſing Feſwns Chriſt 
from the dead, who had belide the watch of Romany, and the malice 
of Hell, fuch an heavy. weight as the fins of the world.to keep 
him down. 

Repentance and faith are the two chief ingredients in this rare 
compolition,and neither of them are ſuch drugs as grow in natures 
Garden 3 no, they are fetched from far ;: It is God that giveth to the 
Gentiles repentance. unto hife, A. 11.18. 2 Tim. 2.25 The ftoncs 
will as ſoon weep as mans heart of ſtone, unleſs he that (mote the 
Rock forte water out of it, by turning it into a heart of ficſh;. for 
Faith slſo,. it is tbe gift of God, Epheſ. 2, 8; Phil. x. 27, Noxe come. t9 
the Sou, but ſuch «s are draws by the Father, Joh.6.44. He alone that 
cauſed Iron to (wim,. 2 King. 6.6. can keep the humbled fGaner 
( that is preſſed down with the burden of innumerable iniquitics ) 
from fiokingin che Gulf of: deſparation, 

To part a man from hisdeaxeft carnal iclf, and to make him dili- 
gently. ſeck the deſtruQion. of what before he ſought the preferva» 
tion 3. to make him cx2.off bic.right band, ond-pluck, ont bis right eye, 
batefather mother wiſe child name,bouſe, land... undo all he had done, 
8 backward every ſtep he had gone 3. (ce things with a new light, 
underfiand things with incchericart andin the whole courte of 
his life- to ſ{wim agaiaſt-the fiream and tide of nature, and winds of 
example z to bring a foul to this, L.ſay ( which is all done and much 

moxe in converſion ), xequireth the infiaite Gods operation: Fleſh 
and blood-can ncither revea] theſe things.to a man, vos work theſe 
things in amagn, but the Father which 15 in- heaven 
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Inftru- dead child, but he cannot raiſe it any ws ie the __ r — 
ance lant, and Apollo water, but Gog only can give the intreaſe, I Cor. © 
| wy; neo _ Witbout ful we can do nothing, J hb. 19.3. We may preach out 
ainr, - Our hearts, unkſs God atfoxds his help,: our peaple will never be 
holy.As Protogenes when he ſaw a piQure in a ſhop curionfly drawn, 
crycd out, None hrt Apelles could do this : So: when thou feelt the 
beautifullmage of the blefſedGod lively pourtraped on'the ſoul, thou 
mayk (ay, This is the finger of God; None but a God could do this: 
Secondly, I ſay, Whereby God ont of bis meer good pleaſure (here is 
the impullive or moving cauſe of Regeneration.) of bis own will be- 
gat be ns again by the word of #r«th, Jam. 1,18. Gods good willis 
the higheſt moving caaſt of chegragous work 3 *rwas not any fore« 
light of Faith or good works, not any thing without him that turn- 
cd the (cale of his thoughts tor thy purity and peace, but only his 
own good pleaſure and pity, Exch, 36; 21, 22; theretorehe is ſaid 
to give @ zew beart, verle. 26,27: 'becaulc he beſtowerh it freely, 
not tor mans merit, . but tor his own mercy : The gift of grace is 
meerly of grace y For we onr ſelver, ( faith the Apottle ) -were ſome- 
times diſobedient, fooliſh, ſerving divers lufts and pleaſure ; But after that 
the kindneſ; and love of God our Saviour towards man appeared y Not 
by -works of- righteouſneſs which we bave' done, but according t0 bis 
mercy be ſaved us, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the 
boly Ghoſt, Tit, 3. 3, 44 5+ (Eph. 2. 1, to6. It you would know 
the. grand” reaſan why {ſome are taken{-by the net of the Word, 
let downinthe $ca of the world) when othersare left, why ſome 
like wax are meltcd before this fire of Seripture; when others like 
clay arc hardencd 3 why ſome havethe light fide of this glorious 
pillar towards them, when otherg have the dark fide of it 3 why 
the ſame path of the Red Sea is (#lvation to ſome, when it isde- 
ſiruction to others, why the myſteries. of the Kingdom of beaveit ae 
reveale&to babes, when they are bid from tbe wife «nd prudent ; I-muſt 
give you the ſamereaſon which Chrifthimſelf doth, Even ſo Father, 
becau/e it ſeemety good in-#by fight, Mat.'11. 27. his wilt and mercy 
arc thecauſes of all our feliciry, Rom. 9. 18./1-Per; 2.3, Dent. 7. 7.3. 
Grace.chuleth thee, Rom. 11.5. There is a remnant according to the 
eletion of grace, fo Epbeſ, 1. 5, Grace callethy 2'Tim, 1.9, bi#tb 
called ur according to bis parpoſe and grace, which was given wc in Chrift 
Feſuzs before tbe world began, (o Gak1. x5. Grace diftingaiſhethand 
differenceth thee from others, By the grace of God Tam what Lam; 
I Cor, t 5, £0, Grace juſtiicth, Row, 3.24. Bring 'juſtified freely by 
We & | bus 
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bis gracez, Grace glorifcth, if, 2. 8. For by grace are ye ſaved; 
Geer edoth lay, both the foundation and the top-(tone of glory:that 
deſcexverh the thanks and praiſe of our beginging, progreſs, and 
pericFion in holineſs. Every ſtep in oug alcent to Mount Sion is 
fxee-ligne 3 'K very link, a5 once oblerveth well, in the golden chain 
of mans ſalvation,is richly enamel'd with Free-grace. O how live- 
ly dotk;this. lovely Attribute play its, part from tuſt-to lalt in the 
recovery of loſt man! |, 
. Thirdly, Hers is the inftxumental caule.I (ay,By the Miniftry of the 
Ward. | Of ha oxen will begat be us again by the word of truth, Jam. 1. 
18. Scripture isthe ordinary means of couvertion ; The Goſpel of 
Chrift i; the power of..God unto ſalvation, Rom.1.16. God indeed is a 
free agent, working when, in what. manncr,, and by what means 
be pleateths (though heitycth us-tra means, he doth not tyc himſclt 
to, means >; he doth lometimes, make Relations the-inltruments of 
Regenegations ſome, by being.matched to Chriftians, have been 
married to Chrjit z ſome Matches which have begun in the ficfh 
have epdcd in the Spixit 3 theretote the Apolile telleth the belic- 
ving Witc, ſhe ktoweth not but ſhe may ſave ber Husband ;, and the be» 
hi exang Hushand be knowetb not but be may (ave bi; Wife, 1 Cor. 9.16. 
1 Pet. 3.4, God hath made. pious education effcual tor childrens 
converhion z. ,The mornings draught of whole(om ipſtrucion hath 
preſerved many young ones trom infection by, and perdition with 
others, 2 Tim. 3,15. Prov.22. 6. Some Maſters have alſo been (piri- 
tual Fathers to. thei Servants ; there arethole, that by being ot the 
family of the faithfu], have came co be of the family of Faith, 4s 
ILo,I.,24. Gd ſometimes convertetly-by (utferings, AMiction 
like the ſhepherds dog hath- brought thoſe home into the fold of 
Chriſt which went aſtray like loſt theep: God hath caſt lomeManoſſes 
and Prodigals that were. hard metal,into ſome hot fire, and there- 
by melted them and fitted. ther to receive his ownimpreflion aud 
images. Lack, 15, -2 Chron, 33,1, 12, 13,1... | 
But,ulyally;the Miniſtzy of the word, . is. the. pen, in the hand of 
the Holy. Gholt,,; with which he writeth the: Law of God in the 
heart. The Law of the Lordi: poet, couverting the ſoul, Plal. 19-7. 
"Tis the ingorruptible (ed of the word, which by thoſe (ſpiritual 
hubradgen a rb;owa.n4R 
the intlacnee of ghe. Sun, 
{pringeth up un 4 
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2 Pet; 1.23, Ordinarily there. is no. other way to beget grace, 
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then the word of grace, and it tendeth oot the leaſt ro Gods tilhv> 

nour, ( nay, rather the weakneſs ard meannebs of the inftromencin 
ſuch caſes commertieth the Workman ) becauſe 'he hath myni- 
feſted this to be his pleafure, Tt pleaſed /bim through the fooliſhneſr of 
preaching to ſave them that believe, 1 Cor. 1,21, He will give light 
co'the world only by the San, though he could do otherwile ; 
therefore as forme obſerve, though. light were made che firſt day, 
yet the Sun was not made till the fourth day, to ſhew chiat God 
could ive tight tothe world ' without a Sun. ' Thus God tould 
convey the Fitieu.! light of Hohnefs without the Suri'of __ 
ture, but it 15 his will to make that his ordinary means.” ' Tt- ts 
word which makesctean the filthy, Fob: 15.3. which TanRiticch the 
unholy, wry which begetterh gracein'thoſe that wete 

leſs, A#;2.37. For this cate it'is called/the' ingraffedd word, 7 am. x. 
21. for as the Ciong of'a good Apple grifte# into a Crab-trec ftock 
doth change the harſh, ſowr mature of it,and maketh it foreertund 
pleaſant,ſo the word preactied(for of that he ſprakerh,ver.1 9, 20.) 
can change the ſtony, carnal, earthly hegrt of man, and make it 

{ofr, ſpiritoal, and heavenly, So | 

_ © *Some have'tndred been converted by reading, 'a5 Latber, ug er- 
ſtine, Funiws and others confels they were'z but moft comnionly 
ic is by hezring, that mens ſous come to live, 'Roim, 20:14. ' There 
is a bleffing for Readers 3 and'there may be a tiſb or two canght in 
the net, thatis tet down in an heap,' but that is-rate: it ts nor the 
net tapped up together, bat hated our at length/and ſpread-all a- 
broad that'bringeth in the draught : Sor is che ſpreading vut the 
_ the ditating on. the matrerin hand,” which uſaafly carcherh 

oals. | | 


he borders; bur'the Golpel like 7 

hus the Scriprares '( us is wittfyrexpr 
Which ring alin; which caft pedpte gr the ChurchroF God. The 
Poets ſpeak of mulick which have ttiade ſtones leap ihto'walls; this 
, word of God hath'tytyelt ſtones into ficth, of tlonexithath raiſed. 
\Children unto Abrabam.. Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,. Here is the formal cauſe of reggperation, whereby 
God doth at fisft renew the whole man after fits own image : now 
becauſe this is the cauſe which doth ſpecially difference a thingzand 
this being opened, its nature will beſt appearyI ſhall ſpeak the more 
to it, and obſerve in it theſe four particulars. 

t The a, renew, 2 The SubjeR,the whole man. 3 The pat- 
tern, after his own image. 4 The fcaſon or time, at firkt. a 

1 For the a&, I call it arenewing (and ſodoth the Apoftle, Tir. 
3.5. Epb.4. 23,24.) upon a double account ; partly becaulein Rege- 
neration nature is not ruined, but rectified. The Convert is the. 
farwe man,but new made : The Faculties of his ſoul are not de- 
ſroyed,but they are refined ; the ſame Viol, but new tuacd. Chriſt 
gave not the blind man new eyes, but a new fight to the old ones. 
Chriſt did not give Lazsrus anew body, but cnliven his old body: 
$o God in converſion, doth not beſtow a new underſtanding, but 
a new light to the od ; nor a new foul, but a 'new life to the old 
one. The powers of the man are like creams not dryed up, but 
turned into another Channel, The truthis, that man by his fall 
from God is ſo exceedingly degenerated and polluted, that repai- 
ring and mending will not ſerve, he muſt be wholly and through- 
ly new made 3 as the houſe infected with the leprofic, (ſcraping 
would not do,it muſt be pulled down,and new ſet up ; but as when 
an houſe pulled down is new (et up, we uſe poſlibly the ſame tim- 
ber and ſtones, and materials which were in it betore, only they 
are new ſquared and poliſhed ; what is rotten or amiſs in them is 
pared off, and what is wanting (as ſeveral things will be) are ad- 
ded : So when this new building of Regeneration is erected, the 
Spirit of God makes uſe of the old ſubſtantial materials ( the ſoul 
andits facultics, the body and its members) which were in man 
before, only poliſheth and purifieththem, and ſquareth them ac- 
cording to the Rule of Gods word; it hews off- what is unſound 
and fiatul, and beltoweth that grace and hotings. which is need- 
ful. He taketh. nut, away! our: beei bur the wickedneſs and 
crookedneſs of our becings,: and a 2.new gracious beauty 
which we had-not before. We put off the rags of the old man, and: 
put on the Robes of the new;man, and continue in regard of ſub- 


+ the, ſarge_ men. 

Agalii, I call it a renewing, pantly becauſe of the great change 
which is wrought in a man converted, New things difler much 
from the old for the better, O _ wondertully doth the new born 
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The Door "of - Salvation opened _ G 


ſoul differ from his grmer (cl!  As-Saxt when he received the ſpi- 
rit of courage, became another man; 1 $4m.'10.'6; fo. doth the 
Chriſtian when he receiveth the ſpirit of grace: He is tot*in ſam 
the fame wan he was before,: he liveth a new Hike, he walketh in 
a new way, he ſteereth his coaſt by a new compatls, ' abd towards a 
new coaft. -His Principle is new, his Pattern1s new, his PraQtices 
archtew, his Proje&s are new, all is new: He ravels out all he 
had wove before, and employeth himſelf wholly about another 
work.. What a change is there when the blind ſee,” the deat+ hear, 
the-dumb, ſpeak, the lame walk, the dead Hrve, when the Lion is 
turned zato a-Lamb, darkneſs into light, ficknefs into health ! 
why. all this and more'is done in regeneration, when a finner is chan- 
gcd into a Saint : It is therefore molt fitly calted Converfion,48.n 5. 
3 which isa term borrowed from Fravellets, who being out of 
their way,turn about, and ſo get int# ir, leaving the Wiy in which 
they were, and taking another (it 'need be) quite contrary to 
it, Thc linner is. barn with his heart and face towards the fleſh, 
the: world, and hell, and with his back towards God, holineſs, 
and heaven z and (0 he gocth on many years, pollibly till God con- 
vert him, and turn him about; then his back is towards the for- 
mer, his face-and heart towards the latter: his whole life before 
was a departure (every action being # ſtep.) from God ; his whole 
like-now is a drawing nigh, every Guty being a nearer approach to. 
God, VEL 
A man. and a beaſt differ much in-their livesz but 4 natural and. 
regenerate perſon differ farmore; cvenas fat as the Spirit of God, 
which is the principle ot a!Chriſtian life, differcth*froty_the rati-. 
qnal ſpirit ot a man. ap 
Extzaordinary and firange things are calted new, A#,17,19, Fer, 
34+ 22. Well may the Convert be called a new creature, the work 
of. Converſion making fuch-a wonderful alteration, that=carnal 
men admire it 3: think-4t flrange  that- yerun not with them to. 
the ſame exceſs of-rioty Þ Pet. 4.34. naythole thature thius renewed, 
wonder at them(chves,: Being called ont of darkyefi Into bis” mirvelou 
light, 2 Pety2.9. Woefub darkneſs makes it wi light '; As a. 
man #hat hath beenall his days kept'in a dark Priſon atid never. 
beheld the Sun, when he comethto be ſet at liberty, "agd et'the 
lights, he hands amazed, -wongdting at/it, 0 
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proach in the inſt ylace; mlightenipgitin the knowledg of fin and | 


 ———_ I ELITD 


, by The ry of Regeneration.” 


-- —_— ——_— ——— 


— 


our firſt bixth, npt one part or member is barogybur evcry-one 3 (o 
mour tecond bitch therwhule man is nembozns: « Byour-ticti birch 
the wholeman'is polluted,” and theretotc: bywvub & cond birth the 
whole min muſt be puritied;: Original {nr defi erh the whole man, 

from the crown ot the head to the foles ob the'tert., and Regenera- 
tion retineth the whvle man, foul, body;/aud {pirit, Rom-3, 13, 14. 

1-Theſ.'5.23 The Pliſtcr muſt be'asbroad as-the fore 1; the leaven 
of- grace doth (caſon the whole lump. Old things paſs away, aud bebuld 
all things are bccome new, 2 Cor, 5..17. The watcr of hic within is 
not like a Spring which ariſeth ig tome parcel of ground,and termi- 
nateth in the ſame;/but like rhe Occan which compalſicth about the 
whole (little) wor'd of man t As when Gods laws were written in 
Tables oftone,, The Tables we'e written on both their ſides, on the one 


fade and onthe orber were they written, Exod. 32.15, Hhe Tables were 


weittcnall aver, they--were full of the: Law: to the ſpititual Ta- 
bles have the Law, the Image of 'God-wrirttcn on-ever y tide, bady 
and foul, every pait of each, an inward contormity-inthe heart, an 
outward correlpondency in the lite. 

In the new creature, though every part be not throughout ſan- 
ctificd, yetthe is fatiiified imevery part throughout 3 he hath a per- 
tcion of:parts} though not of- degrees. - 

Regeneration, like the Sun, goeth through the Twelve Signs of 
the Zodiack  there- is nothing hid from the heat thereot; it mo- 
veth-in, and worketh upon every faculty of the foul, and every 
menrber ot-the body... but*the Image of Gog is principaily in the 
ſukorthe mer man, Hb. 8140 Rom: 7.24. Epbey 4,23, Asthe 
heart being che forge ot the ſpitirs, is the'chict teat ot a natural, (o 


alſo of a ſpiritual lite: TheKingyD zughter is mt gloriow within, chough 
her clvathing without be likewiſe of wrought gold) there Satan be+ 
fore had-his-Firove, It was as a childs pocket tu'l of traſh,or as a 
ditch tull of mud and dirt y; but now Chriſt-will make thar placg 
the feac of his Empirc, ant till.ir-tike a Cabiuct withprecious Jow- 
els: aud indeed the (oul being go principally capable ot his - 
Image whois a ſpirit. 

»Lſhall-ſhew how the ſoul inits cuties the body i in its meme 
bers, are both renewed. 


'Inthe:foul hall conlider, 6: fig 
1, The Underſtanding to which che Spies of God makes its ap+ 


the 


3 The $ubjet (I call it renewing Of} the n bale man; As in 
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- bcfore about theſe two things were a principal caulc of the many 


the Saviour, Epbeſ. 4.23, The underſtanding toa-man, is Ba win- 
dow to an houſe, which before being continually ſhut, and little, 
light appcaring,'t was no- wonder that the heart lay fo fluctithly 

was ſo tull of the deeds of darkneſs ; but now God reveweth 3be ſoul 
4 knowledg, after the Image of him that created him, Gol, 3. 10, before 
the god of this World had blinded the miad that it could ſee nei- 
ther the emptineſs of the world, nor the preciouſnels of the Word, 
nor the lothfomenc(s of fin,nor the lovelineſs of the Savieur,nor the 
vanity of the ereature,nor the cxcellency of the Divine nature ; but 
whereas the man was bad before, now be ſeeth ; being made ſpiritual 


be judgeth all tbings, 1 Cor. 2, 14, 45, He judgeth the things of Hea- 


ven to be far better than the things of earth 3 the conceraments of 
his ſoul much more worth than the canceraments of his body ; and 
the atfairs of eternity far more precious than the rattles and trifles 
of time, and all yy reaſon of the new fight beſtowed on him. Satan 
truly carricth men hoodwinkt to hell, as Higlers carry-their fowls 
in Dorſcrs to the City, where they arc killed, that they cannot ſee 
.one foot of the way; neither know they whither they are goingzbut 
God doth not carry men blindfold to blifs ; but as in the old, fo in 
the new creativn he begiuneth withlighe. 
The Underſtanding in Regeneration. is illuminated: to ſee two 
things cſpecially : Sin to be the geeatelt evil, and God ini/Chriſt to 
be the greatcit good ; and 1 verily believe the miltake of the man 


miſcarriages in his heart and life : Before he looked on fin through 
the Dcvils Spetacles,and bcheld that Strumpec dreſt ini her gaudy 
atticc of plcaſurc and profit, - whereby ſhe was to him. as the'for- 
bidden fruit to Eve, pleaſant to the eyes > But now he bcholdeth fin 
through the glas of the Law (in its oppoktion to the bleſſed God, 
and his own happineſs) tript naked of all thoſe counterfeit and 
borrowed Ornaments; and it is the evil of evils, fankul fin indeed, 
He judgeth it worlc than diſcaſcs or dilgraces,thas loſles or crofles, 
yea, than Serpents or Devils; Rom. 7.1 3. Heb. 11. 25, Dani3.n7, and 
6.29, Formcrly be faw no ſuch hurt in fan that Protefiors were fo 
ſhie of it, and Preachers (o hot againſt it, .that the Son of God muſt 
dic,and the greatcft pact of the world be damned for it : but now 
he hath other thoughts of it, for he ſeetbvits contrariety/ eo-the 
Lord, and his precepts, and ſubſcribeth.untcignedly to the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law 3 -Beforc he faw little defireablenets in the infi » 
pitcly amiable God'y He ſaw xo farm nor comelinefe in bim, — 
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be babeld bim be 
thers {o much in love with him 3 his yoice was to a Chrittian, bat 
” more than- another beloved, that thou doſt thu folow bard 
»feer bimptorſake a1) for him, dedicate thy (ef wholly co him, that 
thowprayek [o fervently, heareſtd diligently, fervett him fochear- 
fally, art ſo carcfal to pleaſe him, '{© feartul of offending him ! he 
j h him happicr that had plenty of the creature,than him that 

Gvd m Chriſt for hisportion 4. but now his miad is colightned 
ro-khww the onlytrue God,and Feſwms Obrift whom-be bath ſens, Joh 49.3. 
He feeth ſack begut y.in his beting faety equity in his lows, ſuch in- 
tinite cncellency in the Divinenature, ſuch unſpeakable felicity in 
the fruition of his favour through Jeſus-Chrift, that he eſteemerh 


his very life, - yea, all thar'hie is worth for this and the other world, 


> jomin, 40 be boand ro io- the love aud lite of God, 
ahi73;25; wad 63:3 raves 


- 34 

'Secontdly, The Conſcience is41fo renewe] 3 to this faculty. the 
Spirit mmukes-#rs addreſs in the next place 3. the-Conſcience of the 
man naturally was ſo hard and obdurate, that as ice, through the 
extremity xnd continuance of a great froli, you might have driven 
Carts heavy laden over it,and it would /not becak 3_ though moug- 
tains of wie ſoured heavy, then leadg. lay wpon him, he complained 
not, Fer. 8. 6. Bat nowtis Conſcience is us the water which hath 
lach's tender film of ice upon'it,” that yielderth-at che leaſt rouch; 
a.ſlneH firoak of fin makethi'an impreſhon upon it ; before it was 
ſeatedwith a'red bot Trok, 1 Tint. 4; 2. and pal} fecling, Epbeſ. 4.17, 
18,19.45 that mi:mber which the Chyrurgcon mtendeth to cat off 
i5fo en ante means appliyed ro it for that end, that it fecleth. 
not the'Srw or Fett tf which parts it fromthe body 3 ſo the 
Con(tience was by. cuſtom m fin fo c:utcrf{ed, that it felt nor che 
Sword of the Spirie neither Munftry, vor Miſery, nor Miracle, 
nor Mercy:could-prevail 'with it 3{beat now it becomes tender ant 
flexible, alictheprick with a pinis paintal-to it 3 as ctheeye, it i& 
offended' with the famalicft duft, 2-Chron; 22.329, 3t # void of offente 
torwerily\Gud ainidman,'AGt. 24- 16. Before, it (like Micsiab to.Abab)). 
never fpake good eothe- man, but trighted him with-tears, and rex- 
rifed him wreh che pre-apprehenſions of his eternal rorments; it, 
f me Ty agar je fd; and d0g'd him day and night hike a. 
Sergeant'to arreſt fijai;' 46 rHt fuir-di the Moſt High, forithe vaſt 
debcs which/he owett tv theivine M tjolly. The man and bisCane 
ſcixnce were like fire and water 3 they never merifit the hangs of. 


Conſcience 
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bins, Ida. 53.Hc wondecd what made wo 


— 


of td 


= 
kT 


- R—— : 


conſtience- were not tied 


ti. d. is pacitied. T he-credigor now 45 ſatishgd-þ tne paymgnt, which 
the ſurety; hath made, and rhereby the.debeor is fe 


him, but as a Sexvant to alſilt him tots utmoſt pawer. The Gan4 
vert and his conſcience, are now hke4wain confareabet —_— 


pleaſe che Chaiſtiag by  asking the, Law at . Gods lips, and. making 
Scripture its Couuſcllor 3 the, Chriſtian txives; to pleaſe, his Con- 
ſcience by yiclIding.heartylubxtion to its holy Counſel, Heb.g. 4+ 
1Tim.1.5, Rom.5.4« The xgn6wsd- Conſcience giveth thenew crea 
rare more ſolid comfort ig pne gaty,then the natuxal man,(thaygh 
he equal Mctbaſelab's age) hath-4)l his days, Pbil 444 4 34 ,36 

Thirdly, The:Will is allo rengwed. the Will betare was. carnal, 
crooked,ttubbora, xebcllious againſt God and his Will .the morks of 
the-Devil be will do, John 8. 44. 41d ax, for, the, word, which than. hait 
flo ken 20-8 in the nam: of the Lartzme will wt doit, ]cr.44,16. . It.is x2+ 
ſolved for evil.aud againſt good, Ephe/..2, & 199.540. This. is Sa» 
eansFort-Royal, wherein. he contigual)y, lecargs him(cltinahcuns 
regenerate, when heis in 4 Skirmuſh beaten gut of = out-works 
by ſome ſudden conviction 3, and in this, as Sampſon in his hair, his 
whole firength lieth z Take away Wil; aud you take «pay Hel. But 
this faculty is now made pliable and flexible to the Divine Majeſty: 
It:is'made fo ſpiritual, regular and.coylonayt to Eu! | 
that the Convert may ſafely (if humbly ) Gy with Latber, let 
my will be dine, becauſeit is thy Will: lH 

P 
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899ly.maan do.naw 
as twotricnds will and. nit] the ſame thiag,. al. 6, wed 
As the Will is a ſeryaot, it 15-npw,cheantully. 
ſtex in; Heaven 3 its voice is, Lore _ 


t. 


Ats'g. 6. and,. freak Lorg, far thy ſervant beg. 
ſhew it your commiſſion from the King of Kings for W 


hat you xe+ 
© > quire, 
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xcquire, and it ently doth obey, not diſpute you commands, 

Ase Maſter (for*tis a Centurion in Authority, which hath many 
at ſts command; it faith to-one faculty go, end it goeth; to anotber 
come,and it cometh ; 1o's third,do this, and it doth it ) it ruleth now ac- 
cording to Divine: Writ, and gives Laws to-all under it, according 
to the Orders which it xeceiverh from God its Commander in chictz 
were the Chriftian's power but an{wcrable and cqual to his will, he 
would be as holy on carth as he ſhall be in heaven, Pſal-1 19.5.Rom.7, 
15,18,49. M4 

The L:on gate indeed of mans Will is far from opening of its own 
accord-x. the Will.is'hardeſt won of any faculty ; itis like the firong 
Fort of Zion in Fernſalem, which 7:þne himſclt could not (urpriſcs 
the Son of David alone can do it ; But the Spirit of God doth pu- 
werlully,though ſweetly,incline it to chuſe God,and for God, The 
Underſtanding diſcovering to the Couſcicnce the Necellity, Excel- 
lency and Benetit of praclaiming and proſecuting an Open aud E- 
ternal War again all fin, and of acccpting and crabraciog aa ever» 
lafting Covenant with God in Chriſt,and of ſubmitting to the Gai- 
dance and Government of the Spirit z Conſcience doth. in the 
Name of God, whole Officer it is, charge the Will to cloſe with 
theſe things 3 the Will, (the Spirit. riking in) yeildeth conten- 
tedly, and reſolveth accordingly, God perſwades this Japhet to dwell 
in the Tents of Sher. 

4. The Aﬀecions are likewiſe renewed : The Underſiandi 
and Will (the Superior Officers) being won, theſe like Faithful 
Private Soldiers, readily follow their Leaders, or as dutiful Hand- 
maids they obey the. Commands of theis Maſter and Milſtris : They 
ace called by ſome the Shapings-or Formings of the Will in ſeve- 
ral Motions,: accotding to the Objc& preſented ; (o that the Will 
like the Sun moving _Heaven-ward, theſe like Sun-flowers muſt 
neceſſarily follow its Motion, | 

/Beſoxe theſe affeRions: were in ſeycral regards full of corrupti- 
on,:butnow they! are: purified for the Maltcrs uſe. , Bcioze, they 
weze carricd out towards wrong Objects; hatred: was ſet upon 
God, Rom. 1, 30, His Word, Prov. 1,29. Pſa. 50.17. and people, 
Zok 45-19: Love was befiowed on ſenſual delights, Pſa, 4. 2. Fer. 5. 
31 2Tim{$. 8, and:q-:and fin, Miceb 3,2. Prov. 1,22. But. now 
the man loaths, what formerly he loycd, and loves what formerly 
he loathed :.;though kia were the luſcious meat which did 66. <x» 
ceedingly pleaſe his Palate that his Teeth were always etcoing 
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The Door of Salvation opened 


aſter it, and he xolled it as a ſweet Morſelrunder his conguey yet 
(now he ſerves it, as Ammon did Tanzar ) the atred wherewith he 
hites\4t, is far greater than thelove whe rewith he loved it, Pſklm 
#19, 104. Roms. 7, 17. hecannat feechis Rnite with which he had cut 
the Throat ot his Precious Soul and deareſt Saviour, bur his eycat- 
fe&s his heart with ſorrow and anger, O 'tisa killing look, which he 
now-gives his moſt beloved lutt z; he cannot meet this brayof hell, 
this ugly gueſt in! any room of the houſe, but his heart riſeth againſt 
it; And as hat: ful as God was to him before, Pſal.14 2 Kena.81577, 
yet-nowy he aloae is the ſavoury meat whichhis foul-laverhy pſ1... 
and-73. 25, If thisdiſh ſtand-on his table, toughall offiers be remo- 
ved; he hath that diſh which he lover bcfd. 

His joy before in the Creatures, is now in Chrift, Amor6, 13, 
Prov.2.14. Rom.5.2,3 4: Pbil 4 4. his ſorrow wasdefore for (uffer- 
ings, but *tis now for fin, 2 Cor. 7.9, 10, 11. His fear was before 
lctt he (hould loſe his flocks, or his friends, or outward mercies, 
but now *tis, Jeſt by tin he ſhou'd loſe Gods favour, Pſalm'4. 6. 
Iſa, 8. 12, 13, 

His deſire was before enlarg:d: after gold as hell; but now 'tis 
after grace us heaven, Hof. 7.14. Pſal 42.1; Mat. 5 6. Pſal.63,1; 
The deſire of our ſonl-i4 thy name, 'and to the' rem. mbrance of ther, 
Ha. 26, 8. 

Before, the Aﬀc-Rions were allo carricd out inordinately afres 
Obj. &s that were lawful : Phe man was like to be drowned iw'the 
ſhallows of lawtul «cnjoyments; when he joyed'in the Creatures 
he would over- joy, and turg thereby his mirth- into madnels;' when 
he loved his Relations he wonld overdioverthem,and change there- 
by his love to them into. ſelf; »or:foul-hatred :-S6 for-his anger, 
Epbeſc4.26, it would exceed its limits, even'whereit was hawtil; 
Eor theſe Paſſions of the Mind-are like the water of theſea, uſeful 
and profitable if kept within their bounds; bat if they overfiow the 
banks,rhey-are very:hurtful, and threaten a Deluge -ibut thexege- 
nerate perſon doth moderate andreRifietheſerAﬀections; Coli'3.'r; 
1 Fob# 2-15, 1Cdr7,29,30. He keepeth his re'fo watchſully,thae 
it doth not hiztn his houſe. * - - | WY 200 655.20 nl 

Befides, the Aﬀections were corrupt before,im regard of the-con» 
traricty which is it them ; They did corture-and tear the child if 
diſobedience 5/ one drawing #nhc way, another plucking him' the 
contrary; way +, but Grace compoſeth the AﬀeRizons which 'could 


meveragrec one with another 3 before Conveihion, Hope and "= 
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Joy and Grief, Humility and Refolution were repugnant each to 0- 
thery burRegeneration makes them good friends; when the new 
Creatures heareleaps with hope of Heaven, he is theg fulleſt of fear 
let the: ſhonld-diſpleaſe- God ; when he is mourning for fin he can 
rejoycein his Saviour; a5the Heavens can ſhine and ſhowre at the 
ſame-time, he can be meck and ficry, as Moſes, Numb. 12. humble 
and reſolute,as Pawl; and yet not like Rebeccab have two contrary 
Nations firugling within him. The Underſtanding, Will and Con- 
ſcience are the chief firings in the ſoul, to which all the rcſt are 
taned 3 now they being'by the Spirit ſet up to their due heighe 
and holineſs, the Aﬀetions are wound up accordingly,and ſo make 
a compleat harmony of the whole, and yield a gratcful ſound in 
the cars of God. | 

5. The Memory is renewed. This Maſter of the Rolls,or keeper 


of the ancient Records, was formerly as a grate (uffcring the pure 


and clear water to go through, retaining on!y the mud and hilth 
but now it is like a fan catting away the chaff, and keeping the 
good cornzit was b. fore as a tive letting the tine flower go through 
and holding faſt the bran; but now it is like the Ark wherein the 
ewo Tables are fafely laid up. The tancified mans memory iS 2 
ſpiritual treaſury 3 he layeth up the things ot God (as Mary) in his 
heart, Luke 2. 19. and as occahion ſerveth bringeth them forth,and 
layeth them out this life; he remembreth che commandments of 
God to do them, Exed.20. Pſal,109.16. 

Indeed (as the reſt, fo) this Faculty is renewed but in part ;, and 
therefore as in the beit room a Jr may {ct up hex Cobweb, ia 
the beſt garments there will be duſt, (o in the beſt memory there 
may be ſomewhat which is bad and fi!thy;but the cleauly Chriſtian 
no ſooner ſpicth it, but he ſweeps it away. 

This work of Regeneration doth alſo reach to the body 3 the 
Grong Caſtle of the ſoul being taken and ſantified,the Town of the 
body commanded by it,preſently yieldeth. The wheels and poiſes be- 
ing right within, the ban# of tbe Dial will go right with nt. Wien Satan 
ſate on the Throne of the Soul, as King, the members ot the body, 
(which the Holy Ghoſt termeth in unregenerate perſons weapons 
of wnrighteouſneſs, Rom. 6, 13 ) were his Militia, and employcd to 
defendihis unjuſt Title, croexecurehis ungodly deligns, to periorm 
his helliſh pleaſure, the head to plar, the hands to act, the tect to 
run, the eyes to fee, the cars to hear, the tongue to ſpeak for him 3 
bat af when an encwy is conquered, and a Magazine in War is Wo 
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* " The Door of Salvation: opened 


en,the General maketh.uſe of thoſeArmsand-of that Ammuniri# 
n for his ſervice, which before were imployed agaialt-him + So 
the ſtrong man Satan bcing beaten out of his ſtrongholds by Chriſt 
the ſtronger than he, the members of the body which before were 
taſtruments of unright couſneſs unto ſin, are now wiſtruments of righteouſ- 
1-ſs :mto God, Rom.6.13,16, The Eyes which before were wanton, 
open, and full of adultcry, 2 Pet. 2. 4: are now locked down fatt 
with a c venant not #0 look after a maid, ]ob 31.1.They are trrned away 
from bebolding vanity, Plal. 101, 3, The Ears which betose were as 
deaf as the Adder, not hearing the voicc'of the heavenly charmer, 
do now hearken to what the Lord ſpeaketh-z as fonn as the wan- 
dring ſheep is brought home to the fold of Cliriſt,- he is known by 
his ear-mark, He heareth Chriſt voice, and followeth bim, Joh. 10. 27. 
Plal.85.8. The breath and ſpeech which bcfore were corrupt, ftin- 
king, as proceeding from rotten lungs,an unlancihed heart, Rom.z, 
is now ({weet, ſcaſoned with grace; for the mans inward parts are 
found. Anatomilts teach us that the heart and tongue hang on one 
firing 3 The mouth of the righteous ſpcaketh wiſdom, and bis tongue tal- 
heth of Fudgment ;, for the Law-of God i in bis beart, Plal. 37. 30, 31. 
his lips ſpeak the language of Canaan, The found of the metal dif- 
covers to be filver z, Hi very ſpeech bewray«th binr ( as they (aid of 
Prier, Mat,26.73.) to belong to 7ofus : His teet betore made haſte to 
ſhed blood, they ran to evil, were the Devils Lacquey to go on his. 
errands, Roms.3 15. Prov.1.16, but now they are turned $0 Gods teſti- 
zonies, they run the way of Gods commandments, Plal. 119.1, 59. His 
hands before were full of opprelſion, violence,bribery and extortion, 
Pſal; 26.'10. Prov. 6, 17. Satans (ervants, tomake up that work. 
which he cyt out 3; but now. they. are liſted up to Gods Law and. 
Word : Thus in their places, arc all the Faculties of the ſoul and. 
members of the body, obedient to Gods Precepts, and lerviceable 
to his Will, | 

© Thirdly, Iobſerve in this formal cauſe, the pattern; it is a re- 
newing of the whole man after the Image of God , mans loſs and-mi- 
ſery by his fall conliſteth in theſe two things. 1, He lolt Gods 
Image and likeneſs, 2, God's favour. and. love: - Now that the 
ſecond Adam might recover us to Gods love,he doth imprint on us 
Gods Image z for likeneſs is the ground. of lave... Therefore the 
regenerate are ſaid to, be partakers.of the divine natare, 2 Pet.1.4. aud 
the new man. which' they put on jn converſion is (aid to be. after God 
and after the Image of bing that created them, Epheſ, 4,23, Col, 3. 10. 
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; Gabe Rig of Regeneration: 
The law of Gad.is written. js their bearts, Heb. 8,16, which Law. is no- 
thing but a conformity. or likene(s to the nature and will of the 
Lord. The corruptimage of Satan and the old Adam is defaced 
thezefore ivis called a putting off the old man, Col.3z. 9. Epheſ. 4. 23, 
the pure Image of Gad isintroduced, therefore it's catled a putting 
on the new man, Epheſ. 44,24 Fhich after God is created in righteouſneſs 
and true bolineſ;,and « being boly 45 God is boly, i Pct.1:14,15,16. And 
indeed all theſe new borg children do fo far a5 they arc regencrate, 
compleatly xeſemble their father :. Their godlinels is nothing bur 
Goad-likcneſs, a beam of the Divine glory, a reprelentation of Gods 
own perfeQions 3 Asthe Wax bears the image of the S:al,and the 
glalsof the face, ſo doth the, new. Creature bear the image ot his 
Creator. David was-a man after Gods own beart, becauſe a man in 
ſome mcaſure.giter gods, own holineſ7. 

Fourthly, Lobſcr ve. in this formal cauſe the ſeaſon 3 I layit is a 
work of Gods Spirit, whereby. he doth at firſt renew the whole man 
after his own Image.. Theſe words at firft, do diſtinguiſh Regene- 
ration from San iticativo. Sanctifcation is a conttant progreſſive 
renewing of the whole man, whereby the new Creature doth daily 
more and more dic unto fin and live unf® God ; Reggneration is the 
birth, Santification 4s the growth of.this Bube of Grace.: . Ia Re- 
generation the Sun of holin« {5 riſes, in Sanctihcation it keepeth its 
courſe, and. ſhineth brighter and brighter uato the perfect day, 
Prov 4.18 The former is a {pc citical change from Nature to Grace, 
Epbej.5.8. The lattcris a gradual change trom one degree of grace 
toanother, Pſal. 84.7. whereby the Chriſtian goeth.trom ſtrength 
to ſtxengthujll be appear before God in Sion. As Creation and Pre» 
{ervation difkr, ſo do Converſion and SarQibcation 3- Creation is 
the produQtion of ſomething aut of nothing z Preſervation is a con= 
tinued Creation,os. Creation every.moment in anew Editian : Con» 
verlion isa new Creation, 2 Cor.5,17. The making of new heavens ond 
new earth whereindweleth righteouſn:ſs « Sanftitication is a continu» 
cd,Converlion, or Converſion eyery moment in a newer and more 
corre edition, 1 hus much for the formal caule of Regeneration, 
A renewing of the mbole man at firſt after Gods Image. 

Fifthly, Here is in the definition the Final caules of, Regenera- 
tion, The glory of God, and the ſalvation of bis Eleft.. The tutt is the 
more, .the-other thelefs principal end. They are both jqyned to- 
gether in Gods decree and intention,and in the Saints calling, ant 
the.cxccution-of. his decree, . The Lord made. all things for bimſelf, 


Prov. 
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Prov. 16 3. but cſpecially the new Creation, that being his Maſter- 
piece and choice work, is particularly defigned4or the credit of the 
Workman 3 All thy works ſhall praiſe thee, O God, ani tbe Saints ſpall 
bliſs thee, Ptal, 145. 10, All Gods works do' praiſe hith, even the 


'Earth, and Heavers, and Brutes analogically,after'a manner, by 


{crving him in theig places and (tations, and giving others matter 
and occalion of praiting him, Sinners may praiſe him formally atter 
their manner, 43 Tyampets make aloud noiſe, but arc filled only 
with wind ; but Sainrsonly can praile him/properly afterhis man- 
ner, in ({uch a way as he accepteth;”praiſe is thehigheſt; the moſt 
excellent part of Divine Worſhip; Now excellent feech becometh not 2 
fool, Prov.17-7. as every lionerisz But proiſe is comely for the upright 
Pſal. 33.1. The water of Szints prailes is drawn” out of a deep 
Spring, the Heart, and (o it is ſweet and pleaſant, "This is Gods 
great end in ſowing the precious ſeedof Grace, thathe might reap 
a cropot Glory ; Ad 15.14. God did at firſt viſit the Gentiles, and +ake 
out of them ( mark ! ) a people for bis Name. He makes them partakers 
of his N.ture,that they might be a people for his Name; $6 1/4.43. 
21. Thi people bare 1 formed for my ſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth my praiſe. 
God formed all the peopt#in the world for himſelf, for his own 
praiſe Even a Pharaoh is created and advanced, that God might 
be ex.lted, Rom 9.17. But this regenerated people 1s the people which 
God principally deligneth for his own praiſe. This people I bave' for- 
med for wy ſeif , other people. T have paſicd by like old picces of me- 
tal, leaving them in-their duſt and ruſt 3 but +bis people I have 
throwu into the fire of my Word, have calt them ancw, and made 
them veſlcls of gold, meet for my own ſerviceand/glory. They ſhall 
ſhew forth my praiſe : They; Alas others may praiſe him ignorantly, 
as the Arrow hittcth the mark, but knoweth not its own Motion ; 
or torcedly,as he ſqueezeth confelhons from them of his Juſtice and 
fircngth when they are under the rod or upon the wrack, Exod.9, 
27, And this is no thank to the Will of man; but to the power of 
God, who like the Huntiman uſeth the rage of the Dogs to hisown 
end, and mak<th the wrath of man to ptaiſe him, Pſal.70- 10. or at 
belt they praiſe him but notionally, and by hear-ſay, as one born 
blind may commend the Sun, or a firanger the Country he never 
ſaw. How tar ſhort muſt theſe come when no Creature can do God 
right, or Iimbout his vaſt perfeQions in'their ſeveral dimenſions 1 
ſurely theſe muſt do him wrong, | and blot his Name with the tnoft 
curious Penfil of their moſt ſtudied praiſes, but thirprople ſhall ſhixp 
forth my praiſe, Alexau- 


| + rhe Key of Regemeration. 


"- Alexander would have none draw his Picture but Apeles, or cur 
his Scarue but Lyſippms, becauſe none elſe had Art enough todo jt 
well.” Certain'ir is, none have skill and witdom to ſhew torth Gods 
praiſe, 'but rhat people which he formed fur that. purpoſe : This 
people which have feſt the weighrot rheir/fwus, avd (marted with 
wounds in their ſouls; this people which have (ometimeb2cn ter- 
riticd orider the apprehenſion of my unſpeak.ble tury, and the ex- 
peQation of the unquenthable tire 3this people that have ſeen their 
corruptions in their colours, ſuffered-Divine Ferrors, given them- 
(elves over for dead; damned creituge*, and then were by bourtrtom- 
leſs mercy drewfroat” of the deptly of milery,. tranſacted our of 


. death and darknefs info the Kingdom of light"and lite ; this people 


which 1'have hefed with'the blood'of my'Son;.beautitied with 
the <eaocoobWpShtrie intereſſed in rich promites; intitled ro the 
Heavenly Poſſullion-z: this peop'e which have beca carricd like the 
Ambaſſadors of the'King of Babylon into the Templc,2 King.20,1 2. 
and'ſeen all the tichiiels and glory therenf, tht pleaſures and com- 
forts therein, taſting me to be gracious, fitting under my.ſhadow» 
with grear delight, *{8hacing their” fouls with the means of grace, 
and rejoycing in hoped etcroal' glory ; this people (hall praile the 
greanels of my power, the manifoldnek of my witdom, the fweet- 


. neſs of my Love,the fiiren:#s of twy Word:the riches ot my M.rcy; 


the freehe(s of my Grace, the beauty of my Imige, the peeciouſhe ls. 
of my Chrilt;and allthis apon their own knowledg and cxperience. 
© che Hoſannah's, and Halletujabs, the Praife; and. Glory, and Ho- 
nour, and Thanks whieh this people ſhall give tothe Lord, and to: 
the Lamb for ever: "Phe hirps of Saints are tuned'to thefe ſongs 
oniexrth3 butrwho can conrcive whit” raviſhing maulick they. wall 
make in rugning divilions owthelcdeveral Notcsin H:avgu ' Sure- 
ly, ſarely,. the greateſt revenues of praiſes which come into Gads: 
Exchequer; are from the hgatty-acelamations ot his (andtined and 
ſaved ones 3m theyiteceive the Thoiceſt Mercies, the Love of God,, 
the Blood of Chriſt, ' Pardon; 'Pexce, Gracty Glory, ſothey xcrurn.. 
the higheſt Praiſes, THIS! 1787 
The building of mans-body.is ſo ately a Structure, the rooms« 
in it focurious, the hangings and-furniture (o rich and coſtly, ,em+ 
broidered 45 with needlework, that:the Owner of the Houſe hath a; 
conkidttible Rent of Honour paid for it : Twill praiſe thee, (ith: 
Diyid, for Lam fearfully and wlly made ; my ſubſtance was n1t bid: 
fromabee, mben Twas made in ſecret; and curiouſly. wroughd in rhe Jaweſt ; 
| houde 


The Door of Salvation opened 


part of the Earth, Plal.139.14,15- The ſetting up of the new Crea- 
tion, as it is more glorious, the Image of Gods own perfeQions 
(thuugh it be imperfect in this life) the heart of a Saint being be- 
(pangled like the Heavens, with thoſe gliGering Stars of Graces, 
and his lite being a le gible Comment on the Divine Law,(o it brings 
the Author a larger income of Honour. This is the Lords doing, and 
it is marvelow in'the godly mansSeye,1 Tim.1,13,14,17- 1 Pet. 1, 3. 
but when the good work now begun ſhall be finiſhed, then Gods praiſes 
ſhall be perfected: when the Foundation of this Spiritual Temple 
is laid in this. world, they cry (Grace, Grace z but when the- Top- 
ſione ſhall be laid in the other world, then they ſhall cry, Glory, 
Glory ; Bleſſed are they that dwell in that Houſe,; they ever praiſe bim : 
in that Temple dath every one ſpeak of bis glory. Therefore the Pſalmilt 
obferveth that when the Lordſhall build up Sion, - 2ben be ſhall appear in 
bi glory, Pla), 102.6: While his,Church is building; he is glorious; 
but as the Sun under a cloud, net appearing {oto the beholders, we 
can ſee but little of his infinite beauty, becaule of our weak eyes; 
and reccive but little of his infinite bounty, becauſe of our narrow 
hearts but when. Sox (hall be built up in Heayen, our eyes ſhall 
be (trengthned) to ſee the King is bis glory, ta ſee bim as be is, and the 
water-pots of our ſouls enlarged and filled yp to the, brim with 


thoſe ſtreams which make glad the Gity of God, tben abe Lord ſhall appear 


i bi glory; then he ſhall have the honour of all his Attributes, the: 
praiſe ot all his Proyidences, and the glory of all his Perfections ; 
tor then he ſhall appear in all his Royalty, ; Embroidery, *Magniti- 
cence and nw W ben. the/Saints (hall have failed in the veſſel of 
their Saviour, through the boiſterous watersof Mens Wrath, De- 
vils Rage, and the Laws Curſe,. and be fately, landed in Heaven, 
then God.ſhall have his tull -price of Honour and Glory for. their 
fraught. | 

The other end of Regeneration, namely, the Salvation of the 
EleR,'.is purpoſely omitced here, b:eaule it wilt be fully (poken-to. 
in the next Head, the firſt Reaſon of the:Dofdrine, So much forthe 
Deſcription of Regeneration. evil ih Hit 
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The. Reaſons why Regeneration is weeefſary in all that will obtain Sal- 


: hems I: $45 £8 4 

N the next place, 1 hall ſpeakto the Reaſons why there is a ne- 
I necellity of Regeneration in every man that would obtain Sal- 
vations #5 bis: apt os Bien, am 

Firſt; Becauſeevery man-muſt be prepared for { before he can 
be admitted into that holy place. * We; {ay in Philoſophy, Na- 
ture: doth nothing per ſaltxim 3. the ground is prepared tor an Har- 
velt, by being Danged; Plowed,: and Sowed , it is as truc in this 

int ot Se Goa of Natarc 'will not fave a man per 
ſala \notwrettiove* a Swine, out of a Stye, immediately into e 
Dining-room 3 not take a Sinner, recking in his luſts, and preſent- 
ly inveſt him with a Crown of lite 3/ no, the man mult be prepa- 
red by Regeneration-or bolivels in part, for. Salvation or  holine(s 
which is-pertc4... The Heathen King would not admit Virgins 
to his Bed till they (had been puxrificd, Efthgr 2. 12. And ſurely 
the King of Kiags will not receive any into his nearec(t and dea- 
reſt embraces,-till they'are cleanſed from all pollutions both of fiſh 
and ſpirit. | 

Every/manby his firſt birth is polluted, meer darkneſs, not re- 
cciving the things. of -God, - Epbeſ, 5. 8. .mcer bardneſs, as unable 
as a fione-to/move inthe ways ot -God... Ezek, 36. 26. wholly cap- 
tivated underthe Dominion'of fin and Satan, Epbeſ. 2 1,2, 3. and 


hereby. is unprepared: for that holy, place. The moſt godly Fa-* 


ther begetteth- an- ungodly, Child ; Adam begat a Son after bis own 
( not'Gods } Inge, Gea.5, 3.; The white Halgens batch black 
youngonts. Though the Wheat be theeſh:d, tanned and parted 
trom3the firaw and: chaff; yet, when ſowed, it bringeth forth 
Wheat both. with falk ;and, husk, That #bich is born of the fleſh 
is flip; John 3-5, now floſs and blood ( eſpecially in this depraved 
(enſe ) cannot inberit the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Cor. 15. 

| ARakerin Prividsieo it.tox, a Kings preſence 3 but regene- 
cate rp bY Dontyin T1 fo Heaven, it maketh 
. the crchtyre mees:tor thenuheritance 6+ Saints fn light, Col.x. 
12-/.:'We (cald:avd falon.vclcls with hot water, and thereby fit 
and. prepare thern to hold-wine, or ſome precious liquor : fo God 
"" E ſcafoncth 


Grace and glory differ not {peciftall fj kt-graduilly ; grace is ets 
infantilis glorie, as learned Davenant callethig, the infancy of glory; 
glory is the THaturity of ful} growth of (graces the ſame Rats in'an 
higher ſtature ; grace is glory inchoate,glory is grace conſummare; 
therefore as clothes by lighter colours are fitted to receive a deep 
Scarlet dye; bs Chritthant by grace-og Rrgehcration are prepargtd 
for glory anatv ation,” 7/7/92 08 ator ny 12] toy) ihe: þ 
The Grammar teacheth the Scholar to.conſtrue and pierce, and 
chat fitteth him intitefor che Univerticy; Regeneration teacherh 
the Chriſtian; What® mediate Communion: with: God: mcancth, 
and that fitreehforimmediate Communion: Regeneration makes 
us capable of the beatitit4lfviſion, Mue. 5! 8. nota xmcer condi- 
rion, but as #neceflaty diſpoliton/in the 'agent towards/its object, 
as the lenſirtve faciiltices are required tothe act of ſenſation, as-well 
a5 fenlible objecte, | 
And indeed Heaven would not be Heaven, that is, a place of 
happine(s to them which arc n6t fitted foe it by holine(s. We fay of 
men brought up in the Countsy,"chat-they: would not; delighe in 
the honowns aud P'cafurtsof 't Court; blouſe fuch things would 
ncither ſuit this education. or difpolitions ſo men who know no 
other Heaven than to cat, and drink, ahdificep; and-roar, and re- 
vel, aud like Swine to,wallow in the mire of ſenſual luſts, would 
never” d<light'in thxt place of Spiritual and Angelical'pleafures 
for it would fyir neither thetr fafnl-brecding, 'noxi{enſua} naturcs. 
Ut their (ore eyes which are (continually ranniag with a rhume of 
corruption, cannot without pain behold the'Star-lightof holinefs 
tm the Saints, how can they with any-dclight ſee God tace to face, 
and behold that bleed San in his eternal noon-tide of purity and 
glory ? Therefore, as they'thit are to live in another Country arc 
titted for it by tearving the Language, Cuſtoms. and Carriage-of 
people in that Country; {o God will have>them 'who- art to'live 
in the heavenly Country learn before-hand* the work of the Civh- 
zus there, namely, howto pleale, praiſe; glotitic and enjoy his 
Majclty. ns een es Fo ca ( 2441 


condly, Every than miali be regenerate, ot he: cannot be (a- 
ved, becauſe all that #ttaibHeaven'm terclte&im the Parcha- 


{cr of Heaven : Thoſe thar go to/that place mult be'unjred ro,and 
have a pact inhich that laid Yown the price 3 though man maybe 
« pollctipr of Heaven, yet'Chrilk alone was the Purchaſer of ir. 


ſcaſoneth the foul with grace, and thereby preparcth it for glory. 


We 
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ching from Earth to Heaveny by the help” of whith the Chriſtian 
may aſcend thithers all other'detds of conveyance will be found 
forged, -andalt dlaims made to theundefiled inheritarice which are 
not under him, arc falſe” (rherefore Heaven is called the parchaſtd 
paſſeſſion, Epbeſ. 1; 14,7 dveauſe bobght with the precious 'blood of 
Chrill )-for till a mans perſon be/juftified, ft'can never be gloritied: 
the guilr-of fin maſt ibe removed, or the inner carmor be ſaved ; 
che-foul miſt-be regonciled T0'God} und accepted as righteous in 
his Son; or-it can'mever 4well with God, and be 'thade glorious 
as hs: Son, \145 + 1945 yhotgeot'r: (aro viE 1 
- There sretworhariges mdiſpenfably-requifire in all that would 
be faved :' The oneis the change of a tnans Rate,or a moral change, 
when ofa Bond*ian to R9/andSitrn, 'h&is made x Free-mvan, Fob. 
$. 36. when of a Slave to the Devil, he is made the 'Son of God; 
wheg-he is'brought-{r0in- under the:Covelatx of Works; to be un- 
der the Covenant'of Guite 5 when of|ati'Ehctry to God he $5revon- 
ciltd to blm'by the death of ir $09; ww lien thbugh he (were far of, be 
irinade nigh, though he Was nov belovrd yer now's beloved ; though 
he was a child of wrath, is ndw'# veſſel of: mrey, Fob.n.12.Rom, g-19. 
Epb.2.3, Rom.9. 23, 1 Ped-3.9, 10." The'other is'the'change of a mans 
nature, ors Phytical'chmge, whicn the whole miztt is refiewed 'af- 
ter the Intvge of God. The former'is rHative;thisis rea! 3 the for- 
met is che'change of his condition,0this of his difpoferiou ; the for- 
mer change is wrought inguſtification, this in'Regeneration 3 now 
the change of a mans nature is abſolutely neceſlary, becauſe till this 
be wrought there is no change of a mans ſtate 3 the perſon is un- 
juſtificd while the nature is \dfan&ifidd > for thoagh Chrilt be the 
purchaler of the pardon of fin, of peace with God, of perſeverance 
inigraec,. of zn infic! Ma HPO yet Te + only for thoſe that arc 
in himythat is, really united to him : There is Wo contdemwation to them 


which ore in Chriſt Teſus, Rom. $, 1. A Jirgin hath no right at all 
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were in the Ark were faved y'thiis dll that hang only about Chriſt, 
the true Ark, by. general profeſſivn, -will be drowned, will be 
damned when the. deluge of -wrath comethz they only that arc 
in him by a real Oe ſhall be ſaved. New faith the-Apoltle, F 
and obſerve it Reader, if wry; nan! be int Chriſt be ir 8 new :crcarmre,, | 
2 Cor. 5.17. Therefore regeeration.j5 required,; becaufe, by at. the: 
creature is planted igtO/Gheifty, Regeneration Cutteththe mat bf 
from his own. fiock, apg grafreth'him into the Lord Jeſus; Rege- 
neration throweth,the.finver off {tom his own bottom, and builds 
him.on the Saviour, as. « ſure fhupdatiop-:: Regeneration: is as it 
were the Minitier which, martieth Chaiſt .ang:the. ſoul, together, 
thercin the foul giveth it (clf unfeigned!y to Chrilt, and. rift gt 
veth himſelf really tothe ſoyl;! and-therebythe fins gnd weaknegics 
of the ſoul, the Wife, become the Hugbands-3 and themiches, and 
rightcouſneſs, the home and hegyzg of Chrili,.. the Husbands, -be- 
come the Wives: + nl Ho dd | 
When. God converts tha fingen, ; be; {engdeth his-meflengeryc as 
Abrabam. bis Steward-)) 'ta-proxide- a Witte \for his only Son; 
the Miniſter, ( like the, derventwith, Rebeakob, treateth. with the 


ſoul, telling it how. infinitely. bleſſed his Maſters Son is 3 how rich, 
even. the beir of all zbings 3(how-; beautiful, cycn the faireſt of tex 
thouſands, and a{togetbcr dppely 3 (how excecdingly this marriage 
will be forits advantage; apap Frys (- the Spiric rifipg in ) the 
ſoul conſcrueth;to take Chyiltifor. 145; Lord and Husbigg, : and (6: 
becometh the-Spouſe of the. God, gf ;1/2z;, and hath araven. entai- 
led on it for 'a Joynture,  , 1144 % 
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Proceed now! from the ,Explication, tg the Application: of the: 

] -Dodrine L and it-may-be-ulefulto.ys ſeyera)! ways,: eMiltL9- 99, 
Fiſt, By way of. (Lptormations, M;w i0h. Men. 
and women can never attajn Sal vationy>thenr;i avin.the. 
hrfi place, how groſs apg how great "uy dclufion of graceleland, 
irreligious perſons, How, excecdingly do molt ſinnexs cheat and co-) 
xa theix oven louls! Readeryis may be thourt a Drunkard, a Swcas; 
| | xer,. 
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rer, « SccHfer at godlineſs,anAtheilt in thy heart,in thy ſoul and yer 
thou hopelt to get to heaven. O deſperate deluſion ! Itell thee, ei- 
ther chis Text which 1 write of, and which is the word of the true 
aad living God,muſt be falſe (ybich the Devil himſelf is nor ſo great 
a blaſpbemer as co think). or. thou art a brand for the unquenchable 
fire... Do but look, into the black lift of thoſe that are for utter dark. 
nefs,and.tbou, mayft.read thy very oame written there in broad let. 
rers, 1 Cor.6.9,10- K now: ye not that the unrighttonws. ſhall nu t wherit 
the Kingdom God ? Beat deceived (O Soul-cheater ) neither Fernie 
caters, nor Jdelgters, no Aduitere's, nor E ffeminate, nor abuſers of 
them/clues Fith mankind, nor Theres nor Covetowe, nor Diyntards, ner 
* Rivilers, ner- Extor toner s ſhalt inherit the bingdem of God, See Gal. 5; 
19,20; 2:1, 40d 6.748. 'Ephe/e. 5-5, 6. Friend, 1 could. rame forty 
Texts.of Seripiure which paſs ſentence cf ever}iſting condemnation 
on.thy ſoul, and yet thou thinkeft in deſpite of God and his Word 


C» 

to be (aved.. I aflure thee, prophere wretch, thou cameſt ſhort of 
as bundreds which ſhal-come ſhort of Heaven. Many bid fair(co the eyes 
m1 of men} by civility, morality. and common grace, but come not up 
ie to-the price,co Regeneration, and ſo miſs of that place; thou -arc 
, every day adding ſig to.fin, drunkenneſs to thirſt, polting in the road 
” to Hell,and yet ſayeſt chat thou ſhalt arrive at Heaven ! well, within 
e a few days it ſhall be. tried. whoſe words are trueſt, Gods or thine. 
- ut if chou nayli be convinced of thy Soul. flattery, before it bring: 
) thee into endleſs miſery ;_ 1 ſhall ſhey thee che utter impolſibilicy of 
. thy ſalvation while thep remaineſt in this conditian. There are four 


gates through which all muſt go that get into the new 7er»/alem,. 
every 03e of which is ſhut, lockt, bar*d. and bolted againll thee. 

1, They that get to Heaven muſt go !hrough che gare of Elettion, 

As all that were nor reckoned by Genealogy, were put by the Prieſt. 

hood, as being polluted. Zx74 2.62. ſo all areexcluded eternal life, 

whoſe names are.not \vritten in the Lambs Bok of life, Rev 20. ule 

* FMhoſerver Was not found written in the hook of [:ft, was caſt into the lake 

F of fire. Now this gate of EleRion 1s ſhut againſt, propbaneſs.; chou 
& Halt not the leaft ground to imagin chatthou art Eleed, whillt chow 
art Uncanverted, becauſe God. decreed all them to be, ſantifi:d, 
whom he decreed to be ſaved; Mark that, 2 The/ 2.13,14. #2 hath. 
choſtn us to ſalydtion through ſanktification of th: Spirit and bel.of of the 

truth, Theend and the way were both in Gods thoughts together. 
Thoſe whoſe names #re regiſtred in Heayen,cheir nitures are cegene- 
uted on lth, | When he, did preasiFimte,them be alſo called, Kp33o. 
'4Y 
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| The Door of Salvation ojentd oh 
The firſt riſe (ſaith one) and ſpring of meroey iv Eledion, which bred 
keth our by effeual Calling,and fo flowerh down it the Channels of 
Faith aad Holinefs,cill it lofe it ſelf in the Ocean of Glory. Yoration 
i$ the ourard expreſſion of Gods inward intention to fave « finner, 
6r the firſt impreſſion of the Seal apon the Wer ;, rherefore Eleftion 
and'Vocation are both conjoyned, Kev. 17. 14. \nay,rhe one is put 
for the other, 1 Cor, 1. 26, 27. becauſe they are infepatable coniph+ 
nion#, ſo chat if thy name be written in the Book of kfe;thy narure 
would be renewed to live a fpiritual life, 2 Jim. 1.9! t Per.1i2.Thete- 
fore (Reader ) if eyer thou reackeſt Heaven in this eſtate of yblfolj- 
neſs, thou muſt make a blot, nor only.in_ the'B. ble," Þiit in the very, 
Book of Life. {2 ITY 
2. All that getto Heaven muſt go through the gate'of Chrifis P#(- 
fion : There is no name under heaven given among minhy which we ma ! 


be [ave?, bat the N ame of Jeſu Chriſt, ARt.4.12. And'it is the deat 
of Chriſt which purchaſerh eternal life for Chriſtians ; . a5 the fown 
ſeed by dying bringeth forch a plentiful increaſe, fo Chriſt by dyitg 
briugeth many Sons to glery, John 12 24. Heb. 2. to, bat this fate 
is ſhut 8gainſt thee , for thoſe for whom Chriſt purcheſet pfory,for 
them he purchaſed grace, The Son of God f#id down the fartie price 
for both ; ſo that if ever be deliver thee from the condemning power 
of fin, he will deliver thee from the commanding power. of fin, 
Tit. 2.14” He gave binſelf for ma, that be hight redeevs ws Fas all 
eniquity,and parifie wnro himſelf a peculiar peopley2.t Home of food works ; 
fo Luk. 1.71, 72,74, 75. Epheſ. 5.25, 26. He: gave himſelf for bis 
Charch (obſerve the end) that he might [anftifit and cleanſe it, He dyed 
for ſir, chacall his mighc die ro fin, Job. 17 19. be poured out his 
hearr-blood, that God might pour down his holy Spirit, Hi nawe i 
called Feſms, becauſe be ſwveth bis people from their fans, Mat.1.21. not 
only from the punifhment bur alſo from the power of thelr fins. Now 
canſt thou think (O Atheiſt !) to make Chritt an half Saviour, as the 
Papiſtsdo,a Parchaſer of pardon, bur not of purity ! then queſtion. 

feſs thou can(t be burhalf ſaved, and have che greareft part of th 
miſery Rill upon thee, to wit, thy ſlavery to fin Bur ſurely hou ok 
not think, chat when Jaſtificarion and SanQification tre joy ned to- 
. gether in the purpoſe of the Father, and the purchiſe of the Son, it 
: ſhall bein thy power to part themaſitider, To CC 
A third gate chgough which all muſt go that gee to heſven, is the 
gate of Scripture. The Promiſes are the gracions 0 rei bel 4viderices 
which Saints have to fhew foe their rigtk to that ploricut thhetitdrice': 
And 
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Crt by the Key of Regeneration. = 


Ambit! is cuiſts preſumption to expert Heaven without a Promile. 
Now-Ged hethin: (many places excluded thee, but in) no place pro- 
miſed Heavea'to thee, Look fromihe beginning tothe end of the 
Bible; and thou alc not find one good word ſpoken to thee; there 
are goes bod curſes, threatnings'end judgments, which thou mdyti 
ch8 85 thy part.and portion,bat no promiſe or ſaving bleihng. 

' Ah ies of Salvation are conditional, CAſar.5.y. and 11, 
a8. Job y- 16. yes, including and <xpr. fling this very condition of 
Converfion) He thet believerh fall be [aved, faith God, Mark 16.16. 
Angrepent that your firs maybe blatted out, AR. 3 19. the body and 
ſoul-do ſpecifically conſtitute the whole rew man,and upon thoſe two 
Hindpes of Faith and Repentance do all the ſav.ng-promifes in theBi. 
ble hang z [therefore thy expeQance of the promiſe without the per- 
farmance of the condition. is ſou!; damning deluſion ; thou maylt like 
a Dog ſnatch. atrhe Childrens read, the Promiſe ,but afſure thy (elf 
thou haſt no part nor lot inth-ſe matters. 

This, Readers! is the difference berwixt preſuming and believing, 
he chat believerb, Gnding in tus own ſoul the conditions mentioned 
in the promiſes of eternal life, (as namely, that be walks afcer the 
ſpiric, mortifierh the deeds of the fleſh, bach bis coaverſation in Hea- 
ven, R m.$.1. Phil. 3.19. and the like) refieth on Chritt for pardon 
and life,, upon theewarrant and ſecurity of his word and promiſe, 
P/al.119- 114,145: He. that preſumeth, [ooketh thar God ſhould per. 
form bis of te promiſe in giving Salvation, but never minderh 
whethec be perfor» bi- part of che promif*, in obſerving the condi- 
tion,» Let thy Conſcience be judg wiheiber thou art not ſuch a pre. 
ſumptuous perſon, and therefore doſt in va n look for the fru t of the 
Produc. , 

'4s/ Albchat get to: Heaven mult go through the gate of mediate 

ton; Heaven muſt be nigh thee before thou canſt be in Hea- 

vets, jo fellowſhip with. God.jnghis world , which firteth- for fel. 
lowfhip with:God incbe other world ;, without bolineſ7 nove ſhalt ſee 
Ged, Heb. 12. 14. Becauſe without holineſs none can ſee God ; an 
unhboly mind cannodbebold bim, 8n unboly Will cannotenjoy dim, 
unholy vffeRions cannot delighe in him, a& gnboly, man.in Heaven 
-couldnotfind it « place of happineſs, for 't not a 7 «rhe Paradile, 


| but a place of holy pleafares ; *tis mediate Communitg; which doch 


capacitate toe Soul for immediate Communign;, and as theweaker 
eyes may behold the Sun in.its deams, ben io «s glorious body 2cche 
digbeſt in.a clear day ;, (04 Lnaller degree: of holineſs will enable 
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The Door of Salvation opened 


the Scul'to ſee God in the glaſs of his Ordinances, then to ſee him 
face to face. Now thou canſt not enjoy bim in this jmperfeR degree, 
much leſs in a ſtate of perfeRtion. 7f thow ſazeſt that thon baſt fellow. 
ſhip with him; and walkeſt in darkneſs, thou lyeſt, 1 John 1.6, Mark, 
If thou ſayeſt that thou enjoyeſt fellowſhip with God, and leadeRt a 


ſinful life, thou telleſt a broad lie ; all that enjoy the Ordinances of 


God,do not enjoy the God of Ordinances; all that goto Church do 
not meet with Chriſt : hat communicn hath light with darkweſt, or 
Chriſt with Belial ? truly no move hath God with thy ſoul. Princes 
are not ſo prodigal of their intimate friendſhip and favour, as to 
throy them away upon their foes. Thy carnal mind is enmity againſt 
God , God is x profeſt enemy to thee, and therefore can they ever 
walk together till they he agreed?Now there is a neceſlicy of walking 
with him before thou cantt be tranſlated to him, Gen. 5. 21. or elſe 
thou haſt found out a nearer way to Heaven then the Children of God 
ENT IN, , 

Beſides the Scripture ſpeaketh plainly,that he who bath a true hope 
of Heaven doth parific eimſelf as God is pare, 1 Job. 3.3. True bope 
bepetteth and increaſeth holineſs ; now doth thy hope cauſe thee to 
purifie thy (cf when like an infant thou polſuteſt thy ſelf, lieft con. 
tentedly in thy filth, and never mindeſt cleanſing ? 

Now tell me, Reader, whether thou doſt not ſadly cozen thy ſelf, 
in dreaming of calvation withcut Regeneration, when God prede- 
{tinared all co be conformable ro the Image of his Son in glory, Rom.8, 
29. whcn Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered not only to procure pardon, but for 
. all bis, freedcm from the power of ſin ; when the promiſes of the 
Goſpel do expreſs Regeneration as the indiſpevſable qualification of 
all that ſhall be ſaved, 4.3. 19, and when thou art ſo tar from being 
capable of immediate communion hereafter, that it is impoſſible that 
thou ſhouldeſt in thy carnal eftate have mediate Commugjon-with 
him here ; can(t thou continue in thy thoughts that Heaven ſhall be 
open tothee, when the Hand of Almighty God bath ſhurir againſt 
thee, and blocked up every way which leadsto it, ro keep,thee ont? 
and how deceitfully and deſperately wicked is chy heart to promiſe 
thee(if thou wile ſerve fin and the world)the beautiful Racked of Hea.. 
ven,when after all thy ſlavery co thy luſts, etou ſhale bepur off with 
the bleat. eyed Leah of Hell | Believe not,O Reader, The wicked one, 
if thou loveſt the life of thy ſoul ; he may by bis lying ſpirit m-thy 
heart, as ſometimes in the month of 4hab; falſe Prophets, periwade 
thee to ge onin thy finful courſes, and promiſe thee as he did 4þab, 


« yy 
* 


that 


Ty 


LIMI 


*X ww > mn ÞF Go Vw logpgrnRAll ay. t + og 


os * 


-—— ———— — ——  — N | 
____ bf thee of Regeveration. 


- 


hath not ſpoken in his Word. I cel! chee 

mrs forfirch prophanie Yan, uor inheri- 

» , Depart from me, will be thi dooih 

Wi wity, Mar! 7. 25; 'Drty Heavenican in uo 

, Rev. 21, 27. The carth may bear 

Gs gh nor without groans to be caſed 
15 fo 8.2 bur heaven will never be-peſtred with 


thy fhouſ = ; * but if thou doft not periſh if thou follow- 


| adi tra v axds the wet hy reaſtn would tel] thee, 
ik inbov es ſh Wong: at the'Eaſt, without'turning 4+ 


et thou poeſt in the broad way to deſtrudtion,and thy Reli- 
gon not to expat Heaven without Convciſion. Wellifee 
d thee &} 


aud I th ; in w, 

thi Fr Lord will not 

w; k at man, and all the curſes that are written in 
tbis boak, pol 


e fon bins, and the 6s fhal blog owt bis name from under 
Heaven, Oloo "' F ticnd, be foge it be roo late; otherwile this 
Rock of preſumption pps thee d/o for Chriſt himſelf 
hath Gd, hats in : t born again, thou ſhalt 'never ſee the 
Kingdom: of God. | 
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moſt of them-axc good things, for I, Þcak noragainit them, bur 
againſt refting ju how ie ible ſagns. of, lincertty) 'and, thee. 
fore when che ſtorm of deaths th, they, will fail, and (het! the 
houſe of their hopes, will-(allt@;the OS Ste an 

Firſt, Civil Praffices are but a ear evidence of thy right to the 
holy. place :, Civility is.cammengabjey. but' without Saddity Ic is 
not ſufficient : A._meer ciy;l and ſandiged man differ a8 much'as x 
lifeleſs piQtare, and a living perfon, Thoy mayſt take 1fajt ſhew 
in the flcth, and be wholly a ffranger 'fo this life-aftz theS$pitir . 
Paul was one of the (tr. elk of the-Pharxiſces, , concerning, the $70 


onſneſs of the Law blameleſs ,, eyen then when he" was dut of 2xdl Fer- 
ſecuting the Church, and1n ap untcgenerate efate, Phil.3.6.” Thik 
tooliſh perſons that were denied entrance into the chil of? 
{eſhon, were Virgios, they walked innocently. and; nſively., 
and had not Jefiledrhejr garments with grols pollutions, ' bit yet 
were WALIREDSL Eos (though ſome 'in their lamps ) n6'oy1 ith 
their.veſlels; Mat, 25, init, and therefore were excluded rhe Enhe- 
ritance of the Saints in light.. AER Tm 8 
The young rich man, who came to Chrift, and told him' that he 
had kept a the commandments from bis. yourb, Mark, 10. 20. probably 
had doue much as to the. owt ward meaning of theLaw, and-rd rhe 
out ward motions of. his, lik; > for ]cſus, beholding; him loved 'bine, 


verſ,21, and yetvthe man natwithitanding his ſpecious actions; had 
unſanQikied affc tions; other wiſe he wauld never haye ron from 
Chriſt as heavily, a$he came fo him haltily, and put hiscorrtptible 
filver into the ſcales with;and-uffered-it-to weigh down the incom- 


no beligyer,uo c Fi or 
practices,he wasb 
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 How'did Vice dominecriinthehearts of the Heathen, when no- 
ing but V irtae:appearcdin theirfaces ! Pride in Diogenes ( faith 
was but'put up in eflovens caſe, when be trampled on Plato's 
Carpets.» And that renowned: Carixe that ſupped on'roots, had 
ambition for his ſauce. '«Civility may ariſe from Education, Exam- 
ple, Shame orFear; but asweit theſc is Phyfick ſtrong enough 
to purge out corruption,” but as weak remedies uſe to doz fo theſe 
Lenibives give tothe diſcaſe, | 
A there art harmleſs Lambs, as well as hurtful Li- 
3 qmung Riids.eberc are” innocent Doves, as well as ravenons 
tures;'avd-yetthey have all the ſame (pecifical nature of Brutes; 
Among,men, feme-have betternarture, and (poflibly from thence ) 


ons 
Val 


| better natures then others; ſome are churkith and cruel, others 
Wy coicps une ſore mild and morally righteous, others mad 
| and; de{pata 


utragi d yet all-may flow from the ſame 
humag,,nature,; As the earth, isin plants bitter, in 0- 
thess {weet; in-both,. earthly : fo thefame-haman nature may be 
in ſome more pkaling, in others more poyſonous, in both, but hu- 
man,. neither beipg partaker of the divine nature : Some are like 
(winc jn a faig Meadow, more elcan!y 3 others allowing in the 
mire more dirty; and both \winc. Our Civil Law faith of mixe 
beaſts, Elephants and Camels, that they-do the work of tame 
beaſts, but have the naturdbt wild ones ; - Such arc our mecr civil 
men z their nature is wild though their actions are tame, The Bear, 
( asi$ reported )bringeths forth moſt ugly and miſhapen Whelps, 
but by licking them brings: them to » better form} yet they are 
Bears Gill 3, Thus all Then arc ugly and notoriouſly vile by their 
births,. all full -of; wickednels as the Ocean is of waters; good 
breeding, learping, living! among them that are godly, may lick 
chem taig and rivet, "and put them into a better form, and yce till 
they way.xgmaite pnfanditictk - The Lions whigh ſpared Daniel, 
were Lyai t: d by their devouring others though 
d refxpin hem a while, for che ſafery 7 his'Servane. A 
be dabedup, or ſtoprby' batk, though at the 

viokcer inclinatiohAo cun.oves, I have ſorne- 


\ Serpent » 
chic Ietniive 


that. vengmanus cxeature; but-bectarnieth. an; heart along wich Hm 
that recqiveth/in _allC.having:90:Porcet:to-examine! who! goech 
pos opt) and wichaurt couplaining.ciches of xoleartor woghts 
b Reader, it.may be they. artne:Drunkard; no Swcaeh, no-Scoffer 
at godinls, 1 Adults .moLyar vr Litd we tad nog that 
= fas-toywards Heavens; but rake heedof. refting heveſi {tho 


mayſi be able to (ay allthis and much mare, -and revtntſhog"es _ 


the young wan, there maybe axe thing;lqoking, mnamelprhis8ew tic! 
Be that went co-make þis-picture ſtand! done,» 12 wize Ja iis tni- 
2. and grycd. out, Deſt; quad 1m2u6; id bere \igiſartie thing is 
he mean lite «- lo it may:be in chee. {Believe ir; i ry-0g hp, 
vat fp 77 wi betwixt reltraining and renewing grace 7'the for- 
mer may Skip over and cover the” loathſom ſore of+ lia /ipherr the 
lattex doth {earch and.cure/it,.; Civility, liky'a: blath ' bide 
the wound ,. buy ſandlity like wplaijter, b hide agdf'bte{44)- It is 
poſſible that thou gdplt.gor gut wardlyvabaund abith the '{:me- cbr- 
ruptions which athers.do, bccaule thou hatt not thefanie tecripea- 
tions; Thy heart may be a vellc} full of poyſonousViquor, -which 
may remain undilcogered till thou haſta temptatiowts briach i if, 
Thy lutis may be a5, great Rebels againt God; Arp ra ebity- 
king ir, the lecsct trenghys of chyvheart; and date wer ore or 
hawe appear ia the ogey tied of ;thyy life.” 
Thy Civiluy is a mercy, and thowaPt bound: 6 bleſs 6d fort. 
But O take heed of ,truiting ror as a fureevidencs of thy good 
eſtate; for.certain|y it;proyeth-not foldom.u mort" neat'4iid Seunly 
way t9 cudlc{s and calc}. is ways tone a nd ant 1, 
candiy, 4 &-nion, Pref. fin is:99 infallible evidenct of thy right 
to life. Ltis gand to: proyds Chrityantty':) Retigisn is-fo mdbi: , to 
bpuntlal 2 Malkor,thac naneuced: beatraid/to bytounted her ſer- 
AD Su pet Chjrilt bctorxe men, if we would huve Chriſt 
we 545 brtore tus Father and the holy» 18. 3K 
He thas, diſowns, þ pep Wer > to: 
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Few iti; hevjcws,- plac 4 
Crown'on Cirrifts Weady wet wodaner ar an bow the kact'to 
hi;45 it ke were thy King, -and Mehl bodade-ta @ockizyy; thou 
aye put tim to death far ail:this;by thy batulgagod- 
y life. Silver ſooketh whitozand:yrexdaiect b Whackdancs yotiy pro- 
LES wo Soo Jwtfer thy prafticenare tofl.cSibis fokigly that 
ic Yaſh tined 6f the tighty and chordioremta/ke mar iPun'y, 0 ns Cnoaldy) 
for fediof the people a dffetoby reatan tremhis!)lelt. ac 
(hoth&tri m trom inving itoiicends; but azaithick in.go- 
we ndxhen wich Vaadedsand talferbeards(un- 

bens ap2) oven wath 2 tom. of: godiiucls, 

1 Tim. 3. 1,5. An Hypocritegtikea Bankrupt,the les ſubltanetvhe 
MAR. che vii thera kGohy \Dh«Qttrich hagbcgxcat-4avhibrs, 
but caniivt ans Pers rr ror mmto 'P oy which is withe 
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aſhived when wil decfethernalec 
himſelf, though-a ryan, of. bled; Nd rang 
exdQly he ſpeaks in her diate; 1 Fog 19.15, 
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It the Jews'proſperedgthe Somaritans andthey were Kingred.j The 
riling Sun is-adored by-the Perſians. Summer brings in not only 
Herbs and Fruits, -but:Bgrerflies.and Catecr-pillars which feed on 
chews and attire thernlelves with the Livery of the __ Soin 
the praipcrousxſtaterct Religion many Summer birdsew)l wait on 
hexy +15 i wang rs love taherPortion, not-t0 her perſon; 
but theſe like Pirates put;their Veſſels into colours of natious which 
they-abhor, not.to ſcrve themaithiully, bus to rob them. the more 
calily.: As. Samballatand Fobiatb made hew- (6 help, lwhen. theix 
aim.wastohingertherJews, .And 1uly rar V 36 pt "3 
prakeflion-: will quickly gooa-for wabt bi-Qyl a the. Veſſel, rhis 
inward :Regencration::' Thy-rotten; houſe. wilt tall when. theſe 
carthly props of, trcaſure-of honours.-whicts: ſhroud it up, are ta- 
kenaway.:- Like the Moow thai .mayR hive. brightly the formes 
part of the night. art {es babore:morminge:! 1 ; 
:.(The.Hero.when. the ishatiytpue( 


WY Ove 21 
ſues berakes hep {clt, rg (ogg 
beateripath, not for apylove tbe hath40445 but that thexeby-the. 
{cent of paſſengers ſhe anay.Jote her (cerity and fake off the dogy ;;So 
many prophanc perſots:that- have robbyd the State, being purſyed, 
betake themichves, coi:the \Chutehr pathg not, for devotign, ;buc 
that they mighs loſ the (cent of-theiwivilenes, and take off theig 
Peofgantors, 5! hog er te grinonth nt > 1c mit 1 

Thy proteffiodg: Reader;,is ore of the weake(i Foundations iumg- 
ginable to build upan; - fof thy practices may-every houx, give. thy 
profeſſion the lye. The Pope proeſeth-himfſelt the (ervant ot -.fex- 


vants;. and yer cven then exalteth-bimſelf. above all 4bat is eohed God, 
2. Thuſ2- 4: And he thaypeoitfcth ſo-humbls a5 tagdg fers 
vicetothe!meaneſt Cheittiany; awyct lo provft 8640 take mery from 
Che:&bimGifs'-Brery omehath vieathed in blacks nec a Scholar, 


pqovoging that ————— is every.Pro- 
fe{ſora trucand upright believers Phorneces (ent a> tO GCefur 
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echt Crown, with: this bum. reawpn.10 -— 
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. Thixdly, 'y, Spiritual, Priviledger.ave oacfuns pn. chat thjne Frer+ 
eftate is ate + ad of them t o whom pir- 
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| male yas o6t ——_ they. 

| Is nr z.in.the ſame Chamber, All 

joy itsy,. apc no& urch-members ;. Dyeg,may* 

{t his (pot Sithin'th Houlc of:Godas fav as David: } nds may par- 
| ivedgss v with the, Apoitles,and yet be @Devil 3. 

ve was larger than the inper 3 and (0,Gogs riſiple 

rgh, takes mpre is chaay hr Tarcs may be 1n.che fame 
with: ay enjoying the ſame bevefit of the Sun, Rain, and 
By noſes are Tares ill, The Jews boaſted much that thy 
ſhy (ua child ren, Mat, and; yct truth it felt cells them, 
j wers of ih Fs paves Joh.$.44, Circunraſion is n)- 
WnGcenmenſi on þu but an ature, Gal.6. 1s. Where thenew 

cregtioh 15 wanting, ſpiritual qjiviſeqges are but asſcals tog blank, 
gh gnic Jutle, Regeneration is the hgure which if, miſſing, they 

as or ſtand fox nothing. 

,. The. "OE of many a10yg us now, is like to the voice of 'the 
Jews y ap aſe, 99 [5 ia time of bhi diftrel(s Brine i Fj 
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cles, wee fat the Mar. 17; for Hy Wete ghee þ b 
| _ e Cham of tirt# &dr\c\1£wirh the t6rches'&f Ordinances, p 
| Rf pol fa tht Re?” (Fj ye We # Btavenin Wl 5 
th&bnj0 BY of ptivi opet. Abi to Afb it 
F robe nt of thts rr yi like the Dail, JeapntotHe gaping) hi 
if gulf ar figbn- Up, b like che hen Ie the pillar'of fire i6- 
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j » to the'deep and perl ; Day; at of all, as* 4 hip dr 2 

| is fila þ hes FRY 49128 te filver"atd gold i 

j the det cr. {Nnakerh? 6 the y ptivitec gb hoopenl ai 

| eſt, eeper *thy Flition: oft it Aye like Foab;to t AL x ef 

{ \ar of Neon hip BNt if thor att ir pedlceite he char Wreater fe 
than Solomon, will pluck thee thence, or fly thee there, 'Tt -un- 

| ſujtablERe Fee thy life to Wy of ix love, doth but tell in 

baytohy hit Fat thou arP no? vs Br (6 6k & _ Ut his mac-- b 

te? ; u wilt: | te 21 
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fired many uages ye = himſelf never” 
hired. | yerhavethe gift of God, 
Fob. 4. ITE an unclem creature, y<t the was ſer- 
kb, calous 


Gifts" 44 "be in [thei emmincncy; whom, fo is in its predominan- 
; The Tous 6 Pearl ( lay-fome ) ig its head when the whole 
The:Devil cad ſp: ak excellently : We kwow: thee, 
loly one of God, and ibeſe are the Servants of the 
ot wy Gd: for natural parts and gilts queltionleſs he Curpaſſeth 
all the 'mca, on carth, and. yet hecis a Devil ill, The Pancher 
hath.a ſweet. fcent«d breaths. but a-rotten heare.. It is pollible to 
pray like a Saint, ropeeach life an Angel,.and yct ro practice like 
Pl Devil. "The. courſe of, thy life will fpcak much more for thee, 
rljen.the diſcourſe of + lips.; Though thy gifts be never ſo great, 
and thy parts never fo glorious; #bougb tbow ſpeakeſt with the tomgue 
ef men and Angels, iff not grace, ( this new birth }) thow art like 
ſounding 66.0 ay a "iarwny mw 
Wb flow from nature, not from ſaving-grace » men 
f WE all madegf che ſame metal, yer differ much 
Ny mcens of 42mg +.lome are-more (oft and {mooth, more keen 
and ſharp... more du!l and blunt, more iff. and ſtubborn 3 
tw thou i, the foul of Soleme#,-.4a5 created and infuſed, 
differtth S641 from ths {oulot Nabat,..yet. briog to,work by 
bo $ions reſemble he! inftcum;nts; a/man.cannot 
» xs with ablotting,' ſcragged, 2s with a good 
- erica is, the b«trerthe work is doire with it. 
| n more afcer theis Porents then others: Though 
. hath Fel +" give,' .yct (he deals more bountifully with X 
$, ; 
) OE is this hat thee to take the Crobs mhick | 
" "n 63 pw gets hs fo be fevits of the Spi+ 
wn Gods own neriery| Kuowetthou not that the 


Meeoedmis ired by men for their wts, and .bburied 
by God for umpicty ? "x1 & Friend, 


4 wr yy an che run, 4 
oo we 
hy, NS oe * ſk 
Parts and LB je _ E gifrs;1ik ſome 
zimhFing 4 trek light, birt no-endiveniogheac 3 w race 
the Sun hath wrt hr waive lighe, and « quickning Ga 
heat,” Men mdeed, like the tyac/Morher,' may tive the dead Ct 
of Gifts put foto their artns, whilkt they are-alleepia the pight'9 of 
this life, and think rhat'che have the living Ghild-of Grace 3 bur 
when they awake in the niorning of death, thiy will find:the con- 
rrapy. For though thy gifts gliter like'Gloworm3jnthe dark right 
of this World; yet (it ſepirated fram grace )inche day of the other 
world they will alt vanith, and diſappeery 'Oh t illbe know: 
that one diam of grace is more worth thews of gifts. 
Fitthly, Thy ſacred" perform:nres ane not; a ſufſicicat evidence 
for Heaven. Obſerve Reader, I'(all-nat-condeming nay, -X 1 
highly commend thy-extetnal-ob:dience to the divine-pt; 
though thou fhouldſt be unregene rate +. becauſe few come [o ſo! 
Arhanafins: withed\ That all were Hypozriter, ##d that thtre were xo 
but ſach as «t leaffrifembl:d $:igtr. * It is good to wait at the Poo) ; 
Chriſtmay-<ome as he di ts the ME - and heal ' diſeaſed 
foul: - Lemay be as much wortivas thy eternal wital, to. ye. a5 the 
blind man did, in Chriſts way y hemiy* hen begin ſuch a Tpi- 
rifual: fight in thee, as my ends ſeeing God as be'37 [Burt T's how 
tclling thee; that 'tis j}1-rriaſting to bare duticsy as ſigns of chy'Sal. 
vation; fo for thoa ma it niind pirfonadl,r 
lick duties, and yet unregenerteand periſh. He dothinoc 
theſe things, is my > gf, ens good bir 2 doch re ago: 
thenceeonclude his in" 
. - Thou muſt do ai}-3s eo/the res chro whith'a can 
thou, canſt-not be af Hypocrite ( for an is the pert: 
Pichure'of a godly perſon}; now becauſe an ite which is.un- 
he Wi goto far; therefore gr ns 09 c ſigns 


"The Phariſces gave alms, UITSST | 
of them ewicc in "Hwa RA 


Moriſer ek we 


were (ſome feet 2=WL arc c 
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. hoe 


wed, | rs Phariſees 'and yet, if thou 
wilt belic ve the Lord Jeſus, he eHat- goes not beyond ther both, 
ſhall comic ſhort of Heaven : and che reaſon is plain, becauſe they 
were not regenerated : Their prictices were ſeemingly good, but 
thei principles really bad.” Dhe tree wascorrupt, and therefore 
ald-not good#Trait, Mat. 7. 17.” The Ifriclites dd 
Feek God deity,” O'Gittythe Prophet) they delighted to know bir ways, 
they 81 bim the Ordinonees of Juſtice, and rbey delightedin 7 rl 
ching to bims, 1ſa. 53." 2.' they there heard, and prayed, and bofh 
with (ceming delight, nay, they joyned faſting to prayer, verſ,.3. 
farther, : they add mooring tofafting; Zac. 7.4.5, and: yet all this 
wes but the face; 'the ſbelt;*the 2ppearance of Refigion, and there- 
by of no acceptance with God. It any b:aſt were facrificed by hea- 
thens withoutian heart; *t was accounted ominous to the perſon for 
whom it was offered, asin the exe of Fwulin, now all the facritices 
of hypocrites, are without an heart, 1/2, 29.30, | 
It is recorded, that ity @ certzity Mland co the Southward of Cel- 
ber, nigbt by night arfiong the trees do-ſhew' themſelves fwarms 
of fiery worms; which make @ ſhew and give ſuch light as if all 
the twigs of the trees" were lighted candles, and' the place the 
iy ſphere, and yet all this ts but an appearance 3 truly thus 
mal perſons-may fcery by their duties both lightſom and-ficry, 
and yet bebut a ſemblance and Rloariſh, > 
Low-mooriſh grounds bring forth ſome courſe grals, but it is 
from ſprings frombelow 3 "when the high meadows bring forth 
als, being ed 'wich the clouds from above. The hypocrite 
mags ing forth (Omecourſe fruit, (as Bype from the overflowing 
of Nilw ) from the earthly ſprings, and the overflowing vf a.na- 
rural conſcience} which will be by-no means pacified when datics 
axe/Qmitted 3 but the regenerate man bringeth forth better fruits; 
like Gander he foweth with milk and honey, being ' with the 


- 


ſhowrs bf Heaven, and watered with the dews of Divme ſoo: 
los r- prot aQtions of a gracious man, yet be with- 
out grateyss the! Apeimjtateth the aQions of rifooalie men, yet 
is withontreafin's ox @ 4 Tragedian adteth the part of a piffionace 
man,but is all che while withour paſſion. 'Some'men hayc wrought 
hard at duties) when i'natureHy' entightned conſtience, not God, 
hath betn the Maſter to ſer them = work; they would, but 'tan- 
537 * . 2 not 


: "> : 
- C N - 
; 
, hd 
— "= 7 - - — ak. 
.* v5, - R bn 
The "J- 
. oo - ” - 'Y FY q © _ 
* 'v : by on A 4 


not negic& duties at (0. cheap 4, 284646@8ner5, 48 hie [id Solicitor 
wales eſſe putare Deez. 1.could-nndin-myheart to thiak there were 
po God, but could nat: As they Gayot the-Wolfuid" the body, if 
you feed not it, ut will je<d-08 you z-{0 if Coulcience when its 
mouth is opened thould not be ted with dutyy/ jt woubt feed on 
them 3 and thcrefore to keep it trom  gnawing them, th.y ſtop irs 
mouth with pertarmances, though they never do-rnum trom a re- 
ne wed principle, Do not theretore Reader, hangithe woight of thy 
ſoul upon ſuch weak wycrs, hace mea.dq foordiuari)y take the way 
of dutics'no other wile rhen Awaziab did the way of. the garden- 
houle, 2 King. 9 27. *meerly tor necellicy (to elcape an enemy that 
fol'owed him). whereit he was at.length purſued and flain, 
Kemygins, a Judg 01 Lorain, telleth us-how the Devil geve ſome 
in thoſt parts money; which a: ticſt appeared £O'be god coin ; bat 
being laid up, and. when need way, taken out to be ſpent, jr pro- 
ved to be nothing bat dry leaves: Reader, 1 will it may nog be 
{, but it 15 poſlible tor thee to drive a great Frade in dutics, while 
thou liv to hoord upa great heap ot thoſe riches, and they may 
ſeem to be curreng cory, good fil ver, to have the image and Ramp 
of the King ot heavep upon, but when thou comet to dye; that 
thou axtto ipend, it, (jor then thy; works will follow. thee;and God 
will give gtice according to. thy works ) it-may+ thgwprove bur dry 
leaves, of no worth or profit co thee. Though theſe unſouti&:bog 
toms hold out well cvough in a fair fea, whes they: are pyt-to:no 
firels, yet ſtormy weather, will - quickly. diſcover. the rotcen- 
neſs: ;; <> | TSS LR 248 
Not a few take up duties only.becauſe they were educated in fix > 
2 Religious manner, not from any re)liſh or ſavour which they find 
in them 3 and truly *cwill be an calle matter to part him and his 
work, who.never took any pJeaſurean it. 1, | 
The ftone for. a time may again} its, nature”be mounted *up- 
ward, hut when the force of chat impreſi virtue which-moved it> 
is ſpcat, it will falLdownward.according to itsnature. Partridges- 
that are hattht-under.an hen may walk with her, and anſwer: her. 
call for a time, but anon- they fiye away and ſhew. [they arc. 
Reader, I write not theſe things to diſhearten'thee'from: dtios 
' which are the body,of Religion, but to quicken” thee! tormind 'Re- 
neration which 1s.che ſaul of it. 050 oe oo Þ»- 
Sjxthly, The commendation. of, others, though: they bs real Saints, 
will not prove thee to be itda ate of: Salvation. The hvlicſt mans 
; | © Cole. 
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pr 1s of- thee, is a pictitul evidence that thou halt be happy. Fo 


pay many have there been. in-the City who.made & great nvile, 
were cried vp by their" knowirg judicious neighbours to be very 
rich, ard to'be worth thouſands, when on.8 ſudden we have heard 
of thcir breaking,znd being worle (as we lay.) than ought ! {o ma+- 
ny, even by them which arc god'y and diicermng, may bz coun» 
ted-rich in grace,rich towards Godzand on a tudden cither by ſome 
temptatian, or af their diſfolutions they break, and God-takes away 
from them that:they ſeemed to have. How was good David miſtaken 
in Achitopbel?: Surcly he. thought him Gods Favourite, otherwiſe 
he woutd never have made hirg his familiar and boſom fricnd 3 1t 
was thow, O man; mine equal, friend, and my acquaintance ; we took 
ſweet counſel together; and.mtalkgd 30 the. bouſe of Gad in company, Pla). 
$5- 12, 23; 14%, . X X , ; 

How was SimonP. ter deceived in Simen Magus who: beli- ved, 
wondred at the miracles-which were wrought, and was Baprized, 
but notwithſtanding that, was i: the gall. of bitterneſs, and bond of 
iniquity 1» AQ 8.1.3, 20. 

- How: was holy Paxi miſtaken in. Demas ! Luke tbe beloved Phyſici- 
an and Dimas greet you, Col. 4.14. there he ranks him with one thac 
was eminently Religious 3 but Philemon, verl. 24. be puts him be- 
fore Lake, and call»him his. felow- laboxrer 3 yet 2 Tim.4.10. ( which 
Epiftle was the laſt of all Pawls Epililcs ), Dems bathforſaken me ba» 

ing embraced this prefent world; he turned, as {ome write, 1dol- Prictlz 
he followed the chaſe till he met, with the hoacy, and Fn:thane 
like, then left the'purſuit.... . 

_ How-much were al} the holy Apoliles deceived in Fuds ? If Pe- 
ter, as their-mouth,peaks of their taith. xd is invludcd, 7ob.6,69. 
We beheve and are ſure, thit thou art Chriſt, the Son of the wing Gd. 
When hefpeaksof their good works, 7 «das.i5 not.cxcepted 3 be- 
b1ld webave forſaher all aud followed thee, Mata 19. 27: Further, when 
2 Traytor-is meutioned, Judas i5-not-(uſpegd . his carriage was io 

fair-that they were more jealous of theix own hearts than of hit, 
Mat. 26. 22. and yee-ho was a Traytor, a Devil. lotallibility was 


never annexed to.4he godly mans choice. 
-Dedelns\mvade an iehage/that moved it (ol. by art, which made 
the | believe that it had a living principle z the Hypocrite 


walk fo exactly, perform Yuties ſo devoutly, that Saints may 


may: 


judg ſuch motions to flow-from 4 principlc ot (pizicual life. Becauſe 


- gen have the exgtt. reſergblance of. Chxiftians, theretore godly. 
a5 men 
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men ( whoazechariteble abroad; and-ccnſorious at home ) judg 
them:to be true Chriſiians ; 'Now invegard there may: be a relerm+ 
blance of 2 Chriſtian-in external aQions, where there is -not the 
eſſence of Chriſtianity in internal ſanQiticd afteGQions, therefore 
they, though they fin not, -yer ſometimes they exr im their judg- 
ments, n we 

2 Sam. 16. 6, 7, When Samael.came toFeſſe ( being ſent to 
annoint a King ) and (ceth Elizb a proper hand{om-perſon, the pee+ 
lcntly cryeth out, Sarely the Lords annoimed is before-me, but-mark 
what God ſaith, Look nor on bis conmenance, -nor- the beight of bis 
ftature, for Þ have rejcited him ;, for God ſeeth not as -man ſeetb , for 
max. lookgth 9n the outward appearance, but God loakgth ou the heart, 
So when godly men (ce their Neighbours lovely in their; lives, 
civil in thcir practices, high in their profeſſion, Griftrin per+ 
formances,- they accordingito their duty fay, (inwardly: at leaſt) 
Surely the Lords aucinted is before-bim; theſe arc are the bleſſed 
of the Lord, anointed to the Kingdom of KMeaven 1. but God may 
often anſwer them, Look not on their proteſſion. or their. perfor- 
mauces,: for I {ce their hearts, that they ferve pot mc, but:them- 
' felves of me-s- | | bk at | Fs FI 

We read of -Zeuxes the Pamter, ' that he drew! Grapes fo to the 
life,that he deceived the Birds, who came flying $0 them, and-peck- 
ing at them as if they had been real Grapes: 'Centainly agracete(s 
mani may have {uch a compleat-form of godlipeth, that cho who 
are gracious cannot- but judgii®to be accompanicd- with thepaws- 
er, when indeed it is but the picture. + When there was a fa- 
mine in Samaris, a ſcarcity of, good tood, the- fourth part of a 
Cab of Doves dung ( which might be the quantity of a-pint ) was 
fold tor tive picces of ſilver ( twelve (hillings. ſx pence of our 
money }) obſerve at what in high rate that which was nothi 
worth, was vahkicd at in a famine ; truly {o, there is ſach'a (fcar- 
city of true godlineſs, that godly men (who exceedingly 10 
for the advancement of Chriſt and Chriſtianiry in mens hearts 
houſes ) prize and encourage any thing that cometh near it, that 
looketh like it, or hath any tendency towards it-: \Butahet which. 
#« bighly efteemed of men, 'may be obominable. in the fight of Gad, 
Luk, 16,15. JT HAH 4H vol idang Bite 

Reader, do not thou. ( as ſome Tradeſman} live altogether on: 
thy credit withothers. The moſt cunning'takers of money that 
are ( though they take notice vf :overy picce ) arc ſometimes de+ | 
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ecixeds n0d rake bad-moticy (ſuch 4s will never endure the tons 

one): nal ve icoin.'  Whit-a 'poor eotnfort' witFit bu to chee 
when thou atz” hungry,” and\ baked,” that others think and fpcak 
that thou art fed and cloarthed ? he that rrad-s highly, and lives 
wholty-upotrrruit, ſeldom holds out long 3 Took therefore 'not (o 
much «t- others commend tion, but at thy own Regeneration, for 


that is it 'alone which accompanieth Salvation. Ttisa favour that 
ion doh ſp walk 5 t6 have godly mens good: word ; but for all 
that thoutniyfſt be a ſtranger to this regenerating work, and then 
it is not the wind of their-breaths that can blow thy foulto the ha- 


vert of -bliſs. -_ 
$:vcotbly, Thy confidence of thy own good (late, is no infallible evi- 
dence, The world; as they «rc'miſtiken in repentance, taking it to 
be only a little frrowfor fin, though no averſioufrom it, or Ye- 
teſtation.ofity be joyned with'it. fothey are alſoin the nature of 
Eaich, efteeming it to coulitt in'the — of perfwafion, and that 
who-eter can be configent that Chriſt died for him, and that he 
ſhall go co Heaven, doth belic ve untofalvation-: whereas the dit- 
fexencoberween a deeriving arida (rving Paich, doth not confift in 
the irength of perſwalion, butin the ground of it. Mrt.7, 3, wt. 
the two buildings be of £qual bright b and beanty; the ditferencelay 
inthe bottom and foundation: An Hypocrite may fait towards Hea- 
ver with a-full-gate of confidence, nay the ſtrength of that wind, 
doth overturn thevefſcl 3 for were he more dubious, he would bz 
more anxiots.about Ws recovery; ind lo more likely. ro be (ived, 
There is- (faith the wife man) that mukerh bimſelf rich,” yet b 1th no- 
thing, Prov, 13:7: Thatis, there are forne that zre tall of contrlence, 
richin alſurance; that the love of God, the blood of Chit, the 
nadefiled inheritance arc theirs, when indced they have not one 
_ grainof grace; figrany trac groand of their'Joy inf pe +ce, bac ace 
veyy beggars.” The Apoſtle Pont fpeaketh of hinfielt, Thit be was 
alive without the Law, Roms 7. 9. (tven then'when he was Hiblcto 
ies curſe- and aſh ) he had/bighthoughrs of his prefent hvoline(s, 
and great-hopesot hisfurure happine(s. He wasa jolly fly, coth. a. 
boop, taking himſelf co be ſomebody';/ his /Motto was; Omnia bene, 
Allis. well; when indeed-every thing was il}, and thirt wishut a 
eween him 40d Hell; ſhe had muciyfalſe peace, /thbirgh he 
notrucpurity 3 His wayiwarright in bis ownleyes, but the end ws 
the way of death, Prov. 1412. He wx alive withowt the Ears his ig- 
adeaence wit bord-the morhet afd aurfe of his confidence ; jutt like 
NF a bliad1 


A 
place full of Serpents and payſonouy- creatures, yet thinks himſelf 


their home, when they know neither. We For en 14S 5 
As every wicked mans conſcience is morally evil, and tained 


check him, nor judg him for his fin, One main work of conſcicnce 
is to give evidence cither for or againtt a man 3 now conſcience may 
bear taiſe witneſs againft its Ne1ghbour 3 the godiy man; cicher 
through ignorance or mil. information, not judging by #71ight rule, 
or aot uſing that cule rightly ; And coulcience may give in falle 
teſtimony on the bebalt ot ungodly-men, cicher through irs blind- 
nels, flecpinets, fecurity or {carednels, Conſcience by nature doth 
flattcr the firiner, Deut, 29; 29. Conſcic nce may be (cared when 
*18 not ſerlcd, and aileep wheu-the liuner bath votrurg reli. Sume 
men: (ſerve their, conſcicnces as David did Urisb,. make it drank 
that they may be rid of itz when it hath begua co ſtorm, they 
ſpeak.to it by tome.carnal diverſions, as Chrilt tothe rough Sea, 
Peace, be ſtill; add it thcn a calm cnlue, , they are fate, While the 
Dx vil, the firong man armed, kgeps #be bauſe, all £7: Lulgg1.22. 
Conſcicace having often wargcd thuat ot tais fins aud milcry,nd 
being tiill refitted, at Lift grows weary, and. retotverieo give them 
over totheir own ways and wo. Thele men- ſtrong;y p.rfwade 
chemſelves that all is well, and yet ftoutly purfirtitall chat is ill 3 
but they fall from the high turret of prelumptioninto the boctom» 
le(s gult of perdition, Y 
. The worlt men have not ſeldom the b\it thoughts of themſelves, 
both as to their prefcor an4 luture elites. - Huw coantident was 
- the Phariſce that his condition was (ae. tor the prefent | Luk 18. 11. 
when he was in an eſtate of -wrath-! and what aflurange had-thole 
Prophersthat they ſhould be admitted into Paradiies! Mat;7. 21,22, 
23. How boldly did they bounccat the dovr, but entrance was de- 
nicd;as the Jews of old-tpake percmpeeni)y We ſpell neitber ſee Sword 
ner Faming, though God himlelt had forctold both! Fer.5. 12. © 
many now {peak prefumptuoully, they; ſhalt neicher fee Laws 
curſe, nor. Gods wrath, death uox damnation, when God him(clf 
bath enſurcd chem to- all eheis conditions, They ory peace, art 
| ns | hes 


_ 
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when ſudden deſolation is ready to ſeize on them, as travail on a woman 
with child, which 1bey cannot eſcape, 1 Theſ, 5,3. The mirth of theſe 
men was uever uſhered in by godly mourning. Their expeRation 
is raiſed high, bat its foundation is not laid low. 

Nero ſhut up the Temple of Fanns, tanquam null refiduo bello, as 
if noreliques of War remained, faith Sweton, when at the ſame 
time the Empire was at Civil War within it (elf. 

How ordinary is it for men whoſe Conſciences are paſt fecling,to 
brag that God and they are good friends (not knowing when they 
ever (cll out) when at the ſame-time he is at War with them, walks 
contrary to them, and is preparing for them the inſiruments of eternal 
death ! Like Agapg, to the very hour of Ex-cution, they are conti- 
dent ct a pardon, and go with thcir hearts full of hopcs into the 
very place of deſpair. They dye willingly ( as they cecll us) and 
theix Neighbours-commend them, ſaying, they dycd like Lambs, 
when rather like Suſomons Ox, who goeth to the ſlaughter, they (0 
dycd, going to the Den of roaring Lions, and the place of Dra- 
gons. They bad no Band, in their deaths, who were in bondage tothe 
Duwl, Pſalm, 73+ 4+ 

As a man that is aſleep upon the Malt of a Ship, he is in a golden 
Dream, and his thoughts upon large Revenanues, rich Treaſures, 
Kingdoms and Diadems, which he hath already in his own poſleſ- 
fion, but in that very hour wherein he is folacing himſelt in his 
vain imaginations,a ſtorm ariſcth, the man is tumbled off the Malt, 
and drowned : Thus many have goldcn dreams, {trong preſump- 
tions of their ſalvation, when alas they do but b:fool themſelves, 
are allthe while upon the briak of H<-ll, and arc tumbled into it 
before they. arc aware. 

Reader, look to this likewiſe, that thou build not on ſuch a weak 
bottom 3 for this may happen both to the prophaue men and to 
Hypocrites. It is laid of Pigmalion that he drew a picture (o lively, 
t hat he deccived himſelf, and taking the picture for a perſon, tell in 
love with his own picture ;, I tell thee thou mayt ſpin © fine a 
thred, and weave (o.Gurious a web of painted cloth, feigned god- 
lincſs, that thou maylt deccive thy (elf, and takeit to be fine linnen, 
the righteouſneſs of the Saints, and mayli thence gather, that thy 
ſoul is ſafe, when in all, thou;doſt thou art unſound. If confidence 
or not do ting ouncRates,. will prove them out.of danger, then 
the 1gnorant, (tupid, ſeared ligners, myſt certainly be ſaved, which 
the Scriptures Rlatly deny. Socrates who lived according to his oa- 
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tural conſcience, died with much calmneſsund confidence, fprakfvig 
of thoſe whoiput him ta death,that they might kill him, but cuul 
not: hurt him; yct was without the knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt, in- 
whole name alone 15 \alvation; gy 

Eghthly, To follow +he Hgbt.wirhil thee, or to obey the dictates of 
a-natural conſtience,' is no ſound evidence for heaven, A man/may 
tollow the light within him to the chambers of utter darkneſs. 
The Jeſuit in. the Quaker would make this the infathble teſtimony 
ot a matiSuprightnelsandinctticy,” tay he plucks Chriſt from his 
Trove, and ters-the light! withiti yep in his room, making'it more 
than a.mark,tven.the meritorious cadle of-falvations but Reader, I 
(hill clearly prove, that *tis (o far from being worthy of our affiance, 
that it is not lo much as awevidence for Heaven, becauſe conſcience 
by vature iscorruptcd, as much asthe other faculties, Their minds. 
and eonſciences ſaith tbe Holy Ghvyjt, ave defiled; Tit. 7. 15, The nature 
of :con{cience is gond, bur the conſcience of nature is evil. & ſavonrs, 
not the. things of -God, it is not parged with the blood of 'Chiiſt, it 
is wholly blind in the matters of Chriltianity,nay.,'tisa Rebel againſt 
God, Now it I follow a blind guide, am Lever like to enter in at 
che (txait gate? Is it rational arguing that T-am in ity Princes 
favour, - bc caufe Lobey.my Captain when he's a Traytor ?- 

I dg notifzy that'a natural conſcience hath no good in it;but'T am 
ſurs,?risin'the axcount of Gvd an evil confcience, oppoſing and te- 
lifiig him. 

Like un ignis fatwir ('as pure and perfect-a light as the Quakers 
makeic) it leaderh men out” of Gods High-way 'mto thote Bogs 
and Quagwizes wherein they-fink and perith/T queſtion'not ut the 
Heathens did foliow their polluted conſcientes itt thieir' Idolatrous 
praQtices. And fure-Þutn, that Paul might thankhis corrupt con + 
ſcicnce for perſecuting feſus Chriſt. Tverifly thomybt, (faith he) that 
1;ought 40 te tHhdny + ings contrery t4 rbe Name of Chrift, Ai:26,9, Mark 
the wards, they;are tull of weight! Ports conference told Him *twas: 
hisduty 6 fappte(ls Chrifirnity, Was not hisobedience tothe'cotn- 
maudgof this coriſcience dif fign that he' was to be (yctFutther, 
Chriſt tellerh his Diſciples, 9bi16/3. That they who killed 2beis, ſhould 
tbink they did God geodjervite. Obltrvc,' here was pure Ti 
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T5 co the gods. Is ary man ſo tmad,'as not tothink, that if ſuch aPilog 

4 teerthe e igyby an Wench to its motion, muſt riecds be caſtaway, 

n- - Saul out of conſcience have lain the Gibeonites, 2: Sam. 21.2, 
and broken the Covenant which had.been ſworn to by the 1ſraclites. 

f His conſcience was evil, and could nat ſpeak his-condition to be 

/ goods an evil confcience will call bitter {weet, darkneſs light, evil 


| It will leave plait precepts, and walk by extraordinary Pro- 
videhces, F@. 36. 45,19, 20: fer, 50, 7. le preferreth a ſtrong im- 
putfion of itsown ſþitir before that word which'is the Will of Gods 
Spirit, Iſa, 3. 9, 19. -it eftcemeth q ſuppoſed Revelation above that 
Scripture which is undoubtedly of Divine inſpiration, 2 Per. 1. 19; 
It placeth often molt of its Religion in Penance, Abſtinence, and 
outward as of mottification, in external figns.of humility, will- 
worſhip, 'and neg1eQing the body,, Col, 2. x/t, of many, of which 
God may ay as to the, ]<ws,, Who bath required theſe thingy at your 
bands Ifo. x, 42: It maKes' inen keep a'great (tix about cuts, rib- 
bands, fatHands, (Cas the Phariſegs about Pots and Cups) when 


their-hearts are full of ptide and malice, robbing even Chrift of 
the glory of otrr rey i600, and hating, Chriſtians for not daring 
eo joynin their carfed opinion z Friend, will tollowing ſuch a con- 
ſtjence ſpeak'thee to be a'true Chriſtian,! * 

+ Conſcience is indeed a rule, but reguloregulate privs quam regu= 
lans «(ſuch a rule as mult be ruled by. Gods Word, before it can be 
z right tale for our works. To the Law and to the teſtimonies, if con- 
ſcience pri nor according to this word,, it is becauſe ( though 
mueh'pretended,) no true light is io it.Scupture is the Compals by 
which conſcience muff bend ics courſe, or Mile "twill never land its 

agers ar che defied Haven.It is go tarther liberty of conſcience 
(but licentiouſncls} then it is regulated by the, Scripture, Qne 


olfice 6f conſcience is, Magi ratical, aud giflatiyc, to command: 
andbi6e bes {0 gh Refs the Heathen, that in'regard! 
of th r eietices, Thy tet Loney ver, Rom, 2.,14, Gons 
ſcieqvid n Refer mil ket "Butt Noth con{cience be a King over 


the other 


kacylties 3 yet it is a, ſubject ad, {ybordingte a> Gad 5 

At G VAajeey it muſh, command its inke< 
a Ppnataat gecqivethfronyiiaſupe- 
Goh - [@ut 0k, his Dems ; 
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It hath an univerſ4l negative voice, agthing to be done without 
itsaſſent, R m, 14. 2. /t, but not an univerſal affirmative yoige tg 
enjoyn what it plcat.t 1 when it is regulated by Guds Law, then; 


- and notTilf then, it Ean govern well our hearts and lives. 


Bernard Cuth exccltlently, We muſt conſult with conſcience, as alſo 
40 conſult with Scripture, the Bible is the book, of life 3 according to 
tbat, the book, of omr Tonſciences miy be copied or correted, Let us 
therefore, C faith he compare our book, with,Gods book, left in the 
taft: day ower booky be foand falſe and faulty, when they come, to. be 6xa- 
mined, © -» Ko ” 24 oy 

Copies artnofurther valid anf authentic, then they agree with 
the Original : ncither is conſcience any further tobe truſted, than 
it acords with the word of truth: it is an under Officer, and there- 
toxe-if-it wave 11s Commiſſion, and uſc its power againit its Pringe, 
it.is tobe informed, not obeyed. The Law Natural nwft be hear + 
kened'togfo far as it agreeth with the Law Moral. I: is the greateſt 
Idolatry in the world ( faith reverend Mr. Kutberford ) to make. tby 
elf the Idol, and ar bad a as Papacy that at Rome,to maky a Pope of thy 
own Conſcience, + The light ot Scripture is1atallible, but nat o..the 
light of Nature's yet how ordinary is it for men in our days. (like: 
the men of Sechim, 'Fadg. 9.46, 49. ] toffy: for ſheltzr.to this hold: 
of the 1dol Berith, aud co think themſelves lafe, it they, can ſay the 
light within them {chey might more cruly fay, the Prince of dark» 
uels) moveth"them to deny all Ordinances, to call Chriſtians D+-. 
vils; and limbs of Antichriſt, to tt up a, Chriſt within chem, in op- 
poſit torr to that rightcoutnels which he wrought, without chem 4; 
but as that hold waited over the Scebemutes heats, and.they-pes. 
riſhed in it ; > rhele men and their coriſcicnces, if the.Lord do nor. 
turn them; hill'buzn together.” F$y | | 

Fhou ſect now Reader, that men. may, follow their, natural 
Judgments into treriidl Tormmetits; do nor therefore follow.con- 
(cience blindfold;/but firit ſet that Watch by the Sun-dial of Gods. 
word for then only ir witf&d'rrue, aud according to itthoumgyſt. 
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hedg and ditch. ( found out by themſelves, or ſome others, whoſe 
perions they have in admiration ) is the neareſt and ſure way: 
to Heaven, - How many lift. themſelves under the colours of Qua- 
kers, or Anabaptifts, or Independents, or Epiſcopal, or Presbytc- 
rians, fighting ( in exprcſlions at leaſt ) againit all chat are of a 

diffetent judgment, aud being confident of the goodneſs of their 

cauſe, think it impoſſible for them that arc engaged in it to miſcar- 

ry.-Reader, it thou art one of theſe, I mult tell thee, tor all this 

thou mayſi be unconverted, whatever thy caulec or opinion: be, or 

whoever be:the head of thy party or Fike-leader, it Regeneration be 

not thy Banner,and Chriſt thy Captain,thou (halt without queſtion 

be conquered, and as certainly dyc an eternal death, as thou livett 

a natural lite. 

Creeds do not make Chriſtians nor are opinions, be they ne- 
ver ſo-new, figns of new aff. tions, rachive contre. Diviſions and' 
ſide-takings do rather (peak a brutith and grazing ( a$ Nebuchad- 
nexgar's) than a gracious heart. How many pertons were there in 
the days of Chritt, who differed trom others in their principles ! 
The very Scribcs and Phariſecs diftercd. in tome things, the Eff-nes 
differed from them both, the Sadduces from all three, the Hero- 
dians from all the former ; yea the diftcrence ainorgit many of 
them was {o widc,that they could not meet together in divine wor: 
thip ; now how weak had it bcen tor cither of thele from their 
dividing from men on carth, to have interred their dwelling with 
Gcdin Heaven ? When for ought I kndw, hc mult go beyond them 
all, that will be ſaved, Mat: 5. 20. 

Thou mayit be of that party which hath the greateſt name for 
purity, and yet when-thou dyclt, not exter 210 peace, I will, for 
thy ſake, ſuppolc'the opinion which thou-holdelt co be truc and 
ſound, and. the party to which thou j-iynelt to be holy and {olid, yer 
neither ot- thelc is: Regeneration. Alas the new bicth-doth not; 
conſult in a-ſound: head ( though it be g mercy it thou holdeit the 
pattern of wholeſom words) but in a purihed heart ; not-in liding 
with the truth,. but in being ſanQihed by the truth, 

The five fooliſh Virgins affociated-with the wiſe, and yet were 
unregenerate and - wicked. Fadas kept company with Chriſt and' 
his! Apoſtles, and joyned with them. in acts of devotion, and: yer 
Was 2 ſon of |perdition. | Vermiwy crawl among roles, but-are with- 
out/ their ſavous and ſweetnets.. - Spiders fallen on- rich Hang- 
gs, yetare full of goiſon, | Drofs aud Gold, Smeak ang: Fire, 


Dregs. 


em 
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Dregs and Winc, Chaff and Corn, arc joyned together, yet do 
abundantly difler. 

Thou mayſt'like the mixt multitude ſctem to: turn thy back 
Egypt, and embark in the ſame bottom with the true Iſraelites, and 
yet (as they) come ſhort of Canaan. 


Teanthly and laſtly, Some ſeeming good affedions do not neceſſari- 


ly (peak a. mans good condition. : pr” 
Every ſhining fioge is not a Diamond, nor is every fl ſhy affe&i _ 
on,from Regeneration, Some (ay,therr is no precious fion? but hath r 
its counterkeit ; I think there is hardly apy Grace but hath irs Apes = 
I will inſtance in ſome few affections which thou mayſt have, and —_ 
yet mils hcavey, lot 
Thou mayſi wonder at the excellency of the Word, and yet be wt: 
a ſtranger to the ethcacy of it, . Lak, 4. 22. All bare bim: witneſs, G; 
and wondred at the graciows words: which proceeded out: of bis: momib. 
All wondred at the Saviour, but all were not: wounded: for their = 
fins: All wondred at his gracious words, but- many wahted his 
gracious work, Ezrkicls Sermons were to lome of his bearers, k 
as lovely ſongs, and yet they continued impenitent- in their ſins. : 
Some pcople nibble at the bait of. the Preachers Oratory, when " 
their ſouls are never caught with the hook-and authority of Serip- | 
ture, Ezek, 33.31, 32. - 
Thou mayit be tull of joy under the Word, and yet be empty . 


of Grace ; Herod heard Fobn gladly, Mirk 6.20. Otbers recaved 
the Word with joy, Mat. 13. #0, Do godly men rejoyct in: the 
word of God ? P/al. 119. 11@, 111. Truly ſo may others; they 
may ſeem to warm themſelves at the ſame fire with Saints, to | 
drink the ſame heart-chearing wine, and yet. their wine is drawn 
at ſeveral taps. The unregenerate mans joy oweth from a com- 
mon gift or illumination the regenerate mans :joy from ſpecial 
Grace or Sandification. Thou mayſt- be enlightned, . and tafte the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world. to; came, Heb. 6/4, 5. 
Mark, an unſanctined man: may talic the ward: of God; and as 
Cooks taſte of their, Sauces, it 'pleaſeth them, but they ſpit: alb- 
out, let nothing down, :recehve.no nouriſhment from ite The truths 
of God, and thoughts.of heaven, may pela thvoughe bares oavey- 
through a pipe ob leads lravingrauly dew of Saſhy aid wallyy. 
joy, not ſoaking indo thy heart, as water ifto the.tarth} and ns" 
king thee (oft, and -frutitful. As a poor man ina ficep (omerimies - 
thigks that he is.bighly promoted, fawptucuſly — 
enrich. 


— 
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entiched; and O how he is delighted with ſuchimaginations ! and 
indeed all that (uch thoughts produce, is =_ ſome ludden joy, no 
alteration in the man, nor reſolution to walk anſwerably to fuch 
dignity, for aff is but adream z, fo thou mayſt think ſometimes 
of the exccllency of the mercies which God hath promiſed, of the 
pure rivers of pleaſures which Chriſt hath purchaled, and O how 
mayſt thou be taken wich them, imagining that they belong to 
thee! but all the effect which they work,is only ſome ſhort joy, no 
real change or ſetled pyrp2ſe to crucihe the fleſh,deſpiſe the world, 
and deny ſelf for the hopes of them, for all is bat a fancy, 

Thy joy may be a ſay of that which thou wilt not buy, as being 
loth to go to the price 3 and a taſte of that on which thou ſhalt ne- 
ver tnake a full meal, The ful! bargain may not be driven between 
God and thy foul, and then thou canſt not take this joy as an car- 
neſt of in part of payment. 

Thou mayft figh and mourn for thy fins, and yet bs unxcquain- 
ted with godly ſorrow. It is not {.1dom that men hang down their 
heads like Bulruſhes, when they arc rooted in the mire ot polly- 
tion. 

Poſſibly under ſome ſharp affliction, thou mayſt cry out of thy 
corruptions, as the Pig {queaks under the knite: So did Pharogby 
as ttiecals melt in the tire ( and harden out of ic ) but ill unrege- 
nerate, Exod, 9. 

Abab humbled himſelf under the threatning of God, but like a 
Fox in a trap he looked. (adly, meerly-to get out 3, tor at the fame 
time he was an encmy to God, and quickly attec went up to Ramotb 
Gilead in detiance of him, 1 King. 21, 22. chap. 
= Tr may be thou haſt .had: ſome ping of conviction, which like a, 

qual hath come over thy {tomack, and made thee lick a little at 
preſent; but thou doft by the ſtrong w iter of foe carnal content= 
ment ſettle it again 3 the bad humours of thy lults were axly jtirred, 
Mot tomited up. Judas had a great gaſh in bis ſoul, and yeb #98 one 
dropf of bis bad blood let ont. . He was tontured at the heart by: 
Iegal vttrition; but not turned into holinels by evangelical cons 
trition z. his heart was only battered as lead by the hammer; 
nor betcered, or. melted by the fire, (to: be caſt into Gads mould, 

. Tc, £ 4 Þ5- oe of WHGE 
of Wine 15 troubled by being removed; but ehedd.ecvnes | 
| rrefzineth: and quick'y returneth 10,its former ſaygues. 

ting Providence, or Rurching Ocdinanze, may na} 


| The Door of Salvation optmed 


and trouble thee for a time 3 but thy unſanRifi:d heart remaining, 

thou wilt return to thy former ſavour z like Mb, thou mayft be ſet- 
tled on thy lees, and not emptied from veſſel to wiſſel, therefore thy tafte 
remaineth, and thy ſenſe is net changed, ]cr. 48. 11, » ; 

There are two words uſed by the Holy Ghoſt for repentance, 
wereautnle, Mat, 27.3. and uerayele, 2 Tim. 2. 25, the former fig- 
nifheth ſorrow for a fault committed, the latter Atter wit, a change 
of the mind, or making wile for the future. The former may be 
mn the.ugregenerate ; but as they ſay of Caſtor and Pollxx, if they are 
divided t hey are ominous and fatal; fo ſay I of theſe, if lamenting 
fans patt be not joyned with loathing and leaving fin for the time 
co cone, it is not xepeytance unto lite. Some by their repentance 
think they get a new priviledg to fin; as that Lemis of France, 
who would {wear,and then kiſs his Crucihx ; ſwear again,and kis 
it again 3 and as the Drunkard gives himſelf a vomit, and then 
he is the fitter and freer to fall to his cups again 3 thus ſome 
mens forrow is' a meſſage ſent to heaven, to entreat leave that 
they may fin 4 but this 15 far from the ſorrow which is never t9 
be forrowed for. 

Thy (orrow for fin may be forced out of thee '( as water out of 
a Still ) by the fire of affliction, not come treely from thre, as 
water out of a ſprivg. Let thy conſcience be judg, hadſt thou 
not rather be at thy carnal micth, then ſpiritual mourning ? Mapy 
of the Jews could moarn ſadly in their dittrels, though they were 
not ſanRified 3 now violent ations will not ſpzak thy natural incli- 
nation- 

Or thy gricf may be like a Land-flood, which cannot hold long, 
for aday thou mayti afMi& thy ſoul, for a day thou -mayſt han 
down thy head like a bulruſh,- 1ſs. 58, A bulruſh whilſt the wind 
bloweth,bendeth downward; but the wind cealing it perchethrup 
again z Whilſt thou art toſſed up and down with the boittrous bil- 
lows ( as one notiaccuſtomed to the Ocean) thou mayſi be Sea-lick, 
but when thou art off from the waters,thou art well again. The 
veſſel of thy foul is always leaking, but that pump of ſorrow is 
not always going. . . | 

Thou maylt like the woman'of Tekoab, feign thy ſelf a monyner ; 
2 Sam 14. 2, when in truth thou art none: Thou dolt not dive 
to:rhe bottom of thy heart- (a5 the Indians of the Sca fot I) 
to: fetchthence thy pearly tears 3 thou cricli.not to God | 
brare when thou bowleft on thy bed, Hoſ.'7. 14. Thy waters. may n0 
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and;yet fin may. be thy Eayaurite, The 
be. frighttul to thee, when the venome 


an fins tail 


nce, nc ” | 
fig- irvits body'a0d nature is nut at all diftafiful to thee, ey 4 burne 
nge child thoumayſidread the fre of fin,nqt becauſc. t loots and blacks 
cheer beeaule it ſcopchtaand bigus hee, , 1) |, 11>, 
are  Thereis ſo much li pe :5en in mang Underſtanding, which is 
ing calledithecandle of the Lord, that he canpot-but (ee a Gad, and this 
me Gad <loathed 'with-wrath and judgmengs again fun aud fiancss, 
ace and thence he (though unconverted) may ſqmetime be full of fear 
ce, and hnecor.'(Caliguls aled all.theare he ;cou >. ta blowiipug this 
ils lights; andfontificd himſclEwith all the Argum;nts be could get we. 
cn gainſta'[3city,bur could bot accowplilh his cods ;.; for a5 oftcy as it 
” chundred, he way miſcrably atfrighted, and would xyn;under a bed- 
at So'we-rcad thatFelix an Heathen trembled when Poul necſored of judg- 
to mens 20.come, A: 24.25, Sininits.dovm(day deets, 14s) [tis cloathed 
with tire and fury, may be terrible even ro the ungodly, And the 
of conſideration of this,” may make them leave. many fids, that''do 
” not:loath any. fing.:The” Mariner throweth over:board ghaſe goods 
u ina ſtorm; which he wttheth for,” and it may be gathererh up in a 
y ca\m. As 2-man in a Feaver loveth Drink,” yea longeth much for 
c it, yet dares notmeddle withit, becauſe *will make him worſe ; 
k The ſinners in Bion (ſaith the:Rrophet) are; afraid. fearfulheſs bath 2akgn 


bald on Hypocrites : Why, what's the matter? Wb» cru dwell ih ever- 
lafting burning 3, who'can abide dewnring flames / If. 33,14. Mark, 
, it is not, Why ever #bulcd tuch-an Octan of Joye? whgcycr deſpi- 
| ſedfuch amatchle(s life? whoever provoked ſuch gracious {,0nd? 
but who c:n dwell in everlaſting burnings ? TheFing otyin.toiths; was 
regencrareis pumnidhtheint ; and the liiog.of puniſhment | thexewe- 
- nerate;is fm, (9-23. Hoſe 14-1.'tofrar finasat bringets aniheavyy 
rod, viſually: proceeds from nature ;. but to fear lin, asit.is:a wan- 
dring ſroman holyrulc,'cay proceed From grece.” 5+ 
! Truly as Phaktie/ partd@-with his wi Uirhat Whom: Saul ha 
in | and giycnunto himy), fo ra 
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was by force divorced from him. 7 To TH on dt wwe 

. Thus unregenerate men may leave "their luſts, *when they are 
afraid to keep them, but many 4 longing heart they have after them, 
and are not by choice, but conſtraint, ſeparated from them. As P4- 
rents," they'go tothe funeral of thoſe children of: their corrupt 
hearts! With ne ſmall forrow. Sickly perſons forbeat ſome meats, 


whichthey love dearly; becauſe thoſe: meats' do' nor; tove (them ;, 


they cither feed their diſcaſes; or are hardly digeſted. Some finners 
dare not feed in their ations on fome fins, -which are as ſweet to 
their affections as the honey and the honey comb, becauſe they fear 
that they will riſe ir} their Romacks , - and the reckoning will be 
too heavy for them to pay. 


% 


Ox poſlibly thou art entring apon ſome folemn a& of devotion, . 


and *vpon'that account at preſent forbeaxeſt thy. corruptions, as 
ſome write of Scrpents, they lay by their poyſon when they go to 
drink, -and afterwards take it up again, Thou mayſt like Abraham 
to/his lervant, bid thy firi ſtay below,” while thou goeſt up to the 
Mount to worſhip,Gen. 22. and when the duty.is done, return to-it 
again, 


be jn them which are not regenerated : for as the Sorcerers ſeem- 
cd to do as much as Moſes, but did nothing in'reality, fo thou may 
ſeem to do as miich asa Chriſtian, when all:is but.counterfeit. Thy 
tear of fin may be forced, not flow freely trom thee. Fearfaineſs 
bath taken bold on the Hypocriter, Tfa.33.14. as @ Serjeatit takes hold 
on a bad debtor, or an armed man on a coward, being more bold 
than weckome. Thou mayſt fear fin, as the Mcdes and Perſians the 
Fews, when the fear of the Jews fell upon them, Efth. 8.17. when the 
pteſence of thisfear, is as Chriſts preſence is to: the Devils, a tor= 
ment to thee, Mat... 29, Ts TIM > weve 

' - Nay, thy fear-tmay be only for a tir, like a Muſhrom which grow- 
cth up in a night;and periſheth the next day. The people when they 


' ſaw Amaſoe weltering in his blood in the way, ſtood ill ;, but he be- 


ing quickly removed; they went on, When thowthinkeſt of others 
weltering intheir ſoul-blood in hell, orſeelſt the judgments of God 
upoti others, thoumayli be afraid, and ſtand ill a liccle at preſenc; 
but theſe chouglits being-ſoon removed ,} thou mayſt go onin the 
way-of thine own heart. . | 


bn 


It is reported of Caſſander,that he erembled at the light of Alex- 


anger Statue, when” Alexander was dead, and Caſſande® had 
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Reader, do not relic upon theſe affefions which thou ſecit may. 
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of Macedonia, The. regenerate. man-when he ſceth with 


aceol faith, :the.curſe.of the Law, the wzathof God, the tor- 


; his fleſo $remblith for fear of 1them , and be is afraid of 
nts, though they are all:dead to him, he being 
uot wander tbe law but index grace, but it may be "cis the tife in them, 
andtheir power to hurt thee, which makes thee afraid of them. 

© Friend, inall theſe paſſions thou mayſt but like « Stage-player in 
the xobes of a Princeact the part of aiChriſtjan,and therefore carilt 
not thence conclude. thy right t9. the'revenues of his place; The 
whole life of a man nnregenerate-3sbut an interlude. Regeneration 
alone can make.a man live in good earned. 

Reader, It thou art a civil perſon, a great Profeſſor,enjoyeſt the 
outward Privilzdges of the Gofpe), aboundeſt in duties and per- 
formances, ;it God hath given: thee gifts and parts, if godly men 
commend thee, and thouart ſometimes confident of thy own good 
conditiow :- If thou walkelt.according to thy natural light ; and 
joyneſt with them that fear the Lord: If ſome good affections like 
a daſh of lightning,on a ſudden furprize thee (though mit of theſe 
are good) yet do not hence conclude thy undoubted right to (al- 
vation ,. for all theſe may.conftiſt with unregeneracy , - and Chrilt 
telleth thee, That except thou ars birn again, thou canſt not fee the 


 . Kingdomof God.  As4be Alchymiſts gold appeareth as good as the 


true gold, but it will not endure the.ſeventh fire, nor comfort the 


. heart as a cordial 3 both which the crue. gold will ;-(oif all theſe 


hould meet in thee, they would make thee look like a Saint ; but 
believe. it, they will never endure the fire of Scripture ( which mult 
ſhortly. try thee whether: thou art true gold'or counterfeic} nor 
camfoxtthy (out asa Cordial, when Phylitians ſhaft give over thy 
body. ' 

Thirdly, If without Regeneration none can attain (alvation z 
informeah vs of the difficulty of Salvation; that it is ait bard thing to get 
to Heaven ; It is no:eatiematrer tobe regeneratedand. made Holy 3 - 


.and th:refore "cis mo ealie. mattcr-to-be glovitied and made happy. 
Where the gatej9 traight, tis hard'tb get in. If the righteous ſearce- 


ly be ſaved, whyereſhall tbe ſminer and ungodly appear ? \' Per 4; 18. The 
Apoitle there intendech not the uncertainty,” but the difficylty of 
the Salyationa.nt he godiyi! It 1:ibe fo hard for them "to be faved 
that have paſſed the Pikes,” (hot the Gulf, gotte rhrtngh the panys 


_ of the-Ngw Birth, and cravelicd a. conſiderable pirtVot their wiy 
heayenwards, bow. hard willivb- farther who ercnotyer (ct our, 


+ that 


thathave: ſepans We þ: 251-4, © 
Theleepy world igucet dren £ may go tofcaven with- 
out {a much-adq 5 +they»look wpon riley robeuudbny, worldly 
lghs to. br. godly: ſoihiew;. nordoubringhvir:catestd/be farthin 
Chriſt; aid if they cats bat ſpare - adile-time, and now an then 
from the world and che flefb bio —— = x9 night-P-riti- 
ons they hope with the help thelp of theſe bladders to iwim through the, 
' Ocean of Divine fury 'to'Hraven: Or it-cheycome thort of theſe 
kg-leaves.(wherewith many of Adamechildtcaendeavour, though 
in vaiv, to cover their-neakedne(s): yet at theychave the warning- 
picce of fickneſs, beforgthe murdering picce of death be hor off, 
: 1at they can bat cry; Lord-have: mercy—upon 'ns4. or til} their 
\ zhbours: hit they: are forry for. their fins, -or get a-Minifter to 
pray. with-chem, -thep all mutt bc well, and they.mmuft as ſure go 
(when they die to Gad-and: Chiitt, as they lived-to*'the Aeiiand 
the D-<vil, Butliay friends a littic, there are moxe* words than one 
to this {piritualbargaio between God and your fouls; there is a 
work of 'Rcgeneratioa to be done; or elſe ye are undone eternally ; 
ye malt be throggh'y and vaiverfally-new -made, or elle ye are 

mar'd;for ever.-: - ;2iv WR "N | 
Chriſt would aeyer-have.commangetdi men #o flrive 2s-to an ago- 
ny, to eter iu a#the ſtrait gate, Mat..7. 13; 106 work ontibeir ſalvation. 


with fear aud arembling, Phl,3.12. to-labour for the food which enduretb - 


zo epcrlaſting life; Joh. 6. 27.. it had beewſuchan calte thing to haye 

reache&hraven, Things. of ſuch cxcellency are-nect obtained with 

ſuch tacilzty. 3. Pebbirs lic common, but Pearisare hardly-come by. 

They mult-ravclfar, dig deep, work haxdythatwill get. the golden 
Migcs. The way to helbliccth dewn hill , a.weak. body. mey, rim. 
down hill; but "tis hard to go uphill to Morne Sion, 

Friend, E-write not theſe things t0-dulcourage (alas Inecd nor, 
there is-not.a fieaw inthe wayro Heaven, but:thou,it unconverted, 
 ambleſt-atit, whenthou.canideap over blocks in the way co hc11) 

but to awaken thee. oat of thy, carnaldecusity, aud to quicken hee 
to ſcriouſaels.and induſtry.about that which'is of ſuch unſpeakable. 
concernmentto thy foal. Our firſt births are many-times accom- | 
ganied with haxdlabpurs, uſhered in by ſharp*throws and bitter 
panggs, our ſecond-bigths arc always harder: Othe-terxors and. 
horrozs, the coavidtions.aud.coovutfions, the tremblings of Soul, 
and ancings of: Conſcience, the thandriogs rom 
lightaings from hell-fige, with.which oftca. this wie. Creature: is. 
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born tis hard labour indeed which bridgech-this Babe of Grace 
the world 4 | eo 
"I have read of Melontibon,'. that when he was firſt converted, he 
chought it a | lefop any-man towittiiand the evidence 
and authority.of the Whrd of God. whereupan: he told one of his 
friends, that when  he:came to preach; he wonld make work a- 
mobg fouls. but after ſome years ſpent in that calling, b-ing de- 
ded what (ucceſsof his labours z he anſwered, that 0!4Adam 

#00 ftirong for young Melancthon.. Alai,friend, pollbly thou may 
thigk that thou wilerurn to'God thereafter, and thereby prevent 
thy burning in Hell for ever 3, Belicve it, "(is not (© cafic to turn 
from ſin to God as thou imagineſt : :Convertion is another manner 
of thing, and more hard than giolt mien think ; thou.couldſi ſooner 
create a World then-make. thyclt a new creature. The reſurre- 
Qion of thy body if it weredeadin the grave, were an calicr wark. 
thin'the reſurrection of thy.ſoul to newacts of life, 

As the bixth of the Natural, (o the birth of the Spirituabman re. 
quireth intivite ſtrength, It is God, not the Midwife, that takerh 
the Child out of the mothers woinb, P/2l. 22.9. The hand of God 
alone can open that door, and let the lirele intant into the: world, 
Gen,29, 34. otherwiſe the. womb would be itstomb z $0 the birth of 
the new man is wholly from God; and. the power. wherewich he 
cffes it, is both miraculous and Almighty. / 

Reader, if thow-doſt-take a brick viey what things are wrought 
when any one is new made, and how little he doth contribute to 
themz.. nay, how oppolicte he is againitthem, thoy maylt perccive 
that neither;Regencration nor Salvation are calic, | 

Thy mind mutt be enlightened raice both fro andthe Savioyr ; 
now is it cafic to open the eye of the bliud ?- who can.do it, but 
he whom Azelinxe calleth totws oculus, all cye ? When Jefus gave 
light-co onethat was born þ'indzthe Jews themſelves coutd not bur 

acknowledy him a worker of miraclcs, 7ob.9.6,16. What then will 
the ſcattering the tmilis of igaorance, and diſperſing, the clouds ot 
darkneſs, which gather and thicken about cur underſtandings by 
nature, ſpeak.the Sun of rigbteoxfncſs to be ! Epheſi5.8, Thy-hearc 
alſo muſt be throughily humbled ; fre muſt be turned into ff ſb. 
And O'tis not.cahie to melt fuch hard metal , when thy heart na- 
turallyis like clay hardened bothy by the Sun-thine of gugecies, ayd 
tre of yg that nochange of weather (can make that lione 


ta:werp, Ex 36. 26. 
= | Bc lides, 
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Bckides, the ſtrong holds of fin mult be caſt downzthy old friends 
mutt be deſerted and proſecuted with implacablehatred, as irre- 


- concilat1 enemies; thole beloved luſts which. ave at thy zight hand, 
oO 


have ſuch a Jarge'#oom ' in thy - heart , muſk be<ut off and parted 
tromthee, ' Thy diletlum delidluem, the Tſazc of thy, corruption ; 
which4s the child of thy warme# affection, in which thou haſt ta- 
kr fuch great delight, and from which thou baſt promiſed thy 
{elt fuch large returns of profit, pleaſure, os preferment, muſt be 
laid on the (Altar, and have the. (acriticing Knife ot Mortification 
thmſt into the Heart of it,and its-blood poured out before theLorg. 
Man, is not 1his an-bard ſaying / (as they ſpake in another calc) why 
can bearit ? an hard Leflon,who can learn it? thy luft will not like 
a Lanth go ſilently tothelaughter, bur it will roar and rage, fight 


-Roatly tor its lite with many carnal argumevts, and even tend thy 


heart with its hideous outcrys. Wha can tell the ſtruggling of this 
beaſt before *cwill be brought to. the block ? Dives and his diſhes, 


* Balaain and his wagesz Achan and his wedges; Herod and his He- 


rodias the young mari and his great Means, are not calily leparated. 
O how dificult is it to wean the-ehild of diſobedience from thoſe 
breaits which he hath ſuckcd ſo often, and with (o much compla- 
cency.and todivorcethem which like Man/ and Wite have been ra- 
viſhcd) witheach others love ! in works of Art its hard to build, 
calie to deſtroy z in works of nature a tree which hath been many 
years geowing may be cut down in an hour : but in works of fin 
its otherwiſe; mans weaknels can calily build chem up, but Gods 
power can only throw them down. 

Pompey, when the Romans ſaid, T bat ik; Ceſar came to Rome, they 
faw not how they could reGft his. power, to!d them, that if he did 
but ſtamp with bis foot on any ground*in Italy, he would bring 
men enough, both footmen and horſemen to do it 5 but when 
Ceſar was coming with his Army, Phaoxis. bid Pompey ſtamp with 
his feet, and fetch the Soldiers which, he had promiſed, bu all 
was in yin , Porpey found it more difficult then he thought : for 
Ceſar made him hrti flee, and then/in a bght totally routcd him. 
The Devil perſwades men tnat they may*deter their Regeneration 
till their difſolvrion, and then*rwill be n ealie ryatter to foil their 
ſpiritual Foes, but alas, they find it got ſo caie to mortific earthly 
members; -and de{troy the body. of death, when gheingſouls adver- 
Gries with-united {trength.cncounter them fiercely, and copguer 
them eternally. : 5: i ew 

, * Further, 
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- ie v9 the ” of Res Mc ation.” 
'Furtirr, whey earthly comforts, whether Fricuds, Relations, | 


{ lace; Eftate, Cimbs, Life, muſt be laid at: che feet of Chriſt, hated 
hd, | na pafted with at his call. and-command,and that for 
ſed the hoptof fuch things as rhounever ſaweft, nor art ever. like to 
" ſce whilſt thou liveſt, Is not this, Reader,an hard Chapter,to. forgo, 
a an cfiatc in hand for ſomething only.in hope; to throw away pre- 
thy (cnc poſſeſſions, and follow Chriſt thow know: i nat whithex,to re- 
be ccivEaninheritance thou knoweſt not when ?- | 
On And'ss thy ſins and'thy foul muſt be parted alunder, (> thy Savi- 
rd. our and thy ſoul miſt be joytied together; faith mult tollow-repen- 
Pb, tance,thy own righteouſneſs mult be eſteemed as droſ7-and dung, the 
tke weight of thy ſoul and burthen of thy. fins muſt be laid on the n2- 
ht ked croſs of Jeſus Chriſt. Now for thee who art by nature ſo ex- 
hy treamly in love with thy felt, to lgath thy (elf 3. and for thee, not- 
his withlianding thy difcouragements from the uunib:r and nature of 
v1 thydivs, the threatnings and curiesof the Liw,the wrath and righs 
le- reouſnels of God, to ciing about,and hang upon the Lord Jeſus,and 
d. reſglve, though he kill thee, yet thau.wilt truft in bims (urcly.this is. 
fc not cafiez the work of God in infuſing juſtifying faith, is as great as: 
we in faith miraculous ; This is #be work of God, faith Chriſt, this ye be- 
4 licve in the Name of\bim whom be b4tb ſent, Joh 6.29, The work of God, 
d, not only in regard of its excellency, becauſe no work in man is more. 
ny pleaſing to God,then believing on his Son ; but alſo in tegard ofits 
= difficulty,becauſe none but a God can enable a man to belicye; the 
ds Bird can as ſoon flye in the Egg, as thy-ſoul maunt up by faith to-- 
wards Heaven, till the Almighty God aflift thee. 
oy Further, all the commands of God mull b» heartily embraced; 
id ſome whereof arc'as- contrary -tofl:(hand blood as fire to water ; 
g Self, which is thy great Idol,” mull be d:nied ; che world with. all 
" its pompand pride, in compatiſan of Chriſt, refuled ; principalities 
th aud powers reincountred and ſoiled,” thigc enemies loved ,Cand if 
W killed it muſt be with kindneſs) godlincfs owned, though, much 
or dilgraced by others,truth followed cloſe, though it threaten to daſh 
N., out thy teeth with its heels, a buffcted Chriſt with his naked Croſs 
MN preferred before . weighty -Crowns; . things which reaſon cannot 
ir comprehend, bclieved ; and which none cver obtained;labourcd for. 
ly Friend, are theſe cafic things? what thiakeſt thou ? add toall this. 
I- the copliderationmnot only of thy waknels and inability to do theſe 
er 


things, but al{g:thy wickedge(s and cont rariecy to them3, thai art 
npt only d-pived of good, bat all over. depraved with evil; The 


ILENG imaginations, 
2 ' ' 


l 
NDP 


a 


Pe 


- J —_ by <- LET a4 ; +» w 
ay EY RIFTIA Toft? ; 
\ F FX - 


imaginations and thonghts of thy beart art evil, only evil, and that com. 
tinzally, Gen.6.5. Tal reſobvedly and cbjtinately refuſe good,” 

chuſe evil, Ecclef 8.1 1. Jcr.44-16. The bear1s of the Joys of men are Fr 
ſer in 1ber#+0 @© evil, Ecclef 8.11. Obſerve how talk that Textis; 
man is reſolved to have his minion, his)uftf;thoughhe have wrath, 

and death,and hell into the bargain 3 as the mottier 6f Nerv,” being 

told that her fon would be her death if everhe wete Eniperor ; an- 

ſwered, Let bimkill me ſo be may reige;, fo they ſay, Let fifi reign, 

though it kill us, though it damn us; The beart of the ſons of men is 

fully ſet in'them t0 do evil. Tf thou wert only empty of God and grace, 

the work were more ealie ; 'but thou art an entmy to grace and 

godlinefs ; thycarnel mind (which is Lady Reaſon her (elf.thy high- 

elt natural excellency) is (not an enemy, for ſach an” one may be 

reconciled; bat in the abltract ) enmity agaimt G:d. Thou hateſt God, 

Kom'30, His people, 1 Job 3.12, His precepts,” Prov.1,25,29. His 

Son, F«b.215.25. and all for his fake 3 thou tighteſt againſt "him 

daily, finneſt in detiance of him continually; entaileſt thy quarrel 

upon thy poſtcrity,carrieft it with thee into-the other world{1f thou 

dieſt unregenerate) and there art throwing thine invenom'd darts 

of blaſphemy, and ſpitting thy poyſon agaiaitrhe Moſt High to E- 

ternity. Now bethy own judg, is it calie to cure'that Patiehe who 

thus deſperately hates'both Phyſician and Phyfick ? Fob 3.5. 

Water indecd (ſaith one) may fomewhat eafily be dammed up, 

bat no art rior labour can make ir run back in irs own channel. Ir 

was by a miracle,that the Riyer of Jordan was driven back 3 andit 

15 110 Icfs than a Miracle, that the tyde ot fin which ran (6 firong 

ſhould be turned ; that the finner who hefore was ſailing rowards 

Hell,- and wanted neither wind nor tyde to carry him forward, 

ſhould now alter his courſe, andtack about for raven; This is hard, 

it is not more ſtrange to ſee che carth flic upward, and fire move 

; downward, then to ſee a {inner walk contrary to his nature, jn the 
ways of grace and holineſs. Now, Reader, is not that man worſe 
than mad, thateither delayeth or dallicth ahout- his converſion, 
upon ſuppoſition that he can do it eafily enough hereaftef, when all 
this which Fhave written,muſt be wrought 41 regeneration, and 
when he is not anly empty of, an enemy to, but evenenmity againſt 

- itall! <\ nt | 

Though the work of Converſion (and thereforEthe way to Sal- 
vation ) be thus difficule to all, yer to ſome *ris more difficale thin 
to othere, In reſpe& of God indeed, quoid Denim, 'one is as alily 
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converted as another 3 [for infinite power and-merey know n0 dif- 
ſexence 3 but quoed nog, inreipedt of us it is more hard to bring 
ſome cowards holinely and heaven, than others : where the mat- 
tex-is moſt. xugged and untoward, its harder to bring it to a good 
and.cqimely torm.: Some picces'ot - timber' dre more knotty than 
others,and therefore not ſocahly {quarcd.and firted tor the (pititu- 
al Temple and heavenly Fer»ſalem as athers 3 all ſpiritual children 
are not brought forth with the flame ſtrength and labour. 

I:(hall mention thyce or ur lorty.of perſons who are not (þ ſoon 
as0thers petſwatied tormah and untrigned piety; and truly;iy end 
is, . that thicy mayoue-powertully rouzedg and cfteQtually renewed 
before they be eternally ruined. 

Firſt, The meer civil moral man ; This man, Nareiſſm-like, dotes 
on himſclf, and thercby is hardly brought to deny himſelf; the 
more the-tooth is fali'nedto the gum,the harder it is to part the m, 
the. more:the man like atree is rooted in the,carth of ſelt, the more 
difficult co fiock him up. The-civit man. looks on himſelt in the 
gla(s.of ſcandalous finners lives, and finding his face fo clean and 
tair in compariſon of theirs, he falls extraordinarily in love with 
himtclt, which many times proves his deſtruction : He takes his ci- 
vility for ſanQity, that which is Ic than the ſhadow for the ſub. 
Rance 3 and without queſtion, *tis not calc to make him eager af- 
ter godlineſs, when he is confident he hath it already z a profane 
peridn is.(not ſeldom.) luoner convinced and converted than this 
conccited civilian ; for that man will ſooner acknowledg himſelf 
ſick»: but this Patient, though lick unto death, looks on himſelf 
as wholc,, and fo to have no need of a Phyſician. In this fcaſe, I 
ſuppole, the words of our Lord arcſpoken, That Publicans and Har- 
lots go into the Kingdom of God before Seribes and Phariſees, Mat.21.31. 

As a Ship that is under (ail,though in a contrary courle,is ſooner 
brought about, than one that lieth aground in the Harbour can be 
lanched forth z, {o he that is immotion, though in a finful conver- 
ſation,is atten (oonerreduced, than he thatlicth Rillin the thoughts 
of his 0wn condition. i As I can ſooner overtake a child that run- 
neth {x9manc, than my ſhadow whict+:tarrieth nigh me ; ſo its ca- - 
lier to xecover aigrols offender, than this ſhadow ot the civilian; for 
though hexun not fo fax from grace as the other, yet he will be ſure 
to.kegp. Bis dillance,:: He ulcth: his coutwatd unblameableneſs a5 a 
ſhield ito, tknge off the powerigt godhaels ; he uſually comparcth 
himſelf with them thas arc very evil (432 coward chufinga: weak 
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adverſary) and becauſe he mach excelteth-themy therefore conclu. 
dech that he: is very good. "Reader, Eo is tan from wy thoughes to 
diſcourage oivitity, much lels-60 encourage open anpactysl though 
the” whole williol God muſt be Kught, /' what ule toevcr: corrupe 
hearts \willmake of it) but' to) make thee: watchiul, that thy out- 
ward harmlelſncis proveimota hindrancetomaward holinels, © 

Secondly, The Hypocrit eigone who is ith more” difficulty than 
ordinary converted ; Hypoctifie'is like: a fytela, which hath a very 
ſma!l Oritice, -but many: tuxnings and windings in the. body. Clike 
cunney-burrows) ſo that "tis very hardly diſcerned and cured; this 
man {ccms to:be what @ Saint-is ifidecd 3 and becauſe he is like 2 
godly man, performing the ſame duties,” and forbearing the fame 
miqunies, as tothe external part, therefore he gathers, that he is 
one indeed; but he embuacetha cloud inſtead ot Fxno, he appear- 
eth to be near the Kingdom of God, but never carcth to come. at it; 
as'2 parallel line, - he kceps a ſcantling with the way of godlineſs, 
bur never meeteth with it; | There is ſome particular exception 
which this man-hath taken agaivft Chriſt and his ways,that though 
he may oſtewcheapen,'yet he ſeldom buyeth the peaz! of price; he 
efcapes ſiozms and Pirats at Sea,and makes ſhipwrack in the Haven 
where defirution is noleſs ſure, but much more: miſerable 3 he 
e{capes the groſs luſts of Publicans and Harlots, andyct is furthey 
than both trom cternal 4ite. Tae | 

kt is harder-to convince this:man of his fans-than others, If I tell 
a drunkard, a (wearcr, or an adultercr of his tranſgreſlions,. and: 
the necclluy of Converſion, this mans foul converſation is @ forci- 
ble conviction to him, yea, and his own conlcience will (poflibly,) 
fyc in his face, take part'with: me, and give evidence againſd him ;. 
but it k cell an Hypocrite of theegefhicy of (anGibication, and pur- 
ſue him with the pieces of. the: Law, he preſently becakes himſelf 
like the Beaſts to his den of duties, and thetcin {heltexs himſelt;nay, 
his natural conſcience being fed and bribed (with atew performan- 
&5, may. plead tor him at'leaſt not ſay. a word againſt him. c/..: 

Bciudes, when this man is convincedo# his lott eſtate, irs harder 
to break this mans heart thay/morthers \, for his heart hath'not on<: 
ly-2 natural hatdneſs, but an-extracrdinary acquiredharduels, ſuch: 
an hardiibſsasis acquired by-ducies and ordinances. Now-43mphere 
the San is motipowerfb),;chere arci the hardeſt metals yo whete the' 
Sin-{bzne- of (Þwituabblefings/is mditiplentifully enjoyed; and thus: 
wactchediy;abuſcdytheve ave tho hardeſb ticarls.” No/Gftting/like- 
Gail fakning,ao hardening, like Gelpel.hardning, Tell: 
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Tell a man that never heard of the Goſpel or very ſeldom( when 
heis convinced of his fins and: miſery) of the love of God in ſen 
. his only Son into the world, 'to die, that poor finners might not 

id; tel} bi of che infiniee love of Chrili, in' giving himſelf a 
Sacrifice for his ſoul 5 bow treely Chriſt invites him, how tully hg 

rovides for hitmghow:willig he.is to accept.him,how welcome he 
will make him': O how ehis man ſometimesfalls a' weeping, wring- 
ing his hands, and renting bis heart, that ever he thould abuſe ſuch 
love and mercy,refule fuchincomparable merits,walkin che whole 
courſe of his hearvand life unworthy of fuch 4 bleſſed, glorious, 
holy, and-gracious Gbd ! ' the wordot God doth:wound this man to 
the foul; + but ſay aHl this and much more to an Hypacrite,his heart 
is like the rock uot at all moved. The progules' of Gvd do nut 
cleanſe him trom pollutions, ! but they areas phylick to which his 
body hath been much uſed, which ſtirs him not at-all,- nor purgeth 
away any ill-humours. Threatniugs do not work with himybe they 
never ſo dreadful and terrible; as a Smiths Dog, being accuftorned 
to it, he can flecp ſecurely,though the ſparks ot the Forge flyc about 
him, .nay though the flames ot hell flaſh in his face, 
- Reader, if thou ſhouldfibe one of this ſort, tor the Lords ſake 
mind ſoundne(s with ſpecd 3 tor hypocrite will harden thine heart 
inſenſibly, and every day widen the: breach betwixt God and thy 
{oul, . 

Thirdly, The rich mau. The man that is rich in this world, is 
hardly brought to mind the riches of the other world ; his heavy 
load of carth doth much hinder him in his journey to heaven; His 
riches claſp about his attcions, as the Ivy about the Oak, ſucking 
out the heart ofit, far its own leaves and berries. This man ta- 
keth up with his ptelent poſſefhons 'in compariſon whereot he 
diſefteergeth the Saints reverhons; As a veſſel that is exceedingly 
laden, when it meets with (torms and rempetis, is with more dit- 
ficulty kepe from ſinking chan one which hath but juſt enough to 
ballaſt it z Wits more hard ts keep himyfrom finking into hell, that 
hath a great-<ſtats, thao'him thac hattvatcording to Agwrs with, 
neither poverty, warriches; Aud the rea(bno is, becaule, though firitual 
comfyrts ran law, this yich man is contetted in'regard that bis texyps- 
ral ps 9 rr rien up the abſence of Chriſt with'the 
prelencetof creatures; it- may-b verty Might cauſe him 
usthe Progigetio think of veruoing hr 4 gt re is 
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1 Nuintt Aurelis 10. thedays of SyHa, bad a fair Grange, | which 
lay conyewent tor {ome great pexſori,/i which cauſed him to'be put 
in.8mongithcm that were to be:purto deaths: butias ſoon as he fa 
his. name among thoſe thabwercin the liti, be Tried out, my Lind as 
Alba bath kalled me. TY 125 {2 {29H HOR 7 $8: 8111% i IR 
© Some mens Lands have cofi them theit Lives;and'bcew the Knife 
to cut the Throat of theix bodies 3 but many amans gold-hath loft 
him his God, avd been_the Knite £0: cur the Throat of his: foal, 
Rich. mey like pampered Horſcs are the more/ unruly, :teaping over 
the hedges of divine;preceptsgthe hardliex kept withinahcir bounds 
begaule to] lted the poung manshl ves lofi Himhis prechous foul}; 
He went away {rim Chrilt torrowtal, becawſe be had great poſſeſſions; 
( Had the man becn povr for a tew days, he might have been rich 
for ever ; but alas his wealth here: through the wickednels ot his 
heart cauſed his everlaſting watit }whertupon Chritt tells us; How 
bardly ſhall & rich-man-enter: 1nt0;ybe Kingdom. of : Heaven ': I ſay unto 
You that it is eaſier for 8 Camel 20 go through the eye of 'a Needle , than 
for @ rich man tv enter wito the Kingdons of Heaven, Mart. 19.23,24. Hea- 
ven is a ltately Palace with. a nurrow -portal, through which this 
Camel with his: thick.hunch:at Clay can hardly get. It is obſerved 
amongſt Anglers, that:Pickeriis'arei not eafaly,: nor 'often caught, 
A mag.may catch an hundred. Minumsbeforchetake'one Pickerid; 
and the rcaſon is, hc preycth at plealure on the lefter iſh, and there- 
fore {eldom hath any Gomach wv bite af the bait 3 {oit faireth with 
rich mew, their ſtomacks are fo cloyed with: the things of this 
world, that thcy have po appetite to the dainties of the Word, 
when the pour are Goſprbized. They contentedly take that for theig 
portion, which Gad jnt.pded oply tos their pention,and make their 
wealth their throne tolibdowmupon with delight, which God de- 
ſigned for their toot{tool,and the taithtul laid-atthe Apoliles feet, 
In ſome'fenny places in England (its fhoried') where: they are 
much.troubled with gnats;. the people: hang up dung, to which 
when they fly-they 'are canght with. a Net provided there for that 
purpolez the dung ot -Prohcis the Devils biit,with which he car» 
cheth many perſons, Well:mayit be called: themmanmen of vnrigh. 
zeouſneſs, tor it both-prompreth them to manyhas, as well as pier. 
ceth them/tarough withanany; ſorrows. Gregory (aith,that (htting 
in$Þ6 966 ot >< popay 5 am }:: hb-trembird everytime be 
thoogty on.chat: Texry tefvg rowenter tas thawtbedft thy good rhings 
in thy life time, 1clt his outward plicnty ſhould. be all. his potion. z 
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/ Tf Reader; thou art wealthy,b: watchful over thy hearr, |clt like 
Birdlime-it hinder the wings of thy foul from mounting up to hea- 


ven. What the Egyptians ſaid of the 1/raelites,- They are hitangled in- 
wilder ne 


the havid,- Whe fr bath\ſbnt them in, -Exod: 4.13. may fitly be 

ied ro'many men that are wealthy 3 They are iatangled in che 
world; this wilderne(s hath ſhut them in like Lots Wite, they fer 
out for the-Zrar of Heaven, bur their hearts hank*r aftcr the $1411 
of earth, and ſothey look back and p:riſh in the'wiy, A cis rare 
indeed to be very rich and tru!y religious Such men are often taken 
out of the world, before the world be taken out of them, 

Be careful, 'O Friend, if the Lord hath dealt bountitully with 
thee in earthly enjoyments, that they prove not heavenly impedi- 
ments; that his mindfulneſs of thy bady;do-not make thee forget- 
ful of thy foul, leſt thy wealth like Ach2ns wedg of gold cleave thy 
foul in ſfunder 

Fourthly, The old finner is not eali'y converted, but (ike ar old 
Maid, when married) hath harder lab »ur than ordinary. The lon- 
ger the ground of mans heart licth fallow, bringing forth nothing 
but weeds, unplowed up by repentance, the harder it groweth,and 
with the more difh-ulty is broken up. * was hard to caft out the 
Devil who had for a long time poſletted the man 3 the Apoſtles 
could not doit, and when Chritt Inmfelf did it , "twas not with- 
out much renting and raging, Mack 9. 21, 26 

Common experience telleth us, that a Ship-the longer it leak- 
eth,the harder it is to be emptied. An houſe the longer 1t gocth to 
ruine, the worſe to repair; a nail the farther it is driven in, the 
harder to get out; Chritt raiſed ewo to lite in the Golpel (beſides 
others ) one was a M1id- rew'y dead; Ek 8.54. to whom Chriſt 
ſpake but httle, Maid, 1 Jay unto thee, ariſe, and the work was 
quickly done; the'other was one who had been dead fo long till he 
ftunk z now mark what work there was toenliven him, Fob,11.4r. 
Chriſt weepeth, groaneth in {pirit, prayeth to his Father, then 
turneth to Latarw,and crycthiwith a loud voice, Lazarms come forth. 
(Fonly allude to it) Whert the ſinner hath been but tew years dead 
in fin,a low voice of Chriſtcan raiſe him up, but when a man hath 
been not four days, bit forty or titty years rotting in the grave of 
corruption that he ſtinks in the nottrils of others, it mdf be a loud 
voice indeed which muſt quicken him. How hard is it to turn the 
old (wine, the ofd drunkard, to:temperance z and the old goat, the 
eldadultcrer ts chaſtity ! though they be (0. old that their bodies 


cannot? 
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cannotad them, yet their helliſh hearts affe& chem 3 ahey;they 
fd 


have nothing left but the dog-days of theig age,, #beir bodies 
ſores, yet their ſomls are fuller of fins. TS 

The longer the trec Gandceth- in the ground, the:more it-xo0ts, 
and the falter it ſetlethic ſelf fo chat though achild. might:ſome- 
time have removed it, y£t now all the men in the Pariſh cannot 
pluck it up, Fer. 13, 23-. Gau the Erhjopian change bis . ak, or the 
Fx a bu ſpots ? then may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed to do 
evit, 


Cuſtom iu fin takgs away all conſcience of ſm, and hardeneth the heart 
more againlt God and gudline(s : As-a youth, whey he firſt-comgth 
to be Apprentice to {ome handicralt trade, his hand is very tender, 4 
and no {ooner js it (&t to work, but it bliſters,and puts him; to pain z 

but he continuing long at the trade, his hand hardens, and he ca 
follow his work, not only without pain, but with much pleaſurs; 
{o when a man is a young ligacr, conicience is tender, like a gueatic 
ſtomach, troubled much with the-leaſt thing that offcads it 3, but 
continuance in lin makes conſcience {cared and brawny, that after- 
wards the inner like the Oſtrich, can digeſt iron,and like the Turkiſh 
ſlaves feed on Opiam, and his (tomach not at all recoil or complain, 

It is reported of the Cretians, that when they, curſed their ene+ 
mics, they did not wiſh tire in their houles, -nor a dagger at their 
hearts, but that which would bring,greater wout mala conſuetudi- 
ne deledentxr,chat they might delight 1n an evil cultom z for cultom 
is not another nurture, but another nature aud that which is na- 
tural is not calily reduced. 

Some (ay there is no tranſplanting trees afrer ſeven years root- 
ing. I aim ſurc it is hard to trauſplaot them out of a (tate of na- 
ture into a ſtate of grace, who have been leventy years rooting in 
the earth; old ſervants will not calaly leaye their maſters, they 
will many tunes have their.caxs boared, and be everlaſting ſlaves 
rather then be made free. | 

Gurnais *Tis with old finners (faith one) as with them who. have lived 

Armenr. long under a Government, they-like to he as they arc, though but 
ill, rather then to think of a-changezor like thoſe whoin a journey, 
have gone out of their way all day, ſuch will rather take a ncw 
path over hcdg and ditch, then think of going (o far back to be (et 
T o 78. 0: iv 139 

ge fianer, for the ſake of thy ſoul, proceed no further ;- kopw- 

eſi thou not that every ſicp thou takekk jn' thine uncoaverted, wu 
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wakegh thy condemnation more thy condition more 'dan - 
FR Joby convertion heme" 4s 2 Is it not high time for 
oe c to begin to work out thy ſalvation,when the ſun of thy life is 
ſetting ? Al, "tizone of the ſaddefi fpetacles in the world, to-be- 
hold a man-full of falver hoary hairs, that is void of a golden fan- 
ified heaxt 3 ſuxely of all men alive,thou haſt cauſe roabound in. 
ſorrow, who doſi to this day. abide in thy fins. 


CHAP. VI. 


An Uſe by way of -Tryal,. wherein 1he charafter of Regenerate perſons is 
ſet down, with-ſome quickning matives ts Examination. 


He ſecond Uſe. which I ſhall make of this Dodrine, ſhall be by 
way of Examination. If without the lecond birth thou cant: 
not efcape the ſecond death,nor obtain eternal life; Then,Reader, 

Try whether thou art new born or #1 , commune with thy heart, and (ec 
whether this work be done, that thou may(t know. how thou (halt 
fare in the other world + Wherefore brethren give diligence to make 
your calling and elefion ſure, 2 Pct.1 10. The firtt tountain of our fe-- 
licity is e/edion z. aud the: maniteGation of this is our callwg ; by vo 
cation God bringeth to paſs in time, what be appointed from eternity: As 
a word is an outward thought, and a thought an inward word ; fo 
Vocation is outward ElcQion, or Election put into at, and madg 
vilible z and Elecion if inward Vocation, or Gods intention to 
convert and fave > Elecion is eternal calling ; Calling is a tempo- 
ral clecion, ſo that by cnivring thy calling, thowenſureſt thy cle- 
Giony make thy.calling ſwxre, be not (atished to let thy (alvation' 
hang in (ulpence, to follow Chritt, as the people followed Saul, 
trembling, not knowing how it ſhal fare with thee; but ſtrive for: 
full aſſurance that au gbundant entrance may be minifired unto you, into 
the Kingdoms of our Lard and Saviour Feſis Chriſt, 2 Pet, 1,11. 

-;L hape: zead of an,old wicked Uſurer,, who had:nothing in his 
mouth, but It is good. #0 be ſure it his ſervant went to receivemo- 
ney, he would tollow after him,and being asked the reaſon, would 
anſwer, 12 is good t0+be- ſure. It he had told his money once, he 

yould doit alecond; yea, athird time,. ſaying, It is good to be ſnre, 
it be locked-higgdoor himſelf; he would ariſe ont-of his bed to feel 
ig-lock<d; full pleading: forhisacalon, 1:35 good 20 beſure: It came 
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The Door-of Salvation opened — 


Tacitws, 


"IG that es mem Tet; Gelperaredy, Gk/ahs evan allies 


him (defirvus to make bim-(cnſible of his fins) Maſter, have you 
been at prayers? yeaiFobn, ſaith he; Sir,-faidthe ſervant, goto 


| prayers again 3 you; know? Tis good-80 be ſure; That's/more then 


needs, (aith the Ulurer,.I am ſure cnough of that. Truly this mans 
heart is the reſemblance of moſt men; they arcall for fecurity'in 
bargains, (ales, and purchaſes if thcy buy an inheritanceonearth, 
how ſure willthey make 1t ! - the> tenure ſhall be as firong as the 
brawn of the Law, or the brains of Lawyers can deviſe ; what 
Bonds, Dceds, Fines, Recoveries, Leaſes, Evidences, and (it any 
(cruple) collateral ſecurity are there toenſure it! but-alas who en- 
ſurcs the inheritance above | how few are therethat take any pains 
to ſecure their right to thoſe ever-living pleaſures ! Like Facob 
(though in another feulc) men put their right hand cf care,caution 
and diligence, upon the younger Son the body, and their left hand 
on the clder,the foul ; How few make their calling and eleftion ſure ! 
But Reader, it chowwould make ſure thy predeftination, and 
forc-appointment to glory, it muſt be done by raaking ſure thy Re- 
generation, and tran#ltion into a (tate ot grace. Thou cant not 
alccnd into heaven and ſee thy name written in the Lambs Bookyof Life, 
but: thou mayſi deſcend into thine own heart, and'ſec it by the ſceds 
and principles of a (piritual lite ;” as if any man would know whe- 
ther the Sun ſhineth or no, he need but look on the ground and fee 
the reflection of its beams, and not on the body of the Sun, which 
il but the more dazzle his eyes; the pattern is known by the pi- 
_ the cauſe by the cffe, the original by the copy, EleGion by 
regeneration the ſoul that is conformed to God; Law, may kttow that he 
is inrolled in Gods lift. It I have choſen God, I may fately conclude 
that God hath cholen-me, : 
The Hiſtorian reporteth how a Senator relating to his Son the 
great honours decreed to a number of Soldiers, whoſe names were 
written in a book 3 the Son was importunate to fee the book 3; the 
Father ſhewed him the out-fide; it ſeemed fo glorious that the 
Son delired him to apen it ; by no means, faith the Father, it is 
ſcaled by the Council; then ſaith the fon, Tell meif my name be 
there; the Faither ſaith, The names are fecret tothe Senate ; the 
Son ſtudying how he might get ſome (atisfaQion,- deſired His Fa- 
ther to declare the merits of choſe infcribed Soldiers : which tht 
Father doing, and the Son conſulting with his own heart, found 
himſelf co be none of them, Reader,though the Book of Life( wee 
includeth 
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Dintome)ber, the'deſerte of thoſe inſcribed there, ar 
opens © a « den grravn T Goalloos 
-ne | they are culled our of he word, oledly 


rated for the ſervice of the Lord ; "they ore born 
EIS 

drapre gegis to try Whether thou art one 

withexs which theu cenfl nat ſee 


any coin and 
: F hall cine thee bene thots ec eo fiir thec up to the 
erial of chy ſelf, 

Firſt, Conlider that thy Al hangs on this diodh of Regenerati= 
on.” *Alt that rhou art worth for thine unc e cliareia the 
other world dependeth"on this.” This is the foundation of that 
hope, that building which reacheth/to heaven ; now ris datige- 
rousto err in fundamentals; the ſtability of the building depends 
on the firength of the: foundation, Fox a man to go out of his way 
at the fixſt ſctting out, is ſaddeſt of all. Regeneration is the begin= 

ning of Chriſtianity in thee nay thy intereftin al! the unſearch- 
able bl ics in brit nate on - jor ; if roge 0 iy Fer then thy 
fins are perſon accept Father, Jef 
Chriſt thy-Husband apd $4 Saviour, the Spot th foxcer, the 
Promiſes arc thy Portion,” Heaven thy if thou art not 
adorned with fruits of Chiilts Spiric; thou! art not inte- 
reſted en gee hiswerits 3 therefore make ure 
here. with tHee to eternity according to thy ha 
or wanting this, Now doth it tot conccrn thee to "$56 wo 
zcning thy (et here, when a miſtake in this will make thee miler- 
able tor ever? if ever any trefſes had need be ſtrong, -— A-yaut 
they which draw ſuch a weight as thine endleſs weltare; 
intend t» devel long ,, they build firong, Soldiers uſc tents which have 
no foundation, becaule they intend but a thort ſlay in them; Thew 
leokyft for 8 City which baths foundation. Fricnd, bath thy expeRati> 
On of ir ab naar tion ! "would thou build Nlcightly for a dwel- 
of Eternity | ry; ons why be was otxa@ in pain- 
| ting, 
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ting, anſwered, Becauſe he painted for Eternity« - Lines which coo- 


cern Eternity had ned be'exactly drawh and deeds 

and all thmys indeed which concern Exernity,.. kad noed 40 be: 
quiſitely done. _ If a Merchant yeature albhis | 

and where there is mech hizatd- in the voyapey” | of fear 
and care will ke be, Veſt the Ships ſhould tailcatry; and his 


$, 


family bezuifed | many ated thoughtwilt heh a5 
fowr lawee to his fobd;- and+poſibly many'M"king-heare-in/the 
vightcokeephim wiking:\ He even tile mllf; 


much is he perplexed ; and ask him the reaſon, he'willell you, 1 
think 1 have cauſe; "AV that Tam worthy-is venituted in thacibor- 
thm'4 (hbuld\ir be Toft and periſh; we are alH1ofh, my wile, -(elf, 
indchildren muſt 4 Perifh,; Thusthe man lives inlicele caſe both 
d:y arid night, till at ft he confidereth with himf{clf of what con- 
ceninicut the fafety of that veſſel iwro him herefolverh, and ac- 


| cardingly goeth to the Enſurers Office , and*etiſareth his whole 


eltatc,and then he is fatisficd ; thoſe fears which like weights hung 
on the clock of his heare, and would nat fuffer it to rceſtg/lave now 
taken off, hd he cats his bread with chearfulnets, and drinks his 
wine with #tnerry heart ; 'he'can-in a: conditions. be contenged, 
becauſe bay W# enfared, Lt m 

Thus Reader, Regeneration is the veſſel, in which all that thou 
2rt worth, ' not for this preſet (periſhing; ' but for the other ever- 
haftittg- world is ventured y tfehgr'be found, thine endlets weltaze 
6 fafe- if- that bg febgoed and Tame; thou art lo& fos ever, How 
canſt thou take any tomforc in' the.abundance ot fading creatures, 
while (hy Mf,thive Etertiity-is ig ' © go to. thic Enſuring» 
Offices brivg thy riches,” thy filver to the balance of 'the SanQuary, 
and thereby try whether it hath its full weight.” © © 


. -: Man; what ſayeſt thouto'this reaſon for Self-examination ? is ic 


notof unſpeakable weight *. and I'ſhall ſhew thee 'that”cis of un+ 
queſtionable truch. Doth notthe living God tell thee, ther. excepe 
thow brt born agen. thos ſhalt not ſee bis Kingdom? Doth he not fay 
expreſly;that without are digs * Rev 22. 15,” The fathers Wouſe is 
only for children ; Dogs muſt be withowt:doors, Phargobi court ad- 
mitted: of 'vermine ; but Fcan aſſure that Gods 'will not 4 Into is 
tal 12 Ho wiſe evter any thing that is defiled 'or unclean, Rev: 21, ule. 
Empare perſons can never get into the molt holy place. Heaven muſt 
be in thee, before thow canſt be in beaven.. was a Yood inſcription, 
Which a bad man Wrote 0n:the door of his houlc, Per me nibil-intres: 
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als rhtough ac'; ; whereupon ſaid Diogenes, ©ne- 
"A . Haw then (hall che Malicr get inco Wo 
- Thagipicription oe. Slew agrecth withthe Cc- 
ation Thee is ag wag there but what is holy; che 
4 #4 2 Joba 17- 14... Joly ehilt7 if, Ack. 14, 27. the boly 
+5 puny ths ar6 boly, the holy Angels, Mark 
33, cþe Saints 0x boly mart 424 gromen, Heb. 22. 23. The work and 
nal employment:there.is holine(s ; the ſexvants wait on their 
lakes with ag 28+ = jr? 48 without ceafiog 3 the ſong there 
, Ju = ? Ys Rev. 4. $. cani thou there- 

think without holincls co get thither ?_* 
NT ular thas Gedwill try thee. He knoweth now what 
thas art,, whether. drofs or gold;/and he will ſhortly bring thee to 
the axe and make: thee known both to thy (elf and others, Though 
the waters of- thy corruptions-may ran for a time under ground, 
and be hidden from the eyes of men, yet they will at lengeh ap- 
pear» Thowarc at preſent all Cryſtal to God (he needeth not, as 
Momus. would have, a window into thy: brealt.) for he ſecth thee 
throygblyz be ſeeth thy: inwards, more. pertc4ly then thau and 
others: can (ce thy. outward parts, The fining pot is for filver,: and 
the furnace for gold; but the Lord tryeth the: beart, Prov. 17. 3. He 
hath a thread, which leadeth him- unerringly through the laby- 
rinth.of thy heart. He needeth no ſerious: inquilition about thee ; 
for he knoweth thee by immediate intuition. He walks through the 
rh thy heat efery hour; theretfore-it concerneth thee not to 

baulk it. + 4.4 '; ki ; 

He will trythee probably in hife,but certainly at death and judg- 
meutzaod ſhould not-thou then try thy ſelf? God may try thee in 
thy life by Prolperity,:he-may give thee ſtrong meat, and thereby 
examineaby fomach. whether at be good or bad 3} he may let the 
world. vpoh thee, .togry how-thy affeGions will flow out 
upan. it. :Beheve it, rich wines' will: try thy brains. © It is ſaid of 
Pus Quintw (called, becauſe ), | 
was ookgd-upon as 4 goad-man, 


Glyation. /bug. when he. came. to.be a Cardinal he doubted much <4? virum. 

about ir, avg when he was 2 Pope he. altogether deſpaired. of it 3 

thus the place doth often diſcover.the- pcrion, » Hot waters'will 

manifc& whether theze belife in 3- man or ng; 'ands, foll great 

wind will exy.whether the veſſcl of thy ſoul. be ballafted with grace 

er-a0. Its (aid of Caiws Caligula, there was never better Servant, 
L 2 


nor 
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when he was a mean man he Magiftra- 
had-great hopes of his own :«s indi. 
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"The Door of Saluation opened. 
nor worſe Maſter, Poiſonous and profitable roots are both-diſco- 
vered io Summer, though they were hid all-the winter, Phat cor- 
rupiion which lay in-the _ undiſcerned when the ſeaſon was 
cold, breaksout either in the face by pimples, orin the other parts, 
by ſome diſeaſe when che weather is warts. ©: But *tis more likely 
that God will try thee by adverfity 3 God teHlethyFerwſolem,that be 
woxld ſearch ber with condles, Teph.1,12. That is, asexafitly as mcn 
ſearch with candles, prying into every corner of the houſe (4 


God of the heart) bringing torth their lecret ways, revealing thei® 


hidden wickedncis , the words imply both themnauncs how exact 
ly God would do it, and the means how tcrriblyhe would do it;by 
jornc dreadful judgment y, 'he would kindle 4 fire and ſcarch chem 
by the light of that tire, Reader; if chou. wile not ſcarch thy foul 
by the Sur ght of his word, expe@ that he Ghould ſearch thee 
by the candle light, the fire light of his dreadful works. The flail 
of tzibulation wiH diſcoves the chaff from the wheat ;. and the tirc 
of affliQtion,the dro(s from the golds” Sharp weather will try whe- 
ther thy body be ſound or ſickly. A tlorm will diſcover theMariner, 
anda battel the Scldicr. God lcd Iſrecdl about in the Wilderneſs to 
try and to prove them,Dent.8,46, AtllicQion is like Solomons ſword, 
that diſcovercth which-is the true,which the falfe mother ; or like 
Simeons (word which pierceth through mens ſouls,tbat the thoughts 
of many hearts may be revealed. | 

Now friend, it God will esy thee, by ſome ſharp afflicion,is it not 
better to prevent” this. by Cif-exatination ? 'It may be God may 
try thee by diſgrace, 'or loſs of thy whole eſtate, or.by loſs of li- 
berty, limbs, or life > now how wilt thow- do to bid adieu to all 
carthly comforts for Jeſus Chrilt ! to welcome a priſon, kiſs a Bake, 
(mile at rorments, look a'violcat death-in the face- with colous in 
thy checks, anal courage in thy heart, to endure this fiery trial by 
God, that didſt never try thy (cif, beforc-hand ! Ff 1 thow boſt run 


- With frotmen, and they wearied thee, bow wilt then do 10 rune-with borſe- 


men 2 Jer. 14. 5. I (elf-crial ifþy chambes or-cloſer (where are 
none but God and thy. conſcien&@to be witneſſes, . and Scri to 
be judg of the controverfic )be (o irkſomeand grievous to thee, bow 
tcdious will thy trial be by Rames and torments 2-Beligye it, when 
thou.comekt to the fare, *twill be known whether thou art a'full or 
auempty pitcher. Bleſſed Bi/zy; tried his finger by -himſclt in the 
candle, batore his whole body'in the flames at the ſtake.) 0 gather 


un ſelves dogetber, .laith.the Pzophet, Zeph. 2. 1. Gather your ſelves. 
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oxcthne, fore the = -farth, before the : 
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as the chaff be. 
| robd it, _— 
Examide, unskin your ſelves, rip your 
ſelves up, difet your entrails; its doubled, to ſhew the 
ſ:rvency and carnefineſs of God forit, the nceſlity and weight of 
it, and mans antipathy and averſneſs to itzbefore the decree bring forth, 
&c. before the judgment which is now in the womb of the threat. 
ing come to the 1 of execution, O, Friend, ſearch thy (:1f 
faithkilly, - or be confident that God will Tearch thee dreadtully. 
Now, as Fobtold hisfxieads, Ir it good that God fhonld ſearch thee ont? 
feb'n3. 9. Isit that he ſhould 25 a Surgeon, eat out thy dead 
enſleſs ficſh by-lome ftinging corroſive, and cure thee of thy Le- 
thargy. by putting thee into a violent Feaver? The Kholar that 
will not (can his own-verlies, and try them by the rule, finds that 
his Maſtcr can mske him'do it under the rod. If God have thoughts 
ofevcrlaſting favour towards thee, he will force thee to know and 
try thy felf by ſorne ſeaſonable fire 3 he will fo ſhake the tree, . that 
it (hall be known whether the fruitbe rotten or ſound. 
If God ſhould not try and diſcover thee to thy ſelf in this world; 
he will certainly in the othiceworld, at the night of death, an 
in the day @ judgment: Death will try thee, that will be Girong: 
phyfick which will fully difcover thy conſtitution. 'Two or more 
children play together all day ;. but when night comes, one child 
goeth to his father, the other to his father, cvery- one ro-his own. 
father 3 it may be they were like one another that ſtrangers knew: 
not, yea, nor neighbours to whom they belonged, whoſe child was 
this, or whole child is that ; - but:when nighe comes, one father 
owns his child, takes him home, the other father calls his child co 
him, takes him into his bouſe ; Thus while men live they arc not- 
ſo well diſcovered, whecher'they arc of God, or of their father the 
Devil; but when thenkghe of-dearts comes, thcy-are tried ro whom 
they belong ; He that is born of Gold geetb #0 bis Fathers houſe ;, He that 
is of bis farbes the Devik; goeth with Fad to bis own place. Rotteneſt 
ſinffsarc ofteneſt watered, the deformed(t faces are-ufually painted, 
but the ſhower of death will wipe and waſh a}l off: ; 

Now if thott would be gathered cothy father in peace;examine 
and prove thy-ſelf ; make {ure 1bat tbere be . ſome good ybing in thee 
noward!s the Lard tby God” O how fad will it bc tor thee; 'who art 
how aſlcep,to awake (like the Jaylor)at the midnight of death,and- 
to find thy- evidences forthe new þirth- (a5 he bis priſoners in his 


_ own, 
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own apmrebenſign) milling 1 Thurg 
ill hen poſſes hes! how, pile god, ts wallt thay 

. Into the prelenge of God, ini thi TW, thy. par 
judgment ! Ah, how.ſad will/is be- $6 err, :to miſtake then 


an error can never, never be m 
ſoul-murger, anevelafting mi 
of thy ſoul'go legkyta miſtake in 
but, O how (ad will it be tojb: 
thereby to leak in the Ocean of 


v 


fox thy ſpiritual wealth 3 yet as (oorrasg thou ſtumbleſi into the. g» 
ther world, *cwill he tried, *c will he known whether they be xcal 
orimagimaty riches. * SST RS 117 6 et EIT «\» -4 
\Paitl told his Corintbjaus; 1:Cor..4» 1961 will come $0 .yau ſhortly, 
«nd will kwow,, wot the ſpeech of them that are pulteg; funk power - 
for the Kingdoms of God is not iu word, but in power. What will ye 7 ſhall 
Tcome4to you with a rod, or in Iiue F O Friend, not Paul, but. Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf will come tothee:by death/ſhoxtly, and. will know, 
not thy Beechy} in being puffed up-with a ſhadow of profeſlion, but 
the power, and'try whether thourhaſt- the: ſubſtance of Religion. 
Now man, what wilt thou? ſhall he come to thee ith «rod, or in 
Jove ? ſhall he ſend good Angels tq guard thee to Heayen, os evil 
Angels todrag thee to Hell? - pL of "WE 

. When David was going to encounter with Goliah,, he told Sgxd, 
that -he could not go with the argagr which Sex! had:put on hjm, 
becauſe be bad not proved it, s'Sam 47.39--And dareitahoucnres the 
liſt againſt a far greater. caorap,” even deothy with that armor which 
was never proved ? be confident, : i thou bghecl Qut Amor 


of proof, death will foil theez :.- - "7:4 % @- Te is 

Thedayof Judgment will try thee chrnzakel bieaſls wittbe 
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be able to read it. David, when his deeds 


lotted with his foul offences,could:diſcern 


$'were not b | 
"Thy Law i: within my beart, Plal.q0.8, When the Sun 
liigeth his datural.lightt with him;whercby. he isdiſco- 
World, A Diamond ſe in a gald: ringhringeth fuch- 
oticnt ſpakling with-it, that iCcauſcth mco to: difcera nt ;. twaly 
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fo the Sun of Rightevalacſ when he ariſeth in the ſoul, bring- 
 eth a ſpiritual rg ods with him, which helpeth the new crca- 
ture to behold him, and the Diamond of Grace cafteth ſuch = 


ſparkling luſtre in the heart of a Chyiſtiau, that jt thercby becomes 
viſible. d. Aut 
Regeneration makes a wonderful chan teration ; now 
reat alterations of State are not withour | - Do King 
Tn change its Governooy & "hg arbitra Tyrant, that flecced 
them, 'and ſlew them at pleaſure, for” mercifal, peaccab 
Prince, that ruleth them with arightcous Scepter, and not take 
notice of it ? Can a creature change his Maſter, fig and flefb, for 
Chriſt and his Spirit-z his work of ſerving divers lafts an eo, 
Tit.3.3. for ferying the Lord with fingleneſs of, heart, and not ob- 
ſerve it ? | whep the man 15 new made, Chriſt cometh into his hcazt 
with his Spirit, Graces, Goſpel: grear Gneſts when they come in- 
to an houte, have many eyes upon them; the King of Glory doth 
na come with ſuch @ train and 'retinue in ſecret 3 ' the, gradual 
change from grace to grace is riot ſo viſible : but a ſpccitical change 
from nature to grace is undoubtedly ſcnlible : when the ground 
that before brought torth'nothing but weeds and thiltles, comes to 
bring forth wheat, an ordinary perſon may perceive the difſtr- 
ence, though how this wheat groweth is not ſo perceptible, Every 
new creature doth not know the time, nor manner, nor means of 
his converlion, but every one may know that he is converted; The 
Mother doth not know how the comes co be quick, . but the know- 
eth that ſhe isquick, for {he keeleth-rhe child t» iiF'in her womb: 
how the ſhadow moverh on the Dial we cannot ſee, but thatit mo- 
veth we ſee plainly, in that irs oppolite at night ro flie bs fon 
3t was at noon. Though Conyerſion be not ever ſenſible inthe 


oo 


a&, yet it is ſenſible enough byitrs etf;s.3 and the x why it 
45.not in all alike viſible, is becauſe it is pot Inall alike violent. God 
conyerteth lome by Bo.mergez, ſons of thunder z others by a Barnabas, 


« ſon of conſolatian ; to {ome he comes 48. 00 Minus Sins), 
with thundring s;light nings, and a great noiſe; to others, ust 
with ; or rags King.19.12. The Spirir fallsdawn c 
as0n the Apoſtles, like a mighty ruſbing” wind,” oe-lils 

and ſcorching them, 48.2. 2,3. on others, asoa;Jelns Ch 
ſhapegt a Dove,dcaling wildly and meckly with them. ;. 
lor isby home by an cafthhuake, and an heartqua) 
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entreth in without any noiſe, AQ. 16, 14. Some in a (woon are re- 

'vived, only by pouring a little hot water down their throats, 
whereas others muſt be rub'd hard, and bcaten ſore before they will 
come to themſelves again. Canz.6.12, Ere I was aware,my ſoul made 
me like the Chariots of Aminadgb. 

Some have been infamous for pleaſure in ſin, and ſuch are uſually 
made more apprehenſive of the pain due ta finncrs; God bringeth 
all home by weeping-croſs, but them eſpecially that have been 
moſt wicked : The Phylicianis forced to give ſtrong Phylick to ſuch 
ſturdy ſtrong Paticnts, otherwile it will not work : A man that is 
an old ſinner, is like 6ne that hath had a bone 19ng out of joyne, 
and its feſtered 3 this man muſt feel much pain before it be broughe 
into its right place. 

Sometimes God intendeth to lift a foul high with ſpiritual con= 
ſolations; and to pxcpareit for them, he layeth it low with legal 
humiliation : We throw the ball hard again(t the ground, whea 
we intend that it ſhall bound high 3 Paul was forcibly caſt to the 
Farth, before he was favourably caught up to the third heaven. 

Somme are deligned to be high in holineſs, eminent patterns of 
piety to orherszand ſuch are often filled with ſorrow,and do (more 
then others ftcel the ſmart of fin ;: When the workman will 
make his building high and exaQ, he laycth the foundation deep 
and low. 

God is not limited,he dealcth with men as he ſceth good ; it is his 
will ( and that is reaſon enough ) that all his children ſhould not 
be brought forth with the ſame pain: He hat'. ſeveral medicines 
( whereof ſome are more ſweet, others more ſowre ) for the cure 
of their ſpiritual maladics, and he applicth them as it pleaſeth 
him, | 

Now when the Spirit of God worketh moſ forcibly, then the 
man perceiveth it moſt ſenſibly : Bufides, forae men- aud womer 
have had inclinations towards God and godlineſs cvecr fince they 
came to.any knowledg 3 they (uckt the milk ot grace betimes from 
the breaſt of theig Parents, I mcan their Religious education; Ohes- 
diab feared the Lord from bit youth, 1 King.1$. 12. Timothy from 3 child 
knew the baly Scriptures, The dews of grace were dropt trom Hea- 
ven ppon their ſouls cax]y, in the morning of thir age; ard in 
ſuch caſcs converſion, as to the time and manner df it, is under a 
cloud : For as he that is locked up in ſome dark Dungeon, may cali» 
ly diſcover the moment of time ; when cither the lealt beam of the 
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Sun, or glimmcring of day-!light dit break iff ttpon hits whereas 
he that is always in the open air, is (chſible that the daylight is 
broke, that the Sun is riſcn, but cannot tell you precifely when the 
day ſprang, or the Sun role z, (0 (ome that haye bzen betimes put 
out apprentices to the Devil by ther patcits; ben taught thac 
hellifh trade of lin, and naftturcd in ebſtinacy and ignoratice, being 
locked up and tcttered in the Dung<-on of darkneſs, as Peter in Pri- 
ſon , theſe men may calily remember the time, when rhe day-ftar 
from on b/gb did vifit th.m z when the Atigel of che Covenant camie 
apon them, aud cauſed a light to ſhite about hem, andaiſed them 
6p, and caulcd their fetters to fall off, the Prifon door to flye open, 
4nd commanded them to arile and follow him ; but thoſe that were 
ever in the op-u air, brought #p is the nurture and admynition of the 
Lird: { like velſcls, when new (eafoned with holineſs } thoſe can- 
not tell you the day wiien ſalvation came to their fouls; they can 
e1! you the day is broke, but whewthey know not ; one thing they 
bow, that wberess th.y were bliad, now theyfjee, but how they came 
by their fight” they cannot certihe you; they can tell you, that 
they Ire ſaniticd, but the ſcafon of 1t they cannot tel}, Reader, 
chough the-rime and manner of this work makes the knowledg 
of ir moe calie and fentible ro Corti ran to others, yet to'a!l *is 
poſſible, | 
Gods precepts ſprak it p-ſible z God requirerh of his people ſuch 
things as whuld be co a1 purpoity if they could not be affured of 
their grace and purity ; He commar.dceth to examine themſelves, 
whether they are in the fairÞor 40, 2 Cor.:13:5, . Now to what purpoſe 
or eud ſhould the Law of Gbd be produced, the perſons heart and 
life Compared with ir, witneffes b- ©x2miined, the man thus arraign- 
ed in the Court of Conſcience, it the matter in debate could not 
be brought to an illue, if it could not be known whether he be 
(anGificd or not ? God bids us Muke ol calling and election ſare,2z Pet, 
x. 10. therefore they may be enfuxed : *'We ate enjoyned to pray 
with confidence, and to call God Father, Heb, 10. 22. Mar. 6, 9, 
which certainly none can'do, if none can know that they are his 
children. f5 
The Apoſite tells us, that we mult rejoyce in the Lotd, Pbil. z,x. 
ad that always, 1 Theſ. 5. 6. even i tribulation, Marth, 5.59, 
Whith who can do, if he Knew not whether Gbd be his friend 6+ 


ar hd} des | 
" Refides, the promiſes of God ſhew it poſſible, Fob. 14.21, T will 
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love bim { that keepeth my commandments ) and manifeſt my ſelf 
120 him, ſaith;Chriſt, 1/2.60.16. Pſa.50. w1t. and $5.8,9: Now what 
Gods mercy promiſcth, his truth performeth. 

The helps likewiſe which God affords us, ſpeak this feaſible. The 
Scripture {etteth down the ligns of the men and women whichare 
ſancified, and which ſhall belaved Aud bereby we know that we know 
bim, if we kgep bis commandments. To know that we know him,is to 
be aſſured that we know him, 1 Fob. 5. 13. Theſe things bave I writ- 
ten #39 you that believe an the name of the Son of God, that ye may know 
that ye bave eternal life. Mark, they did belicve betore, yet St. Fob 
writcs.that they might believe 3 they had before the faith of adhe- 
rence 3. Fobw writes to them that they might have the faith of 
aNſucance. The Sacraments arcallo given as broad feals, and the 
Spirit as the. privy {cal of heaven, to enſure (ſalvation, Roms, 44 11." 
Eph. 1-30. 

Ina word, the pattern and experiences of the Saints [peak this 
pollible ; that which others have acquired, is not impoſſible to us. 
The chitdren of God have been affurcd of their adoption, that 
God was their father, Iſs, 63.16. 1 Fobx 3. 2. Though Abraham be 
:32norant of us, and Iſratl ackrowledg us not, doubtleſs thou art our fa- 
ther, tbon O Lord art our Fathcr, and our Redeemer. They have been 
aſſured of their juſtification, Fob13. 18, Pſzl. 45. 24, perſeverance 
in grace, 1 Theſ. 5 25; Rom. 8. 35. to the end. Ot their right to 
glory and ſalvation, 2 Cor. 5, 1, We ktow that when tbe houſes of our 
eartbly tabernacles ſhall be diſſolved, we ſhall enjoy a building of God, an 
houſe not made with bands, but eternal in the beavens. So 2 Tim. 4. 7,8. 
Fob 19. 25. 2 Tim.1. 12. And all this affurauce of adoption, jultifi- 
cation, perſeverance in grace, fruition of glory, which Saints have, 
doth procced from their aſſurance of their regeneration, 1 Fob.3.14. 
We kyow that we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe we love the brethren, 
Regenezatian or |holigels ische firſt fruits which do enſure the har< 
veſt, andthe catneft- which 'doth confirm the bargain, and enſure 
the full ſum. , — LG ,f 17,2 u 20 1210 

' Naw Reader, having givenithee ſame motives to quicktu' hee 
totry thy ſook; I hall lay;down the Merks, atid bring thee'to the 
teſt. And they ſhallbe takentrom thenature and efeRs-of ' rege- 
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Firlt, cxamine thine heart by the nature of this'true holineſs; 
Now there arc two things in the nature of this new creature, Fn 
every birth there is Generatio nnius & corrmptio alters, (aith the Phi- 
loſopher, lomething generated,and ſomething deſtroyed ; (o in this 
pew-birth there is the produQion of grace, and the deltrucion. of 
vice , the life of righteouſneſs,and tbe Loth of ſm ; the ſetting up of 
the Ark, and tne throwing down of Dagon. The linfulneſs of our 
ſouls by our ficlt births, confifteth in their averſion from Ged and 
good, and in therr couvertioa to be evid one, and evil; in having 
the Image of Satan imprinted on them, and the Image of God 
blotted out of them. * The ſanity of our fouls by their ſecond 


births, conſitteth in theic converſion to God, and their averſion - 


from lin; in having the Image of the Devil razed out of them,and 
the Image of the Szviour tamped ou them. As we have bore the 
Image of the earthly, ſo we muſt bear the Image of the heavenly.” And 
thele two parts of the good part, are like two Buckets in a Well, as 
the one(namely the inter<tt of God )cometh vp, the other ( namely, 
the intereſt of tin and S.tan) goeth down z, the higher the Sun gec- 
tcth, the more ſtill it (cattereth the darkne(s, 

Firſt, therc'is in this new nature a dying to iy, The Apoſtle cal- 
leth it a putting off the old man, Ephcl.4.22. and a dying to tin, Rom, 
6 11. Convcrlion, like thc (hip-mans fatal (tar, is never (cen but 
before the wrack and death ot tio. The (pring of grace'is a living. 
fountain, and clcanſeth it felt of mire and dirt. Grace like Chritt 
mcreaſesh, and (in like the B.ptitt decrealeth. The expreſſion of 
the Holy Gholt about this is worthy our (erious contideration , 
Rom.6.6, Knowing this, that our old man i crattified with bim, that the 
body of fin might be d:ftroyea, that bencefortb-we ſhould not ſerve ſin ; for 


be that is dead i freed from fin. Lo, here, fin is ſerved'by Chriſt the * 


(ame ſawce, which ic formerly ſerved Chriſt. Sin crucified him, 
when he came in the hkeveſs of Sinful fleſh; and he Nlayeth it when he 
cometh into the ſoul by his Spirit 3 but in the words of the Apoſtle 
obſerve, fins appellation, and its execution, For its appeHation; ic 
is6alled, firſt the Old an; partly becauſc'ir is derived arid propi- 
gatcd-from Adam, the eldefk of men 3 partly-in conipariſon of re- 
novafian,. and 5encwing the whole man. . It is called ſecondly, the 
hedy of fin, part'y bzcauſe mans corrupt naturelike a body or ſtock, 


brancheth torth into divers actual fins as members, Col. 3, 57 Gal. 5, 


10. pat'y becauſe of the irength'of it, as alſo becauſe men arc as 
Wach, naturally in love with their fins as with themſelyes.Bue rake 
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notice of the execution of this old msn, of this body of ſin in the regene= © 


rate. The vid man is crucified, Sin like an old man in them which arc 
new made,doth decay and decline every dayzit is cvery hour grow- 
ing weaker and weaker, and nearer tO its grave and utter aboliti- 


on, Regeneration giveth lin its deaths wound,though as thoſe that 


are crucified, it dycth lingringly, yet it dicth certainly. Sin (!tke 
2 man in a conſumption) in a converted perſon is always walting 
and dyiog, till at laft it*s quice dead, One that is mortally woun- 
ded ſprawlcth and moveth for. a time, but afterwards giveth up 
the Ghoſt 3; ſo fin, while Szints live, though it be morcally woun- 
ded, doth-rage"and ſtir, but it abatcth in tirength,and dyeth with 


them. 


St. Anguſtine.relateth-of the Szrpeat,that when ſhe groweth old, De civie, 
ſhe draweth. her (clf through a narrow- hole , and by this m2ans 2% / 8. 


ſtripping: off her old skin,. ſhe reneweth hr. age : Truly thus ©** 


the Chriltian is made new-, by putting off chz oi4l coat rf- the old 
man. 


- The Scripture ſpeaketh expreſly, He that is born of Gad, finneth 4mbulare 
ot, 1 Fob.3.9. that is-conltancly ; lin is noc his delign or imploy- 1 peccaris 


ment ; and chearfully ; fin is not his delight or element ;, tor fin 
is againli his new naturez now a man can dv nothing againſt his 


et fic ver- 
ſort ins pec« 
cats ut in 


nature cordially or conttantly ; Sin may reb<l! within him, . but 'it vocations 
cannot reign over him 3-he looks on tia as his greatelt euemy, and /*4 ordi- 


therefore *tis impoſlible that he ſhould couverte with-it in a-way-0 
amHy. Nay, as tirc and watcr, hat and cold, nevermect but they 
tght ; ſo this new life is in contiaual was with every lutt , the 
new. creature is like unto God, Of parer eyes than to behold miguity, 
Hab.1.13, the cvil df fin cannot ordioart y get a good Jook-trom 
him ; he cannot meet this ugly gueſt in any-coracr of his houle, 
buc his heart rifeth againſt him 3 he contidereth what 2 Lord tia 
diſpleaſcth, what a Law {in tranſgrefieth, what a bcautitul mage 
{in defaceth, "what a glorious name fin diſhonoureth, what a love- 
ly-loving S:viour/fn buftetted ſhamefully, and tortured cruelly, 
what a/ precious ſou}, and peerleſs (alvation fin was like to have 
loſtthim eternally. And oh tis a killing-look which this ſoul giveth: 
his deareſt luſt : Ab,thinks he, that ever -my nature ſhould :hatch 
and\/harbour fuch hideous montters, that ever my heart ſhould be 
Spolluted bed to breed and bring forth ſuch a poiſonous brood ! 


"F'was my iniquicy that bid defiance to the: highelt Majeſty 4 *rwas + 


wy-corruption which ſcourged the back, wounded the head, nailed 
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the tect and hands, yea pierced the very heart of Jeſus Chrilt ; my 
wickedneſs was the weight which cauſed: his bloody ſweat 3 my 
luſt. was the murderer, which put to death the Lord of life 3 "twas 
my covetoulſneſs which b:traycd him, my cowardlinel(s which con- 
demned him,and my cruelty which executed him,,,and {hall I be a 
triend to that Traytor, which wasa toe to-my Redeemer! Well, 
whatever it colt mc,through the ſtrength of Chiilt le baye juſtice 
upon theſe murderers, through the help of heaven theſe brats of 
hell ſhall have their brains dafſbt out : his great care is every day 
to conquer his corruptions. The body of hu and death to which he 
is tyed, is as noiſome to his ſoul, as a dead body to his {cnles, Luſt 
iS as burthenſum to him as a withered arm, which hargs on a man 
likea lump of lcad. Never did priſoner more ardently dclire to be 
rid of his tetters, than this Saint to be (sced from ſubjection to his 
fins; The dilireſſed Fews did not groan fo much under their Egyp- 
tian ſlavery, as this truce Iiraclice for ſpiritual liberty ; O wretched 
man that I am, ſaith he, wh» ſhall deliver me from this body of fin and 
death' Rem,7.29. His great end, and endeavour in every provi- 
dence and every Ocdinance, is, not the repreſſion but the ruin of 
this evil of fan. it the Sun of mercy ſhine warm upon him,he makes 
uſe of it to put out the kitchin-hre of wickedneſs: When God (0- 
laceth his ſpirit with extraordinary kindne(5,the facritice of thank(- 
giving that he offereth up is the b-alt of ſome fin, which he laycth 
on the Altar, and poureth forth its blood before the Lord : When 
the form of aftiiG&ion ariſcth, he enquireth for the Fonab which 
raiſed the temp«it, and cndeavoureth that-. he may be caſt over- 
board, and drowned. 

And as he makes ule of divine Providences, (likewiſe of divine 
Ordinances, for the weakening his corruptions, 

In prayer, like the flick child, he pointcth at the place of his pain; 
he indiceth, accuſeth and condemneth fin; and entreateth-that it 
may be executed 3 his prayers: and tears are his daffy. weapons, 
wherewith he tighteth againſt his moſt inward and ſecret wicked- 
neſs. When he percciveth luſt, like Adorhab, Uſurping the throne 
of his heart, he-gocth in to God, as Bathſheba 46 David;ligbwg and 
ſaying, Did not my Lord promiſe:bir:ſervant, «bat abe true $oloman 
ſhould reign in my ſoul ? that FeſusGbrift the Pringe of Peace ay. 
the Scepter in my ſpirit ? 4nd now behold bis foes, which thou 
to make big footjtool, baue trayteronfly:afpired #0 the Grown , 
maile me ſwbjed to their eemmande, As bftber, he is very deſirous of 


theſe. 
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theſe Hamans dcfiruRion, and watcheth continually for a fit op- 
portunity} to prefent his Petition to the King of Kings for that 
end 5 -and when in any duty he feeth the God of glory to hold out 
the.galden Scepter.of mercy towards him O, then he beggerh 
for juſtice :. If I bave found favonr in thy ſight, O King; and if it pleaſe 
the King, let tbe life of my foul be given me at my Petition, and the d.:th 


| of my ſins at my requeft : Did thy dear Son die for fin, and ſhall thy poor 


ſervant live uu ſm ? . ſhall not 1h.ſe Wine enemies, which wonld not bave 
thee to reign over me, be ſlain before thy face ? Order my ſteps by thy word, 
and let nv4 any iniquity b.tve dominion over me, Plal. 119. 133. Thus by 
prayer,as by one main piece of his ſpiritual armour,he becomes pre- 
valent. The Komaas overcame thejr Enemies hitting, (that is, the 
Senate by their prudent counſels) but the Chriſtian kneeling z by 
his boly valour he wreſtlerh with God, and through the powcr of 
Chriſt gets the Victory, 2 Cor, 1 2,6. 

And becauſe the Devil of ſome luſts wi!'l not be caſt out without 
faſting and prayer, theretorc he joyncth tfiing to (upplication, and 
tricth to ſtarve his corruptious : B-torchand he fitteth himſelf tor 
that day of purging out his ill humours, by the preparatory potion 
of mediration, The contideration of his fins, how bloody and 
hainous in theig nature, how crying avd crimion in their circum- 
ſtances, makes his phytick work the b-rtcr. Ke thinketh before, The 
day of mourning for ( «fe nding ) my Fathcr is comme, and then I will ſhy 
my bretber Jacob, my fearejt an4 neareſt fin. This mn orimgeth ander 
his natural body (which he miy Jaw'ully cherithzthat he may abate 
the trength of the body of death; as men {ometimcs in a fraver 
open a veing and let out their blood (though it be not bad) char 
they may. weaken their encny. - 

In reading and hearirg the Law of God, he (etteth his luſts na- 
ked bctore that {word of the Spirit, that thry may be bewn by the 
Propbety,and ſlain by the Words of Grads math ; He dctires that it may 
picxce deep, to ahe dividing of ſoul and firit of tbe joynts and murrow and 
20 the diſcoviriviggf the thoughts and intents of bis beart : His voice to 
the Miniſicr, is like the Prophets to his Neighbour, Smite me I pray 
tbee 3 and likes him beſt, thatin (miting, wounds his fin molt :; he 

ves of that Chyrurgiou that fearcheth his wounds through!y 
though he put him-to pain 3 he-rejoyecth that the Preacher revea- 
teth to him his ereors, that he may tollow them with Hue and Cry 
till they are taken and puniſhed, and fo Gods purſuit of him may be 
prevented: It the Mipiſtcr give him a bitter Pill of reproofhe doth 
W977 not 
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not like a quealic ſtomach, favour his malady,and loathe his medi- 
cine, .but-takes it down willingly, knowing, that though ſuch 
things be not toothſom, yet they are wholſom, and that they muſt 
be bitter things that break the-bag of worms in his ſtomach: ſweet 
things will nouriſh and cheriſh them : He is glad that the word is 
fire, that thereby his droſs may be conſumed ; that it is water,be- 
cauſe his heart thereby may be waſhed and purified; He bideth the 
word in bis beart, that-be may not ſin ag ainft God, Plal.119.11. 

He goeth to the Lords Supper, that the blood of his fins may be 
ſbed by the blood of the Saviour 3 Tbe Croſs of Chriſt is the ſouls «r- 
muonr, and fms terror , there is life in it for the death of tin. Pliny 
faith, that the faſting-Spittle of a man will kill Serpents; Sure I 
am,the blood of Chritt applicd by taith, will mortific fin,and there- 
fore the Saint frequenteth the Sacrament, He goeth toit,as Naaman 
to Fordan,to be cured of his ſpiritual leprofic; when he approacherh 
the the table of the Lord, and feeth (in the bread broken, and the 
wine pourcd out ) by faith Jeſus Chriſt Cruciticd before his eyes; O 
how his keart burncth within him,in hatredand indignation againl(t 
his ſin, and in dc fires after, and delight in his Redeemer : He be- 
holdeth there the knives of his pride, unb-lict, hypocriſie, malice, 

and the like, all rcdded in the blood of the Mediator; and now 
his eyes ſparkle with tire and fury,and his ſoul (welleth with wrath 
and revenge againſt them 3 were but his hand anſwerable to his 
heart, I mean his power to his will, he would put fin to as much 
pain, make it ſufler as wuch ſhame, caulc it'to undergo as-curſed a 
death as ever Jeſus Chriſt did, Now this frame of (pirit is excee. 
ding]y plealing to the King of Saints; he beſpeaks the ſoul at the 
Sacrament, as Herod did the Darnſel, Ark of me bat thou wilt, and 
I rill give it thee to the balf, nay, to the whole of my Kingdom, The 
ſoul having before conſulted with his regenerate part (for this was 
a pious plot laid before, only put off till a convenient day) asketh 

the head of ſome Juſtin a Charger ; The King ſendeth preſently, 
commandeth execution to be done accordingly z gThe uew crea- 
ture doth now with a joytul heart look up to Heaven, and faith, 
Bl:ſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who bath this day avenged me of mine 
enemy , would to God that oll the enemies of my Lord the King, and all 
that riſe #p within me againſt thy Lows, were as that one luſt | 
He alſo withdraweth thoſe things. which have fed his (piritual 
diſcaſes ; he takes away the fucl, that he may put out the fare ;, he 
hates the very cup out of which he formerly drank his loathſome 
phylick ; 
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phylick . he cuts off thoſe pipes which have ſupplied his Adverta- 
ries 3 he avoideth the occaſions of evil 3 he knoweth that his cor- 
rupt heart is gun-powderzand therefore, whercſoever he goeth, hc is 
fearful of the leaſt ſparkzHe bateth the garments ſpotted with the fliſh, 
Jud.19. He endeavoureth that his raiment may not only be preler- 
ved from burning, but(as the three childrens)trom licnging:He is a 
truce Dove that doth not only flic from the Hawk,trom tin,but will 
not ſo much as ſmell of a feather which falleth from the Hawk; 
he abltaineth from appearances of evil 3 he dares not come near the 
brow of the hill, fo far is he from falling to the bottom, Thus the 
ſanRified man uſeth all means for the murdering of his tins. 

Now Reader conſider, how is it with thee? haſt thou applied 

thele ſeveral particulars to thy (clt? What fayſt thou? Is it thy 
endeavour by every providence,and thy end in every Ordinance,to 
mortifie thy corruptions,and to bring thole Traytorsto execution? 
Isit thy delign to cover fin, or to kill lin? dott thou pray againtt 
fin (as Anſtin confeſt he did before his converſion) as one afraid that 
God ſhould hear thee, and grant the requeſt (not of thy heart, but ) 
of thy lips? or is the death of thy fins the very deſire of thy ſoul ? 
An unconverted man may put up many prayers,but no deſires againſt ſin. 

An unregenerate perſon fighteth againſt fin, as the Athenians Livy. 

again Philip of Macedon, with words,rather than with ſwords: Or © 
as ſome that openly proſecute the Law againſt a MalefaQor,and yet 
favour him under-hand , fo this man makes a ſhew of purſuing fin 
unto the death, acculing, arraigning it, witneſſing againſt it in 
prayer, and defiring judgment z but inwardly he ſo minceth che 
matter, taketh off the edg of the evidence again(t it,as one reſolved 
that it (hall live; his expreſtions cry out of fin,as the Jews of Chritt, 
Away with it, away with it, *tis not worthy to live, lct it be cruci- 
fied 3 but his affeions call with much more ardency,as Pilate, Why 
ſhould it die ? what evil hath it done ? -we find no fault in it, or at 
leaſt (as Auftins heart) Not yet, Lord, not yet : A lictle longer he 
would willingly lazc upon the bed of luſt: A little more ſlumber, s 
little more ſleep, ſaith this {ſpiritual fluggard. Truly, all this ſhew of 
warring, againſt fin, is but falſe fire; which (you know) candono 
exccution. 

_ Fencers, at-a prize, ſometimes. ply: one another ſo home, and 
ſtrike (0 hard, ! that they ſeem.ca be; in carnett, : when they are all 
the while but.in jeſt 3 their intentionsare topleaſe the people, and 

© thereby to advance their profic; by getting liccte money; but not 
by at 
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at all to wound one another, at leaſt not dangerouſly ;, a ſlight 
wound poſſibly may happen. Thus unſancihed men combat with 
fin ; they ſeem by their praying, xcading, hcaring, to aim at its 
death, to be in carteſt, when-indeed their intentions arc to carry 
on their own intereſtzand their reſolutions,that however they may 
raze fin ſlightly (for their own ends) not to wound it deeply, 
Friend, I know not, but God knoweth, whether it be thus with 
thee or no : Dot thou by civility, by the pertormance of duties, by 
attendance on Ordinances;tell the world, that thou wouldit cruci- 
fe thy corruptions, when ſuch a thing is not in thy retired thoughts? 
as Caligula with Banners dilplayed, Battel ranged, Trumpets (oun- 
ding, fct his Soldiers to gather Cocklcs.: Or doſt thou enter the 
Liſt againſt thy luſt, as David againſt Gokiab, reckoning to kill, or 
be killed, reſolving through the help of heaven, the ruine of the 
uncircumciſed Philiftame ? ; 

Is the tight between thy judgment and thy will ? between thine 
enlightned conſcience,and thy afteCtions, or between the ſpirit and 
feſh, the law in thy mind, and the law in thy members, the regene- 
rate and the-unregenerate part ? + 

Doſt thou hate and fight againit fin asfin, and fo againſt every 
fin ? *for all true hatred is againſt the whole kind: Doft chou loathe 


- it as much whenit riſeth in thy heart, as-when it rageth in thy lite? 


in thy dearcii friends, as in thy bittereſt enemies? It was (aid of 
Anthony, that he hated a Tyrant,not tyranny doft thou abhox the 
diſcaſe or the Patient? canſtthou ſay as David, I hate every falſe way? 
Pſal.,119.104. Univerſality in this, 15 a ſure fign-of fincerity. Herod 
ſpits out. ſome fins, when he rolls others as {weet morſel&in his 
mouth, An hypocrite ever leaves the Devil ſome Nelſt-egg ro fit 
upon, though he.take many away.: Some men will not buy fome 
commoditics, becauſe they carmot have them at their own price, 
but-thcy lay out the ſame money on others ; ſo Hypocrites forbear 
ſome lins, yea, are Yiſpleaſed at ther, becauſe they cannot have 
them without diſgrace or diſcaſes, or-ſome other difadvantege, but 
they lay out the ſame love upon other fins; which will fuit better 
with their deſigns. Some afhrm what the Sea loſett-#n one place, 
it gaineth in another 3 ſo what ground the corruption. of the 'trr< 
converted loſethone way it gainethanorher, There isindim forhe 
ane. luſt eſpecially which is his: favourite z-- fotne Kitigdin, tike 
Agag, which muſtbe ſpared when gthets ate deſtroyed; Tn +bi# the: 
Lord be merciful 30 thy ſervgut,) (aith Noaman, But now the regenic- 
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rate laboureth to cleenſe bimſelf from all pollutions both of fleſh and ſire, 
2 Cor. 9. 1. Grace is like Ceſsr who would admit of no ſuperior ; 
nay, like Oyl *ewill allow of no mixture: Sin may be in the Saint 
as rawneſs and illneſs in water, but the fire of grace worketh it 
out by degrecs, ſcnding it forth in the ſcum ; the leaſt drop of wa- 
ter is contrary to, and oppoſed by fire, as well as the full veſſel; 
thelcaſt fin.is contrary to, and oppoled by grace as well as the 
greateſt; the Shepherds Dog forceth the whole flock to flie, but 
hath a ſpecial cye'to one ſheep to which he is dire&ed by the ftaft 
or a tone from the Shepherd : Or as the hounds (faith a Divine) 
drive the whole herd of Deer before them, yet have a (pecial eye 
to one Deer which is ſingled out by the Dart of the Huntſman, that 
however others may ſcape, yet that ſhall be killed ; ſo Regenera- 
tion though-it work in the ſoul a deteſtation of, and a refolution 
againlt every ſin, yet the levereſt exerciſe of this hatred and oppo- 
ſition is againſt the mans beloved and delightful lin, reſolving how- 
ever others ſhould eſcape, yet this (hall be put to death. As the 
Syrian commanded his Soldiers to fight neither againſt ſmall nor great, 
but ageinft the King of Iſrael: fo truly the bent of the ſanGtined 
heart is moſt againſt this Royal King-fin, as that fin whereby God 
hath: bcen mott diſhonoured, and his ſoul moſt deeply wounded. 
Ambroſe relates a ſtory of a Dog, whoſe Maſter being flain by one 


of his Enemies, he lay by him all night, with great lamentation, 1s Hexam, 
howling and barking. In the morning many came to ſee the dead #45. 4+ 


corple,among(t' whom was the murderer : the Dog no ſooner faw 
the Homicide, 'but preſently fell upon him. Friend, is thy greateſt 
hatred and anger againſt thy Saviour-and-Soul-murdercr, that 
Maſter-fin in which thou didſt formerly take the greateſt pleaſure? 
Canſ thou ſay as David (obſerve that character of uprightne(s) [ 
wes upright before bim,and kept my ſelf from mine iniquity 5 P(al.13.23. 
Mark, from mine iniquity, The 'godleſs man though he do much, will 
be ſure to fail herez and the! godly man wi'l ftrike home here, 
where-everhebe favourable 3 An horſe that is not ſound, but foun- 
dred, will favour one foot, if not more , the Lapwing (ſome ob» 
{erve) will cry, and make a great noiſe, but *tis when the is fartheli 
from her neſt ; rhe'Hypocrite may keep a- great ſtir about many 
{ins,but there is bne finwhich he mcdteth not with. There &, faith 


a learned Divine, Mo-grentet | urgent of unſound repentance,than in. Dr. Rey- 
dulgent thoughts, ad reſerved dihight aid complacency in 4 majter-ſue, 1019s on 
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particular weeds 3 So arc fome- mens hearts for ſome parti- 
cular fins; As Cains for envy, Corabs for arrogancy, Pilates for 
cowardline(s,. the young man for  covetoulneſs:3. and. this fin is-or- 
dinarily the greacelt block in the way of Converlion;. rather than 
men would leave this ft, - they. have loſt Salvation, Mark 19.22, 
Foba 12. 42,43. The Devil holds them as faſt by this one link,as by 
ten thouland; Asit is with a Rabbits skin, it comes off very well, 
till it come to the head, and.then there is haling and pulling, and 
much ado before it ſtirs ; So the creature may do much at the com- 
mand of God, but there is old. ſtir and pulling,: before:this ta be (e- 
parated from him 3 if this be once done throughly,the man is con- 
verted truly; for nothing but a ſaving work; can cauſe a man to 
loathe that fin which he loved as himicif: And therefore an uncon- 
verted perſon will ever be talle in this. Jebx maytthrow down the 
Idolatry of Baal.but not the Calves at Dan and Betbel : The young 
man in his worldlineſs, Herodin his uncleannefs, Balaam in his ftub- 
bornne(s,muſt be excuſed. The converted ſoul is in this moſt carctul; 
as Cranmer, he will put that unwortby right band firſt inthe fire, with 
which by bis j ubſcription be bad ſo much difhonoured-Chbrijt. and Religion, 
T=rk; Bift. Mibomet the Great,tiitt Emperor of the Turks,cut oft his tair Irenes 
head with his own hands,in whom he had {o cxceedimgly.dclightcd, 
to aſſure his Baſhaws that he had rather promote the publick peace 
and good, then pleaſe and.fatisfic his own paſſions. . The true Chri- 
fiian 15a far greater Conqueror,and out of love to God aud his own 
Salvation, obtains a more lawful and noble victory over the Miſtr;s 
of bis affetions : He knoweth no fin, be it never lo near ox. dear to p 
him, worth hazarding the loſs of Gods favour, and his ttcrnal wel- bs 
fare forz. And therefore though his fn be att Abſalom, concerniog 
which corrupt nature, like David, gives a (pecial charge, Spare the 
young man Ablalom : Deal gently with him for my ſakg « Hr feeth,like 
F,ab,that the way to ſcatter the army ot Julls,45 to flay the Gene- 
Tal, this commander 1g chict 3, And therefore he refolveth to make 
ſucc work of him, and tor-that end takes three darts. and (trikes 
him through with them all, when one would have done the deed, 
Reader, | contcis Ihave been much larger in'this head than t in- 
tended; bur if thou examine thine heart, faithtully aud. prudently 
by it,thowwilt have no cauſe tbe ſorry! tor-it 7 1 have read chat it 
was wont to. be the way.of trial, whether land belongs &'to Englang, 
or Iriland, by putting toads or {erpents,, 'or ot ber.venemous/exca- 
WrcSinco it 3 It they lived there, the landbclonged to gba, if 
/ tncy 
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they dicd, to Ireland : ſure I am, thou mayit'try whether thou at 
preſent belongelt to heavenor to hell, to a Covenant of Works, or 
to the Covenant, of. Grace, 'whether thou art converted 'or ancon- 
verted :/ if venemous lufts:do live jin/thee, thou art Erngliſh-land, in 
a ſtate of nature and wrath; if they die daily in thee, 'thou art in 
Chriſt,and bclongelt to the land of Paradije. Yet I would not be un- 
derſtood as if 1 meant, that Godly men are- nevex overtaken with 
ſin. or-that cortuption.never gets the-better of them, For know, 
that the pureſt; on carth are boly but. in-part : they, are like waters 
men:rowing hard. againſt the firgamot' corruption, bur through a 
ſudden'and violent blaſt of temptation, they may be driven back- 
ward ; But obſerve, this js. vivlene againſt their fixed and delibe- 
rate re{olutions 3. theis obcgience to. the law.of fih 5 forced as to 
an Uſurpes; not free as to/a liege Lord. Hbab indeed-fold bimfx If to 
fin, 1 King. 21,290. but Paul was fald aader fm. "Rom, 7, 14; The tor- 
mer was 2 voluntier, and agent 5. the latter a preſt-man,a meer px- 


tient. Azgutine (erteth out the difference berweers fin in the rege+ Peccatum 


neratc and unregenerate,: by a comp.rilon of Terquin and neretiayf 


where ({peaking of her raviſhment Jthere were; faith hey twobo-,; ;1. 
dics, but one guilty.of adultery, and concludeth rþe! fir wa' commit. Aug. de 
ted, upon ber not by ber.Conſonanr,to which 1s that ot-the Apoltle, For civit. deis-- 


that which I do, 1 allow not 1 for witut 4 would, that. I do noty, but what 
I hate, thatI d» ; Nw if I do what I would not, it is no more 1tb:t do 
it, but fin tbat dwelleth in me, Rom.7-15;.to z1,- The converted per- 
ſag, like the, betrothed.Vargin,is forced 3 he crietht out, and tterre- 
fore in. Gods accquut.is junocent. Our canmitting fin will not; 
ſpeak us unſanctitied, hut our ſubmitcing.toit will. 

Secondly, there. is in, this new creature,” 4s a-dying to ſm; (0 
alſo « living, to Gad in all wayes of obedzence, Romans 6,11, 'As' ihe 
old man is put off, (0 the pew.manu put omg Bofides the expulſion” of 
fin, there is the infuſion. of bolineſt ©; Ami habit orpricciple of Grice 
is beſtowed on the Soul,, whereby it brearhertratter, cxerciſctht 
and dclighteth, it- ſelf,in-the ywiyes and worthip of 'God ; there is 
an .inward frame and diſpoatian: 4nfulcdl into the new Creature, 
diffcrent from, ,nay, contrary: 'to his: fatmer anclinations :- The 
fream of his heart avd, lite befogh ras kwbitily» ater: the fictfs -aridt 
the world ; The creature late abop Oe tbronc jn.higiawwrd fan; 
commanding all things at plealure 3:.carchs wagricheimans'hewveh 5 
the world lay in his heart, and all the. mangirffthiors- kyd ation? 
were ordered and dilpoſedfor the tad vanramentidt .char; irkegelt,” 
| ; & But:. * 
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But now the tide is turned, the. waters run in another channel ; 


the Lord is exalted in his affeQions, as bis chiefeſt good; and in his ; 


/ coverlation, as bis _y end;, the Law of God is wtittcn in the 

heart, and commented upon /in/the life ; the inward] man is of a: 
good conſtitution, and the outward man of a good complexion ; 
.Grace is a tendency ofthe ſaul God ward 3 his underftanding know-- 
eth God to be.the greateſt goody Fobn 17. His will chufeth him, 


his affeQtians love bim, his deſire 15 after himy his delight is in himy- - 


his feax is of him,his truttds on him, his care and endeayour is t0-94/h 
wortby of the Lyrdnnto wnto all well-pleafing, Fob. 147.3. -Pſal, x6. 5, 6, 
& 73. 25, 26, Iſa, 7.8. Pal, 37. 4. Gen.q2. 18. "hike the Sun-flower, 

he tolloweth the-motion of the Sun of righteouſneſs. 
Now:Reader, txy thy (clf5 : Art: thou alive to God ?. Doſt thou 
take him in Chriſt fot thy happuicls, and make him thine end # 
Is it thy buſineſs and. trade todo his will 3- thy callmg, and employ- 
ment to faniſh his work ?: bs thy heart deyoted co his fear, and thy 
lite to his honoar? how arc-thou afk@ed to his word and worſhip ? 
Doſt thqu perioxm dutics:out of love to God, with complacency 
in God? Is it thy meat 01d drink to obey' his precepts? How is thy 
ſoul xaviſhed with the ſweernedles of his promiſes ?'' Art thou joyfub 
iu the bowſe of prayer ? Ts the Sabbath by delight '? Is the Scripture: 
ſweeter to thee then the bam yi.durt boney-comtb ? 'At the Sacrament, 
can thou fit nuder Chrifts ſhadow with great delight, and find bis fruit 
Joeeh unto thy taſte? Doſt thoweſteers the yoke of thy Savicur'eeſie, 
his {ervice, liberty, bis ways, ways of pleafantneſs, '\and-ill bis patbs 
peace ? Cankt thou lay, Ove dayin Gdds Comrt ris better then 4 thiuſand 
elſewhere ? Halt thou found that *ti# good for thee #0 draw High +6 Godt. 
It thou wert put to thy choice hadit' thou rather ſolace thy foul 
with-ſenſual recreations, or jn communion with the Father and Je- 
ſus.Chriſt his Son? Examine thine heart 3 for if thou haſt the di- 
vine nature, divineand ſpiritual things willbe natural, and {o plea» 
{ant to, thee : A man whoſe mature is eovetous,- how excecdingly 
doth he delight in viewing and feeting money ! as'the Roman' Em< 
peror would put off hiscloaths-and camble up and down in hoops of 
lilver : If a mans nature be proud;how cxcerdingly pleaſed is he in 
the cap and the knee; in being flattercd' and reſpeRed:;''It ismeat 
and drink torhim:r{ aswe ford tobe reverenced in niens carriage, 
and. honouredin their language 3 menlbve thoſt' things alife, be= 
_ Caule they ſuit with their natures: So when a man hath a new na- 
<4rc, & ſpizitual holy nature; things wheh are fpiritual and _ 
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will be acceptable to him, . becauſe they are ſuitable to his nature; 
the word will be welcom, prayer will be pleaſant, ordinances will 
be as ſavory as food to the hungry}, the man will love the babitation 
of Gods boxeſe, and the plate where Gods bonour drvellcth , though his 
fleſh be weak, his fpirit ts always 'witlng.. He may be weary at a 
duty (that che wheels of his ſout ſhbuld to be clogged with the dirt 
of infidelity, and make him drive fo heavily) but he isnever weary 
of duties though corruption and Satan now dog him at, and di- 
ſturb him in his peformances'; yet *tis the comfort of his ſoul, that 
he- now drags them in chains 'after the triumphant chariot of 
Grace 3 'and he rejoygeth to think how he ſhall leave the. body-of 
death behind him, at the entrance of his ſoul into the Capitol of 
Glory : His heart leaps now, when his feet do but creep in the way 
of obedience: when he goerh tothe houſe of God, it is with the voice 
of joy,” watt o-#be har of God, yea, bis God and exteeding joy, 

Whatſoever a man doth from an ingrafted propenlity, he doth 
it aot only in fincerity, but alfo wirh alacrity : He delights 1 it, 
as the fiſhin the water, as the mole in the earth, it is his proper cle- 
ment z God, and the things of God are his element 3; he would 
fill be, and- live in this-clement : He delights to know God; to 
worſhip him, to believe in him, to' meditate on him, to ſanditie 
his day, to glorifre his name, to obſerve his Laws, to view his Chil- 
dren; he is never {o well as when he i walking with God: if there 
were no heaven to prefer the obedient, and no hell to puniſh the 
diſobedicut, yes be would fear the Lord, and delight greatly in bis com« 
mandments. 

But on the other fide, ſpeak,' Friend, Art thou liftleſs and dead 
to ſpiritual things ? are they trkſom and tedious co thee ? Probably- 
the commangments of God are bonds and cords; the Sabbath thy- 
toilſor day, not a day of reſt and refreſhment, the SanQuary is thy 
priſon, the ſervice of God is ſt at by thee, and wearifom to thee ;, + 
thou art glad that the duty is done, rhe day is over, thy-conſciente 
quieted, like a Tenant who's glad his rent is paid to his Landlord, 
but took no pleafure in partmg with his money : thou rejoycelt at 
the end, not at the beginning of thy duty z thou counteſt Awes 
the beſt word in a prayer, not becauſe it's the fruic of thy faith, but 
becatſe it'pats a period to thy petitions; the Bleſſizg is the belt part 
of Divitie worſhip; tho eftecrheſt'h& part to be LeBreit becauſe: 
that is laſt, and nothing « nes afterit, Fat PARITY | 
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Religion, is but ( poflibly ) thy .-by-buline(s, and a Lacquey to 
thy lults, a paſs and a convoy which: thou haſt need of in thy tra- 
velling through the world, It may. be thou goeſt to duty as a 
Bear to the ſtake 3 it gocth againtt.the hair with thee-to walk in 
the way ot holineſs, though neceflity compel thee (ſometimes,or ) 
once or twice. a day to take a turn in the parth.of piety: conſcience 
will roar unlcſs it may hnd reſt in ſome outward performance. 

Or thou mayſt now and. then perceive good company walking 
in the narrow way which leadeth to life 3 and fo, as Travellers, care 
not if chey go a mile or two. out of their way for company, eſpeci- 
ally if the way be fair,and the company plealing, 3. ſo thou mayli go 
out of thy own way. ſometimes, and walk @ little with the Saints 
for company. | 

Reader, be faithful to thy ſoul : A real fire differeth from a paint- 
ed one by its heat 3: and {o doth the real trom the painted Chriſtian 
by his beat, life, and delight in the ſervice of God. If thou art 
alive tu God, thou art given upto all the laws of God, thou exer- 
ciſejt thy ſelf therein to keep a conſcience void of offence towards God and 
men. It thou art a Chriltizn indeed, the Image of God is impriatcd 
on thee, now this image conliſteth in knowledg, righteouſneſs, 
3 and truc holineſs; Righteouſneſs conformsthy heart to the whole 
{ccond table of the. moral iaw.z Holineſs conforms it to the whole 
firſt. table 3 and Knowledg compleats this conformity to both, The 
regencrate man is not maimed,no part of the new man is wanting ; 
3 He cuts not off the garments ot holine(s in the midi. . Agrippa may 
; be balf a Chriſtian, Herod may do many things ; but Zacharias and Eli» 

zabeth walkin all the ſtatutes and ordinances of tbe Lord, blameleſs : And 
David will tulhl all the will of God : Luk 1.6, AG. 13, Pexte&t ho- 
lincſs is the reward of the Saints in heaven, but *cis the deſire 
and endeavour of the Saints on earthy O that my ways were di- 
. refted 10 keep thy commandments | As arcfolved Traveller that is upon 
a journey of neceſſity, whether the way and weather be fair or toul, 
he gocth on, by boxowr and diſhonour, by evil report aud good report, un- 
til be appear before God in Sion. He lifteth at the latch when he can- 
not open the door y be bath reſpett to all Gods commandments. He obey- 
eth every Law of both Tablesjn his will, thongh he break the Law 
of both Tables in his works. As the hearts and wills of the 4the- 
wians were with Syta without the walls, when they were (belieged 
by him, and ) kept, in their bodies, within by foxce ;..So the' Saints 
are with the whole Law in their hearts and intentions, even 5m 
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when they are forced to fail,in regard of their hands and execution, - 
L Rom. 7. 13, 14. Pol: three adverbs ſpeak a ſubſtantial Chriſtian, 
Tis. 2, IJ, 1 
= Some are firſt Table-men, zeaJous for Religion and duties to- 
) wards God, butgold and careleſs in point of righteouſneſs and 
« juſtice in their dealings with men, Others are ſecond Table-men, 
very juſt and rightcous towards men, yet mind not Religion to- 
Z wards God ;. but the true Chriſtian is compleat in all the will of God, 
, Phil.4-12; Integrality is the true note of integrity, The Philoſo- 
) 


pher {aith, That deccit liethin univerſals ; the Divine ſaith, That Delwe 14+ 
ſincerity lyeth-in univerſals. Fe traft, faith Pawl, that we bave a good'® _ 
conſcience, becauſe we deſire in all things to live boneſtly, Heb. 13.18, A— 
An Hypocrite is like ſome books of little worth, becauſe they 
arc imperfe&, ſomething is wanting 3 thoſe commands which will 
ſuit with his cnds,ſhall be taken in his way,as Zebx did the precepts 
which enjoyned the rooting out of Ababs tamily ; but thoſe which 
croſs his deligns muſt be catt by as that precept to Feb of rooting 
out the Idolatry vfDan and Bethil. Thus this unconverted perſon 
indents with God, as ſome ſervants with their Maſters; This work 
he will do,and this work he will not do; and thus while he breaks 
one command reſolutely, he breaks all reductively, The com+« 
mands of the Law are all copulative, they hang together like a 
carcanet of Jewels; break one cff, and all fall with it- Or as one 
article of a Leaſe being broken, the whole Leaſe is forfeited. He 
that breaks one with reſolution and confidence, obeyeth none out 
of coglcience, He that diſobeycth God wilfully in one command, 
(ball Lid ghar he ifabeyeth God, wholly in all. He that keepctb the 
whole L4w,aud of one point, x guilty of al, Jam. 2, 
Reader, HK thou houldſt fit at Table,and ſee a man pidling at his 
meat, "picking and chabag, this Smog that he diſliked, thoy 
wouldG-conclude, .Surely fome-jll humours are predominant. in 
FF. Ms ner So when thou art pidling at the Table 
"This Wos 9, picking wnflchpbng amen the commands of God, 
this thou hikeG, it 1$calic3 that thou diſhikeft,it will colt thee ſome 
pains, Of tend to thy diſcredit : May>t thou not gather, that cor- 
RR We much preyailing in thee, and thy foul is unſound ? 
Be known unto thee7rhat thou art a Traytor againſi the King of 
hepaeypil they clippeſt or refuſeſt any piece which hath his imprel< 
on and (uperſcription,  * | 
_ © Secondly, Examine thy. ſelf by the EffeQts of Regenexation. I 
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Firſt, The new born child deſizeth and ſavoureth: the -riexhg bf 
grace. The unconverted mn being Acad (piriraally, hath no appe- 
titre ts, nor caſte of ſpiritual food ; bar rhe wh prnimidphi rin both ; 
At new bore babes difire the ſincere milk; of the World, "1 P<t,-2.12, The 
bebe of Grate as ſoon as born, toth cry forthe breaſt ; He cah ns 
rbre liveia his foul withour duties, thenifr his b>&y without tice, 
The infant-heirpreferrech his milk 'before hislargeſt Minors :''& 
famine of the-Word pincheth atid paineth himtmorethanadfimine 
of bread and water ; Davidr baniſhinent from the Temple was his 
ſoreſt trouble, anda far greater affhCtion to him thantus forced ab- 
ſence from his deareſt relativns. 

O-the hunger bf this gracious ſoul after Seriptuze '- Fopaned my 


Dr Harris, and yanted, forl longed fir thy commandments, Plz), It9; 131. 


The big-bellicd mother doth not long tore than this new born 
child: The poor priſoner doth not beg more heartily for bread, 
than he for ſpiritual food, Pſal. 42.1, % and 63,15 2. A Divine 
obſerveth'exccllently on that fore-quoted plate, 1 Per. 22; a rhree. 
fold diffexence between. the bad 'and*good* imiftheir fires of the 
Woird. | X #8 ; > #7 
7. The regenerate dcfires the Wotd' xs the babe'ththr milk : hw 
is that ? he dcfices it as his. livelihood whin he is'mewborn, *though 
afterivard he is more p!ayful, and/cvery noiſe niay calfhim bif from 
che brealt 3 bat when.new'b53ro, nothin CE Ride ; 
foan Hypoctite tway dchire thi ward when thete is nothing r6 call 
him : but when the world and the'w rd "Tomein" mperitibn, 
he will follow his eatthly, whitfgver become vt tis” heavenly bu- 
wk but a new. boro.child, prefers it before thouſands of gott or: 
er. Þ» __ | PET : | Tr | 
© 2, The new bor childdefitev the brit irs picontty "The fn 
eere plilk f the wbrd; without mixtiufc) as the HT Utfires theio- 
ehers mii or hat: whtreds ant dtliresthe' yord'in its. 
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rdSf the word, drawnout of its gandy.ſtabbard, pictceth. 
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wan,that he my grow 1n faith, luvc,and ſarRifying graces. B fades, 
hunger being his lawce, makes the word {weet to him. #+ eft.enmurh 
the ward of Gods mouth more thin bs appointed food, | b 23 12, Mark, 
nat ther varieties; or ſuperfiuous tarc, but then daily and n«cetlary 
food 5: the former might bc fparcd, but this tor the pickervation of 
bets neceflarily roquiecee 3 but Gods word was before this, Spiritu- 
al daintics are molt delightiul co them that have ſpecial grace, Aud 
truly *is ng wonder that the Cnild doth fo excecdingy long tory 
and love that-which is (a$ it were} his tather ;, I will never ſorger rby 
prevepts,. for by them” thou bt quickned me, Pial,t 19. 93. So mc men 
ſay the y- hall never forget luck a tricnd the longelt day that th- 
haveto live :* Whar's the reaion? they will tell us they were nigh 
death cither by tirey or water, or lame dilcaſe, and under God ſuch 
men (aved their lives; fo {ath David, Pic never torget Gods Law 


nigh death, nixedoor tocternal damaxtion z there was but a thin 
paper- wall of lite between me and everlaſting wo, and uad<r God 
the word helped me, it (aved my foul ; I will zver fFeer toy pre- 
e:pts, for with them thou bajt quickened me, It Alexander coula C y, 
That he wasmore bound to his Tutor Ariftetle, than to his & ather 
Phils 3 becauſe he bad only bis bing trom' the latter, when he hid 
his w«-bcing trow the: former, and theretorc he prized him (© 
much ; How much therefore doth the true Chrifiian valuc that 
word which is inftramental to his being in Chritt here, and his © ver- 
laſting well-being with Chriſt hereafter ? 
= $04tor prayer, the' regenerate perſon cannot live without it, 
and (llowibip with God mit: He is like a full veſſel ( his heart 
tilled wants reg againft fin, with longing after Chritt and 
his likerieſs } # you will not give it veot, "twill burſt. Prayer is 
his breathing Godwardz without breathing the body could not 
tive, [it would be enflamed and barnt up with the heat cf its own 
entrails ; no more could the foul, unlcls the Saint ſhou!d breathe of- 
ten towards Heaven, crying, Abba Father. Spiritual breath was 
the firſt ſign ot Pexls ſpiritual birth, Bebold be prayetb, AR, g. 11. 
So'1 might ſpcak of other Ordinances oft God, for there is a 
conſtant trade driven between the Convert and Heaven, which. 
is carricd on by ſeveral commoditics; and if this commerce were 
broken off, he could not ſubliſt : be tindeth the means of grace as 
<edt! acc and foul together, as meat to keep Ii and 
heart, though fired wich this puritual lake, a5 like 
Os $646 
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Om of. Ordinances, SENT SLY 

Reader, how duſt thou find thine appetite unto-the bread'cand 
watcrot lite? dott thou hunger after the Word, Prayer, -Saory: 
ments, Communion of .S4ints, and the Lords.day-? canfi thou fed 
on them with delight doſt1hou rife from Tate with an appetite, 
longing to fit down again? Cant thou lay as the Pſalmilk, 1 warch, 
wo am. 4s. the Sparrow upon the Houſe tp f Pſal. 102, 7. Obſerve, 
the Spatrow upon-the topof an houle looketh on:this tide and that 
fide of the houle, it logketh this way and thatwway, and round:a+ 
bout if he can ſpy any cor and favd 3 and when iran fee: any, it 
flycth to-that place, and pecks it up 3 ſo, doſf thow watch tor, and 
telort to the Ordinances of God, which are the food of thy ſoul? 
what ſayſt thou? It may be. thouart for high. Language, Oratorical 
Expreflions ſuch Sermons only arc plealing tothee y the diſh mutt 
be {et out with many gowers, on whichthou lookseſt more than-at 
the mear, Belicycit, as there is no greater ſign of a.toul ſtomach 
then to loathe ſolid mcat, and to pick Gillats, or feed oa aſhes 3 fo 
there is hardlicr a greater lign of an unſanciticd-heart, than to 
loathe the (olid food of the word, aud to-pick the flowers of mans 

wildon! ina Scrmon, or to feed on the world, Ine 

Ox poſſibly chou art one of the new-fangled- Opinionifs of our 
unhappy timcs,that areabove Ordinances. LI mult tell thee, That 
to live above Ocdinances, is tolive below 4 Saint. He that doth 
not reckon the means of grace his greateſtpriviledg on this fide the 
place of Glory, may well queſtion whether ever he enjoyed God 
n them; methigks the beggar ſhould know that door-again at 
which he had-a large alms, a full bait, 7m. 1, 18, 19.1. Pet, 2, 
2, 3, 4. A child indeed may forbear his meat cithefin a fit of (al- 
lenac1s, os under ſome diſcaſez but if he be a child, his dogged fit 
will bc over, he will get the maſtery of his diſtemper, and fallco 

his food again, | 
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_ -,, Containing more Marks of. a Regenerate perſon. 
OL a {O11 , | \ tin own +. ©, 4 
Econdly, Thenew- born creatute groweth in Grace 3 the pikare 
g of #child growethnot, buta living child doth :. After genera- 
tion followeth- augmentation 3 the lame» word which breeds the 
new Thang feedsthim,  and'cnablts: him to: grow fbereby, r-Pct: 2.12. 
ASthe fanve'blovd, | of which the babe is bred in che wombyrikes. 
up tot) thi mothers breaks, and by-a further conco@ion becometh: 
milk, and (0 nouriſheth it ;- The good ſeed of the word falling in- 
tothe (oifot an honett heart, makes-it abandant in the work of the 
Lord : Common Grate, (ometimes like Foſhna?; Sur, ftanderh till 3; 
but uſu illy | ike'/rhic Dial of  Abuz, it; goeth ten dvgrees backward ;; 
wheri ſputial yree, like the murning-light, ſbizet brigbtcr add brigh< 
ter 10 pirfell day, Prev 4.18. Firlt the blade, next the car; then! 
the tuil corn : elf, 4hey who are begotten of God, bicome lite 
tle children, oe xt young men, then old-mcn and fatbers, 1.Joh. 2, r, 
12, 13, 14 + | 
-' The udtourid Chriſiian,/ is like the. Mana:for the Yriclites daily 
ule; which did corrupt and putritie's) or like x pond of water which: 
aickly dricth up 3 when true Chrittianity,avthe Alanna in the ark, 
doth keep ſweet, and as the waters of tbe Sundlaary,is up firlt to the 
Ankles, ther to the Knees, then to the Loyns, and atlalt-became s 
River (© deep that gonic'could paſtoverir, Exch, 47:3, 4,.5+ + + 
If Gratc' be "trite, the#e is @ inatural tendency is it co growth, 
as there $ in-ſeed<alt- juto the earth ; [There is virtually ina lirtle 
plant, the bigneſs and height of a-great tree,, towards which it is 
putting forthit ſelf with more and:mgre ſtrength every diy. So 
there isinchat-ſeed-of (grace phantedd inthe foul at convertion, vir- 
tually that perſeion-04 ' grace whicty Chriſt hath. appowted that 
man'unto;” towards whiclits putting it ſelf forch every day, He 
that bath clean bands, groweth ftronzer and/jironger, Job 17.95 They go 
from ftirenstb to (trengt hill tbey appear before God in Sion, Plal.84, This 
River of Jiving waters rupneth along: ( not withttanding many tur= 
tings andowindings )o Cilkit <mpt pit (elf ;ata the Ocean, and grace 
comments Flory, 7 oe tn 'n | 
+ Lhe Grain if Moeford. fred yrowceth into a rods 
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flax is blown into a flamac ; The leafi ſpark of true holineſs cannot 

be put out by all the blaſt of men and Devils z but will, like the 

coal-fire, wax the hotter iox'the waters of oppolition, and never 

leave aſpiring till it bc joyned, and b.cume a pure and perfect 
Hol.medis, ame. SILISLL.S >. & {1 IST Ti PURTEETN , 

and vews He was never good man that mends not, ( (aith that holy Biſhop ) 

 Þ. 7-medis. for if be were good,” be muſt needs d:fwe to be better: 3 (Grow 19 ſo ſrveet, 

44+ that whorver taftes of it, mnji needs long afiey more and if be defire if, 

be will. endeavonr it , and-if . be .do but endeovenr, . God will erown 

with ſucceſs, Gods Family admint th of no | dwarfi,, which are unthri- 


body, :or my eflatt,T wiltcotr labong 1d find ſumenbat added to tbe ftature 
of my ſoul. W474 114 

<L chi!dren of God #rc therefore compared. $0 Trees, which 
are. thriving ind prcficatilcy as to-the fruidful nite, the fat, Ohve, 
the ſcaſonable Spine planted by the Rivets of 'Warers;z for he abt- 
deth iu-Chriſt, avd: wh>iocyer tabiderb ie bigs, bringetb forth fr nes, 
Joh. 15:4. The branch which-ſcemeth to belong to the vine ( by 
hanging on it ) yet is dead, will wither and periſh; but that which 
is alive m the vine, will partake of its ſap, aud thereby thiive aud 
flouriſh. 

Indced all Chrifts Schofars are not of the ſame form, All graci- 
ous men are not of the ſame growth: as in the natural body, ſome 
parts have more beauty and:firength than others; foin the mytti-: 
cal body of Chritt, oc menibey may be more (eminent in ſpiritegl 
firength than another :..God doth not give Grice as he dith Maura, 
by the Hummer; ore ftar d Fereth fromilanother in glory 3, but: chouga all 
the Children of God arc pot bt theſame rc ngth and Notwre, yer 
they arc a't thriving children ; and .as tome write ot she Crocodile, 
they grow while they live ; As all pieces ot land 2re-not alike fruit» 
ful, ſme bring forth chirty, ſome ficry, ſome ab hungred-fold; 
but all rhe good grounds are frudetiul,. and return the-fetd with ad 
vantage, every une bringettviorth lome fruit. _ 

It is conteſt alfoy: that a true Chriftiantorh not grow at-all times 

ſ alikc 3 A violent wind may force thok waves for ſome time back- 
ward, whoſe natural motion isforward: NaturesrerraGtion of it (elf 

from a vifible fear, upon a tenſibic dangee, may woke the pulc of x 
Chriſtian ( that bracs truly arid irongly in tbetnvim point, thoſtate 

of the ſoul ) to intermit and faulter at ſuch a time, 'Fever wanſar 

from chuiving when be demyed his Stafters Guſt, 'with.bats __ 


ving, and fiend at 3 ftay , but men. of mentnres's Whatemrbacome of my. 
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and. they with-qurſes 20d oaths : Ando was Deund fra gromin 
when popes comic adalleery,ja per FHWA murd 
by. «.pzaxic But mark, a5 childran,yndera. it of dickoeols, grow not 
at preſcut,but after their recovery up the moe for it. and as 
Trecs and at a ſtay in wintes, but in ſpring (hoot torgh to purpole ; 


ſothe child of God ;though be may have:;his declepligas, yet;after- 
watſds|he recovers himfcit, his dillgmpex bing. xemoved, | 
falls to,bis fopd,and gets (irength apacczoay,the greater his fall was, 
the greater, his xile 3 the lower the chb,and gdecrealeithe higher the 
tide and encreaſe 3. as we ſee in Peter, who though he denied Chil 
out of cowardife, came afterwargs to own him with courage, and 
that to the loſs,not-only of his liberty, but his-vcry.like :. And David, 
who. could onge imbruc his hands jn_ another mans. blood, would 
not afterwards driok of, that water,: the f5tqhing of which hag but 
endangered .blogd...  -. * 111,322, (L006; oo 
Reader,' How, doeſt:thou find, rhine, heart to thrive..in boline(s.? 
doclt thou. like a dead ſtake in an hedg, grow, but it 15 every. day. 
moze \rotten f or.doti-thoulike a.liviag tree grow bigger ayd bet- 
ter, extending m the branches, uncrealingan fruit trom the (ap 
which thou.derixeſt;trom Chrilt chy,root,?.! art. thou like thoſe:Se- 
dugers which Pa»li{peaksoh, thas gram-werſe aud. morſe 3- like 2 cax- 
kaſs, more unſavoury every.hour.than other ? or, doli thou like the 
Moon, . always increaſe inthe, Jight of purity: $ill thou come to the 
Full of; Glory ? Ary thou cyer prefſing ſorwarg towards tþe price of the 
high calling of GydiuCbrift 7 Oa dad than flife backgard rgith, 4 perpramal 
hack ſi451g, f, Axt thou goe of them that boaſt they axe fill che lame, 
as looie,as dcboilt as ever, no changeling unleſs it be from one lewd 
c0a!pany.or, loofe,courle to another? like the Camelion, thou canſt: 
tura..intoagy. golgus, but white; antp any. thing but, what. .chou 
ſhauldB be ?, truly, chop art far frew the Kingdom of Heaven, 
1-1 Erixpd, loet,xoniciepes, ſpeak, (Was abs, theme with ghee, when 
thou couldft not ſuffer halt a day to pals without duties, pqza duty, 
it hout communion with, God imit? thou did copitzncly cicher. 
mect God, SF Qian: :.thou could{tnot hear an 
-Qath,. 'butthou.wah & Gods diſhonor 3 nor {ecok an idjc 
word, but thou waſi fearful of Divine diſpleaſure ?- God agd thy 
the; two incupate frignds did.walk together: And 5 is now 
yy they 'Prayer bY: 44=ls' .an4 never he 
theis or ik thou mind ,any performapce, axt 
| noGad affords his pre 7 cunt thou 
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_ others laſh! out with their lips, andgive thy ſclflibetty bw yain 
and frochy Jangazgeyet e;yet no 'ol ab heſtthings movethee ? O Friend, 
copfider w on pre thr,” and do'rby firſt works * for 
furely 'tis fad fofet t e Hye! Fig MOreer arid ſhorter, to fce a bo« 
dy wiſting away cvery day tore arid #>re'of a conſumption; And 
tow ſad'is itto ſee a foul detlining in regard of ſpiritual firength.! 
If thou fall forward, thou mayſt help thy ſelf; but if thou fall back- 
witd, as OlWEii did: 'thou'mayſt1 ARG thy (elf; thy fall may prove 
thy downtal: Remember, that a veRt1 bf true gold will wear brigh- 
ter and brighter to the laſt when's evp- which is'only guilt will 
grow paler atid: paler, till all the'guilt be off :* Take heed thou be 
not like att Apple; fatr on the outfide, and' rotten at coar 3 tor then 
thou wilt corrupt farther and" farther, 'till thy outſide be like chine 
inſide; and God diſcover thee crobeunformd all over; 

Thirdly, the new-born creature endeavourcth'to make others 
gracious. All living creatures' hivea'tcndency arid inclination to 
beget others, and propagate their own Kind. Adam when polluted, 
begers'aſon afcer his Image 3 'traly, fo doththe Chriſtian ( in his 
d« ſires 5nd endeavours) 'a5 ſo0w$5 he is putified.' No fanGtifi.d foul 
did ever make a Mombphly of his Saviour y' He the wall, he recciveth 
warmth fromthe" Sx" of Righterkfhiſry ah#7ef Qeth it'bir them 
that atencar hmm, 

An Hypocrite, which hath no true gxace himſelf, careth not 
how little others have { Heiglike # dead coal, whatever be nigh 
him, is! nevet'warmel or -gurckned® hin'4 bur rhe ſincere foul 
Witheth! that ali were Mttogerber of by; and 454 live > cpa he kirid+ 
Jerh others. '' - yp bf 

44A} good'is diffuſive: of it Exedanrhi more of gdodo2ls" in any, 
the more bf diffuGivehel(s,” If' Peter bi converted, he will om 
bis bretbren , if David be rechiced, . Be wif each fonter forters Gods wa 
Nonie arc rhore Jeſirgus of children ry gig who Hayy 
<heit father. '''! ? "a {+b ks þ 

"The'rrue'Chriftian' = Hcl taftt> "tg: be Btacidts; wad 


found qodentertdlilape at His" Table,” chondt but commend His 
pg ping to was and: adviſe them toaccept of the ſame 
F4 ear.” 13s $1+ at : b v 4 F 

' As the ſun refre po hiSwabitd F | chic t 
that are near it {7 fo forked ig bent dg | 
prayers for then, occational coutels and%cbntt 
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dur elpec;ally thofe that arc of Hiv'owrrfainily, 
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his moſt cheriſbing beams, and agg ry AT > O how dili- 
gent is he, that the King of Saints may have his throne in every 
heart within his houſe! Like the Bee, he goeth to the flower of 
this Duty, and to the flower of that Ordinance, ſucking ſome ho- 
ney, ſome ſoul-ſweetneſs, and then carrieth all home to his Hive, 
to his Family : He will ttudy and ſtrive that his Cottage may be- 
come 2 Church, his Houſe Gods lefler Heaven : *Tis a mercy to be 
his Wife, he will labour that Chriſt may be her Husband : *Tis an 
happineſs to be his Childrep, he will endeavour that God may be 
their Father : *Tisa priviledy to be his Servant, he will do his ut- 
moſt that ſuch may be Heirs of Salvation. His Houſe is an health- 
fal air for the fouls of others to breathe in, 

Grace, like fire, cannot be hid 3 you may as ſoon conceal musk in 
your hand,. as grace in your, heart. The turning of a finner from 
evil to-good, is like the turning of a bell from one fide to another, 
which reporteth its own motion, The Convert is rclolved, (as 
Eljab ) to ſhew bimſelf, and in this among the reli, in bringing 
more cuſtomers to that ſhop, where he had ſuch cheap and kind 
uiage. 

The Devil was no ſooner fallen, but he laboured to draw man 
to the ſame wickedneſs and wretchedneſs with himſelf; the dead 
in {in are no ſooner raiſed to ſpiritural life, but they endeavour to 
draw others to the ſame holineſs and happineſs with themſelves ; 
Theſe things I write unto you, that ye may bave fellowſhip with w \, and 
truly our fellowſhip (which is the ouly good fellowſhip) # with the 
Father and Feſus Chriſt bis Son, 1 Joh. 1.3, 

The child of God eateth not his morſel alone, but loveth com- 
pany 3 he is very covetous to make Profelites unto Chritt, We have 
a ſaying, That be was unwortby to be born, by whom another is not born: 
SurcI am, he may queſtion whether he were ever born again, that 
doth Mt labour that others may be {ſo alſo. ; 

Reader, Try thy (elf by this touchſtone ; art thou an Heavenly 
Merchant to ingrols ſpiritual commodities to thy ſelf? or art thou 
deſirous that others ſhauld ſhare with thee? Is the voice of thy 
heart like Cains? Am. T my brothers kgeper * or like Moſes, Would 
God that allthe Lords people were Prophets, and that the Lord would put 
bis pen upon them ? Canſt thou ſtand by, and ſee others loſe their 
God, and Chriſt, ' and ſouls for ever, and not be at all troubled, (© 
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thy iakes.are ſaved ? or doſt thou, with Darius, labour hard to keep "TOP IG 


poor creatures from the roaring Lion? and with Abraham pray 
: heartily 
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Credo, Do- 


fide, e1ſ 


la nguida 


fide, Oe- 


mine, vera 


heartily that poor Sodomites may be preſerved trom fire and brim- 
ſtone ? IFit all one to thee whether thy Neighbours and relations 
ſiak or (wim, b: ſinners or Saitits, be ſaved or damned? truly then 
it'sa ſign thou art not born' of God 3 for wert thou his (on, thou 
wouldft endeavour by thy prayers, pattern and precepts, to raiſc 
up (ſeed to thine elder brother Jeſus Chriſt. 

Reader, Its far from my thoughts to diſown or diſcourage the 
leaft degree of grace. I know that the Embryo in the womb is 
reckoned towards a child ; the break of day a part of the day : A 
palſic-ſhakivg hand is a true hand,” and may*Teceive a Jewel as 


colawpad ſ\rely, though not ſo ſteadily as another hand-: "A weak hand of 


Faith is a true Faith, and may receive the'pearl of price as certain- 
ly, though not (o chearfully, as a ſtrong Faith, It thy deſires after 
theſe particulars he ſincere and accompanied with ſuitable endea- 
vours, it will ſpcak much for thee; 1 am not bringing thy graces 
ro the ballance co weigh them, that I may knowtheir quantity and 
degrees,and how rich thou art ;but to the touchſtone, ro try them 
chat thou mighteſt know their quality and truth, whether thou art 
poor in {pirituals, or poor in ſpirit z whether thou. art worth any 
thing or nothing, for thine chdleſs eſtate inthe other world. 

To ſum up this Uſe, I would requeſt thee ro be ſo great a friend to 
thy preciousſoul,as to be impartial and faithful in its ſearch and trial. 
Look much at the conftant bent and inclination of thy heart : One 
at will not ſpeak an habit;znor a few good or bad motions, an holy. 
or evil heart. - Thou mayſt have fome cagitations of heaven , 
when thy converſation is not'in heaven. The air is light, yet not a 
lightſom body,becauſc it's lighted by-the preſence of another;zwhen 
that is removed,its darkas in the night : So if thy light of holineſs 
in any.of the forementioned particulars,be only like a flaſh of light- 
ning, for a fit, it is a ſign the root of the matter i not in thee. On the 
other (ide, thou may ti be in.the right way to heaven, hou thou 
art ometinics ſtopt and hindered in thy journey. A-ſtream or vent 
of a River may be togodownward; yet the River may be dammed 
up for a while, but *rwill riſe higher andhigher, and at length bear 
down and overcome that which hindereth it-: (o if the tendency 
of thine inward man, its ordinary frame and temper, be but tow- 
ards God and the DivineNature,be not diſcouraged, though there 
may be the mud of corruption to ſtop the fiream 3; for this living 
water of grace will be ſo beating upon it, that "twill over-power 
it, and ride triumphantly over it-. But be ſure that chou bring the 
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matter in debate to an iſflue ; by no-mcans deſiſt till thou bringeſt 
it to ſome reſult, If Satan can but perſwade thee cither to daub a- 
bout it (for his ſpeech: will be like that of Peter to Chrilt, Maſter, 
pity thy ſelf) or to leave the queſtion (till in doubt,he knoweth that 
he (hall-ſpoil the working ot all this Phytick, be ic nevcr (o good. 
L know that thine beart will be as hard tobe kept to it, as an Eel in 
thine hands; therefore ſerve thine heart, as the Judg (erveth the 
Jurors at an Aflize, Firſt, they areſworn to be truce and faithful in 
deciding and determining the difference between party and party: 
next, they hear the evidence and proots on/both tides: After that 
they axe {hut up together, and have neither fire, nor candle, nor 
bread, nordrink allowed then, till they are agreed on their, Ver- 
di, which when they have done,they bring it into the Court, and 
there *cis. entredand recorded. Ga tbos and do likewiſe : when thou 
art got inco thy thamber, firſt make thine heart to engage and pro- 
miſe before.the Fwdg of the whole earth, that it will, through the 
firength of Chriſt be true and faithful in determining this weighty 

controverfic between, Gad and thy. ſoul, WFhetber the land of pro- 

miſe belong to thee or nat; next bet confeience be called ( which 1s as 
ten thoutand witneſſes Jand fpeak what'it knoweth, of thy right 

and tiele to that'eltate:according tothe known Laws of the Lord ; 

and if thou loveſt the life of thy ſoul; idonot wink upon that wit- 
nels, or fee him underhand tomake him mince the matter, and be 
partial in his teſtimony. Feokfb pizy bere, is ſoul-dammning cruelty; but 
tell him he is upon his Oath;and ta:che preſence of the infinite God, 
and charge him to fpcak the txuch, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, . Qdo bat give conlcience leave to be faithtul at this 
timc, and *twill be thy friend to-cternity :'\ 'When the evidence is 
thus examined, let nothing hinder a Verdict 3, call upon thy heart 
again and again, whether it be refolved for thee or againlt thee til 

this be-done, give thy &It no refit; if' one day will not ſerve, take 
twoz never give over till itodme to an ifſfue one way or other, Of 
whatinfinite conceramentis this to thee, | When all that thou art 

wosth for the other world depeadeth on it ! When thouart agreed 

of a Verdi, let it be entred and ingrofſed in the Court of Con- 
ſcience; namcly, thit fach a day: thy title to the inberitence of the 
Sams in light mas +vied before1be Jridg' of quick and dead ; and upon « 
Wt hearing 'of Evidence oa both fides; ſuch or ſuch # Verdict was 
: m. If eby heart frdifor thee, how may this fill thee with 
Joy» bat thy name is written in the beok of tifes it may keep thee 
FT. dds. 2Þ 1 ſieddy 
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lieddy in greateſt ſtorms, that thou art an undoubted heir to the 
eternal weight of glory, When the waters of afttiion overtake thee, 
and the D-vil throws. his ſtones into them to trouble them, and 
make them muddy (that thou mayſt doubr and diſtruſt thine eter- 
nal telicity ) how quickly may the remembrance ot ſack a verdict 
upon full cyidence ſettle them again! and how clearly maytt thou 
ſee thy lincerity like a true Diamond ſparkling glorioutly: at-the 
bottom of thole waters. thou mighteſt gather,Once in 1Chriſt, and 
ever ins Chriſt ,: and I was once 1n him; (therefore I can never be out 
ot him. O tricad, thy -privilcdges are high and unſpeakable; and. 
therctore thy praGtices (hould be holy.and anſ{werable : But I can- 
not ſiay to {peak turther to thee here; my work groweth in my. 
hands already much bcyond my thoughts, yet I {hall ſpeak to thy. 
dignity and happineſs in the ſecond (ubjed- of confiberation, under 
the firtt Uſe of Exhortations. and' to: thy. duty arid 'holinets in the. 
{ſecond ulc of Exhortation if the:Book fwell not tog big. : 

But Reader, it thine heart ifind' againſt thee, that thou art not 
born again, what cault thouſaygor thy ſclf;, why ſentence of efcr- 
val death (hould'nat-be-awardad and execute upon: thee according 
to Law, yea.according to: ithe! Goſpel? Hat thiou:read the Reaſons 
of the;Do@trine, :abd'the-firſtilide of :Bnformation * and doſt rhou. 
not ſee the abſolutevndiſpeb(ſable inecellity of Regeneration in all 
that would be ſaved ? Hath notithe God of truth ( as it! were) con- 
hrmed it withanoath,: Verily, verily ſay #nto thee, that except a man 
be born again, he cannst ſet the Kingdam of i\God ? 'Canfi thou'think to 
make the author of this-Text 4:lyar, by getting to:heaven in an 
unregenerate condition?+ Dottthow believe that the thoughts of bis 
beart ſtand for ever, andthe counſels of bis\Majefty 'be eflablifhed to all ge+ 
nerations f Suppoſe thbu thouldR'die! this day'!+ ( Alas how:many 
diſcales attend thee ! the feet of. thole: that carried others to: eheir 
long homes, are ready to carry (thee atſs):Goed Lord: what wall be 
come of thee for; ever, ever, ever 1aureithburabic rod welbin cver+ 
laking.burviogs ? .cantf thou rnduid unquenchzbleclames?: For the 
ſake of thy, precious Adoul, haſten out. of this Svdom, this natural 
cltate, which willugddubtediybe-puniſhedwith tice and brimſione, 
Far'thine he'p herein khave writtea the nexoWr, which I carnefily 
þ<{cech thee, as thhuwouldlilgary this world: with:.comtort, and 
Jogk;ingo the, at her warſd; with colurage;: thathod give it vhe 16© 

ding (thou kyoweſt not what; anohour ney bring; forth ) i and the Lord 
give it his blefling, PR TE EUTEDS "$1-\ 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Containing au Exbor tation to endeavour after Regeneration. -, 


Hirdly, Thx Dodrine may be uſeful by way of Exbortation, and 
T that to two ſorts of perſons. 

1. To tbe unregenerate : If without Regeneration men and wo- 
men can never obtain Salvation, then it exhorteth thee, Keader,if 
in a ſtate of nature, tomiud and labour for this ſecoud birth,as ever thou 
wcnldjt eſcape the ſecond death, Dolt thou not perccive by the word, 
of the living God, That equep? thou art converted, thou canjt 3n no wiſe 
enter-into the Kingdom of Goa * Mat. 18,3. Alas! what then is like- 
to be thy caſe, ſhouldſi thou die in this condition ! Aſſure thy [clf,, 
that all thy Friends and Lands, Honours and Pleaſures 3 yea,all the 
help which this whole World can attord thee, cannot keep thee one. 
Quarter ot an hour out of Hell. 

This Law, this tianding Law of Heaven, That: except a man be- 
born again, be cannot . ſee the kingdom» of God, is like the Law of the 
Medes and Perſfrans, which cannit be alter:d. By their Law, That which 
wa written in.the Kings Name, and ſealed with the Kings Seal might no 
man reverſe, Elth. $48, Fricnd, 1s not this written, not only in the. 
Name, but with the very Hand.ot the King of Kings (I ſay.unto thee): 
and ſcaled with his own Scal, Verily, verily f aud dot thou think, 
poor worm, tO reverg it, to. turn the truth of the Eternal God in- 
toalic? Itcll thee.Cand I would ſpeak. it. with reverence to the. 
higheſt Majeſty), that God himſelf cannot do it. * Tis his perfecti- 
on, that it impoſſible for bim ta lie, Tit, 1. 2. His hand cannot but. 
' make good, what his mouth hath ſpoken, His will and word have 
joyved regeneration .and {alvation together,and his faithfulneſs and, 
trath will not ſuffer them to be partcd aſunder. Therctore think. 
of it timely, and turn to God truly ;. otherwiſe there is a neceſlity- 
of thy pcrilbing eycrlaſtingly... 

Thoudolt not know, as ftrong and Jpſty.as:thou art, hoaw-ſoon 
death may come behind thee, and throw .thee 3 and, O "will be 
thine ternal overthrow : though,as on Sodom,thy morning be Sun+ 
ſhiny 3 yet thou canſt not tell how ſoon it may overcall 3 . nay, it 
may-be followed, with flakes ,of tire betore night. Sure I am, that 
God hath, given thee no:leale of thy life, and that others have dzed 
of the lame age andi;kglneſ(s to live 3 and why. thou ſhouldlt pr 0+ 
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F1latarch 
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Themift, 


mile thy leclt a priviledg beyond others, that thou ſhalt live longer, 


- I know no reaſon, unlets this, That the Devil and thine own heart 
- have conſpired together to murther thy ſoul, by getting thee to fu- 


ture,and put off thy converſion till thou comeft to hell-fire, -and 
thcn thy ruine will be paſt remedy. Suppoſe the ſame voice ſhould 
come to thee which did to H:zekiab'; Set thine bowſe in order,for thou 
ſhalt die, and not live : ( meanivg ſpecdily) What wouldft thou do ? 
thy houſe is not in order 3 thy foul, mar, is all out of order, and 
therefore Jeath would come to thee, as Abjjab to Feroboams wife, ' 
with beavy tidings, with fuch news as Samwel'brought to Ek, which' 
-will make thy cars to tihgle, and thine heart to tremble. 4b, how. 
. will be dv 10 die,tbat never knew how to live! The black Uſher of death 
will go before, and the flaming fire of Hell will follow after. Didſt 
thou but believe the Word of Ged as much as the Devils do, thou' 
could(t never depart this life in thy wits, who hatt nor led thy life 
according to Gods will. 
One would think, the noife of this Murthering-piece, of this 
great Cannon, Death, ( though it ſhould not be very near thee ) 
might awaken and affrighten thee : when that detige of wrath 
cometh, that the fountain of fury from below' is broken up, and- 
the flakes of fire from abc.ve are rained down, thou haſt no Ark, no 
Promiſe, no Chriſt to ſhelter thy ſclt in: For mY is the 
plank caſt out by God himfeH, to ſave the finking finner, by bring- 
ing him to the Lord Jeſus, and thou wanteft it. Doſt thou not ſee 
that thy Sentence of death (if chou continueft fo )is already paſſed 
in the High-Court'of Heaven, entred and engroft in the Book of 
Scripture ? and God knoweth how foon the Word of Command 
may be given to ſome Diſea(le for thy Execution, © 
What comfort therefore canſt thou take in all the creatures, 
while thou wanteft this new creation ? It is reported of NXerxes, 
the greateit of the Perſian Monarchs, that when the Grecians had 
taken from him Sardis, a famous City in-4fia thelefs, he comman- 
ded one every day at dinner to cry before him with atond' voice, 
Sardis is loft, Sardis i loſt, It feers to me, that thou haſt far more 
cauſe to have a Friend without,or conſcience within to be thy Mo- 
nitor every day, and every meal to ſound in thy cars, Friend, thy 
fowl is loft, thy ſoul is loſt. ! 
Certainly, ſuch a voice might marr thy'greateft'mirrh, Tauce 
every diſh with ſorrow, "make thy moſt delicate micat a-medicine, 
and thy ſweeteſt drink diftalitul tothee, O," didit thou but know 
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what it is to loſe thy ſoul, thy God, thy Chriſt, thine-H:aven, and 
all for ever, thou would(t in the night be ſcared with dreams and 
viſions, and in the day be frighted with fears and terrors. 

When Uriah was bid by David to go down to his houle and re- 
freſh himſelf, he anſwered, The Ark, and Iſrael, and Fu4dab abide in 
Tents, and my Lord Foab, and the ſervants of my Lord are encamped in 
the open fields, ſhall I then go into mine bouſe to eat, and drink, ani lie 
with my wife | as thou liveſt, and as thy ſoul liveth, I will not dv this 
thing, 2 Sam,11,1t, Mark, the good man could take no pleaſure in 
relations or poſſeſſions, b<cawle the natural lives of others were in 
danger 3 nay, he forſwears the ule of thoſe comtorts tor that very 
caule, How then- cant thou folace thy (clt with lying vanitics, 
when thine Eternal lite is (not in j-apordy, but) lolt really, and 
thou canſt not aſſure thy (clf one day tor its recovery ! 

Should thou ſee a condemned priſoner (which kaoweth not whe- 
ther he ſhall be hanged on the morrow, or the day atter) hawking 
or hunting, ſprucing himſelf, or (porting with his jovial Compa- 
nions, what thoughts-wouldlt thou have of-fuch a man ?* wouldſt 
thou not think ſurely this man is mad or deſperate ! were he not 
beſide himſelf, he would mind ſomewhat elſe, fince he is (o near his 
end, But, friend, turn thine cyes inward, and-ſee whether there 
is not infinitely more reaſon, why thou ſhouldſt wonder at thine 
own folly and madneſs, who art by the word of the dreadful God 
condemned, not to be banged, . but to be damned ; not to the gal- 
Jows, but to the unquenchable fire, and can(t not tell whether this 
night,%or to morrow morning juſtice ſha'l be done upon thee, and 
yet thou art buying and f{clling, cating and drinking, pampering 
the periſhing body, never minding or thinking what thll become 
of thy poor precious faul to eternity! 

The wiſe mans advice is, that if thou art indebted to men, and 
liable to their arreſt and impriſoument, thou (houldlt not give ſleep 
to thine eyes nor ſlumber to thine eye-lids, before thou baſt made thy peace, 
Prov,6,1,243,4. What ſpeed ſhouldit thou then uſe when thou art 
infinitely indebted to-the AlmightyGod (at his mercy every moment, 
lyable continually to be arreſted by that furly Sergeant Death, and 
by him to be hurried into the dark priion of Hell ) to agree with + 
thine Adverſary while thow art in the way , and to get the black lines 
of thy fins crott-with the red lines of Chriſts blood, and (© for ever 
blottediout of the Book of Gods Remembrance! As the Chattber- - 

lain of one of the Perſian Princes uſed to-lay-to-him every many 
* - | Ariſe, . 
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Ariſe, my Lord, and have regard to the weighty affairs for whith the great 
God would have-you to provide. $0 (ay I to thee, Awake, O man,out 
of thy carnal ſecurity, and haveregard to the great end for which 
thou waſt born,and the great errand for which the great God-hath 


lent thee into the world. 


Reader,that thou mighte{t avoid the endleſs woe of the damned, 
and attain the-matchle(s wea) of the (aved, 1 ſhall do two thingsin 


\ the proſecution of this Exhortatiog. I ſhall both give thee (ome 


helps towards Regeneration, aud remove ſome kinderances, 

Firſt, I ſhall offer. thee three belps gnto Holineſs, and thereby unto 
Heaven, 

Secondly, Tfhall anſwer three Objefions, which probably may ariſe 
#4 thy beart. 

It thou halt any real defire aiter thine eternal welfare , ponder 
them ſeriouſly, and practice them taithtully, And the good Lord 
make them ſucceſsful. O how happy might it be for thee, if the 
getting of a regenerate nature, were the main task of thy whole 
time ! believe it, thau wilt have no cauic to repent of it. 

For the Helps towards Regeneration, and thereby towards Sal- 


vation. 


CHAT. Ix. 


The firſt belp to Regeneration ; Seriow Conſideration, 


1, He firſt help which I (hall offer thee is, ſerious conſideration. He 
that goeth in a wrong path, and never thinketh of it, will 
not return back or turn about, though the, farther he goeth, the 
greater is his deviation and danger. A ferious conſideration of the 
evil and end of thy way, were a cheap prevention of' eternal and 
endleſs wo. Obſerve I lay, Conſideration ; Conſideration is aut att of 
tbe praflical underſtanding, whereby it refleetb upon its ations and in- 
tentions, and comparing them with the rule of tbe ward, preceedeth to lay 
its command upon the Will and affetiions, to put what i good in exe- 
cntion, : 
This was hinted'by chewing the cud under the law 3 and the 
beaſts which did not,were unclean; and indeed it. is the excellency 
.of a man above a beaſt, that he may in a rational diſcurkye man- 
ner meditate.on things that concern his Salvation, and by chewing 
tac 
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the cud, get ſame nouriſhment to his-ſoul. Tt is s pondering the 
ings of Chrift, Luk. 2-19. It is co-the ſoul, what: digeſtion is ane 2 

, "tis not the quantity of meat, but a good digeſtion which . 
nouriſheth and ſirengthacth the body. For they which cat much 
and cannot digeſt it,inſtead of. repairing, they ruine nature z-So 'tis 
not the. great knowledg of the truths of God,ybut the ſerious confi- 
deration and pradtical application -of them, which nqurifketh'and 
firevgthgeththe.ſfoul, Without this, mens knowledg, be it never 
ſo much, is but like raiu in'the middle Region, or fire in the flint, 
unprofitable, and to no purpoſe at all. 

I ay, ſcrioxs confideration 3 The thoughts muſt dwell upon Divine 
weighty truths :- Surely men it they ſhould do thus, would'undo 
all rhey have-done3 but when'the thoughts of God and Chriſt, and 
Sin and Hotincls, Death and Judgment, Heaven and Hell,paſs fpet- 
dily through them, as travellers through a Country making no 
ſtay, no wonder it they cannot give any account of the worth and 
virtue of them. 1t is not the hafty ſhowre, but ſoft ſnow which 
foaks deep 3/ 'whillt the former goeth off as fail as it.comes on, rhe 
latter gently creeps into every chink of gte-ground,; 

It is withithe exuths of God as with a fatve ; if a manthave ne- 
ver (o precious a ſalve, which will helpa dangerous mortal wound 
in twelve hours, and he do nothing but Jay the plaifter (which is 
{pread with this ſalve) on the wound, and #ake it off preſently,*t will 
never heal the wound if ever it cat out the corruption, and Gore 
the {orc, it muſt lie on ſome conſiderable time together; the bet 
ſalve under heaven wilt not otherwiſe do the wounded man gocd. 
$0 iſa man'turn his thoughts upon the loathiom nature of fin, the 
tinſpeakab!e danger of linners,the mifery that he is hable to, whilſt 
hecontinuescarnal ; the- mercy that he might obtain if he weie 
(piritual 5-the 'Alfufficievcy'ot God, the ealbottency of Godlinels, 
thepurchaſe of Chriſt;and*rhe promiſes of the Golpel, eyery of 
whictis « precious medicine to cure foulmaladies; yet if his 
thoughts do.not Rey upon them, if chey 2rc only glancing thoughts 
off and on{like lightning, flaſhing og, the conſcience and away,they 
abill never heal thy ſpiritual diſcaſes. That meſſenger which would : * 
a buſinels of -weight and concetmment, muff nor call at a 
{ þ poghs be gone, but he myſt go ingfit down, arid mikefome - 
oy ; | 'Friend, Lprogoger to thee an'excelſent 
«cir for theeecovery of thy dying foul; Foonſidered wy ways (ſaith 
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: Dayid) and zurned myfcet nate thy teftimonier, 'Pſal.119.. 39, Sonic 
tran{lite the Qriginal,” 1 lookgd on both fidts .ypon my ways; Þcon+ 
lidered ther every. way, and turned my feet unto thy teftimonies : "1 

' cophtdered that was:wandriag like a loti{becp,and then I returned 

.Converſion beginacth-at conſideration ; Beaaxſe be confidereth, and turu- 
| &h from all the tranſgreſſions which he bath commig1ed, be ſhell ſurely live, þ 
be ſhall not dye, Exck..18.43, The Mariner whois running his. veſſel 
; againſt a rock, if/he conlider it, and.Reeranother courte; he-doth 
ther: by prevenga deſparate ſhipwrack. | | 
When David £ Gul {top the enemies of God: in their full-carcesx 
of wickedne(s,he layeth this block in their way 3 Commune with your 
own bearti,and be ſtill, Pfal. 4,4 Sclf-communion is one ſpecial-help 
to fin-confulion ang;found converfipn. The Paodigal come to binfelf, 
before he came is bis Father : He conſidered what a fool he was'to 
teed with ſwine upon husks, "when he wight cat breadias in.his Fa» 
thers houſe : he confidercd. what a mad;man he was to feed.on. the” 

, hoxt, commonsof. the world, and cydure theflavery.of the Devil, 
when he, might feaſt on the exceedings.of che Goſpel, and enjoy 
the liberty of the-childcenof God. Aﬀter this ſcrivus conſideration, 
he cometh to this ſalid reſolution, L will ariſe; aud go to my Father, 
Luk. x5: 17. and.according'y went,avd-was welcom, 

Truly Rader, *Tis-iacoufderateneſs that doth both defile thee, 

_ damn thee 3. the want at conſideration cauſeth men.to abound 
in fin... | : | 

The prople committed faiſhood ; thi theif cometh-in, the troop of Rabbers 
ſpoileth without, Hal. 7, z, There was ground full of weeds ;- but 
mark, "the reaſon was, becauſc ic lay fallow, *cwas not ploughed up 
with confideration : They confider 103 3u their bearts, that I remember 
ell their wickedneſs, verl. 2, They-conlider not that Lxemember and 

ecord. all their omilſions, .commiſſions,.. the corruptions-of. their * 
ts, tran{grefſions of their-lives, and write them. down with a 

: pen of iron, and point of a diamond, Jer..17, x, and will bring chem 

F forthin the dey of ſlpughter. As the.fooliſh bird Pliny ſpcaks of, cal- 

E led Strnthiocametur, which thruſts her head.ingo 4 thicket, - concei» 

26, cap, x, YiDg. that no body ſeeth her, becauſe ſhe ſeeth vo body, and fo 

P becomes a. prey to the Fowler. : $0 the Adulterer, the, Thief, 
4 _ the Drunkard, and the like, confidex not that God. feeth them ' 
VB " plainly, hatcth their ſins perfeRiy, can turn them-into hell pre- 
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© ently, and thereby, become bold in wickedneſs; they .hide/God - 
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y confider not jn their beorts, thet be remembreth all their wickgdneſ7. 
hat --< when thou ſceſi a mian in a frexfie, or one in Bedlam ta- 
cipg their bair, biting and cutting their ownAlcſh,” what doit thou 
lay * Surely this man wanteth the afeof bis reaſon, could be but uſe »bat, 
without queſtion-be would never do thus :- May not a gracious man that 
beholdeth thee taceing, lancing, ſtabbing and wounding thy pre- 
cious ſoul . with worldlincſs, ſwearing, athcifm or uncleanneſs, 
upon as good ground ſay, Sarely this wan wanteth confideration \ did 
be but confider what a jealow God be prevokgthy what bowels of love be 

at ; Phat @ bell of ſorrow be provideth for bus long bome, he would 
ever do thus / The Oftrich leaveth her cggsin the duſt, not conh- 
dering that the feet of the paſſenger will cruſh them to pieces, be- 
cauſe ſheis deprived of wiſdom,and wantcth underſtanding, Fob 39. 
14, 15,17. The fioner leaveth his foul naked, and liable to all 
dangers imaginable, becauſe hejs void of true wiſdom, and liveth 
without thic ſerious conſideration, ]fa. 1. 2,3, 4, 5- They conſiders 
not the concluſion, and therefore are contident in the commilſkon 
of fin : They conſider not #hcir laft end, therefore they come down mightily, 
Lam, 1. 9. | 
A Divine writeth well, how ſubtil Satan is to hinder mens con- 


ſideration, S4t9n ( ſaith he) i very jealons of the ſmner, afraid every Gurnals 
Chriſtian that ſp. aky robin, or Qrdinaxces be bears, ſhould inveigle bim 3am 
by bis good-will be ſhould come 3t neither ,, No, nor bave a thought of. bes-Jac a2. 


ven or bell, from one end of the week to the other ,, and that be may bave 
as few as may be, be kgepetb bim full-banded with bis work, The ſmner is 
grinding, and be is filling the Hopper, that the Mill may not fland (fiall, He 
is with the farmer #s ſoon «#s be wakes, andfills bis wretched beart with ſome 
wicked thoughts zvbich a a morning-dr aught n#ay keep bim from the infefli- 
01 of axyſavour of good, that may be breathed on bim by others in tbe day 
bk Alltbe day long be watcheth bim,as the Maſter would do bg man,thas 
t fears 

again tis thamber, -with more bolts and fetters upon bi, not ſuffering 
bins to ſleep as be lieth on bis bed, till be batb done ſome miſchief. Ab po 
wretth, was ener ſlave ſo look's too ? as long as the Devil can kgep thee thus, 
ibou art bid ows ſure enough. 

;- Now as that Father (aid of the Goſpel, thatit muſt needs be ex- 
cellent, becauſe Ners proſecuted it with fo muth violence; fo this 
'tnuſt needs be 


conſider excellent help co holinels, becauſe 
' the Devil doc prod ſuch implacable hatred ; if hecan 
keepthis door of thy ſoul ſhut, he -y5 not Chaiſts entrance in- 
g. 0 7 2 eo 


will run away. And at night, likg « careful Feilor, be locks bim wp - 
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ys voy I hav? ſometirtir tc @ df i retigiBils' fdthfer; hat bid 
a &bvittleud 3, that was great gricf'ro'Hith's, heh: the fither 
was on his death: bcd,. tie made ;nebed > wane ity, thar he 
would b: every diy. of his life half an tivur alone by fimnſelf, The 
ſon making ſome tonſciedce of his ſolemn engagement to his dying 
father,uſed afterwards to retire himielf diily for that ſpace of time, 
whereat firlt he buficd himſelf 'vaioly,” in rhinkitlg of *the- honours 
and delightsof the worfd ; bur aferwards he beganto conſider, 
what end his father had in- binding him to ſuch retiredne(s;and then 
thought of his own folly, in warldring from God, and*embracing: 
a dying and lying world ;- and the Spirit ſtriking in with thoſe me- 
ditations, he b:came anew'man.. -O.that,Reader, thou wbuldlt go 
aid, 4 as be did, Is it not attieatic remedy ?- If 'Gol ſhould require 
ten hourgevery day. to be ſpent tn ſecret, about thy ſoul and Glvati- 
on, Tiprofets to thee I kaow nathow thou'couldit ſpend- thy time 
better, 'or {o well. I an ſure *twere worth:the while. . © friend, 
to be amonglt Devils in.everlaſting torments, 'of with Chriſt in e- 
verlaſting pleaſures,arcother-minner of things than thou canſt ima- 
ginez. buc I do requeſt of thee, on.the behalt of God and thy ſoul, 
| bur one half Hour every day, that thou wouldft retire thyſelf into 
thy chamber, or cloſer , ('the b;autiful Bridegroom is baſhful, and 
cometh ſeldom to his Church, Can. 4. 14. of any Chriſtian. in a. 
crowd ) and there confider\crioutly, of ſome things which I ſhall 
trom.the Eordpropougd to thee; Let notthe cheapnelſs of the re- 
ceit-make thee retuſe it z thou. ſ.eft ſometimes that ' ſimple” herbs 
that, grow.in our:own gardens, cure thoſe diſtempers, which coſtly 
"Drugs fetched from; fax cannot : As the Generals ſervant ſaid to. 
him, when he raged andfrerted at the counſel of the Prophet, for 
the cure of his Leprofic, If the Propbet bad bid thee doſomegreat thing, 
would} thou not bave dane it # baw'much rather wben be ſaith, waſh and 
bt elezs, 4 King, 5. 13: {ſo (ay 1 to thee, it I ſhould: xequeſt- more 
timein's day, 1t 1 fhould deft far greater things of thee, for the 
kilting of that Leproſic, which otherwiſe will kift chee, wouldR: 
thon not-doit 7-Ab'didft thou but know-the price of a Chritt, thou * 
would{t (cl all to buy that pearl 3 didſt thou but "know the wrath 
of Jalt; Holy, and Iofinite God, thou wouldfi, dg, any thing, all 
things pollible to eſcape it.* How.muet-rither when Tacfire only. 
oe halfhour io a day for ſerious coniidgrationi. "Tf thou wile nb do . 
thisfor the avoiding of hell, doſt thou tiot'deſerye to burn me | 
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thinwof heepenthan ape 3 198 1090.9 leaye thee 
before have prevailed' with :abge4 dof thoy not pages away 
many an howr veinly, aay; fiakully, ip, working, out thy damnation? 
and wile thow not fpare one half hogs ina day to work out thy (l- 
vation in ”- how many years bak-ghou ſpzac in che feryice of thy 
broitiſs fleſh * and is half an hour. jo.a.day, when thou art not ſure 
to live a week, too much for thine angelical (picie? What ( "lf hou > 
wilt thou-promiſe thy Makerand/Redecmcr,chat thou wil dothis? 
whoſe advantage is it like-to be ? thine or minc ?. If. zbou art wiſe, 
thou art wiſe for vby ſelf; but if thow' art. « ſcorner,thou alone ſhalt ſuffer, 
Prov. 9. 12, Well, if thou wilt not grant me. this little time, 'thou 
art like/to-grieve for rhy-.cefuſal eternally, , And truly it thou 
wilt hear God in this;\T have hopes thay be will hear thee in far 
greater 3 Set thine bears therefore 39 «ll-tbe words. which I ſpeak, nnto 
thee this day, fir it is x0t a vain thing, but i is for thy life, Deat, 12. 


46, 47. = | 


I: ſhall apon preſfumption-that thou wile for thy ſouls ſake uſe 
that cheap help. of Confiderationg. aflil- thee by, Jaying down five 
particulars, astubjeQs of thy maſt ſerious thoughts 3 and I know 
not-one.of them but hath ſuch.weight, that when thou art con- 
lidering (if the bleſſed God youchlate a mecting) it may. do the 
work, - © | 


C HAP. % 
The firſt ſubje? of | Conſideration, [The miſery of the uiregexerate .in 
this world, | 3 | 


Irft, Conſider 1be miſety which 1bos lieft under, or art liable 10, whilf 
this art nnregenerate., 


And were Lbut able to charge and diſcharge this great gun ful- 
ly; it mightt-probably fite thee: our of all thy Gatul hoids, and. 
force thee Funto Chriſt for help... Bug as the Roman ſaid of 
his ſellow-Citizen, That bs wes beyond alt expreſſions wicked > fo may 


I ſay; 


wy 


While thou liveft thou art « curſed ſamer; that roll of curſes rw 
eubits long, and tex cabits broad, is thy right, Zach. 5. 4, Thou art a 
breaker of the Law, and out of Chriſt, and therefore an heir of the 
curſc and wrath of the Lord. | 
The curſt of God hangs every moment over thine head; like a 
Blood- hound it followcth-thee where ever thou'goelt ; as thy tha« 
dow it accompanieth-cthee ever-thoudoſt ; thou art continyu- 
ally under the droppings-and ſpouts of the Almighty Gods indig- 
nation, and cauſt-as foon-flye from thy (elf as from ir, cill chou arc 
regenerated, . 

Thou art curſed in all 1box beſt, whether they are natural,civil, or foi 
ritual -enjoyments, they are all curſed to thee, | 

For thy natural parts, thy Wit,Memory, Knowledg, Head, Heart, 
arc ll cxrſed to thee: © They are imployed in the fervice of Satan, 
and with them thou hightett againſt God"and thy foul. As Feb a- 
gainſt his Maſter, ſo thou marchcth furiouſly againſt thy Maker with 
his own Soldicts, Thy Memory is Satans treaſury, thy Fullan agent 
for-hell, thy carnel mind eumity againſt God; the Hendmaids of thy 
Aﬀettions,like Hagar,crow over their Miftris,and make everithy Rea- 
ſon. a flive and Lacquey to thy ſenſual luſts ; all thy nature! endow- 
ments are Satans ornamentsz and as the more ſharpand keen the 
weapon is, the more miſchief the mugderer doth. withic : fo the 
more witty thouart, the more wicked thou art, thy wiſdow beiag 

from below, earthly, ſenſnsl, devilliſh, James 3+ ver. on; 

For thy civil advantages, Thy wealth,credit houſe, delight 5, friends, are 
all curſcd ro thee. Thy riches make thee. the greater rebel, and 
thereby further thine eternal ruine;: Thy fulneds breeds forgetful- 
neſs. Where the richelt Mines are; the Eazth'is moſt barxen ; Thy 
wealth is like fuel to feed thy wantonnels. 5. 

*Thine Honowr like wind puffeth up the bladder of ;thing empty 
heart with pride: The more God lifteth thee up, the more thou 
cafteth him down z the reſpe&ful breativot-thy Neighbours, doch. 
but blow the veſſel of thy ſoul towards Hell, ;,- * _ _-— "pf 
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'T prejudicial tothy precious ſoul; like che wal) 
thou « thy (elt in thoſe hr honey ;-and as the filly 4 
ſwimmeth-merrily down the" filver ſtreams of Fordax, ill thou 


falleſt into the dead ſea und perifheſt,. - | 
Thy Relations and Friends, if wicked, are curſed-to thee ; they 
breathe on thee; and thou takeſt the infe@ion, wanting this preſcr- 


vative of Regeneration : They-arc actually what Michoet was to. 


David (intentir in regard'of '82#! ſnares unto ther. - 

Thy bowſe is cored. The curſe of the Lord: is int the bouſe of the 
wicked, Prov. 3- 33- whatever colt be there, there can be no true 
cheer, fox there is Gods curſe which mazzs all ; this will cither rot 
the timber, and pull it. down, or.uadermine the foundation and 
blow-it-up, Poſſibly there nay be in thine houſe 2 loving wife, [ove« 
ly.children, many ſervants, itately ropms; coſtly furniture, dainty 
fare, great earthly delights ; Bur man; The eurſg'ef Gad if there, A: 
24 £1 of this, like Copris, wilhturn all thy wincinto ink; thy 

a of honey, into gall and wormwoed : How can thy ſweeteſt diſh 
be ſavoury, when-the carfe of God is thy lauce?* Or thy moſt ſugar- 
cd cup be pleaſant, when the axrſe of Godlicrh like a'toad (wellF'd #& 
the, bottom ?-or-thyfineft rament delight thee, when imevery ſuic 
there is the cunſe of God, like a playut-(ore ? or how: can thy moſt 
beautiful bailding coment theey when this. curſe of Grg.on-thee for 
thy wickedneſs, rurnsit into a prifon to keep thee: (who art in the 
bond of iniquity.) till 4he hour ot death, thee time of thine exccu- 
tion ? | | 

Theres a place which ſome ſpeakrof in the Wift Tudies, where 
there is cxtraordinary fuſfcious fruit growing, bur:the-lnhabitants 
are {o'{corched with the heat of the Sun by day,and-multitude of 
goats ſtingjng.them by vighty that they-cannot either-eat or digeſt 
their ſweet meats with any-comfort-:: tor which cauſe the Spaniard; 
call the places Comfits in bell, Reader,: what delight canft thou cake 
in thy table, though it be ſpread with various earthly enjoyments, 
when-every diſh is ſerved in with the ſcorching wrath of God, and 


Ly vary 09g 2. As a feaſt tohim that fate uudera 
naked ; 8$ wine to a condemned maletactos,. as Dives dithes - 


followed with the unquenchable fixe, ſo are all the'comiorts of this 
reation to an un erate. perſom, . * , 
hou «rs carſe to thy y its itkto have relation 0 thee, 


indignation of God. The ſeed of evil.decrs ſhall ne- 


* 
4 wk 


- 


ſo. Fob $:3,4- If ry children ae good, - 
ag thous 


bebe them may 

body of the tree fallerth; rhe-branehes 3nd 

O how much niaxe is it to be ned thac thou 4s yore them after 
thee both to finaod Hell! Aa = turrets, HE 

It is notfafe,toberthy velgbbats'$:46s ie be. iff" eo dwell near him 

w hoſe houle 3s-on' fire, ' furcly Yis notigood tobe nigiWhimwho is 

under Gods tury;-When dit over floating floem ſweepeth away the wicked, 

the tayl of is maytaſh at thrir bejt urigbbowie. Though they ſhall noc 
psrith with thee, yer they may ſmart" forthee. - 

' + Thy #ame is curled 5 The nawe of 'the wicke#Þall ret, Prov, 10: 7. 


Thou may be honourable ins the -cttcem of thy graceleſs neigh- * 


dours,* but thou art»contemprib'e ih che actount of Chriſt aud his 
Members; and'when.cyerthoudicft ; thou wilt go out like a can- 
gas leaving _— MEL Riioking lavous' in the' Noltcils of the 
ajnts. 
|- Thy-calling, wbst ever it be, i emſed, thine earthly imployment 
proves at; heavcrily-im iment../:./ Thos ar otrſed in the'City, and 
'enrſed inthe field; iInthybacket,ond curſed in ho floxe 4, cnrſed in 
the fruit-of #by boay, and he fl fy nnd of thy kene,and 
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Seca to him! Rev. 8, 3,4. foes 
Oo with a-Mafter upor Hking, he dorts his bu- 
ſd coldly and careleſly; and isfo mdifferent tbbur ir," that his 
Maſter takes hietlenoricexither of him'or his work,and all that time 
is 1oft : Bat when he & once boantd, and che Indentures ſeated, and 
has . father Hor his Feithftlnefs, the Apprentice falls to Ms 
« | +gnd the Maſter now efteetnste 
b hiawfelf rowerds hirm 25 2 Maſter, rcſolve#to teach 
everyday goes by. So wifilft 4 min is 
th God focol , hypocritically md cerualiy, 
, nayfoathes it ; his performanites they are 
as the earn dogs neck, or the offering vp of (wines Att, 
it-is loft ervice 3 but when Indeticures art ſoaked 5h Repeneration, 
tharthe man is bound to God by tyhexrty dedication of himſcif 
to his ſervice, and Chriſt hath gi « conkiferadie ſum with him, 
, the" the foul falls to Gods 


and undertaken for his 
buſineſs with hand and heart, and God efteems it as ſervice, and re- 


the' trade of pleating God oft earth, -that he 

366 it heaven,” 

dma E oioyes' nh If thou wert but 
ahi ty; chos ſhou  fnd'the Word, Pray- 


g food to thy'foul, rhough 1 now thou canſt 
1 1o/tnore than the white dfar! cp, atid tetervt no more 


| 2bbd froth them ehari from « dry chip; then they woutd be as pipes 


to convey the water of life, ered: and fatiche thy rhitfty ſpirit, 
If thow wert-e child "weairin grave, grate, piety world Ye 5 
"Thy tk 


vm 
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The. Deer. ZH ypened 


faod, When thou (houldit hea: Chritt ſpeaking! to thee, and opens 
ing the Seriptures, thine heart would/burw within thee, and.av rhe: 
tal mcltcdy, bg.gcady for: any mould); which Got baaktnaſatyas 
into, , yr $9.7 

Thr Sepus 6: awed bratgne- fict, anda lnnidnr 
to thy rat thou wouldii loye then for their purity, find thi to! 
be exceeding picaſant, and turnthy feet intothofe ways of prace :/ 
Thioe huaxt woulda part an{wen Gods holy Law, as the Cbunter-: 
pain the ogtyinal Deids and thowſhouldli fvibe chic abc 
Lord inthe glaſs of his Word, cha iwte-bis: 
rpnage from gh. to ger Uh ; by the Spiritof ty Lorin Cor:yuaB. 1 

The 7 word though they porxtend and{prak dreads. 

ful-chiugs (+ «+ cahyggaty. 5 dream) yet choſe frarful-and teith-, 
tul,dicams would belong-10.thine enemies; and the! interpretation, 
of,,them.to them thar; bate thee, Thoſe dokfulthreatniogs of Gods. 
wrath,.the delivezingup ok; fouls to go on'in (in, , and the etcrnaj: 
tormentsof Holl; like Deones-will: buz about: thine cars: to Key: 
thee wakeful, but could nor ling thee to 1nakethee wotul 5 were: 
thou bur alivein Chriſty on (ouldibe ay 20 4be Lawy20d all; irg 
curits,. Rom, 7.4. 2 TYt $4 i6:! rw 

The Promiſes #qu'd be Precious "wa wks i Swart woes 
verted , thou'woulatt have-the mouthysf: Faith, with which thou; 
ſhouldft-luck much warm-heatt-checring milk from thoſe bregfts 
of conſolption, Ua.66.3 1. Tothe the Promiſcs would he Eacourage= 
rmrenss co ſervice; the Threatgivgs, atfright ments from ivy the Pre, 

cepts, dixeRions to ſandityz,if-thy htart were foxruwadl, the/Pro-- 
miſes wauld cnliver.-itz if fecareg;the Threatnings would awake 
K if full of doubts, the Precepts would conok. and weile it. Ot 
the Promiſes, more in the neat Hend: - 


At. \ rates Sacrament, Chriſt on ſweetly, fealt «hy. (oul,bring thee ines 
tp -bouſe, and cauſe bv Ronxer over yhee 30 Wewhen, 
KBs 1 hou ſhouldi heed « on pats tou 


Elements, thou 
ment;-and Gd be f his feſb.co be mugs indetd, 01d bis blood ta be dyink, in+ 
deed : when others tioad at the door, and are put off with forme 
TL. Ga 
things of. on fm £ 
by b great dex, 
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ar a: vi the Spirie ohie j Eat, Of ticadalcink; abwr- 
ET ixwhichy how ls ie utoul$b>tathine/cars, 
adhd reſhing\co thivekeart; notongue can tell. O Reader, 
ever- ſans at a Sacrament what is TO up with Gbrift, 
ns thee, thou wouldit {corn the lite+0f an Emperor tor 
thEWR of+0 gew'(creatutes ' *5, 
in Proyer; God-and thy oubkwould (weetly <agveal together, 
erin would aſcend up.tothins,. and his :cight»hand-kind+ 
nefle wou cat onthe I#:chis duty thou wouldit 64h; turns 


mg his Precepts irito Prayerggund he would an(orer, by turning:his | 
ormances: M ing, many 2 blethag” (houldit. rhou + 


PrumilcFjnto 
obtain Kocel V<iRl woutd never 2p { though! (ace 
times it might (cemro carryJoggFbur richly 'Tha«Ciop.,of 
Gf 48” 'AFwr; woutd'be tar yredter rhan- the Secd .otaby Praﬀyer, 
oat of 'whiviyit grew; Tre P deliced burithe dibentþ of 2 Ser » 
vary theFathce biftowed o 3 tuanche digeity of * 5uSox < (the: King 
a bife; a14 thou gaveit is bins; yea, Jennth of diy: far: ever: and ever x 

2Þ great-in 1 A fn andoxajetty bat thox pat mor 
ba 524, 4 95A « Marchant ions cjordiog; wilt gettb we hun- 

Ji thr a Fhautndpyund by a bargain; rrubyw hob (bodtdd\by.s du- 
ty in # morninight#<y eng, ning gt 'Tadu{gads, n1y Millioas.ata clap 
encrealc of Griee,e ſupply ot chy-lpightual wines, the fubduing of 
thy ſecret Wickedne(s;/peace of conſoience, communion with God, 

jy ni the Spiel ; which are mors.aunth thas the whole dE axth, 

' Iri brjef,' Carifi woghbeithy Shephicid, ford thee in gs pajinrer, 
leadtber by'the' fil 2avcht/5" andrake care that thou be! tat and. flows. 
riſhidg. As he 2006t ſendech up ics (ap thoough the bark towll its 
living branches, whereby they\coninuc-living , aodbuog forth 
fruic; fo if. thou wertbut regenernicd, and a living beanch ,' thou 
wr Ie cre fp of: Grace, ivhroughy Oidiianors,frnds Chi : 
- wr wh — rw es thoutditperfiygertin [piricadl begad-gjo+ 

ging for thimwcb fr wit, | 
ph roy ry rp wt ony be tby (portion, 
yo ws chou wat 'upe-able_ to - congeive the unſcarchable riches; . 
which aro laid up inthe Promiſes,” Welk may the:Apolile/eal! them 
hp Cee ear pada i quecbaed 
| were 
hen phy aefBok variousdalyes 
ey nga precious «x medjes-far every inalady , of. — 
CQICLUIS , 


betrer rhan ren watery 


he ri wet 
Now thou nu boot aek dneſs,” As 
perfe&ly righteous. Solingy reports. ot «Riverig octia 
which aketh black ſbeep( if waſheg tbercin ) white ; truly, were 
_ rag er ps black a nm yet thou ſhoyld {t be madce.whitc by 


og of the 


alt thy Gns {bp n itecd 7 ſathy perſon ſharld be us. 
"Ora Foro nfl Cork dſo font Gad,:Jo "ya 12. 
Did reckoned it St Cath be the-Son-in-law of King 
Sant; Seemeth it ( rvant) al; bt RI nad , Jo 
be 4 Kings Somrin- a am vile andiight 


16, 23. O NG Lo wk rg ty er the King of 

5, and Lord of lords! Re at man bath the Father 
rs with that we ſhould be gallell'bi children, 1 John 3..3., The 
greateſt atndibativa i roQ luglege r (ach iefinite condeſccntion; yer 
this privitedg ſhoulg b thine,” The boundleſs God, who hath-mil- 
lions of glorious hi ip HAIG ld. own, feed, clothe, 


proteQ, maint Lorton | 

Thox ſhowldji ſure vo rſevere wes Toke. Being once in Ch 
thou. doo Beer in biden wy the wind - ſhould blow! 
and the wav at agaivſt chce, yet t thou ſhouldſt nor fall, being | 
built upon the truc Rock, the very gates of Heil ſhould not pres 
vait againft thec..: Though tho : mazghteſt fall foully. ary thoy 
\bouldi/t never '  hoally, caufe the Sred of God would * remai 
within thee, 1: ohs 3. 9. Phil,1 65% Thef. 5. 23 24. Thy life We 
be hid in Chriſt, z$chc fapia th& root; 20d theretore thay = 


have we rpiorh et rhom. ſhouldſt ſpring 2 af 
Grace + in hing own, but } tre * this 
nugy. 


\ EE ano 


arch under. che x mo upa.t 
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, _w_ ec Poor. hk A - Wy 
ever Ever in thee; and 


dine? Mort hab Ive his, Fathers, = 

vn we INN $5 want be And 
th "To ih calth hr this' Eoldcn" Mi Aiic © Ker -% the 
tbrgucs bf all the rhtn in" world to cxpacls , and the under- 
(fandings of all the Angels in Heaven to ccnecive. This is the great 
New-Covenant-promile, Heb.'$. $8, 9,10." Twill be toth,ms a God, and 
they ſhall be to me 4. people. The, Autfivr of al niſcs is the Mat- 


ex hy this Promiſe ; Surely, "ris the Ain't 647 {Alar Pro- 
eg op 


miſe*indecd, when it contains and Heaven 
of Heaving can nuver contain. T ok of Prenkhe . @S 3 glorious 
Crown; butthis is the moſt Iparkliiig "Diamond 

Fricng,”Yoft cholfe 5 434-1 i ro have Tr for thy God? 

. Ml that God is, rwou Ne Oe Be Father thn $0.adopt thee tor 
kis own Son 3 thine, to,puritic aud* pr. [cnt thee acceptable 
ro the Father; ”@ Spizit thine, to dwcll in thee as a Witnels, Seal, 
ind Earneſt of thine cverlaſting inheritance. All that & in God, fhowld 
be #bine ; all his atrribuces and perfe@ious ſhould be laid out for thy 
ptotit ; ; Hfs wiidom would be thinc'to dircQithee, his power thinc 
49: otet thee, his grace thine ro ardoh thee, hi mcrcy thine to 
pity thee, his goodneſs rhiite to Lonifort thee, and his glory thinc 

ro crown thee. Thou canſt not iruagiue what a tull good this God 

is in himſelf, and would be to thee. He would be to thee health in 

Gickne(s, firrngrh in weaknels, light in darkne(s, joy in _ ri- 
ches ih phrerty, , honour in igacmiuy, treedbma in in foxery , Eaſe in 
pain, ſafery in dangers, and lite j ir death. This would ſxpply 
ol thy need, according to bis riches in glory by Chrift Feſixs, Phjl.4.19. 

God would ſubdue thy cornapntyng , enablc thee to. overcome 
tcrhpratiens, , my a gainer by afflictiobs, to hold. 9! 

"ons, to unprov providences,, to, be the better ff 
be filled"*warti holidc 5, and fifred" tor Ein 
for thee ibn thok chuldi} ak, ink Epi, 3: 40. 

Eg: vor? ff i the; richc$of hy getlr 

Pp; es | * | 
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TT” by the Key of Regener ation. 145_ 
tain, and gathered by rational arguing, If they are happy that have 

their Sons growing as plants, their Daughters as Poldhed ttones z 

their Barns ſwelling, and their Flocks thriving ; O bow bappy ore 

theſe whoſe God is the Lord?! Ir thy arc fo blefſed who have the 

Starzs, how happy are they that have the Sun ? For in the preſence 

of this Sun, all tholc Starrs mult vaniſh and dilappear, Molkris "IOF"IR 
takes the words by way of CorreQtion, Tea rather, bliſſed is the P*0- populum 
ple whoſe God i abe Lord, As it David had recalled himiclt, aud with beatumcui 
his Pcn given a daſh to all that he had ſaid : Did 1 ſay that they were #«c bona a 
bappy which abounded with Relations, Poſſiſſi. ns, and outward Comforts ? Deo — 
I recall my ſelf; Alas, th'y are not bappy, in compariſon of their bapps Sint: jet 
weſs who bave tbe Lord for their God z Jed rathcr * bappy 4 the people correfbio- 
whoſe God is the Lord, By this latter he cuts off the mcck of his tox- nem, we 
mcx « xpreſſion, Some take the words conjunctively, as if David had 1% '* bs 
proclaimcd thum happy indecd , for whom the Lord as their God —_— fab 
doth (o liberally provide. The Children mult ne<ds be happy that ſtar . & 
have a Father that takes ſuch care of them, and b. ftoweth to niany ſumman 
out ward good thiugs on them. Auin takes the words disjunRive-$41di- 
ly, as if the formes part of the verlc , Happy is the people that is mar mn 
caſe, werc the voice of the world; ard the latter part cf it, "Roa m—mngy 
bappy is the people whoſe God is tbe Lord, were the voiceof the Saints. ; 
And that Father «< xplains himſclt to this purpoſe ; 0 vain and fooliſh 
ſpeakers, O flrange childdr.z: They bave called the people bappy that are : _ 
im ſuch a caſe =— But what ſayeſitbou David f What Jaye ehox, 12% 0H - 
0 Body of Chriſt f What ſay ye, O M:mbers of Chriſt f What jay ye, O Beatum 
Children of God ? Becauſe thoſe vain Speakers, and fir dnge Children, bave dixerunt 
called them bappy that are in ſuch d caſe : What fay ye? And then he populuns 
anſweeeth tor them, asthe voice of all, Happy is the prople wheſe God?" _ 

i the Lord. : Ouid r6 


* . . ” . - David? 
© uid tw corpus Chrifti ? Caid vo; membra (hrifti ? Quid v3; now filii alieni, ſed Dei? 
Quoniatn vanilogui ft alieni, Brarum dixernnt populum, Cui hac fumt: Vos quid diciti;? Bra- 
14 populns cnxjus Dominus Dons Ipfius, Aug, in Plal.143, Tom. 8, 


Thus happy, Reader, ſhould& thqu be, if thuu wert once regene> 
rated. , Taat God, in compariſon of whom the whole Creation is as 
pothiag., would be thy God. O: how emmently , how intiuitely 
ſhou dſt thou be blefled, in-having ſorich, fs vaſt, ſo boundic6 a 


0 vanile- 


E 


Gogg tos thy God,! | 


.* Thou ſhouldd be bleed in thy body, that ſhould be the Fuaple of 


the Holy Ghoft, and part of the Myflical Body of che Son of _ 
V 


— —_— 


The Dur of Salvation ohenedd 


{0 nearly and cloſcly united to him, that neither death, grave, wor 
duti, ſhould ever. be able eo {pitate it froth him 8 Tor.6.1 9. 1 Theſ, 


4+ 14, 16: 

. Thou ſhouldſi be bieffed in thy ſob, that ſhould be ever fat and 
flouriſhing, Pſal, 92. 13,14. like = watered Garden abounding in 
fruic 3. the (all of thy loul world be as the (metl of a fi:Id which. 
the Lotd hath blcflcd. oy 

Thou ſhould&be bleſſed in thy eftete; that- bleſſing which can turn, 
a Priſon into a Palace, a Cottage into aCourt, poverty, into plenty, 
would bc thy. portion thou thouldft be ſute of neceflartes, of: c- 
nough to bear thy charges till thou cotneſt to'thy Fathers: houſe, 
Pſa. 37: 25.26, 66.34.11, Havingfaith, thou ſhouldfi not frat a fa+ 
mine, but would be aſſuted that he who teeds the Birds bf che air, 
foddc rs the Baits of che ticlds, filleth the bellics of his enemies with 
hidden treaſures, would never forget his friends, of ſtarve his chil« 
dren:.The Lord would be thy Shepherdzand/therefore thou couldit- 
not want, Pſe.-23 1, As they that are well lined within, and have 
much good blood and (pirits,can endure to go in cold weather with. 
leſscloaths than others : So thou being inwatdly ſtrengthened with. 
the gracc»and love of God, ſhouldft' be able to walk in the world 
comtartably with a leſs etiate that others; K thou ſhould(t be thine 
own carver, thou wouldit cut thy. fingers, 
It chy.means-were (mall, thy. Remach fhould not be great. As the 
ſheep can live upen bare Commons, and*thtive there where the fat Ox. 
would be tarved; ſo in the midſt of thy firaity, thy contentedueſ? 
would give thee*a ſufficiency : when others who arc firangers to 

grace, in the midſt of their ſulficiency arc it Riraits, Fob zo, 22; 

True piety-hath true pletity, and is nevge without a well-conten- 

ting ſufficicacy, for *will give him who hath nothing the poſſeſſion 

cf all things, 1 Tim. 6, 6. - 3- 16, 17: 2 Cor, 6.11, Thy dinner of 
berbs, withthe love aud favour of God, would be better thait a flalled Ox 
with bis anget and frowns, Prov..15. 154.16, TTY 

Thou ſhouldſt be bleſſed in thy en, The juſt mas walkgth 

i» bis iniegity, ond bis childey-o) fed foes Bib, Brow, 3d. 7. 

Febw's children fared the better for their fathers godline,: c 

it were but counterfeit, 2 King. 164 30 Surely then, The geners 

of the apright ſball be bleſſed, P{al 112. 3, When thou didft leave chem, 

God would find them, and requite thy children”( for thy Jove ts 

him}. much more daithtully chav Dovid did Mop biboſterh for Fous- 

above good mill, Gew 14. W8/3gy 10 00 Y 

ns Y: 
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by the Key of Regeneration. 

Thy whole bowſe would be the happier for thee 3 God bleſſetb the 
bebitetion of the righteovs, Prov, 3-33. Nothing can poflibly be want- 
ing, but it may be made up by thy blefſing, If thou dſt bearken wnto 
the woice of the Lord tby God, bliſſcd ſpalt thox be iu the Cizy, and in the 
field, blefſed 6.111 be the fruas of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and 
the fruit of thy Cattel. Blſſed ſhall be thy barkgt and thy fore, bleſſed ſhale 
thou be when thou goeft out, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt in. 
Dent. 28. 1, to 14 verſe. : ES 

Thou would be. a blefling to thy neighboxrs; as a conduit, yield 
cleat water for others comfort, If they were prophane, they might 
be brought to mind picty bythy precepts and pattern. It they were 
good.they would rejoyce at thy convertion to God, and like Abrs- 

am _— a feaſt at the weaning of thee « child of tbe promiſe trom the 
breaſts of the creatuges, . : 

Thou ſhould be blefled in thy name. Theanemory of the juſt is bleſſed, 
Prov. 10,7. Thy pame would be hcir to thy lite z as loon as ever 
thy nature were religious, thy name would be reverend 3 aud 
when thou dieſt thou wouldſt go out ( of this world ) like ſome 
{weet perkume, leaving a fragrant (ayour behind thee, 7 

O Reader, how many ſheets might I write, im xc<clating thy feli- 
city ! How honourable ſhouldſi thou be, having blood-royal run- 
ring in thy veins, and being heir apparent co a Kingdom of glory! 
How rich, having a key t© Gods treaſury, and bring intereſted in 
the Covenant of Grace, which hath more wealth in it than heaven 
and carth | How.combortable, having thepromiſes for thy cordials, 
and being gartifoned within with that peace of God which paſſetb all 
uxderfianding | How beautiful, having 4 robes of the righteouſneſs of 
God \to adornehee, which is intiaitely re comely than the unſpot- 
ted invocency, cither of 4damor Angels! The infinite God would 
be thy: God,:Blefled Angels thy guardians, beautiful Saints thy 
companions; 'durable riches thy partion,the fleſh af Chriſt thy food, 
own robes thy raimene, and his own manfico-hoyle thing evcr- 


Thou couldfi noticaft av <yc, but it would ſee: matter of mirths 
ner (end dorth'a thought,but it would retura with a roport of mer- 
&. Whether thou'looket.ap £0 -y ob ptr and his glo> 
ricws.attendants there, orJookeſt down 40, his.cxcatures:onearthe 
and the ſigns of his manifold wiſdom, and mighty power hire, .or 


whether thom iookeſt into conſcicnce or Scriptures, every thingy all 
things would yicld thee cane of combort, and gizerthce pecafinn of 
mward cxaltation, V 2 "» In 


"aF, 


"The Door of. Salvation opened __ 


Ti all conditions, be they never (ofad, thy ſoul would be ſafe, and 
thine everlaltiog eſtate ſecure. The vailes- are uncertain, but the 
ſtanding wager are certain. What billaft 15 to a ſhip, that regeneration 

would b: co thy (pirit : It the veſf.} be (oundand well ballaſted, 
thaugh it may bz cofſed and rocked with winds. and waves, yer ie 
ſha!l not be ruiaed': $5 ifthine h:art w-re tzbliſhed with-grace, thou 
ſhould be ſteady'in the greateſt tiorm 3 nay, though thou were na+ 
ke in deep waters, in the mighty. Sca, yet Chrilt thine head: being 
eyes above water, chou could{tinot poſſib!y fink; 
"-When'thou ſhouldſt come'to dye, and to throw thy Lif cait for Eter- 
ty, thu might walk, in tbe valley of #be ſhadow of deatb,and fear none 
ill, fx God would be with thee, Plal.23 When pale-faced death knocks 
at ene door of thine houſe of clay, by. the hand.of lome morcal fick- 
neſs, thou needs nor be daunted at his grim-lovks, but mighted 
boldly op-n to him, and bid thit Meſſenger heartily welcom, as 
knowing that he comes from a Gd in Covenant, to give. thee 2 
paſſage into fulneſs of joy and everlalting pleaſures. 

Ft is rc pertcd of Gedfry Duke ot Bllign, in his exp:dition to the 
Hyly Land, chat when his Army came within view of fcruſalem, be- 
holding che high Furrcts and-tav Fronts ( which were the skelitons 
of far more gloriouy bodies ) they were o tranſported: with joy, 
that they gave ſuch a ſhout, that che very-earth was ſaid to ring 
2gain. How might thiac heart leap with joy, when thou upon thy 
death-bed ſhould# with the cy of taith b:hold the ſtately Turrces, 
and pcarly gates'of thi N:w aud Eternal Jeruſalem 

Thou mighteſt-contentedly-leeve thine earthly. habitation for 
thy Fathers Houſe, and joyfylly bid-adicu to: thy- corruptible filver 
andairy honors, for an enduriMg ſubtance,and an eternal weight of glory, 
How chcarfully-mightett thou tforfake thy meat and drink, and all 
thy carnal comforts; to eat bread in the Kingdom of Hepen, and co 
bathe thy ſoul it: angelicaltdelights! With what.courage- mighteſt 
thou bid farewel to thy ſtately dwelling, deareſtiwife, mott lovely 
children, and all thy. kindred and acquaintance,to-go to moxnr Sion, 
and 10 the City of the living God, the beaventy Jerufatem, and to anne 
nuwerable aro tor of Angels, to the general Aſendy and Church of the 

filſlebrrn, which are wHitten in Heaven, and to God the Fudg of all} and 
IP pirits of j uft-men madeperfed; to Feſus the Mediator of | thenas: 
Chetan Y-Heb! 12/25, 23; 24.” '/8xe; ; | 
Thou ſh6ald <emfortably.cthink-of thy. bodies bring laid in the 
grave, to ſleep there till the magning'of the RelurreRiony for = 


WE | by the Key of Regeneration. 


| bed would be {ſweet to thee, being perfumed with the precious bo- 
dy of thy S:viour for thee, And wich what joy mightctt thou think 
of the day of Judgment, when thy body ſhould be awaken out of 
its ſleep, united to. thy foul, faſhioned like wrto the glorious body of Chritt, 

- and both ſoul and body made perte&ly bieſfed in the full enj yment 
ot God-to all eternity! O the telicity of the regenerate! How oleſſed 
are thry whom God chooſeth, and cauleth by Regeneration 
to approach unto him ! Friend, Friend, Can the world do half this 
for thee? Why then doſt thox ſpend tby (trength for what is not bread, 
andtby labour for "woat will not ſatiifie ? 

Will not God do al} this and much more for thee ! Why then 
dolt thou forſske the foxnt in of living waters, and bew unto thy [cif bro- 
hen cifierns that can hold no waters ! Ah, didft thou but know the gite 
of God,and whoit is that offereth chete things to thee, thun wouldi(t 
ask of him, and he would-give thee living waters, Fob, 4. 19, Rea- 
der, what ſayeſt thou to theſe things ? Is there nor intiaite reaſon 
whythou ſhouldit ſpeedily give a Bill ot divorce to thy molt belo- 
ved luſts, and ſtrike an hearty Covenant with the Lord Jelus ? Arc 
not thuu fully convinced of the matchiels gain of godline(s ? Lec 
conſcience ſpeak 3: one would think ſuch powertul arguments could 
not be denicdy, that{o many, and fuch coſtly Load-ttones thould 
draw thee towards Hcaven;though thine heart were as hard as iron 
or ſtee!. If thou «rt for profit, man, here is proht indeed, and to 
purpoſe. Thus whilit thouſcontinucit in this world, thou ſhouldk 


be a blk fed foul, 
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CHAP. XI, 
The Felicity of the Regenerate in the ather world. 


FG, 5 in what I have already offered, in the Name ot the 
»  blefled God, I have unſpeakably out-bid Devil, World, and 
Fleſh; yet tomanitelt thy folly; in making and continuing a League 
with them, to thine extream-and unconceivable difadvantage, I 
(hall ctideavobr to ſer before thee, though brictly,the far greater fe- 
licity which thou ſhouldſt obtain in the other World. 

As whiltthou continueſt in this world chou ſhould be a bleſſed 
ſoul, ſo-whcn thow entereſt into the otber wold thox ſhould be a glonious 
S$3ia8. : Aud ; 


50 Fn ' The Door of Setwation opened 


Cy 


And this,Reader, is the beſt wine which Chriſt keeps for his Gueſts 
till the laſt, though how it is none can tell but they that have 
talted it. Truly, what Nazieuzes ſaid of Baſil, I may ſay of this 
glorions Saints There wants nothing but bis own tongxe to commend bim; 
The Subjc& is large and weighty ; and ſure I am, that it would rc- 
quire the words not only of a Saint, but an Angel to do it according 
co its worth, Ifhall only give thee a lay bricfly, of that which glo- 
rifed Saints enjoy fully, | 

Firlt, Thou ſhouldjt know what perfetlion of bolineſy is ; If thou want 
but new-born ; this one thought would fill tby ſoul with marrow aud 

fatneſs, and cauſe thy mouth to praiſe God with joyful lips. One dram 

of holine(s inhaitely ſurpaſſeth { in the eſteem of a Saint Yall the 
Kingdoms 'and Empires of this world ; how much then is perfe&t 
holineſs worth ? In heaven thou ſhouldſt have it 3 There thou ſhowldj 
be before the Throne without fault, and ſerve bim day and night in bis 
Temple, Rev. 14. 5. . 

What price doth a Saint ſet upon, and what pains doth he take 
for a little holineſs! If thou would kuow why be bideth the word in 
bis beart, *tis that he might not ſin againſt God, the purging out of 
ſinful humoars, is the end for which he takes that phyſick, Why 
he readceth and heareth fo diligently,” cis that he might be ſancttfied 
through Gods truth z cleanſing is the reaſon why he uſeth that wa- 
ter. Why he prayech ſo frequently and fo fervently, *cis that he 
might have a clean heart creatcd, and a right ſpirit renewed within 
him : Grace is the chief alms,for which he knocks and begs (© hard, 
at the beautiful gate of Gods Temple z why he goeth to the Sacra- 
ment, *tis that £ might grow in ſanctity; he goeth to the death 
of his Saviour, for the death of his fins ; and his great defign in 
that (ſpiritual feaſt is ſv to feed, that he might get ſome more ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength. Nay how contented can he be under very lad croſſes, 
if they may but make him more like to Chrift + he @n patiently 
bear the pain of lancing and cutting, fo it may but let out corrup= 
rion. He can t5ke bitter pillsfor the removing of. inward difcales, 
and the furthering of-his ſouls health, and more willingly ſpend ol 
he hath for the cure of bis ifſwe of fin, than ever the woman did for 
the cure of ber iſſue of blood. Now Reader, thou ſhould have the 
veſſel of thy ſoul tilled with this mater of life ; One dxop of, which 
ſo precious, as thou haſt heard, to the regenerate. /Thay houldk 

1 qo of degrees, as well as of parts, and esjoy @ much 
of theſe truc riches, that thou ſhould not defixc ane grain more. 


s 
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"by the Key of Regener ratlon. 


I;1 


Thou. ſhoatdft be a book whetein the Image of God (hould be wric- 
eed, ita falr large prinr, atid there ſhould be no errata's in thee, 
Sin now is like the Ivy in the wall,cut it never fo much,yet it will 
ſprout out again; bur as grace mortifieth it here, glory ſhall nullifie 
it in Heaven, Wett thou in Chriſt, *twould be no ſmall comfort to 
think the time is coming when thou (halt- never offcad God more, 
never deal unkindly wich Chriſt more.. 

Thou ſhouldſt by bleſſed experience, know the truth of thoſe 
Scriptures, Whoſoever is born of God ſinneth not, for bis ſeed remain- 
eth in him; and be. cannot: fit, becauſe be is born of God, 1 Joh. 3. 
9, Chrlft loved his Church; and gave bimſelf for it, that be migbs 
ſantifie 4nd cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the word, That 
be might preſent it. t6 bimſelf a. gloriong Church, not baving ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but tbat it ſhmuld be b»ly and without ble- 
miſh, Eph. 5. 25, 26, 27-- 

The body. of death ſhould dye with the death of thy bady.-Thou 
fhouldſt nor be raken away in thy ſins, but from thy fins ; It would 
be impoſlible for thee to lin. there, becauſe of thine happy ſight of 
God chere. Sin is ati averſion frotyGod,and converſion to the crea- 
ture. Now thou ſhouldlt enjoy ſuch foul-raviſhing ſweerneſs in the 
blefſed God; and that (0 fully, that thou couldR not leave fo excel- 
lent a good for 4tiy creature 3 thy-graces here in their minority and 
notage, would berhen in their maturity. 

If that holineſs which is but in part on earth, would be (o beau- 
tiful in. chine cycs,that it would raviſh thine heart more than all the 
glory of this lowet world, what-would perfe& holincls @® Hea- 
ven be ! X 

If the PiQure or Itnage of God be ſo comely 4a its rough draught 
here below 3 Ah, how lovely-a piece will it bein all its perfetions, 
Fob Gods'Novifime man, his laſthand ſhall come upon it above ! 
1 Job. 3.2. * | ; 

Secondly, Thou ſhould} kyiow tvhat compleat bappineſs is. Thine 
holineſs. and. happiveſs, like twins,, would grow-up and core 
eo their full age together 3 .chy perfeR purity there, would cauſe 
perfe& peace, Thy day. of light and gladne(s in heayen, could 
never with the (mallett cloud. becauſe ſins thax are the 
high they breed, could nor aſcend (© high. Th 


_— ts vat of w 
mn Rom'evir would 'be full, thy fruit of -would 
be full, ſore thy. felicity muſt needs be full,,. Thy bedy 


there woull be free from. the dilcaſcs and deformity to'which it 


s 


- 


The Door of Salvation. opened 


js liable, avd with which it is affe&ed here. The errors of the firſt, 


- would be corretcd in its ſecond edition, A body of vileneſs ſhell be, 


« body of glory. | 

All thoſe miſcries which fright and moleſt thee now, wquld then 
forlake thee. No evil durtt arzeſt thee, when thou ſhalt walkin 
the preſence of Sioxs King. In this theu ſhouldi be like irrational 
creatures, that thy miſcry ſhould cnd with thy life ; And in this 
reſemble the biefled Angels, that thou ſhouldii always behold the 
face of thy father, 

In bis preſence is ſulneſs of joy. When the Sun beholdeth the 
Moon with his full aſpc&t, then the Moon is at the Full, In hca- 
ven the Sun of rigbteouſn:ſs would ever look on thee with his 


favourable face, in ſo full. a degree, that thou fhonldſi be at the 


Full of thy light aud happiffels. God is an univerſal good, the 
ſoul of man hath a kind of an infinite appetite. It detireth this 
-plcaſure, and that treaſure, and when it hath them, it is like a 
droplical body, as thirty as ever 3 for thoſe creatures having but 
a particular limited goodnels, can never fatisfic 3 but God will ſup- 
ply all the ſouls wants, becauſe he is an infinite and univerſal good, 
and an{wereth all things. 

Thou ſhouldRt ever be at the Well-head ; and therefore necdeft 
not fcar the leaft want. Fhinc appctite there would be ever frelh 
after God, and thy (atisfaRtiun ever full in God. God would be 
to thee any thing, every thing, all things which thy heart could 
pcflibly defire, God is ſo ſweet and (atistying a good to his people. 
ON © uÞ, that they have found the lols ot other things abundant- 
ly made vp in his favour and love, Hab. 3.16, 17. 1 Sam. 30.6. 
chough. he communicated himſelf but in-ſmall drops, by flaw de- 
grees unto them; O then what would God be to thee in hea- 
ven, when he would give of himſelf abundantly and continually 
unto thy foul! It all the delightful objects, aud pleaſures .which 
the whoie creation here below affordeth, were united into one, 
aud beſtowed upon thee, and thou wett to live a thouland years 
in the enjoyment of it, this were hot worth one day in Gotlscourts 
in this world; much leſs an hour, or one moments enjoying him in 
the other world. In bis preſence is fulneſi of joy, and.ox. big right hand 
8#/c pleaſures for evermore. ÞPſal. 16,'ult. Though all word: are t09. 
weak to utter the Saints happineſs there, yet Pavig ſpcaks much in 
this verlc, Fox fualixy rhere is joy, there is eoſin | Wias | 


| canſi thou, 
wiſh which is not contained in thoſe two words? "hope of future 


joy 


th 


— 
. 


wn a. I) We Key of Regeneration.” 
joy made/the man of ſarrows content his ſhameful and bloo- 
_ oetable wilt thou-be: when thou ſbalt have it in 
s ts BY wig Dat '' ;{ Int . | + 
For quaitity, fulxeſs of joy, or a torrent, of which thou ſhould 
drink fall draughts-without interruption or intexrmiſlon. Thy joy 
would be purc yo pony perfe& without meaſure. The 
Moſler s$joy; or the: joy-of | 2by-Lord © In; his prefence 3 the fguition of 
God Po faireſt flower incher Garlandioff Honor, and''that alone 
which gives compleat fatisfaQtion to the ſoul : He is the Heaven 
of: 'Heaver; and other things arc but acceſſary to this Principal 3 
yet other things there would atford-comftort, through the: God of 
conſolation, . © | 2/00)” 90264 
The ſights there would pleaſe thine eycs;. for thoy ſhouldſi be- 
hold not only perte& Saints; but-thie pearlefs Saviour y thine eyes 
ſhovid ſee the King in bis' glory ; there is a great difference between 
ſeeing a King in his ordinary attire, and on his throne with his 
robes and all his figns of Majeſty. The fight of the Saints would 
much deljghc chee, to fee chaſe heirs in the poſſciion of their ins 
herictances : When Cyneas the Ambaſſador of Pyrrbus, had' beheld 
the ltate and magnificence of the Roman Senators and People, he 
was ſo exceedingly takeo with it, that at his return trom that Ci- 
ty of ' Rome, being asked how: he liked it, and what he thought of 
that State, ht avfwered, That be ſaw as many Emperors 8s Sendtorry 
and that it waz a. Common-wealth of Kings.. Such would heaven be to 
thine eyes, a Commonwealth. of Emperors apd Kings, -whercin 
every- Saint: would have a robe 'of brtoxr, a ſcepter of power, a 
throne of majefly;,- and crown of glory, Surely, ſach fights would 
hill thee with wonder and joy, to behold all che children in their 
Fathers houſc fo richly.clad, fo daintily teafted, and{o highly ad» 
variced as they ſhail.be:there: But O the zoy-which wilt poſſeſs tlite 
at theGehobl the Lord Jetus,, who, as the Sun; wilt thine glori- 
oully' indeed inthermydfi- of thoſe' Stars, and'as a Judg be known 
by hisrobes, from-all the Juſtices on the Bench. If it were ſo good 
ro behold bim bercin his eftate of humiliation, and in bis ments 
weeds1 what will it be tobehq1d him-ih his eftate of excalation,, ar 
in his I far. =o lorioes robes! Traty, : the: light will be 
on be pleaſe 29 bebold that Bum. Wa 06509 36072 v1 
the fights. there would pleaſe thine © the ſounds there 
will pleaſe tjyne cars; L axe ceed of a Divias, the when hoheard 
race Muſick on Earth, he was much taken ade ace= 
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_Ihe Der of SOR ne 
cried out, the tvithing Mbfick which 4s in Heaven *: Haw.will; 
thy ſpirit be caken, when/thba- ſhalt hear the newSo; the Borg; 
of the Lamb, (ung by the pleaſant voices, and: play?d uport 'the 
Harps ol the' thouſcnd thouſands that'are before the Phrone of 
God, who reſt not day nor night, 'but ſay and fing, boly, 
boly Lord God A.mighty, which was, and is, and.is tocome'' Thow art 
worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory, and bondur, and power : For than beſt 
created all things, and for thy pleaſnre they are, and were created, Rev.g.. 
$. and #/t, / 

- O how. wuch might I cxpatiate here, and (ſhew thee, that what- 

eyer is requiſite to happineſs would be enjoyed by thee there !. It 
honour could make thee happy, thou ſhouldſi there have @n eter- 

nal. weighs of. glory.,: {ach a weight, that if thou wert not upheld 

by the power.of God, would- preſs thee Gown, If pleaſures can: 
mak» thee happy, thou ſhouldit drink of the Rivers.of pleaſures. 
which flow. tromthe blcfled God for ever: ſuch pleaſures as thine 

eyes rever (aw. thine cars never heard, and- thine heart can ne- 

ver conceive. If a gallant gloriow ſeat-could make thee happy,thou 

Rev. 21. ſhouldſt be happy > Thou fhouldſt/ dwell in.a City whole Builder, 
9120. and Makgr is God, its gatcs are of- pearl, andiits pavement of pure 
gold.” The houſe which thou ſhould live ing. is the Fathers bouſe, 

that Houſe which the mighty Potſeflor of Heaven and Earth hath 

creed with hisown hands, co be the place whetcin he will -ſhew 

all his riches, magniticence, grace, goodacts and: glory. It reſt 

could make thee happy, thou ſhould reſtfrom all thy labours, en - 

joy+an cternal Sabbach-: There the ſpiritual oppreflors ceaſc from 

troubling, there the weary are. at refl, If good.company.could make 

thee happy, thou ſhouldii have the ſociety of all the Saints, fic 

down with Abrabaw, Iſacc, and Facob, the Prophets, Apoſtles, and 

all:the. children of God in the Kingdom of Hcaven, thou ſhould 

enjoy the mahy millions of holy Angels, the deareſt Jeſus, and the 

ever bleſſed God. If food cart: make thee happy, thoa ſhouldii cat 

5:96 bidden ns SHIT \ wo , of 
tbe tree. of life, whuch groweth in Paradiſe, and drink, of the water 

of: hife., which ' is. deor Fe vg 0u3.; of the; Thrane, of 
Gad and. of .the Lamb. If life -can-make thee happy, thou ſhouldit 

have that eternal life, : which is: from God, 1n0-. and with 

God... Ia word, whatever were necedful for thee, 0r-could be 
2123 


ul toghee, os defircdby thee, ig order to-thy happincls,., thou 
bans” | | 7? | Thizdlyy. 
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Thirdly, 'thou ſhould kpow-+be virtue and of theblovd = 


of Chrift: che Apolile 
the blood of Chriſt with filycr and gold ) infinitcly prefer ic be- 
fore then, and call it preciows. blood, 1 Per. 1, 19. Indced, %s: that 


which as che Diamond. tothe Ring, addeth worth:.and valuc. to - 


whatever 'tis joined. The two Teltaments arc precious; becauſe. 
they are both ſprinkled with'ithe blood, and confirmed by the 
death of 'the Tcftator, Heb, 9; 16,17,18,149. The Lords Supper /is 
precious, becaulc it ſheweth forth the Lords blood and:death, 1 Cor, 

$1. 26. Pardon of fin, peace of. Conſcience, the affeRion- of | the 

Father, the fanRification.of the Spirit ,: arc all precious , becauſc 

they are the fruits aud-cifc&s of this preciovs blood, 1 Joh.i. and. 74 
Romi.5.1 Heb.9.14,Ephcl-2,t3. Al our comforts run in this chan» 
nel; che blood of Chriſtis the tircam which bears them up,and brings 

them to us, yea, Heavenit {elt,and the Crown of glory, have weight 

and worth trom this ſparkling tone. Heaver is 7 7728 Pre. 
fon; Epbir.14: *Tis the blood of Feſus which giveth boldneſs to enter in» 

10 that bolyplace, Heb.10.19. The precious price paid tor it ,;,will 

ſpcak it, «nd make it a gloriousplace. 

It thou wert once xegenerated, Chriſt would be (© precious to 
thee at this day, that all things would be dung and droſs in compariſen 
of the exeellency of the knowledg of Chriſt Feſw. thy.Lord: To:thens that 
believe; Chriſt « preciousy 1 Pet. 3, 7. :O the price which truc Chriſti- 
ans ſer upon Chriſt ! The wile Merchant (old all for this Pearl,,'l 
have read, that the Duke of Bargundy had a Jewel, which was af- 
terwards (old for twenty thouſand Duckets, But Chriſt to a Saint 
is better then filver, and more deſirable then choice gold, mare precicw they 
rubies, yea, than millions of worlds, »6 

When the Athenien Ladics wete boaſting ta Phocion's wite of theig 
Jewels, ſhe told them, My exels arc my Husband Phocion,  Whea 
Alexander 'was asked, where his Treaſure was 3, he ſhewed them his 
Friends. Such a Treaſure is Jeſus Chriſt in the eſtcem of his Spoule, 
his Friends, Chrijt x all in all, 


- +- The pious ſoubis of the-ſame mind with, Fobs:of Alrandria, fir- 


nattied the Almoner z © when at the years end he had given all he had 
left to the'poor, and made even with his Revenues, he looks up to 
Heaven, and thanked God that he had aothing left but his Lord 
zad Maker Jeſus Chritt; ts whom he longed. to flye with unlimed 
and' untangled-wings. The face of none is (0 comely ta the Saints 
eye, the-voice of none is fo lovely to hit ears, the taſte of nehog 
leaſant in his mouth, as Jeſus Chriſt,  X2 ut 


doth-not without cauſe ( when hecomparcs © 


- —— 


— 
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The Dadt ff En EY 


Rom 3.25 * 


- But-che'Chrithaniat tia choice room ay | his Gaul for. the blood vf 
his Saviour--! Hi priſcth the ham tul:Crobs of Ghtik | abowe.. the. 
moſt glorious Qrown of thegrelzelt canthly Potentade ,/ I 


Thus Friend, it would be wich thee heres of thee wert coavarted, 
thou wouldit determiaete know not bing but Jes, Chritk and hiry, 
craciticd, Oute Honcy which theu. wooldh ack out of the Gat>. 


ka(s, rhe death of: «his Lioyof theTribe.of. 
-'When thou hJuldeſt conlider; that nl} ome of jclus- Quid. is. 


and 5.9. thatalone whith hath [zticficd Gods Juſticey-pecificd his anger, ju- 


Col. 1.20» 
4eb. 9. 14 
AeV;,1.5,6 


{tified thy perſon, fanRited thy natuze,, cemoyed the curſe of-the 
Ew from ther, and theefrom vhc crermal. wrath of, God; and uwa- 
qychchable tormecnts of Hall, woold ie net be precious blood in thine 
eltvetn>Think of it, what a price thou would {& upon itz but:when 
thou thoutdttin Heaven for ever behold the bleſſed body of Chrii 
thigzng with incompreheofible beauty, far above the brighteſt Che- 
ruby \andconfides, ragevcry vein in that 'body blcd to bring thee 
to:glory 3 when chu & ſet thauſands and millions in'match- 
le(sand cndicis burnings, from which thou wert-d. lvcredgand be- 
hold thy body made far more g'orious than the Sun in his high: 
noo 4ttire, and thy ſoul tilled brim-full with unſpeakable joy;nay, 
every part of thy body and {oul enlarged tothe utmoſt, and fully. 
fatithied with-uncongeivable delight, and:chou (houldii be cootident- 
ard aſſured rortnjoy this for ever 5 and khowclearly.all this to be 
the'txavcl of Ciritis:ſovl,;and the fruitof his blood: Friend, tricnd, 
what thoughts wilt thou hove ob the'blood of 'Chriſt! Surely *cwill 
Uvprecioa&blood indeed, chou wouldft have other manner of thoughts. 
of him that came by.watcr and blood, than thou cver hadſt here 
below. 
11> The ance) Grunt Redemption will be the menter of the Saints Come 
in -preat ſubject of their etcrnil admiration. Their de- 
trvery ftom Sin, Satan, Wrath, aud-Hell., into 4 late of Liberty, 
Love.Grate, and Salvation, by.the blood of Jeſus, will @l. their 
exose and hearts. with wonder, love, and yoy for cver. 

'- Mi'the Voices thert ſhalbſing this Song, and. all;the Violgthere 
wt {ſet to —_— roar wrt toke So rye For , 41d. £0 
vp &h the Seals 2 / for r 89 out 
of every 'Kinedr ed, and Tongue, and Nation; and hoſt made ws unto owr Gyd 

rawd Prieſts. Andi bebeld; end 1 beard the. voice of many Angels 


Frm hrrwts, Throne, andthe Beafts, and tb 2646 the nnmber 
"uf \ inibrjant and nn ft 
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tera, and thawthar di 


end! 7 _— CET OREN , voy X 
- It: the Queen of Sheba when ſhe beheld the Wiſdom and Mag- 
nificenct of Solowwn, was bo 1ranſported!, that there! remained 'no 
more ſpirit in her 3. how-imali thine heart be tranſported ta ſee the 
lvee and gory of the trac Salmo, who wept, and bicd, and lived, 
- Fourthly:, Thou ſronldit kpow whartGod is ; and cruly this wauld 
be no ſmall patt of 'thy felicicy : Kuowledg is the excdlency ofa 
man,and differenccth Him from a Brute, Divine knowiedg js the 
exccllencyof's Chrittan , ;and- differenceth him froma Heathen; 
The knowtcdg of hamanthings hath 'beeo $© CIEIRE 'by 
fomcof the Heathen; that they have protfetl they ld:give their 
whole 'ERtates to enjoy their Books -withput  jgterruption © What 
then'is the'/knowlodg of Divinethings worth! Ariftozle ſaith, That 
a little knowledg of heavenly things; : though bur conjectural , is 
better than much certain knowledy of earthly things : +» what chen 
is che knowledg of 'the:God of Heaven wort! [Fhe exccllengy of 
the objec doth.much-dignihe- the ad:-. . | 
In this world thou canit ſee bue 4llietle of him, thy fight is fo 
weak: but thee< thou thould(t ſee him & be:i44-1: Joh. 3.3- Now the 
Chriſtian rather '{teth and knoweth God axhe'is nat, than as he js 3 
we deſcribe him (for-indecd he is mhaitcly above all d<haitians) by 
way of negation,/to be a Spirit, Intinite,'Ulnchangeabic;, and the 
like 3 which particulars tell us what God isnor. | He is a Spirit,chat- 
is, a'Bceing withouta body; tor God -is not a 'Spirit as the ſou's of 
Mecn aod as Angels are3:Þ m2an, not of :{uch.a {ubitance. She Spirit 
of Godin thitexpreſhon; Ged# a Spirit, Joh, 4.7 coudeſcendeth: to 
ouricapacities,becauſe we artnotableto. conc ave of the nature of 
the bleſſed-God as hetisin himſelf: theretore the Holy Ghoſt doth 
ſpeak-of -God bythemolt cxecllent/Beeings which our uoderftand- 
ings reath;as Spirits arezfor God is queſiioniets ſuch a Spirttual Bee- 
ing, avis arboverthe moſt enlarged underſtanding. Bctides, we arc 
fo bd pitioned-wirth fleſh, :thatwe know! bur; lictle ; ya 
vey littlevF our own Spirits, much lefs.what a Spirit:God is. But 


there thou'ſtiuldfs (if converted) know hiom-tully zthy undcriiand- 


Sbe enlarged and fatisficd. 


ing/ſhoul 
' Fhole ſcaleswhich a ——_— thine intelſectoal eye,thould 


nponeauth in-the glais « 


158; 


The, Deow of Saloutian opened 


ob his Goſpel, ſhould&@ chen |ſce bins Fuce 0: face 3 as the Fun dothrby. 
hisbcamsand co. aq (qenlightcn the eye andthe air, that' we 
fee thereby nor only other creatures, but its own moſt gloxious Bo+ 
dy : {o-God would by the' beams and beauty of his Majcky fe irta- 
diate thy mind, that thou ſhouldſt fect both :the:-cornclinels: of bis 

creatures; andithp brightnebs of hisown-becing,, 12/1 >! 365 44 5 

Thou ſhouldttknqow;the:great myſtery uf? the Trinity, the love 
of the Father, the wiſdom of the Sow, the:{weet fellowibip- of the 
Holy Gboft. That Riddle which now puzlteth thee , ſhould. there be 
untolded ; thou thouldſi know how the Father begat the Son, how 
the Spirit proceeded ttom Father and Son, andthe difference -be« 
tween the generationiof the Son, and proceſſionof - the Spirit, -_ 

' Thowſhouldfiknow God 1n the unity;of his Natuge ; mow the 
Saints know him moſt by his Actributes, which indeed differ nog 
all from his becing they are but different manifeſtations obone in» 
divided cfſence, and diſtinguiſhed by us for our better underſtand- 
ing of the:Divine Nature ; but they are all the ſam in him, and in 
themiclves, and then we thall know tf. 


Toh.14,20 Tho ſhouldſtknow the Hypoſtetics! Union , how the Son of God 


became the Son of Man; that wonder of wonders, Emanuel, God 
wi:b ws, God ang Man in one Perſon would b:clearly (ccn;all choſe 
knots would be unticd; thou ſhouldit chen plough with Gods Hei- 
ter, an {urd-r{taud all his Riddles; thou ſhouldſt know all things in 
God that were ro be known ina full manner, in a'large meaſure, to 
thine infinite comfort and contenr. Thou ſhouldit know all this, 
and far more, for thy good. : 

It a lietle knowledg of God here be fo pl:alant to the foul, 


Pſa.ig;rothough it be but a glimpſe of him in the dawning of, the mornings 


what (atisfaQion will the compleat knowicdg of him yeeld, to fcc 
that Sun at noon-day | If it be life eternal ta know God and Jeſus 
"\Chrilt imperkefqly, what will itbe to know them perfeQly, and to 
as to enjoy them fully ! Surely fuch inſtruction will be betecr than 
filver, and ſuch knowledg than choice gold ; this wiſdom: is better 
than rubies, and all that thou canft defire, is not to be componed (0 it. - 
How wuch have manywaſtcd their wealth, dried theis brgios, 
maceratedtheir bodies for alittle knowledg of Nuare which when 
they had gone to their utmoſt, could not fatisfie them! they might 
as ſoon have broke their necks as their fatis by ſuch knowledg 4 4 
of what ineſtimable value is the knowledg of the God of Natare, is 
the knowledg of him-in Chuilt hege 1 and O, of what ingompara- 
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ble-worth will is be to! kwow aims ws we are: kyerne of -birn4 £6. {ec Him 
face $o-face-!! This: will be wichout queſtion the :deatifical, Vi 


; Fifthly-, Theu ſhould know the extent ard. truth of of the pro- 
miſes inthe word which concern tby welfare in the @her world. How v4- 
rious aud how precious are the promiſes which: relate. to Heaven | 
God iſeth-his children (ſac has areborn of: him ) large porti- 
ons 'when they ſhall come to age, wats the meaſatre'f the flatwre of the 
fmlneſs of Chrif. And thou thouldfi then find that God will make 
his word to atittte. He promiſeth, Thet they ſhellreft from their 
labotwts, andtbeir works ſpall follow them. That they ſo:l{ be before the 
throne, and ferve bim day and mght in bis Temple, and be that fitteth on 
thi Throne: ſhall dwell among them. T hat they ſhall bunger no more, nor 
thirft anymore; neitber ſhall the Sun light on them, nor any beat. For the 
Lamb, which is in the midi, of the Throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhal lead 
them untd living fountains of waters, and God ſhall wipe. away all tears 
from their eyes, Rev.7.3. uit. He promileth , that they ſhall be with 
Chrift 'wbere be is, and bebold barglory, Joh. 17. 24 That they (hall be 
cleatbed in white raiment , and not blotted ont of tbe book, of life , but 
conteffed before the Fathet and the holy Angels, Kev.2,7,11. & 3-55 
Chriſt promiſeth, Him tht overcometb will Imaky a pillar in tbe temple 
of my God, and be ſball go no:more out; and I will write upon bim the 
nane-of my God, "and tbe name of the City of my God, which # New Fe- 
ruſalem 51and I will write upon bim.my. new nome; Rev. 3, 12. That 
they-which overcome,” ſbel fit down with bim ou bis Throne, cven 45 be 
bath overcom:, and is ſet down with bis Father on bis Throne, Rev.3.21. 
Look Pal. 16; alt;\ and 17. wit, Row.8.18 2'Cor.5.1. 't Cor, 13. «2. 
Matth.a8.41. 1Pet.-1.4.: Phil,3.21. 1:Theſc4.2. #lt, 1: Fobn 3.2 Epb. 
$; 25,26, "244 | 
All theſc Promiſes, and wany more, ſhall be fully: accomp'iſhed, 
There ſhall not one good thing of all that:the Lord hath ſpoken,be 
unfulfilled. The expeRation of the Promiſes hath filled ſeveral of 
Gods Children with catafies and raviſhments of ſpirit 3 . what joy 


- then will-che poſſeſſion of them bring? The veryithought of a pro- 
. miſc hath.made them, like Leviatbox, 30 laugh at the ſhakjng of ſpears, 


at the threatning of their adverſariesz.nay, to kifs.ftakes, and {mile 
at ire and fagets,” O then what will the pexformance be! The pro- 
miſes are large:;. but our ſtrajtned minds cannot underſtand. their 


breadth ;-but then happy experience ſhall ecach ,us thei tull Lati- 
” tudc p.they. 


py , 
»T#6.h 


are;nom\like bones which haye the (weatelt meat pron 
| _ themy) 
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"The Doe of Saloationopaned © 


gs Toi pr ve 3 We nr mann TY pe es ablc bore 
to pitl-voncledn, norto-fuckout half the marrawy but theo we 
ſhall taſte and enjoy every thing in them. Now when we read of 
drihkig of tWevivdnof-Gods plcafures; of dufclling in, highouſc, 
- Kmnigdom, und'Fironcs, and Sceptess, and Palms;and:Groawns 
, andreignidg with-Chrilt foriever and cycr,our hearts arc 
y.cv faint, ay! themews of his Sons honour in, Egypr; and 
as dhe Queen of Bbebdrarthtnows 4 Solomen's wiſdom, believcd-it 
-not 4 to we : : What; God look wpin :{ucb funky of fin, ſuch kryhs Fo 
Bs we are, ind makg dnt wile bodzes likg nnt6 3be glorious body 
and our fouls like »n#0 buricſſed Ad ajefty; in bolineſs,, beatty, ba 
light | O what are we, \tptl mtbat\ our fathirrboufes, that Gid. 
any thing for ws | AS Feridins, whikn Mlekander promiled tus Daughter 
fifty Talents for her portion, crycth, *twas too much, ten were ſufh- 
cient. And when David ſetit to take Abigal to wite , he wondred at 
it, ſhe<ounted it-an honour to waſh'the feet of bis lexvants, * T'was 
roo muchito be his Wife; '$o-- we 'cannot but -ceunt it a favnur to 
wait upon his ſervants, to be his door-kcepers, and {tand without; 
tis too muck we chink ro-be married to Chiitt-the eternal \Sou. of 
God, and to dwell io the Houſe of the Lord tor ever. We can 
hardly -be perſwaded that + God witl thus \dignitic ſuch worth» 
leſs worms, but then ſceing and enjoying, will be believing 3, then 
we ſhall ſay, Is was « rxe repors which 4 beard imube lower world, what 
God would to for poor ereaturesin beaven ; bowbcis 4 believed not till 
came, «nd mine eyes bave ſeen it, and bebold tbe helf was uot tald.me, my 
glory #nd joy exterdeth the fame which I beard. 

Sixthly, Thox ſhouldſft enjoy all the fore-mentioned good things (and 
more than I ean ſpeak, or tbouubink,) without intermiſſion, interrupti- 
on, an for ever. The good things of this life are intermitted, part- 
ly by contrary and evil 'things,”as ous hcalth, Joſt by Gckneſs , our 
wealth by want ; partly by nectflary diverhons, / the body: muli 
have ſleep, and then we loſe the comfort of the creatures: but there 
thy day of comfort (heuld never be:overcaſi, for ol: tears will be wi- 
ped from thine eyer,/and thy fruitiotvot. God: ſhould be without in- 
termilſion z thou ſhouldſi. ever fiind an his prefence,.and behbbid bis 
face ; thou ſhouldſi eperberith ode ford, un Tha; 4116 + Hadftthou 
here a confluence of a{lortforrs, yeebecaule thy life is ſhort , thy 


joy could not be long ;but there thy4ife Et 
and __ joy therefore oip ppl na I will ſee cams 2y 
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| / Eterfity will perfeR thy felicity indeed: It is a boundleſs durati- 


on; without intermiſtion.and end. Suppoſe that. all the vaſt fpace 
betweeh Heaven and/Earth were hlled with Sand, and once every 


Ten thouſand years a Bird came and carricd away acrumb in her 


bill, what a long while would.it be before this valt heap would be 
carried quitc away ! But ſuppole after the Bird had done thar,, it 
iwas to' come every ten thouſand years, and take one drop of water 


out of :the'Sea, what a while: would it be before it could empty the 


Occan! But afteriall this thou ſhould have as long to continue in 
thy joy and delights, as at thy firſt entring into Heaven, 
+» If thou ſhouldſi have but one glimpſe of God as he was palling b 
thee (as Mofer had), it were a happineſs beyond all that this wor! 
can give thee; but thou ſhalt there not have a tranſient view , but 2 
ermanens vifiow of God; thy God would not pals by, but ftend fil, 
that thou ſhouldſt never loſe the fight of him, When the objet 
would be ſo lovely , and the at (o laſting, would not thy ſpirit be 
cheerful & lively !. As the damned ſhall bs without, all hope ever t9 
be releaſed of their pains;ſo thou thould(t be without all. fear evex tg 
be deprived cf thy pleaſures.O- who wauld not (erve {ych a Maſter, 
that giveth after poor imperfect works dong for bim, ſuch infinite, 
eternal reward;\ *tis bottomleſs love indeed which giveth ſuch a bound- 
leſs life. 

Thus, Reader, I have given thee a taſte of that, of which thou (ii 
regenerated) ſhould have-a full draught. Whilſt thou continue in 
this world,thou ſhouldlt be a bleſſed toul, bleſſed in thy body,in thy 
ſoul, in'thy calling,eftate, relations,children,and name. All the pro- 
vidences of God ſhould be profitable to thee; in all thy performances 
thou ſhouldſt be acceptable toGod, all the ordinances of God ſhould 
further thy good 3 the precious promiſes ( one of which cxcels,the 
whole world)fhould all be thy portion. When thou entreſt into the 


other world, thou ſhouldſi be a glorious Saintzthou ſhould be per- * 


fetly holy,and jnfinitely happy in the knowledg of the bleſſed God, 
In finding the incomparable truics of Chriſis blood, and in cxpericn- 
cing the extent and certainty of Gods promiſgs z and thou ſhouldit 
enjoy all this not for 2 year, Qran agez. ox fox a million of ages, 
but for ever,/ever, ever, Nuw what Gy thou to this ſubje& of con- 
hdcration? Hai thou not unſpeakable. cauſe, by an hearty marriage, 
to cloſe withahe Son uf God,and accept him tos thy Lord and Hal- 
bandywhen he offereth ſuch matchleſs.priviledges here, and ſuch an 

yenly Joyntiire hereafter þ G__ Lord, is ttpolhble tor man 
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Lanrent, 


be ſuch an enemy to his ſouly 45 to Regie ack: greet Satvation ! 
W hat an hard tone is the heart of than;-that nather muſery; nox 
mercy can moveit ! Ah Friend, thou art bewitched indeed; new 
ther the wonderful wo of the unregenerate , nor the unheard-Gf 
weal of the regenerate can prevail witly thee, + tv... 

But before thou readeſt farther, make's pavle, and conlider what 


is included in theſe two ſubje@&s of conlidetation./Dhe Heathen tell 


us, that ſuch as cannot be per{ſwaded'by proti or Jiſprotit ; are un« 
perſwadable. Think of it, here is the greateſt advantage irhagina- 
ble, if thou wilt turn to Chriſt, Here is the greateſt damage con- 
ccivable, if thou continueſt in thine ungodly courle; ſurely chog/are 
reſolved upon thine eterma}tuin, or fuch reaſons as theft are will 
reform thee. | | x 
Ponder this ſcrioufly 3, if thou refuleſt the Lord Jeſus as thy S4- 
viour and Sovetaign, thou art a curfed damned ſinner, if thou ac- 
cepteſt him, thou art a blefſed, ſaved creature, In the one Scale there 
is Hell, in the other Scale there is Heaven; upon the turding of ci- 
ther, is the turning of thy precious ſoul, its making or marring - for 
ever, If thou wilt not embrace Chriſt upon his owniconditions, thy 
foul is loſt;O the loſs of aſfoxl ! thy God, thy Heavenis loſty O:the loſs 
of a God! no eye ever ſaw greater loſſes; all other loſſes are nothi 
to.theſe; if thou doſt, thy foul Is ſaved; bow ſwee tis that word pgs 
Thy God,thy Heaven is gained: © the gain of a God! Hoi fayoury 
is that ſentence ! read it again, If thou takeſt Chriſt, thy Ged is 
gained, Doſt thou know-what is included in the gain of a God? ao, 
nor all the men on earth, nor all the Saints and Angels in Heaven ; 
there never was ſuch a gain before it, nor ever ſhall be after it; Ah, 
who would not wade through thick and thin for ſuch a gain ! What 
fait chou?ſhall not things of ſuch concernment as theicare,ftir thee? 
It is reported of Adrianu an Officer under Maxaminianis the Ty», 


S*r.in vierant, that beholding the conſtancy of the Martyrs,he was carneſt to 


know what it was which carried them through with ſo much-cous 
rage, One of them (there bcing twoand twentyat that time undeg 
the rotmentors hands, an{wered , Eye bath wor ſeent,jenr bath nos 
beard, neither hath it ovitr edigto the bears of max ta conceive whasGad 
bath prepared for vhem'that love bim, 1'Cor-2.9. Upon the hearing of 
which words Adrify'was converted, andiſcaled the trath-with his 
blood, Thou haft heard mach more concerning the happineſs ofthe 
Saints 11 the other world; than one 'Verſe of Scripture 3-how- art 
thoutakea with i@-Doth the joy.thers nothing afle@&4hiine: beare; 

NOT : 
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x calarge it io ſalleys out after it? O that joy, tht glory, that bouſe,' 

bat-cternel beaver were mine | doth it nothing 'teſolve thee againſt 
n, and far'Chriſt? Anſwer God in thy Conlcience. 

Some write, that forty one of Alexander's Friends drunk them- 
ſclves dead for a crown of gold ofone hundred cighty poundwright, 
which the Kiag had provided for them which drank m-i{t. God of- 
fcreth thee a Crown of glory,uot corruptible, as filver and gold are, 
but eternal; art not thou aſhamed that thoſe ſwaggerers ſhouldcur- 
ſedly loſe their lives and fouls for a fading Crown, when thou wilt 
not leave thy luits, thy fins, for an ever-flouriſhing Crown of 
Glory ! 

a bethink thy (elf whilt thou haſt time, and do not as pro- 
phane Eſas, prefer thy meſs of pottage before theſe ſpiritual privi- 
ledges, and the eternal purchafe. Cleopatra, the Egyptian Princefs, 
told Marcw Antonine ( when ſhe ſaw him (pending his time vainly 
and mcanly, much below the quality of a Prince), It # not for you 
to fiſh for Gudgeons or Trouts, but for Towns, and Cities, and Caſtles, 
and Kingdoms. So (ay I to thee, It is not for thee to lie ſpending thy 
time, and firength, and beating thine head and hcart for an hoard 
of duſt; or an heap of earth ( which ſhall ſhortly take its eternal 
leave of- thee); but for ſpiritual riches, for durable riches and righte- 
onſneſs ; it's nok for thee to bulic thy (cif about toys and trifles, but 
about the Image of God , the Blood of Chriſt , the Covenant of 
Grace, the Kingdom of Heaven, the eternal weight of Glory; O 
theſe are worthy of all thy thoughts, and words, and actions, of 
all thy time, and ſtrength, and health ; of all thy name and cate, 
and intereſt whatſoever. 

Lf thou art a rational creature, let reaſon prevail with thee, and 


ſhew thy:(elf a man of underſtanding. It was the cultom formerly ,,, 
in; Exglavd, to-try one that wasbcg'd for a Fool, in this manner: An Court of 
Applc ora Counter, with a piece ot Gold, was ſet betore him; if he Wards 
take the Applc or the Counter, he is caſt for a Fool inthe judgment 4nd Liv. 


of the Courc, as.one that knoweth not the true valueof things, or 
how to make choice of what was beſt for him. Trily thus it is with 
thee. God ſetteth before thee the Counters and carnal Comforts of 
this World; the truc Gold and unutterable Happineſs of the other 
World; nay, he layeth before thee the eternal pains of Hell, and 
the cternal pleaſures of Heaven, to try which thou wilt take: now 
if thou wile take a poor portion below , and leave the purchaſed 
poſſeſſion above; if thou wile (to abide in thy Gnſual tuſts)chuſe the 
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The Door of Salvation opened. ; 


ets Ba 


torments of Hell, and refuſe(by:not fubmirting to the rule of —_—_ 
the 3oys of Heaven,art thou nota fool in.grain# furcly.the devit will * 
beg thee for a Fool for ever; therefore ſheow-thy'(elf 'wiſeby chufing* 
that which is of greateſt wor2b. I call beaven and earth torecovd this day 


againſt thee, tbat I bave ſet before thee life and death, bleſſing and-curſung,' 
> aa. chuſe life, that both tbau and thy. ſeed may live, 'Deat. 30.19. 
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C H A P. XIV. 
- The third Subjed of conſideration, The Excellency of, Regeneration, 


Hirdly, Confider the execllency of . that which the Lord requireth of 
thee, for the avoiding of that eaſleſt, endleſs miſery of the damned, 

and the attaining the unſpeakable and unchangeable felicity of tbe. ſaved. 
Reader, I pray thee. ſpeak to God ia thine heart, and cel] him. 
what is'the reaſon thon art ſo willing togo to Hell; and ſo unwil- 
ling to go to Heaven; Sure I am, as thou art alivingereature(much 
more as a rational man )' thou' haſt» a natural 'inchnation and pro- 
penſity towards thine own good and felicity., and therefore thou 
canlt not love Hell directly, as it is forturing and whacking of thy- 
{oul and body; though thou doſt love it eventually,as 'cis the xnd of 
thy Helkly ungod!y like. Well, Fle undertake for once to dive into 
thine heart, and tell thee the reaſon ob thy backwardnefs towards 
Heaven, and thy forwardanefs for Hell. The zeafon is. this ,” thou 
lookeſt on the power of godlinels as diſtaſtful to thy. ficſh, or dit» 
graceful to thy. name the yoke of Chriſt is too tric; *cis not the 
End that diſpleaſeth thee (thou cquldti-contentedly be happy )bat: 
"fis thenarrowneſs of the way, arid the ftraitneſs.of the gate,'; with: 
which thou art diſſatisfied 3 *rwill not afford thee room enough for 
thy beloved luſts ; isit- not (o? Let Conſcience ſprak. Well; Hhope: 
by the help.ot God to make thye of another mind, when thou haſt 
throughly read this Head whick! Lam-now writing of. 31-1: 444 
[t is the ſaying of Plato, That if Moral Philoſophy could be ſeen with 
moral eyes, it would draw. all mens bearts after it} Sure; lure I amy thac 
if, Regeneration, ox the Divine Nature were ſeen with divine'cycs; 
*rwould draw-mens hearts, and heads, and hands, and all after- it 2 
All that ever fixuck at it, did it in. the dark; They ſpeke evil of #bings 


mich they Knew Mohe ,. | 
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"Reader, what is thar which'Gol requirerh of thee?" is ie'ugt to. 


ledve'thy {levery to 'Satan}''thy. bojidige to Go, 'and' to accept 


arid enjoy the' glorious liberty 'of the Sont of God? Is it not that , 


thou ſhouldft be"Yivorced from fin, that miſhapen monſter, and 
ſpawn of the Devil, whoſe perſþp is deformed, whoſe company is 


defiling;,and whoſe portion i5dimnation'; and thit thu thouldſi be' 


mbrried'to Jeſus Chriſt, the faiveſt of ten thouſuns,the bit of all things, 
who wotild'adorn thee with the Jewels of his graces, beautihic thee 


with-the Imbroideryof his Spirit, waſh thee'with his own blood, 


array thee with his own righteouſnels, and, preſent thee to his ta- 
cher- without" pot," to be bleſſed in his'full immediate enjoyment 
for. ever? Is'it not that thou ſhouldſt ceaſe thy drudgery” to Hells 
Jaylor, live above the periſhing profits, brutith pleaſures, empty 
honours of the world and fleſh, and that thou ſhoaldit walk sfter tbe 
ke walk with God, warm thine beart at the flame of big love, batbe 
t 

thy babitation tbere bereafter, 1s not this, Man, the futri and ſub- 
ſtance of what the Lord 'requireth of thee and art thoa not ſhreud- 
ly hart ?- would'not-theſe things exceedingly injure thee ?: Is not 
God a hard Miſter to defire ſach things of thee ? Ah, didft thou but 
know:the worth-of thein, hadſt thou ever beheld their excellency , 
or taſted the cotntorts which is in them, thou wouldſt frorn this 
lower world; wigh all its pomp, and pride, and pleaſures, for rhem, 


ind befool thy: felf-ts purpoſe for, ever. refuling or vegleRing 
» WY | 1 i ' 


them; 

: T ſhall endeavour, in: fone "few particulars,” to ſhew thee the 
worth and exeellency of« that to which'thou art fo unwilling, and 
pollibly thou mayli thereby be convinced of thy madnels and folly, 
in'ſticking at that which would be rhinc honour and felicity. Pliny 
faith, thar arr exaQ face can never be drawn but with much difad- 
vantege. Without doubr, Regeneration, or the'new Creation, can 
neither be admired, nor declared by any, no, nor by all the Saints 
onearth, according toits worth ; Iris the beiuty, glory, and won- 
der of 'Saints and Angels in Heaven; 


' Firſt, Regeneration is the Image of God, who i$an infinite and, 


moſt pts good: Here, ftiend, at firſt flight I ſoar high. One 
would think, if T ſhould ſpeak no more in commendation df ir, here. 
is enough'to raviſh thine-heart with admiring it for eyer 5, it is the 
picture of Gods own perfections. . Pt on the new man, which after 
God ir created inf righteonſiteſe and tti6e bolineſs Eph, 4 24. ASit is the 
ML : [ ES {arms 


foul in Angelical delights, bave tby converſation in Heaven bere, and. 


-- 


166 ' The Der of Salvation opened 
— © Fafne light flat ſhinah forth in the morning, which ſhincch forth 
50 't eBody of the Sun Tn is eridian, ſo its, the {ame holine(s: 
that ſbineth ig its degrees inthe: Chriſtian, which ſhincth in per» 
Aeb. 1.3-{,Fijon in God, Regeneration would make thee pure, as God is pmres” 
Rom 5. Gods will is the rule, and his vature thepattern of the Saints holi- 
nels, The coin hath the Image, and Impreſſion of the King, Chaiſt.ig, 
the expreſs Image of his Fathers perſon,and the Saints are conformable $9 
Mr. Bal 1b; Tmage of bis, Son.. The Church is Chriſt unfolded, Chriſt is not- 
b monſter, the head and members are homogeneal, like to each 
" other, | - PIE 
By Reaſon mox excelletb be on by bolinef. £ be excelletb bimſelf, wferior 
Res the «Angels in ; dag and made likg unto the Lord, as far 3 a 
er eature may be to bis Creator. 


. 


' Now. how excellent is the Image of God! the piture of a King. 
is eſteemed, and valued at an high rate 3 .but. what is the Picture of 
a God ! Some fay that the naked body of man was (o-glorious in 
his Eſtate of Innacency, that all the Beaſts of the Field admircd it, 
and thereupon did homage to him. ' O how beautiful and. glorious 
is his ſoul become by Regeneration, the Image of God, that both 
Saints, Angels, and |c(us Chriſt, are taken with it, and wonder at 
it! He that would not hear when the Diſciples were ſpeaking and. 
wondring at the buildings of the material Temple, but contemned 
it, did both hear, ſee, and admire,” at one picce,pf this ſpiritual 
Temple; when Jeſus heard the Centurigns words, be marvelled and 
ſaid to them that followed bim, I bave not found ſo _ faith, no net 
in Iſrael, Mat.8. 10, 15, and 28, Nay Chriſt is {o,taken with it, 
that his heart is raviſked and loſt with it, he, is bebegrted with it; 
Cant. 4.9, 10, _- | 

It is obſervable, that the blefled God. after eyery days work ia 
the creation of the world, takes a view of what he had made 3 he 
.Gen- 1, ſaw it wa good; but when he had made man the. lixth day, after his 
own Image, and then took a review of his works, and ſaw every thing 
that he had made, behold it was very good, or extream good. So.good 
that it cauſed delight and complacency in Gud, ang gallied for wans 
der and. cantemplation from:man,z Beboldit was wery goods, no. doubt 
but the making of man ſo noblg,and boly, did «beve all the vidtble 
creatures, ſo at the heart of God, that he liked the houſe much 
the better, becauſe of (o rare an tnbabitant which he had-made to 
dwell init. Therefore when he had made mag, he made no more, 
man being (0 fair a piece, ſuch curious workmanſhip, wages 
ite 


E453 "hy the Ken of Eigencr ation. 


wy 


- Gi: God W@HVEE t6 reltdn® Beligit) in him. (SH whtn he eenterb 


- wſtqul 58 Cbiift Feflet unto yood works, pb: 240: he'yejoycethr over 
- h#-t1290406 ipwith-execedmng joy, and refteth im bis love, 
Epb, 3- 17. But when he (hall finiſh his new creation (for: he will 
print inans holinefs-i1 the' ſecond edition ina larger'letrer, and 
Fave thatiter, thin it'was at Hrſt Fand being it forth in the other 
world, *will intinitely ſurpaſs the ſtately fabrick of heaven and 
tarth- And O how, how will retake, notonly perfect prits, bur 
even the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh ! Friend, can that be leſs 
then eminently excellent, which «doth thus raviſh the heart of 
Gat himſelf with'admiration at it, and affcion to it ! Would this 
tend:t9 thy Jiſhonour of diſadvantage, to be made like unto him, 
who is the Foundation and-Ocecan 6+ all exccllencies- and perfe- 


Gions? 


Secondly, Regeneration is the deftraGion of fin tbe greateſt evil , Contraria 


therefore it muſt needs be excellent ; Contraries put together will J**'4 ſe 


illuftrate one another ; the baſeneſs and lostbſomneſs of ſin, will be @ good Lie, ; 
I A 


foil to.ſet off the beauty and lovelineſs of Grace, For which cauſe 
thall {peak the more to the filthinels of fin : For as the better any 
good 15, the more excellent it is to be full of it : So the worſe 
any evil is, the more excellent it is to be free trom-Jit, Belides, dy- 
wg to fin, being one eſſential part of Regeneration, I (hall not at 
all digrel(s. 

Now, Sin is the greateſt evilin the world ; there: was none like 
it before it, nor ever ſhall be afterit. Tins Brat of the Devil is 
vile and abominablr, that it is very hard to find out a name ſutable 
to its ugly nature. Thoſe terms by which it is called, of leprofie, ſpot, 
AMague, vomit, mire, ſcum, wlcers, ies, dead carkgſs, exhalation from a 

grave, the veſſel into-which nature emptietb it ſelf, filtbineſr, ſuper fluaity 
of - naughtineſ7, tbe pollution of a new-born Infant, and many more , 


theſealkcome' far ſhort of ſhewing the peyſonous evil which is-in . 


fin : Therefore the Apoſtle, when he chrittens this child of difo- 
bedience (callsit by its ſirname, That fix by the commandment might 
exceeding ſinful, Rom. 7.13. The Apoſtle there doth dif- 
caarge the Law, and charge all upon his-own luft, which by - the 
commandment" takes occation' ( as water at a Bridg that ſtops 
and hinders it:) to rage- the more 3 ,or poſlibly as a foul face by a 
glaſs; ſo in by.the commandment appeared to beexceeding fantul. 
Mark, the Apotie doth not ſay, that tin by the glaſs of the Law ap- 
pearcd to be exceeding foul .and filthy; os cacecding deformed __ 
ug'fs 


caus, 


—_ =r”— 


.- 263 The .Door of Salvation. opened 
. uglys or exexeding hellich ox devilith, but cxoceding finka);) tþip in- 
. cludes allthem and —— Had he Rudiedathonled years 
for a name. he could ngt haye called it by s worſe. name than its 
own, furfwl fin. Figs "1 1: aw 3. 37 
Lsther faith, that could a man but ſce perfeRly the evil of. his 
fins on: earth, ; it wouldcbc;an Hill co.bim 4. (ugh a frighttal ugly 


mogſer is fin. ; ' vigil 99 WKTETENT Mliow 
| Look on fin which-wayithan wilt, and it is exceeding ſurful, the 
evil .ot evils, MN; | 
Take-it in its nature, it-is a deviation from Gods Law; a wan- 
dring from his word; a caſting his, Law behiad the back 3; che Law 
is frait, fin is crookedneſs, Pſal.:125. 5. The Law.is holy, fin'is de- 
_ filement, Rom, 9.12. 2: Cor,7,1. The Law is juft, fin is wrrighteouſueſs, 
1 Fob. 1.7. The Law is liberty, fin is bondage, Fam, 3, 3, 11. 2 Tim. 
2, 26. Sin is.@ defacing of Gods Image, it blots and blurs that fair 
and beautiful writing 3 not only meritoriouſly, as it provokes. God 
Numb. 15. to withdraw his Grace but phylically,as one Contrary expels anp- 
2 om. 2, (her; Herebyit diſhonouxs Gods narve, and reproacheth his M#- 
23,24, Jelty + for what greater diſgrace can be done to a Prince, than to 
2 Sam. 12, tread his orders under foot, and tear and {cratch, and-deface his 
12, picture! ; 
Lev. 22: Nay, its a defying and fighting againſt God, a walking contrary to 
ae 7 bim, a daring of him ; it is enmity againſt him, loathing him, 
Rom. 8.7 hatred of him, contraticty to him 3- it is agaialt his. Soveraignty, 
- Kom. 1. and (vis rebellion; againſt his mercy, and fo isunkindneſs; againit 
30. his juſtice, and:fo is unrighteouſne(s 3 againſt his wiſdom, and fo is 
x Sam-15 folly; againſt his will,and ſo'is tubbornneſs. Were it ſtrong enough, 
"4 ' 2, it would ungod him ; were the finners power according to his cor- 
Rom. 6, £upt heart, he would pluck God out of Heaven.. 1 would I were above 
16, God, ſaith Spira. When. the body of finis nailed as a Thiet on the 
Pſal.z4. 1, Croſs, yet even then it will-rage ( as he) and ſpit out poiſon 
Omwe Per” againſt Heaven. 31 | 
decidum, Reader, Canſt thou find in' thine heart: to: hug and embrace 
ſuch a Traytor againſt the gracious and. blefled God! To 'ftretsb 
Vid. Car. . ot thine hand ageinftGod: (as every {inner doth.) .and ftrengthen tby 


bs | gs ſelf againſt the Almighty Job 25, 25. Stretch: oug/ thine bond. aginſt 
poſe, God! \No'man ſhould lift:wp: a word againſt-God-z 'our mouths 


ſhould ſhew forth his praiſe. Stretch out thine hayd againſt God:' 
no man ſhould-lift up a thought againſt God'z our meditations of 
him, ſhould be for him, . . Seretch cut thine bgud agaiuſt God |:;ouery 
v7 . man 


> _ 
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man.thould bow Jown and worſhip before God, and be ſatisfied 

in_ what over he ſaith and doth, Srretak ove thine band ageinft God ! 

thou arrþomnd/ toftrerch out thine heart, and hand, and tongue, 

to think, and ſpeak, and a&, and ail for God, and all little c- 
4 g , , 


Take fiwinis of, and what evil is like it ? it is the cauſe of all 


other evils; - Dot chou confider-the emptineſs, vanity and vexa» Ecclel. 1, 


tion in the creatures? the Heavens tighting againlt man, the earth 3* 
mg thorns'and brizrs3/ the diſeaſes in mens bodies, the bur- 
ning Feavcy,' watery Dropbe, aking Tecth, runuiag Gout, wrac- 
ing Stone, refting Collick, the quiveriag Lips, trembling Loins, 
gafily looks-of dying mer 4 'the horrors of Conſcicace, flaſhes of 
theinferna) Fire; curſes of the Law, wrath of God, corments of 
Hell, alli chefe are the fruits of Sin. All miſery calleth fin mother 
this is'theroot of bizterweſs upon which they grow 3 the wages of fin 
is death, Rom. 6. 2r, »/t. and 5. 12. that; big-bellied word Death 
hath all theſe wotul brats ir-its belly, and Sin-45 the Father that be- 
gat thers : Sia turned Adam out of Paradiſe, Angels into Devils, 
Sodom and Gomorrah into aſhes,” flouriſhing Famihes, Cities, King» 
doms into ruinous heaps : Sin ſhuts Heaven againk- man, laid the 
Foundation of that dark Vault of Hcll 3 Sin kindled the Fire 
of Hellz Sin feeds it with fucl, and will keep ic burning for 
ever'; Oh what an evil'is fin! who would not hate it more than 
Hett1: $2400 ORG! 
Isir good to'play withuch fire as fin is? didſi thou believe fin to 
be the cauſe of all this,thou would never open thy heart or mouth 
more forit. Doſt thou know that as where the effec is good, the 
cauſe js better 3 ſo whicre the effeR is bad, the cauſe is worſe ? Can 
therobe'worlt effects thas eternal ſeparation from God, and (ut- 
fering the'v wecot eternab fire? how badis fin then which is 
the cauſe of KT p5 93603 7110 R421 F119” 
Take lin as a pariifhrrnt, 'und Pris the evil, the «xly evil; there 
isnothiſering like to this, to/be given up toa courſe of tinning.Rea- 


' dex} ralfthecd of continuing an mort ro wrote, ve y pra» 
(4) 


Ricesz it mity be thou haſt been: readyrt kita great | 
toſiwithour-eoutrvle; to runin the Toad of the fleſh; and-to moec 
withn6 wks; top though.thow ere wicked z 1cellthee( and 
think of it the ſ day thou liveſt,for it highly concerneth. thee) 
that the inifinite' Gud never claps a more dreadful curſe ov any man 
or woman on this GdeHell; then to give them vp coin ; _ 
+ z ou 


x70. 
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thould give thee upp ro the Sworn, Famins, ;:wobt paief dials; 


to\thy moſt crucl, potent} andralicious#nePIRAIt0 be reracit/by: 
them at plcaſurt, the fe werenathing to4bis;s t9boegirem upto ons: 


ſin, 'When-God hath uſed his #ods, -ſcourging men, and they will 
not reform, then he takes this ax, and preſently execution follaw-- 


cth; co be delivered up cothiepower of mtnmiyhc the locnf:Gods 


'-" Sons but tg be deljvcredppto-the paioer ot 4in, jis the portion of 


x Cor. 5. 


Rebels . and Reprobates..- 7+ ii ;17 {t S2210!5900 hh 05 0/5 


ON IVIDNR 2 
This is the Ginging whip with which God-paniſheth 


* Ephraim. is. joined to. Idols, therejs his impietycy hut whar grievens 
, oo ſhall he, bave' for. his God»provoking !Idolatry? Lee 


ale, Hol. 4,17. Itis not; will ſeodthe raging e, or 
crucl: famina, os bloody fwordy but he is jayned to bdbls, let. bin: 
aJone z.  will-not; have him dillurbed or moleſted, but) lie (hall 
have: his will, 'though-it prove his everlaſting. wo, Rom, x. 21, 22. 
Pſal. $1.11, 12.: Hiſ. $7116. | + « 4o.22.2 ; lA 
- It isa wo with a witac(s, for God to.let thy, luſts,; like fo many. 
ravenous Lyons looſe upon thee, and. to laykhe-reins-of thy: ſins 
upon thy ownneck. : Wereadof one delivered uptoSatan; yet he 
was ſaved ; but.ncver af any. delivered/up to their fins, but they: 
were damned. : 


Ic was a ſad ſight which Abraham aw, when he beheld Atkes. 


com-with of fir- rained from Heayen upon the Sodomiter.z. but it was aſadder 


4. Cor, 7s 


| he wonid make a.ſ.paration be week aby. ſoul-gnd- 


which Lot bche!d when he ſaw the fire of Hell burning in their beptes,,: 
and: breaking out-j0. thicir.lives;.; and his rightcquszlout was yeatrd 
thercwith.. * 13V 3 F LISF LEN 1G01,7; *} I[« 1719 C51 l 
R-adcr, have a care that-thou never-in thy heart plead rmore for. 
fu z who would open his mouth/for. fuck: a; Mgnticx, . when. there. 
is 20 evil like it ! Doti»Gackofer means ary ay 5 yr ered 
as } 
he defire any thing to thy diſadvantage, when þ 6 od, xy 
give a Billof Divarce'to.fis, -whighais the: fſauecc ph gli:fortows, 
the only.cnemy of; ehy bel friend, the everrbleſk-4,Gad, andto bo 
given up;to:which 3s the. gtcatchi plagns and. puriſhment;on this 
ld. Hyll?: Trl me;{43.m0t regeneratiohiexcellents] which hillech 
ſuch verzmayus ferpuents,, wbich executeth -ſych. tracers, which 
mortilyc}hthcle eeechly,members, and daſherhs.thele brats.of Baby. 
hp nent "lon Apt p IR ck ; hit 
 Tikladlyy the; price. paid. of, this Bear! do! Y. ſpeak its exc 
cslicncy, - Reader, littic-dgfi.thou'think: what xeggocratian:- colt. 


'Ixcll 


1 


Ltbe boundleſs rage ot Devils,aud intionte 

ture,. upon-this very cxrand, toparchale 
ma hication tor poor finncrs. Read and admire, 
gy that ye were. not redeemed with carruppible #b1ngs ,as 
Fn azqu z but Ps. the precians blood 


t /pot,;1, Pete 1,28. 19, 
is LON at "ich at colt. The precious bl.od 


44 yas.) able value, which-rhe Son 
preview: 
TNA CER of, ath,of fio,, and. the life of 
F ya exwent wore than any ouc; in 
hy t 


Y: 15 athex for. the, Sons of men. Ah, 
none = but God an Chiilt, what it coſt tobuy off mans 
dcbrs, and guilt, and to procure a new.itock of hvlipels, tor his 
bit. bankrupt creature, to (ct up with again. Who bis. ows felf 

ur fins id bis 2s Top -n the tret, that we being deag to ha, might live 

F hrcaſnds.” &, 2 24s Had man kept his griginal purnys 


<LI EYu 


ie & 0 WOW 7 
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ng 
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-hs Lord Jcſus might hayc c ſparcd all his paips,, The (econd, Ai Tit. 2.i4. 


| pet wonder) The > Son of) God = 


FRE to ho that jc np man, of which the firlt Ad:maobbce Joh. 107 
. f 


$ rare jewel, 
Aus and Lekis Chriſt looks upon as the full reward of his futfer- 
Irigs. He foot! ſee the travel of bis ſoul, 61d be ſatisfied, Aſa, $3. 44+ 
he truch. Chriſt had,cxccoding hard labous ( the Greck/ta- 
ers call T4 ſoffe erings ) he had many a bitter p ma- 

iy « ach throw 3 bi ogy joy that children arc born of God, that 
thoſe thiows brifig forth a numerous iffue of new creatures,. he 
be ets his ſorrows 3, He ſhall ſee the. ;trevel of bis foul, aud. be {+ 


Conldht Fiedd, did Chrit "chierm Regeneration worth his 
bfood,” to merit it; and i$3t not worth thy ay and tears, and 
" utmoſt endeavonts to G7) pt ? v7: Chriſt came to defroy the works 


Lai40:062 SIT l 


choice mercy, was Regeneration and 12 


A» x 


£ the Dail which is fin, 1 8. and wilt th them-up? 
id'the Lord-Jeſus come On uwp.the Te holincl, .and 
lex it down ? did Clicit it Bs the TA 
; ed, condemned, cruciticd, and, all to make thee hqly and Moe 
, ve ſich an enemy to the cro , as by contiguing Th 
"mn lit Jeprive him of that which he carned 'fo dearly ? Why: 
a WI £non 5 POT 6Y co be ale to Satan, whea he aodermed 
oo y,1 Fa. 1h 2; valt ſum ? } 14 41 6- 44rd LT | by 
> _— « | ' Did 
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The Dror of Talvalion ©” Porto 


Pro. 16.4 Or font {Hide Deed 29 hs anus, "hom 
Plt004us outward-aRtions, and thou ſhalt find-thy 


great Et ft Henee 


vants even A that ure ever | 


Dis heme) cial God ent his Sow bang 
On l cette Font rink Willpuey het EE 


grader his og 


ou from 

Nhoaghts'of' of boa: oa 

ly the Son of God was not | 
85 to pour it Gut for zhy' f was not fi 
'Foutthly, Regeneration, NG he renew 
to be exeeſicht, ih that it 7 ad of @ 
more noble 'ny Recing is, t | 
jt ſclt in its working z thence ies char « mah hath Sola than 
z Beaftz the Ends of a Beaft are only to plcaſy ſenſe, but the Ends 
of a Mn are tdiatisfic his utiderſtanding. Hence alſo- the Ends of 
«Chriſtian are tore excellent thait the Ends of other m_ his bee- 
ing is more noble, and fo art his Etids., 1s pleafe, glorifie 
Ged. How excellent thet #s thit which mores in 
God makes his End ! Surely the Moſt High 


low Ends in hjs Operations. he that is Ga th wiſe at popu althave 

eminent De and Ends. 

the ſeerer Book, of Gol Dieree, aidfodadio teas ar 

warrant thee, abd thou ſhalt fad that in- that in» 
had the renewir by aftcr his 1- 


Now 
as the word 
GE I LE IIIa 

, and to * #; is-- 
hm: before the frdtdadow of the wor, i 0 UL Ne nd with 


hich many plcevet Wool oh i Chew on ofthe fame Qeorey 


_ 

his yar oreAger 5 Hs he rel ins 6 thongs jn- 

rendigt0 wake Han $tarue, ſowmeh ceo” 
on ply avon mankiad' wes before »- he didin hisetcraal 

rhoughts fr apart, to be choſen gieces , ; t9 be boly and without 


13 OW +# 
Jet 


to. be fliſtin his cye. En thy Creation. he 
"ration x; he made thee, Es 
on, thatthou mightcft. become a 


-- 
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©: Gitks Ky of Regeneration. 


eavtionnl icreatune;/ that chow tnightcſt beaade « new creature 1, He 
thee chennnteet, any theen body ant « rational foul, that 
thereby thou mighteſtbe ofthe form, which-is/the impreſ6- 
on Image owboth. There muſt be a Tecc, befope (it can be 
hewed end ſquarcd for ſome curiouy building. God 'did notmake 
thee to. ca, and drink, and; fleep, eng toitin thy walling; bur to ho- 
A—— and to live tohim, is which ar the ations of the new. 
Tres 
Trace Goddurther, from-Crextion 18 Providewee , and thercin 
aſorhou may obſcrve this to be his end. Why doth he ſend the 
warm Summer of profperity., and-refreſh thee with his clearin 
beams and iufluences, butxo cauſe thee to-blofſom, and bud, oy 
in'the fruits of holineſs 7 There # werey with vhee, thas thou 
meyft be feared, Pial 130.4, Why doth he feud ebe-nippi ___— 
of adverſity, but to iN the hurtful weeds of thy lufts ? - This is his - 
end ia affli ing, even tbe roig avg in fin, 1(a,27.9. He uſeth-the. 
Rill, char the husks may fall 0 Rey will not-open the 
dvor of thy heart, he will try another. Why _—— he interweave 
mercy and affiiRion, that his Providences towards the —_— 
men are Chcquer-work, white ovd black, black and white, merey ond 
x and -mergy bat becauſe his infinite wiſdom ſeth = 
this.mixture will ſuit beſt with his ends, .the purifying and: renew+ 
ing his creature? - Bf all the year were Summer, theſap of the rrces 
would br quite-exbauſted; if all wore winter, it would be quite bu- 
ried, If thou. pn hnrs_ohro, bat natural heat, it would 
buen thee up4. if nothing it would drown theeithere- 
n_ thetic! cally moiſture alleyerh hu mere yr and thy natural | 
giveth bounds4o thy-radicel- moiſture; well tempcr- 
ed, mekeavencelicnt donftitumion of. body. If thou hadſt notiting - 
ur nibroyy. thew wouldt be wanton and Coniceited; if nothing. bur. 
miſery, tho would bee't60 thach dejcRed'3 therefore God fend< 
eth mercy to make thecieheerfut; 'urid milery to keep thie ewfu). 


timperth"MF drags wiſely ;- and hech 

obezroc , nd preſcribes and tives Math ap th they map bl beſt 
edrryig oi of tiv6wnend, the #Pirirdal healcb' of 

"iy Katteriimwwil appear tobe rxcetot, inthatie ich 

' [tot (xt ie Sqtinealate creature of Gods man cxn in, baenot. 

| apa not of blood, nor of '# 
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obo Dae of Sologriow dpened 


— fb, of vhe wiltef. wiomplac if» God, Job. 19: Manmay-layclome 


Job 10. 
$,9+10. 


claim. (though thcrdallogGod:is the pringzpal )-40the. fatherhood 
of iour-:fleſh}y becings ; : but Gad 'alane can lay:glaim: to the father- 
hgodof ourspiricual berings. / Holineſs is a bean of © light ,. darted 
fotth.from pdne tur the: {Sun'of rightcenſndſe ;1 Werong biamothmons 
ſvip, kph, 2416 | his workevineſuip bath -by way of: cthacuap and-cx+ 
eellency, '(} WG 3; A) 352 fatty tt »Y! ied m4 048 
How beautiful is that firxdxre which hath ſuch a milder ? 
what a raie woxk-mulhrthge bezwhich hath ſuch-a-Workman!Sure- 
ly that is a choice Plaupwhich 48.06; Gods oma plantings : Q' who 
would, not bq an ,Jovg withiofaize Child:for che; Fatbers falit þ: 1 
* The creatian chop antward betings, pow are-meny afithe work 
of \Gad, Thy haxdabave- mede me #8d+f afeienedime, Plali1 9.99: God 
makes, every.may-asiwell as the firſt many Nature and natural caur 
(es arc pothing but theordepin which, and ahe cools with which be 
is pleaſed to work.; 1! EO "rt $5.1 ; % 41479 
Now this work ot. God is excellent ; jt-is phe. MaRer-picce of the 
vilible Creation 3; Mon i aþe fair workmonſbip. of . @ wiſe Artificer, laugh - 
one Heather, The hold at temps of -daring:Netrre, (ith another, -Qne 
of. the Ancients callcth 'Mas, The Mirgcle of | Mbracles.;; Anwther, The 
Meaſure of all things , A thisd, The Worlds Epitome ; The World'in « 
ſmall Volume... j, | * 


| » 16. 21 3$t-Q 5 Wa AB 0) 
The body, which isthe. worb-half of- many is c#rjouſly wrought is 


Pſal. 139. thg loweſt parts of the Earth, 6nd mad in ſevet (35. curious whrkmen 


14, 15+ 


when they. have-lome choice-piege in hand, they. perfeR1itio., pri- 
vate, and then bring it forth to.che light;tqemento gaze on): In thy 
book, were «ll my members writtengPlal,339e 1415s '- oo 2c? 

Ackiltul. AxchitcR, whois to (ct.up (ome Bajely building , will 
draw. a model of; ic in his:Bgok,arupon a Table, befor be ayill ad- 
venture to {et it, up , 4@þe lare-that-it-thall-be, dage exactly... 
to ſhew what ag.cxa@pigec the body, of (man js,Godis laid to work 
it by the book. Hut the loul, whichjs Gods wogk.too, is a mare ex- 
quiute piece.z the body is a5it, weee the (heath , Dan.7:1 5..4þhe (op! 
4s tut grecnng ſword; the þady is bug, thi cabiget, thigis the gown 
£]z is by this that man claims. kindred with the, Angels:in-Heaven, 
and op all crcatures an Earth, + 212801445 24 
tion be {o excellent, how excellent is the,! ous 
4in, man int Cbrijt azo good pork ! Sarcly thakiscugipys ous Work Work- 
,Danibip igdeed. "alt Him td wen nit (Inns 
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Sordimmatiiarcly bywbe baudeſ"Oatannd - 1; 
urn imagers woitten the '{:xwry was {hck! 
&.io without altobiſhment' 
het mr a What;e rare Meneſerip was that; wherethebuok , 
the I were-all of 'God's own making and doing | 
But: the the Low iv the: flefhbly Tablesob the heart, by 
the Spirat ym Woydarqrendy glonous: i: | © 20 4lts 

, Lanamery willing, F5iens; £9 tconvinceithee of. the cnalicaies of 
nergtion, and therefore, would ſpeak more to this head:Think 
of what thqupicilch, which thinc-andenlianding can judg excel- 
lent, avd thoy,; ſbalt find thenage of. G1d far more excellent. 
us Health excellent ?. Thions the true! richer; others arc but the Luk. 16. 1 
ſhadow, this is, the ſubſtance; othevriche$.are-but- for: a ſhore time, —_ 6.7 
theſe axe for;.cygr, Gable riches and righ reonſueſs : Qther riches will _— 19, 
goon! y.(as brals fart hangs 1n (ome lar» places ) in this beg- p;,, 8.18. 
garly low world ot earth; but theſe ( like gold and ftlver, goin all 
C—_— ). are currapt Goyn even in the higher world ot Hea- 


-_ *: dom exexllent 2 Thisis Wiſdom; Thefear of the Lard is the 
( the-word fignifieth the apex, the cop, tho-pertcAion ) of 
mſdews,:Prov.1,7; Job 25.2. The pious man is-the prudent man: 
He alqne.cangudg rightly ob things, (ct a due price upon things, 
ropound to him(el the noble ſt Ends,and uſe the beſt Means; there- 
hore hez3 callgd by-way of  cminency, A man of , wiſdom, Mic. 61 9. 
The knowing fybtil Paariſecs, for want of this, were. but earned 


Fobls; M4,28.177 Singcs apd:Fool arc Synomgng's in Scripture: the 
ward is .H\qpghtro come from the Greek, gauaes, which 


hath. wi *oxdy . i047 - 


Cant.4.1, 


> Js, $earay, end, */ Grace is.the greateſd beauty-3 the beauty*of 
Os +Qrhaw comely is, the naw cecacured mever any 
aw ity byt ic nin +, Lb6:Spoule 06 Chrift-4s the: feirgt 
#:. Th fore, myloye; thaw, ort all fair. Godlincts 
iavſuch, cheautyy-that a5Lpavelud before y, God himſelf 15 taken 
| Thee hos ms 44-3, 4big- beaut yris inward; Ft irs 
gang pn Þ cogent 
; y+1 F© the rage bt 3 @,» 20 co} 
] agFohut al ways percabng; (wlvlhae)0 a” 7 on 
f | Cagplignc? Godlinels iy pleaſant; Regeneration beings 
tha Ou tqitscentes ja whichit.muſt accds reit.. The very: workof Prog 117 
erving” 


PL, ,9.11- ſerving God in.6 reward in itdelfs prgragy thew( 
Rig Oeding coment tntubiio-td Godyghas Het 
them: The ſervice'of hp ge rar gw on 
ſcrvants would-not leave it for all this world, ey Rog ney 

Lon Mige 


to receive -no/ Fecompence in the other 

God. are (weeter than'thic Honey how ſweet thert are kis/Promiſes? 

Is Life excellent ? This is the true life, (Evernal Wife, ach" 

ſhine; is the reac tife. Thisis the'{ecd, the beginding'of eternal | 3 

Jobn 17,3.)All unregenexate men arcyiced, arc but walk 

or moving-carkafles3 their-ſouls are bar like lake, co | bo» 

dies from putrcfaGion for a ſeaſon; The: Heathen faid of # vicious 

wy man that lived to be old; alluding ro Merincrs, Be-waj ed 

oh, non xp and dewn, bu ſailed net at al. All-the time 'of thy narvural Iifeg ill 
mul:am thou art converted, is loft 3 Paxddates his lite from'his'Regenerati-- 

-wavigavit. on, We count not 2 tree livingfor Rending'i in a guarded, it it bring 

CR a4 not forth froit, 

is Is Honoxr excellent ? Holineſs is honourable: Helineſt becemerk 

thy Houſe, O Lord of Hoſts, Pial. 6/7 $. It's Aw honour to bc a Mem 

ber of Chrift, than tobe Mo . 'Godlincfs' isthe tio 

nourable Livery which Chriſt 6. Mr nope for; and beſtowed ow' the 

ſociety of Chriſtians : He gave himfelf for his Chutch, ibr-be 

might profes it 80 aſe « GLORIOUS CHURCH, withewt jp or 

In 2 word,  HolineG is thie bianiey ah excelleney: of God bimaſcif, 

Exod,15-11. He is'faid ”w be'gloriow in Holineſry he is called 


rich in mercy, Eph.2.3; in bolineſ} : His Mercy: is his 

hike his'bolineſr, 
nov lie unto 
their Titles, 
arc\their 
C00 (8 ns 


treaſure, but his rs is his bejrowr. He-tweareth 
@ Pal Ov Once bave I ſworn by my bolineſs , thor 1 
reat perſons (thovgh Ginfally ) will wear b 
by their Honours,by that which chey g tim: 
oaths that are moſt binditig with them. 
is no iniquicy )(weareth by his Hofineſs, ns tiis'Crown-glofy his 
great excellency. He is abovethirty repertory 
red, This is the exclne which ry. wor 
ven,and Saints moch admire him H for Je 63: 
$20.24-3 Nay, as Gold, ek Tre mot excelient 
'&@ 20- * 4 ly over Pewter and Brafs, bnt alſo over Silver 
2 Taod. Holineſs is the excellency, the perfeRjon of God, had noe 
35. 3. over his Servants, his$ Sp ra S - 
'Pſ.105-4% his Sabbath, his Templc, and evcry thing that 
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alſo over all hisother choice Attributes; his Powcr is holy Power, 1.55.19" 
his Mercy is holy Mercy, his Wiſdom is holy Wiſdom ; Holineſs is 7145+ 17- 


the pertcCion of all his excellent Attributes. For were it poſlible 
( which is high blaſphemy tor any toimagine) for thoſe Attributes 
to be ſeparated from his Holineſs, they would degenerate, his Wiſ- 
dom into Craft, his Juſtice into Cruelty, his Mercy into toolith Pi- 


ty, and his Soveraignty. into Tyranny, 'Tis the Holincfs of God Gars. 4r. 
which poiſeth every one. O the excellency, the excellency of Ho- por. 2. 7+ 


lineſs! who knoweth its worth ! . 

Reader, What doſt thou think of this third ſubj<& of Coclides 
ration, The cxccllency of Regeneration and Holinels, which God 
requircth of thee for the avoiding of H-ll, and attaining of Hea- 
veu? Tell me, Doth God require any thing to thy wrong ? If God 
required of thee to live a thouſand ycars on earth, and tOipend all 
thy time 1n hunger, cold, nakednels, diſgrace, pins, and mprifon- 
ment , or otherwiſe thou ſhouldſt not eſcape unquenchable burn. 
ings, and enjoy eternal life ; thou wert worſe than mad it thou 
did not accept of, and obey fuch a command, How hearty and 
thankful then ſhould thy acceptance be of Jeſus Chriſt to be thy 
Lord and Saviour, of dying to fin, and living to, and dclighting 
thy (elf in his bleſſed Majelty, which is all hedeſireth of thee! O 
do not refuſe when thou art ſo well offered, Is it pollible that thou 
canſt read ſo much of the excellency ol Regeneration, how *tis the 
Image of the glorious God, the deltruction of the evil of evils,the 
fruit of the death of Jeſus Chriſt, the End which intinite Wiſdom 
propounds in his workings, the ſpecial workmanſhip of Gods own 
hands, the high honour and perfection of the mighty Poſſi (ſor of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and thy foul not be in love with it, nor breathe after 
it, O that Iwere regenerated! O that my ſoul bad thoſe true trea(tires,* 
thoſe ſpiritual pleaſures, that wiſdom, that life, that bonour, that beau- 
ty, that excelleney, which no tongue can commend ſufficiently | Q that tbe 
pure Image of God were imprinted ou me ! O that Chriſt might ſee the tra« 
vel of bis ſoul upon me, andbe ſatisfied 

I have read, that when Zexxes the famous Painter had drawn his 
Maſter-picce, the picture of Helena, Nicoftratus the Aibenian Pain- 
ter beholding it, ſtood amazed at its rarencs, and admircd the ex- 
quiſitene(s of it; There ſtands by: a rich ignorant wretch,, who 
would needs know what Nicoſtratxs diſcovered in it worthy of {© 
much wonder : O frieud (faith he), bad thou my cycs , thow wouls|t 
nat 6k ſuch a queſtion, but rather admire is, as 1 do, It tnuy be, Reader, 
Aa when 


= 
. 


| The Door of Salvation opened 


— — 
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when thou {ceſt the Saints admiring the beauty of holineſs, raviſh- 
ed with the exccllency of Gods Image , ſo extreamly taken with 
it, that they read, hear, watch, faſt, pray, mourn, weep, ſuffer any 
thing, all things, to enjoy more of it; thou art ready to wonder 
what they lee in holine(s worthy of ſuch admiration, and ſuch di- 
ligent endeavours; but I tell thee , Hadfi thou their eyes , inftesd of 
wondring at them, thou would wonder with them , I, and work witb 
them 100, and that bard, for bolineſs. 
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CHAP. XV. 
The forth SuljeG of conſideration, The neciſſity of Regeneration. 


Cr Conlider the abſolute neceſſity of Regeneration, it it were 
not {o excellent, yet it is a thing of abſolute neceſlity , and 
therefore mult not be negleGted. It is not a work of indiffterency, 
which may be done, or may not bedone; but a work of indiſpen- 
fable neccſhity, which muſt be done, or thou art undone for ever: 
Reader, here 15 an argument, which neither the ficſh, nor world, 
nor devil can an{wer, and therefore it muſt not be denied. It is in- 


; deed (o fruitful a blefling, that if thou haſt this, thou needeft no 


more z every thing that is worth ought, isin the womb of it z but 


. it 15 {o needtu], that if thou haſt not this, thou haſt nothing the 


whole world cannot make up the want of this. 
There axe many things, about which (poſlibly) thou ſpendeſt 
much time, and takeſt much pains, which are nothing at all nece(- 


| *{ary' in compariſon of this. | 


Riches are not neceſſary, the want of temporal, may be ſupplied 
by the fruition of ſpititual riches : Thow mayſt be poor in the world, 
and. yet rich-in faith, and beir of a kingdom, Jam, 2.3. Nay, xichcs are 
ſo far from being abſolutely needful , that they may be hurtful to 
thee, Thou mightſt , as the Rewbenites, ſhould(t thou have good 
Land here, take up ſhort'of - the Land of Promiſe, Chriſt calleth' ri- 
ches thorns, Mat-13.32, andarcly *cis hard to touch them,and not 
to prick thy tingers 3 How hardly' ſhall a rich man enter into tbe King- 
dom of Heaven ! 

Pleaſures arc not neceſſary : He that hath little but miſery here, 
may find mercy hereatter. Though - Fob had his' ſores and-pains, 


w aw 
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yet he had a right to the pleaſures at Gods right band for evermore: He 
that endured hunger, cold, thirlt, nakedncl(s, watching, talting, wea- 
rine(s, painfulneſs ; that was ſcourged, impriſoned , fioned , yet 
was a cboſeu veſſel unto God, and heir to a Crown ot 1ightcoulncs, 
2 Cor. 11, 23,to 29, «efAis g.15, 2 Tim. 4,6. B:fides, plcaſurcs may 
be hurtful to thee; thole Bees have their fiings as we ll as thei Ho- 
ncy 3 and many feed (o plentitully on ſuch Jutcious feud, that they 
ſurfeit themſelves. Arijtotle ſpeaks of a picce of ground in Sicily, 
which ſendeth forth ſuch a ſtrong (mcll of tragrant flowers to all 
the fields thereabout, that Dogs cannot hunt there, the {cent is (o 
confounded with the (mell of thole Flowers, Earthly pleatures do 
not (cldom hinder our {cent and fenfe of (piritual delights. 

Honowrs are not neceſſary : A man may-be condemned and lightly 
elteemed by men, and yet be commended and highly clicemed by 
God. Dilgrace may be the way to glory. Foſeph went through a 
Priſon into a Palace; and Feſws trom a ſhametul Crofs to a glocicus 
Crown, Honours alſo may be hurttul to thee, Some clin b to high, 
that they break their necks. Thoſe that are in high places, are 
apt to have their heads giddy, and thereby are in great danger of 
falling. Haman's height and glory, brought him to be high at laft 
on the gallows. 

Friends and Relations are not neceſſary : He that is friendle(s on 
earth, may be a favourite of Heaven ; when no man ſtood by Pant, 
the Lord was with him, and firengthned him :; when Davids tather 
and mother forfook him, God took the care of him. When thole 
Stars vaniſhed, the Sun arole. Thele alſo may be hurtful.to thee, 
thou mayſt catch their diſcaſes : Amxon was the worle for Fonadab, 
and Abab the more wicked for Jezebel. 

Health is not neceſſary : Adiſtemper'd body may have an healthy 
ſoul : When the outward man decayeth , the inward man maybe renewed 
day by day. No dilcaſe, (o it be not ſpiritual, can keep the Phytician 
of: ſouls from viliting his Patients ; (anCctiticd ficknels is tar better 
than unſan&ifhed {oundneſs. | f 

Nay, Life it ſelf ( which is fac more worth than all the forelaid 
particulars ) is not neceſſary, but in order to. this (piraual lite of 
Regeneration it that work be done, a man by lohing his !itc may 
be a gainer, Some by yeelding up their Leaſus , which were but tor 
term of years, have got the Fee-ſimple , the Inheritance for ever , by 
parting with their natxratlives , they have got poſſeſſion ot eternal 
life, But Friend, Regeneration is abſolutely neceflary. T ne —_—_— 
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The Door of Salvation opened 


Neceſſe eft 
et cam, 
non ut Vi, 
Vam, 


Matt. 15s 
28. 


Mark 10. 
2.9» 30. 


told the Mariner (when he would have difſwaded him from going 
to Sea, becauſe the waters were rough, and it might endanger his 
lite ), "Ti more neceſſary that T go, than that T live, I tell thee, *Tis 
more neceſ{ary that thou live ſpiritually, than that thou live natu- 
rally : thy riches, honours, pleaſures, kealth, friends, arc but toys 
and trifles to Regeneration , and truly, life it felf js little or no- 
thing worth, but as it makes thee capable of getting and enjoying 
this. O what a poor empty ſhadow is the life of the greateſt Prince, 
that 1s aliranger to fellowſhip with God, which Regeneration 
bringeth the ſoul co ! 

The realon why theſe fore-mentioned things are not neccflary, 
is partly becauſe the want of all theſe things may be made up in the 
enjoyment of God : Verily, I ſay unto you, that yewho bave followed me 
in the Regeneration, when the Son of man ſhall ſit upon bis throne , ſhall 
alſo ſis upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael : There 
u no mn that bath left houſe,or bretbren, or ſiſters ,or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands, for my ſake and the Goſpels ,- but be ſball re- 
cewve gn bundred-fold ia time 3 bouſes, andbrethren, and fifters, and mo- 
thers, and children, and land with perſecution,and in the world to come life 
everlaſting. The regenerate, though never {o poor y naked, diſgra- 
ced,lickly,yet in the Sun they have all thoſe beams, and much,much 
more. As Alexander told Parmenio ( when in the beginning of a bat- 
tel he was carnelt with him to ſend ſome Forccs to regain their 
wcapuus and baggage then newly loſt ), Let us ſecure the main bat-- 
tel ;, for if the field be won, we ſhall recover all 1nr baggage with advan- 
tage.' Sozt the Soul be fate, being by Regeneration gratted into 
Chrift ; it thou winacſt the main Battel again(t Sia and Satan,thou 
wilt recover thoſe withadvantage. Thoſe things are not neceflaryz 
partly, becauſe the want of them will not undo. a man for ever ; a mans 
eternal citate may be ſecured, though theſe things be removed; but 
Regeneration is indilpen[ably neceflary, becauſe nvthing can make 
up the want of itz aot/all the golden Mines in I1nd:a,nor the ſweet» 
elt Paradiſe of carthly pleaſures, nor the highett' Chair of State, 
nor Friends, nor Kmdred; nor Health,,uor Strength aor Lite,can 
make up the want of: this ; UK this be wanting, thy God is- wanting, 
thy Chriſtis wanting, thy Heaven, thy Happineſs, thy All is want- 
ing. The want of this, will undo thee for ever; *rwill make thee 
milcarry inthe Ocean , this leak will fink thee eternally; It is a 
ſtandiug-Law of Heaven, That except a man be converted, be cannot en». 
ter into the Kinzdom of Heaven, Matt.18.3,. ' 
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There is in' regard of the ordination of God, as great a neccllity 
of Regeneration, as of Jeſus Chriftz for what advantage canſt thou 
have by all the riches and revenues of - the Son of God, till by rege- 
neration thou art married to him, and made one with him ? Ob- 
ſerve Reader, this fourfold neceſlity of Regeneration. 

It is-neceffary in regard of Gods precept, Twrn ye, turn ye, why See the 
will ye die ? Exck. 33. 11,31, 32+ Iſa. 1. 16, 17, Jer. 3. 1, Hol 14. 1, neceſſity 
Jam. 4. 9, There 15 a necellity, cither. of hearing Gods voice, - It far- 
or feeling Gods hand 3 cithzr the Commandments of God muſt « wagithe, 
be obeyed by thee, or the judgments of God mult be inflicted (ons of 
on thee : It is a Golpel-precept, Eph, 4. 23, 24. now Goſpcl- the do- 
precepts muſt be minded by all that would partake of Goſpel-pri- —_— 
vilcdges. the 

Ic 7 neceſſary in regard of the purpoſe of God ; Eled according 7 many 
to the fore. khowledg, of God through ſandlification of the Spirit, unto tiqn, 
obedience, and ſprinkljng of the blood of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet.1.2. Though 
God did not choele men becauſe they were holy, yet he choſe men 
to be holy ; though he appointed not men to be {ived becauſe they 
were Saints, yet he appointed men to be Saints, and then to be 
ſaved, 

It is neceſſary in regard of the paſſion of Chriſt, he died for fin, 
that mzn might dye to fig; he laid down hus lite, that incn m2 16 
lay down their luſts 3 his paſſion is a City of refuge to the P.nitc ur, 
not a {anQuary to the Preſumptuows, God intended it co he'p inn 
out of,” not to hold them in the mire of fin ; He is the Author of eter- 

- nal ſalvation to them that obey bim, Heb, 5,9, He died becauſe men 
were linners, but he dy-d that men might be Satits , He ſuffered, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us to God, 1 Pet. 3.18. Now min and 

God can never be brought cogether, till the enmity which is 1a the 

heart of man againſt God be removed, It ever thou have Chriſt 

for thy Pricſt, to (ggisfhe Gods jultice tor thy tins, 1t is ablolutely 
neceſſary, that thou accept him tor thy Prince, to {ſubdue thee to 

his ſervice. Had Chrijft come to procure man a pardon, and n»tt9 reſtore Gur. 4rm, 
bis lot holineſs, be bad beet a Minifter of fin, and inflead of bringing g/0= patt- 2. 
ry to God, be bad ſet ſin in the throne, and ogtly obtained a liberty for the 0+ 2*7- 
creature to diſhononr God without controle. Again, faith the lame accy- 

rate writer, 1n vsin d» men think to ſhroud themſelves under Chris 

wings, from tbe bue a4ndcry of their accuſing conſeiences, while wickedne(;5 

find; a Sanituary in them. Chriſt was ſent from God, not to ſecure meu 

18, but. to Jave men from their ſins. 
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The Door of Slvation opened 


It is neccMary 10 regard of the promiſes of God, Thus ſaith the 
Lord of bots. Turn to me, ſaith the Lordef Bofts, and I will turn #0 you, 
ſaith the Lord of bojts, Zac. 1. 3. Draw nigb t0 God, and be will draw 
nigh to yu, Jani, 4.5. It ever God draw nigh to thee jn mercy, 
thou muit ar.W nigh to him in duty. He that hall have, the re- 
ward, mult do the work, The precepts of God muſt be writ- 
ten on thy hcart, oth-rwile the promiſes of God (hal! never fall 
down on thine hcad, 1s, 1.16, 17, and 55,7. '1 King, 8, 35, Prov, 
28. 13, 

Bled are the pure in ſpirit, for #bey ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. $, 
"Tis the pure hcart alone that hath the aſſurance of the pure 
Heaven. 

Thou ſeelt now, hope,clearly the abſolute neceſſity of Regene- 
ration ; what therefore canfi thou think to do withoutit? O pOon= 
der this again and again, that there1s no eſcape, noevalion z God 
will not vary from his Law. . 

Thy dying to fin is necMliry 3, fin muſt dye, or thy foul cannot 
live; If ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall dye, but if ye through tbe ſpirit do 
mortific the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live, Rom. $. 13. Gal. 6.6, 7. 
Surcly thou canſi not think that Heaven will be a Styc tor Swine, 
or a Kehnel for Dogs that feed on filth and carrion, - Believe: it, 
if any iniquity be ler go, thy lite muſt go for its life, The Jaylors 
paid deer for letting Peter elcapc, Af. 12. Herod commanded them 
#5 be put to death, Truly, fo deer thou muſt pay for the eſcape ot tin; 
*twill bring the ſecond death, even eternal death upon thee : be 
thy ſin as near and as dear as Iſaac, it muſt be ſacrificed ; be it ne-« 
ver fo ſmall, it muſt not be ſpared. Ceſar was ftabb'd with bod- 
kins. IT have fomewhere read that a man and Crocodile 1nicver 
meet, but” one dicth : *Tis certain, fin aud the ſoul never meet 
but one dieth 3 if fin live, the foul diethsz it fiadye; the foul li- 
veth ; there is no parting ſtakes, or retreating upon equal terms. 
Maurice of Newport told his Souldiers, when he had ſcnt- away his 
Boats, that there was no flying, the Spaniard; being before them, 
and the Sea behind them, Either ye mnt eat p and deſtroy thoſe Spa- 
niards, or drink up this Ocean, Friend, ſuch is thy caſe, either thou 
muſt defiroy thy fins, or drink up” the botromlefs Ocean of the 
Lords wrath. 

Anſwer me ſeriouſly ; thou wilt ſay thou doſt not love ſucha 
man fo well as to be hang?d for him. Doft thou loye fin ſo well 
as to be damn'd for it ? Doſt thou love thy drunkenneſs, and ſwea- 
ring, 


by the Key of Rggener ation. 
ring, and uncleaunels, and ſcofling at godlipe(s, fo well as to burn 
eternally in Hell for them ? Doſt thou love thy pride, and world- 
linc(s, and luſtful choughts, and Atheiſm, and carnal- mindedneſs, 
ſo well as to be tormented, day and night, for. ever-and ever for 
them? A very Coward will egght, whcn he muſt cither kill or be 
killed. Wilt chou not tight mantully, when fin will kill thee, if it 
be not killed by thee ? Abab out of fooliſh pity, gave Benbadad his 
life, when he ought to have flain him : but the requital which 
Benbadad made, was to kill Abab, 1 King, ult. 31, 34. tuch a requi- 
tal fin will make thee if thou fayour it. 

Follow after peace and balineſs without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Heb, 12, 14+ Obſcrve how peremptory God is in that place, that 
without bolineſs no man ſhall ſee God, It 15 not laid that without peace 
no man (hall ſee God, but without boline/s 1 man ſhall ſec Ged. Peace 
may be broken in the quarrel of truth and holinels, yet tor all that 
a man may ſee God. Feremiah was a man of contention, and yet aman 
for the beatitical viſion 3 but they that axe not holy cannot (ſee God- 
A pure cye only can ſee a pure God. As the eye which hath duſt in 
it without, or thick vapours ſtopping the nerves within, cannot ſce, 
except it be cleanſed from the one, and purged trom the other : 
Soa man, the eye of whoſe mind is clouded with the mitt of tin, 
cannot behold God, till he be cleanſed. The Chriftians happinels in 
heaven, confiſteth in ſuch a vition ot God as ſhall mike him like 
God, 1 feb.3.2. but a dusky glals cannot repreſent an Image, When 
the Sun of righteouſneſs (hall ſhine upon a pure Cryltal Glals, a 
clean unſpotted (ſoul, *twill cauſe a glorious rcfleQtion indeed, 

To wind up this fourth ſubjed of conhideration; Reader, Aﬀairs 
of 'abſolute indiſpenſable neccſlity, ſhould, like weighty things, 
make a deep impreſſion upon thy (ſpirit, Urge thy foul often with 
this 3 that of all things in the world, regeneration # the one thing 
-weceſſary 5 Let conſcience preſs it on thee, I mujt be converted, or con- 
deomed ; bere is the mord of the living God for it, and ſuch a word a; can- 
not poſſibly go wefulfilled, O my ſoul, whas ſayſ{ thou to it ? Except thou 
art horn again, thyw canft, not ſee the the Kingdom of God, There i 2 
weceſpty of +by t1yning in time, or burning etcr1u4lly. How wilt thou an- 
anſwer this text -and many more; inthe other world? Canſt thou thin, 
#0 make the infinite God a lyar, aud in deſpight of bim 214 his word to eſ- 
cape bell ? O do wot decein's thy ſelf , Gad will be 2rne, +bowgh every man 
be # lyar ; therefore ſes aþous this work,, that tbus abſolutely needfud, 
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The Door of, Salvation opened 


Gen. 43+ 


Friend, I would adviſe thee to do as the Patriarchs did: Foſepb 
had cold them, That cxcept your younger Brother come with 
you, ye ſhall not ſeeimy face. Facob their Father would have 
them ( notwithſtanding this expreſs aſſertion) to venture into Fo- 
ſepb's preſence, without their brother. But what ſaid Fudab? The 
man did ſolemnly proteſt unto ns, ſaying , Te ſhall not ſee my face, 
except your brother bewith you. If thou wilt ſend our brother with us, 
we will go down, but if tho wilt not ſend bim , we will not go down, 


' for the man ſaid unto us , Te ſhall not ſee my fate, except your brother 


be with you. So, do thou conlider, and lay it home to thy ſoul; that 
the great God of heaven and earth hath ſaid, that except regene- 
ration be with thee , be in thee, thou ſhalt not ſee his face with 
comfort 3 and though thy deceitful heart and the devil may wiſh 
thee to venture into his preſence, in the other world, without it; 
yet do thou reply, The Almighty and Faithful God bath ſolemaly pro- 
teſted unto me, That except Regeneration be with me , I ſhall not ſee bim 
face to face, aud enjoy the beatifical viſion. Theretore if I be rec- 
gcnerated, I will go and look Death, Judgment, God and Chritt, 


. in the face with courage and comfort 3 but if I be not regenerated, 


I may not go, leſt I dye, left I be damned eternally : For God hath 
ſaid unto me , Follow after bolineſs, without which no man fhall ſee the 
Lord. 
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CHAP. XVL 


The fifth Subjedt of Confideration, The Equity of Regeneration, or 
lwing to God, 


Itthly , Conſider the Equity and reaſonableneſs of that which 
God requireth of thee. I ſhall now appeal to'rhine own Cons 
{cience, whether there be not all the reaſon in-the world, that thy 
main work night and day-ſhould be to pleaſe and'gloritic the Lord; 
if all come from him , Mould not «he 'honoat of all be given to 
hlm? Ithe be inhnice in wiſdom, ſhould he'not mm alt his Proyiden- 
ccsbe adored ? If hebe infinitely faithful, ſhould henot in all his 
Promiſes be believed ? It he be the Firſt Cauſe, ſhould he not in all 
his Precepts be obeyed ? If he be infinitely holy , ſhould henotin 


All our approaches to him, bexeverenced ? It he be infinitely juſt 
| an 


Ow nw .T7þ+v a 


and powerful, ſhould he not ia all his threatoings be feared ? If he 
be infinitely gracious and perfect, ſhnuld he not be heartily lo- 
ved ? 

Religion is the higheſt Reaſon, therefore converſion is called con» 
vidtion, Fob. 16. 10, When a mans mouth is ftopped, and his mind 
fully fatisficd of che reafon of living to God, that he hath nothing 
foobjce againlt it, then he is convinced, The offcring up of thy 
foul and body unto God as a living f(acritice, is called rations! or res- 
ſonable ſervice. | . 

F ſhall offer thee three or four Queſtions, and I do yerily believe 
that if thou ſeriouſly conſider them, chou cantt not but be convin- 
ced, that there is all the reaſon in the world that thou ſhouldf pre- 
ſently turn from fin unto God. 

Firſt, Is there not all the reaſon in the world, that the work 
ſhould be for the ſervice” and bonour of the workman ? that he who 
planted the vineyard, ſhould eat of the fruit of it ? that he who 
made thee, ſhould be ſerved by thee? he who oweth the ground 
and builderh arr houfe, may rationally expe the benefit and uſe of 
it ; may not God,thy Land-lord, whe hath reared and ſet up thine 
earthly Tabernacle, appoint what conditions he pleaſecth in the 
Leafe which he granteth thee, how his own houſe ſhould be im- 
ployed, not to ſuch and ſuch ſordid finful uſes, but to the ſervice 
and glory of his Majeſty ? is it rational that Gods houſe thould be 
imployed to the Devils uſe? 

Thy creation is ſach a tye to ſubjeQion, that thou canſk never 
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Rom, 1+» 


anſwer it ; Serve the Lord with gladueſr; be bath made us, and not Plal,yos; 


we our ſelves, Davids prayer is to this parpole, Thine bands bave *: 
made me «nd faſhioned me, O give me underftanding that I may keep thy 
commandments, P(al. 119. 77. and 95. 6. Ita. 43.7. Let thy conſcience 
be judg, wouldſ not thou eſteem it injuitice tor another to have the 
honour and ufe of thy works,or of thine own houſe ? the Law which 
is built apon Reaſon, gives thee the ſervice of thine own goods, 
houſes a4 lands z» and why ſhall not God have thy ſervice? with 
what face canft thou deny him that ſowed, liberty co reap ? 
- . ©Secordly, Is there not aff the reaſon im the world, That be 
who liver wholly at antothers coft and charge, that is fed, cloathed, 
preſerved night ani{ day, protefted at home avid dbroud, ſupplied with 
aft 1 er, relieved in afl bis exigencits, delivered in alt bis extre- 
mities by ayother, ſhould live wholly ta him, and ds bim ſervice ?, 
Doft thou'nor know that IG «9d all thy gs" 
hL pen 


The Door of Saluation opened 


pendon God every moment ? that .cvery bit of-bread, every, breath 
of air, every hours ſleep, nay every mioutes abode on this fide he}l 
is altogether from his baunty and m2rcy 3 that thou canſt not ſpeak 
a word, nor think a thought, nor litt an hand, nor (tir a toor, 
nor open thine eyes to ſee, or thy mouth to-cat or drink, without 
him ? * T's his tiſitation that preſerveth thy ſpirit, Job 10, 12. In. bins 
thou liveft, maſt, and b ft thy bemg : He 15 thy ſhield to detend "thee 
trom-evil ; many- miſchicfs would diily betall chee z men would 
kill thee, devils wou!d drag thee to Hzil ( O how they long far 
thee, and how ready are they to ſeize thee ! ) did not the Lord cufb 
and reltrain thew.. Alexander told his Souldiers, 1 wake, that ye may 
fl:ep ; Sure F am, he that preſcrveth thee, never ſlumrereth nor ſleepeth;, 
Thc Lard is th? Captain of thy Lite-guard to protedt thee, and thy 
' Sunito r:freſh»thee, and therefore dojt thou nut owe him the glory 
of thoſe merci:s whic h his free grace beſtaweth on thee ! Thou dott 
tietle under God for the feeding and cloathing of thy children and 
ſervants, and therefore thinkelt that poduty, no ſervice, is great 
crough tor thee, O how infinitely art thou bound to God for all 
thy time, health, lircogth, (00d, raiment, houle, friend, aud eyery 
good thing that thou evjoyelt } and yet may not God look thax, 
thou 4þ 1dlt make it thy buſineſs, to (erve, pleafe and gloxifi: 
hin! * Fwas a good vow of holy Facob, If the Lord will be with me, 
and ker me in the way that Tgo, and will give me bread toeat, and rai- 
mcnt t1 put on, ſo that T come azain t0 my fathers bouſe in peace; then. 
Mull the Lord be my G:d, Gen. 28, 20,21, Truly do thou lay as he 
did, Since the Lord is the God that kgepetb. me in'all my ways, that. 
gives mg bread t0 eat, and raiment t0 put on, be ſhall be my God, Odo 
not give him ever cauſe to complain, Hzar O beaven, and give exr 0 
earth, T have nouriſhed and brought np a child , and be bath rebelled 
againſt me, Dent, 32. 15. 

Third!y,/ Is there not all the reaſon in the world, that wares, or 
houſes, or any other thing ſhould be for the uſe and ſervice of bim that. 
paid a deer price for them'| It thou ſhouldit buy a b:aſt af an high 
rate, thou wouldſt think' thou couldit never have ſervice enough, 
of him, Friend, Thou didſi coſt the bjood of. the Son of God, Jelus 
Chriſt bovght thy: ſervice at a deer rate. Thox art not thine own, 
then. art bought with a price, tberefore glorifie God int thy body aud. 
ſpirit, for they are bis, 1 Cor. 6. 20, Thou needſt not grudg the Lord, 
[eſus thy-time, and talents, thy thoughts, and. words, and eftate, 
andthe utmoſt-which thou axt ablc to do. Alas he paid deerly for ;Þ 
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He died that be might be Lord of dead and living, that whether we live, we 
ſhowld live unto the Lori, or dye,” we ſhinld die unto bim, Rom. 14. 7,8. 
© how lietle is thy ſexvics worth, that Chrift ſhould purchale it 
with ſuch an infinite fur ! | 

-22We lay of (ome-children, Thy bad need 19 be dutifnl children; 
they'coft their motbers deer, many tharp throws, and great danger 
of deith. Ohow durifut had thou nced to be, who did(t cott 
Chrift fach hard labour, ſuch throws from God, and men, death 
and devils | thou art never able to conceive what a price thy Re- 
deemer paid, what pain he (utfered to procure thy ſervice; and wile 
thou devy the Lord that bowght thee?Pliny faith, that blood will quench 

fire y ſhoutd vot the blood of Jefus Chriſt quench the tire of thy 
lufts? In all countrics, the ranſomer of a bond -man is to be his 

Lord 3 no ſlavery fo great as thine was, no price ever paid (o great 

for liberty 3 therctore no (ervice {ogreat a5 that which thou owett. 

It thou hadit done all that he commandeth thee, thou hadit done 

but thy duty, and mightk ſay thou.wert an unprofitable (ervant : 

what art thou then that never didit any thing ? O think of it (eri- 

ouſly 3 Redemption bythe blood of the Saviour, is a bloody ob'i- 

gation to ſervice and it thou continueſt a rebel, *rwill be a bloody 

aggravation of thy tin, What evii hath Chritt done to thee, thac 

thou walk«(t contrary to him? Ah triend, co render good tor evil, 

is divitic ; but to render evil for good, is devillith, 

Fourthly, Is there not all the reafon in the world, That be 
who bath bound himſelf Apprentice to a Maſter, promiſid ſolemnly t» 
be bis faithful ſervant, ſealed Indentures bifore witneſs, engaged bim- 
ſelf by vows, covenants, protijtations, and oaths, ſhould perform bis 
promiſes; and walk in every thing anſwerable t» bis bonds and cbligations? 
Walt not thou in Baptiſm ſolemnly dedicated to the ſervice ot God? 
Did not thy parents (cal the Indenture on thy part betore the Lord, 
Angels and M:n, that thou ſhouldit live according to the Laws;and 
for the glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghott ? Hut not thou 
litted thy (clft under the colours of Chriſt the C:prain of thy Sal va- 
tion,”and ſacredly tyed thy felt to obey his commands, and to tight 
under his banner againſt the-devil, world, and fleh? and wi't thou 
run from thy colours, and turd to thine enemies, and confpire and 


tighr again(t Jeſus Chritt ? Ir was acultom in the Primitive times, "*lrentes 
animas 


veftis 7n0- 


hynifying'the-purity of lite which the baptized were to lead) Now es 4 
there was one” Blpidopborts , who after his baptiſm turacd a perſe<g; pyyar, 
| B b 


that :ſuch as were baptized, did wear a white Stole ( a ceremony 
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cutor 4 Maris:a the Munſter wha baptized 'him, brought forth in 
publick the white Stole which Elpidopborus had worn at his baptiſma, 
and cried unto him,0 Elpidopborss! This $1ale do T kgep againſt thy com- 
ing to Judgment, to teftifie thy apoftacy from Chriſt. So be thou aſſu- 
red, the water with which, the Minitter by whom, the people be- 
fore whom thou waſt baptized, will riſe up againlithee in Judg» 
ment, if thou dot pot walk in newnels of life. Lutber ſpeaks ot one, 
that when tempted by the devil tofin, anſwered, that be 
z<d, and could not yicld to him. Remember that thoy haſt received 
thy Saviours preſ(s- meney,and therefore maylt not fight Satans bat- 
tels, Walt chqu never partaker ofthe Lords Sypper ? Didſi thou pot 
then with Jobs ſtand by the cro(s of Jeſus Chrilt, and behold his 
bleſſed body bleeding under: the knife of his Fathers wrath? how 
*: was woundcd for thy tranſgrefions, bruiſed for thine iniquities, 
when thou didſt take a ſacred oath to be the death of thole fins, 
* which were the death of our Saviour, and to live to him that died 
tor thee z when thou didlt eſpoule Chriſt and his quarrel to thy 
ſelf, and engage to live and dye with him 3 and canlt thou, like a 
diſbone!t wate, run a whoring after thy heart-idols, and forget the 
Covenant of thy God ? 

Was there not a time when thou didſ lye upon 2 lick bed, and in 
thine own apprehenfting wall nigh the gate of death? when thy fin- 
ſul fic(hly life began. to flye in thy face apd O the thoughts which 
thou hadſt concerning thine appearance before God in the other 
world, and thine endlc(s eftate there; when thou. didit pray hard, 0 
{pare me a little, Lore, ſpare me a little,that 1 may get ſome grace, ſome ſpi- 
ritteal ſtrength before 1 go bence and be no more ſeen: when thou didſt pro» 
mile, O if God would then hear thee, and try thee a lictle longer in 
this world, thou wouldlt turn over a.ocw leat,leada new life,forbear 
thy former corruptigns and evil companions, - mind the ſervice and 
glory of the iofinite God, and thine own eternal good ? Andiis all this 
nothing, now God hath heard thee,and delivered thee, ſhoyldii not 
thou now hear him, and obey him? Did:tby fick-bed-promiſes dye 

_— when thou didſt recover ? O follow Davids praQice, Iwill go into thy 
—_ 3,4, boſe with burnt-offerings.: I will pay thee my vows which my lips bave ut- 
9. tered, and my mouth bath ſpoken when I was. in diftreſs. | 
i Theodoricis. Archbiſhop of, Celen, when the Emperor Sigiſmond 
©. 136.2, demanded of him the moſt compendious. way to-happinefs, made 


tom dy reb» anſwer, in brief, thus, Perform when tbox. art well, what- thou didjt 


Apltbon, promiſe when thou waſt ik, Friend, look back upon the time when 


--» 


was bat 
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the gailt of thy[fins perplexed” thee, the fear" of death ſurpriſed 
thee,and the horror of Helibegan to ly hold on thee, and remem- 
ber the promiſes which then thou didit. make ; and as ever thou 
woaldſ have God truſt thee again, be true to thy word; benot as 
the Marble, watry and moiſt in ſtormy weather, and yet itill retain 
thy. hardnc(s, Wi 

Thefe are, I ſuppoſe, rational! queſtions; and ſurcly thou canft 
not but be ſatishcd of the equity in thern. Well, art thou reſolved 
to obey the counſel of God , and to five like 2 rational creature? 
Surely here is a three-fold, nay, a fourfold Cord, which is not ca- 


fily broken. Canſt thou ſlip thoſe oaths as eaftly as Monkics do their - 


collars; and break theſe bands if ſunder, as Sampſon did his -cords ? 
O conſider, that man was poſſeſſed. with « Devil , whom no cords 
could hold; and wichour queſtion thou art alfo , if ſach Bonds, 
Oaths, Obligations as theſe are, cannot hold thee,do not draw thee 
to the Lord, and bind thee to his Commandments. 


To.cndthis tirft help to holinefs, which is ſerious conſideration, I * 


muſt requeſt thee to read it again, and weigh the particulars which 


I have offercd to thee. If thou wilt ever b2 caken, I ſhould chiak . 


that one of theſe baits (ſhould catch thee 3 Either that the Neceſhi- 
ty of. Regeneration ſhould drive thee, or the Felicity of. the Rege- 
nzrate draw thee, or the Miſery of the Uaregenerate aft: ight thee, 
or. the Equity of Regeneration per{wade thee unto holinels. 

Here are all ſorts. of arguments imaginable 3 if thcu art inge- 
nious, here is-love and merey+to melt thee z if thou art ſtubborn, 
here is endleſs and calleſs miſery te move thee; if thou art. for the 
beſt. things, kexe is Excellency for toallure thee; if thou art for ra- 
tional, here is Equity to prevail with thee, | 

Friend, What ſhall I ſay to thee ? or wherewith ſhall T overcome 


thee ?' Hath not the World conquered thee with arguments which . 


had not-the thouſandth part of that weight which the leaſt of 
theſe hath? -And ſhall not thy Maker, Preſerver, Redeemer, pre- 
vail with'thee, by ſerting before thee the horror of Hell, the hap- 
pineſs of Heaven, the beauty of his Image, the reaſonableneſs of 
hig ſervice, andthe indiſpenſable neceflity of thy being his ſervant # 
Is it poſſible that thy ſoul, ſo cloſely befieged round about , with 
fear, andfury, and fire, onthe one fide; with favour, and love 
and life, on the other fide, ſhould-not ſurrender unto Chriſt ? What 


cbjeQion canſtthou have which here is not anſwered? What good | 


eanſt thou deſire which here is not offered? and why wilt thou not 


TS 
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"The Door of Salo tion dpened = 


Col.3.10. 


P(.17, #/t, 


It is thy priviledg tht thowert a" ſubj £3pable /of:' Gods) "Fl 


mage + it wes mans priffitive purity that te was aduaned wich the 
Image cf his MikerC'&Ah ,/'what a glorious! ſhining ;picce was ho 
Cen. 1.26 when he cane new}y out ot; Guds-Mint1!-)-It is mans unſpeakable 
Toh, 3+ 6. 
Goa 6. 9s 


milery that he hath loſt Geds Imagez'iihis recovery. here copitis 


cth in having Gods Image imprinted on him in part and hisfel+! 


cizy and pexicCtion hexcatter, jn having this Image:ſtamped oathim 


fully, and compleatly; and; canſt, thou - then ; be; unwilhog t6 be: 


made like .unto the blefſed;God? Surely (fin hath bound: thee 
ſtrongly, .and Satan poſſcfied thee ſtrangely, it nuncof theſe things 
overcome thee. Fricnd; art.thog not.defirous'to fare well iwithe 
other world? Then ponder theſe. Subjeds of Contideration (exi- 
ouſly. and irequently,” whewthou liclt down, and when thou' riſe 
vp 5 when thou goelt out , and when thou comeſt in ; thou lietle 
tbinket} what tuch ſerious frequent thoughts nay produce,Whillt 
David was muling, a tice was kindled- within him, Pſal. 39. Conſider 
what Thape ſaid, and tbe Lord give #bee underſtanding in all tings. 


CHAP, XVII, . 


The ſecond Help to Regeneration, 


An obſervation. or knowledy of thoje ſeveral fteps whereby the Spirit of 


God reneweth others ſouls, and a pliable carriage and ſubmiſſion to 
its workings and m/110ng, 


I Come now to the ſecond Help, which I promiſed, towards Ho- 


lineſs and Regeneration, and that will branchiit (elf forth into 
theſc two particulars; 


Firſt, An obſervation or kyowledg of thoſe ſeveral fleps, whereby the 

Spirit bringeth home wandring Sheep into the Fold of Chrift. 
| Secondly, A pliable ſubmiſion to the workings and motions of vbe 
Holy Ghoſt, as at any time be makgth bis addr:ſſes unto 1bee, 

For the firft of theſe, thoa art to undertitand that converſion is 
not- wrought all together , and at once, but by degrees 3'as in the 
generation of' a Child, tirſtthe brain, heart, and liver , is framed; 
next the bones, finews, neryes,and arterics 3 then the flcſh is added: 


5@ 


UMI 


TT | by the Key of Regeneration. 


L "$9 iu Regeneration, 4tr{ithe fian=r/hath-the ſeed of repentance and 
Pp faith, in the ſen of his-fias and miſcey, and the ſight of the mer- 
cy of Gud in Carilt, then forme delices atrex Chriſt, next fome afh- 
a ance on Chriſt, and aftex-theic an hearty acceptance: of Chriſt as 
jc Lord and S4viour. "WO 

og The Match betw:zen Chriſt and the Soul , is not hudled up in 
A bafte Chriſt firſt goeth a'worings The' Father offereth. 4 large 
, portion. with his Son 3 the-Creature conhid-terh his terms, how 
= lovely his Perſon js, what his Precepts will be, what advantage he 
ſhall have by the marriage; and.bya deep and powerful energy of 


the Spirit, confenteth totake him-for his Lord and Husband, 
| Firſt, 'The ficlt ep, is Lilnmination, « Tnc Spirit of God doth in 
the ficſt place open. the: eyer' of the blind , and tmrn men. from: dark+ 
| neſs to-ldight ,, here is Iilymination : ang then. from #be power of Star 754, more 
to God; here i5 Repeneratim, Acts 26. 18. Betore the Sun of righte» Of this ig 
ouſneſt ariſeth on the ſoul, there is day-break vf light in the under- P- 313+ 
ſtanding, 7b». Baptift, who was the fore-runner of Chriſt,and ſent 
t0 prepare bis way beforebim,, did it by giving kyowledg of ſalvation, 
Luke 176, 77» | 
It js obſervable; that in the Covenant of Grace the mind 13 (ti!1 
{poken of to be renewed betore the heart, Heb, 10.8 9, Fer.31-33. 
For *tis by the underſtanding that grace flips dowa into the affects 
ONS, 
Satan/indeed; that cruel Jaylor, (ccures his captives in the dark 
dungeonof Hgnorances; They: are ſtraugers. to the life of God, thromgh. 
tbe ignorance that is in them, Eph.'4 18, When: that uncircumciſed 
Philiftine hath taken away Sampſon priloner, the tirft-thing he doth, _ 
is © put out hiscycs; when this is done, he can make (port enough 
with him. The evil ſpiric rikes men bliud, as the Syrians were, 
and then lcads them whithenhe pleaſes ;--but the good-ſpiric opens 
their eyes, 4nd ſhe werth them that they, art:in: theit enemies hands, 
liable every moment to be murdered, and: then ſets bread and wi- 
ter before them. Converſtan is called a tranſlition out of darkne(s 
into marvellous light, 1 Pet. 2:3; 
The {Gioner travelieth ia the dark night of his natural cllate, and: 
miſtaketh his way { heloſeth- hiaſelf. inthe milk of ignorance ) 3; 
but whcn the morniug cometh; the man (eeth that he: hath gone 
in awrong path, then he befools., andis diſpleaſed with him(clf, 
2nd turneth about., All the while the creature hath - his uudeaſtan- 
ding.darkned, hg .walketh in the way of thefleſb, and the world; 
| and: 


— 


Tm "The Door of Salodtion opened © 


and believeth that tobe'the tight way to happincls 3 but when the 


Spirit of God enlightneth the mindythe man ſeeth that he wes ex- 
ecedingly miſtaken, begins to wonder at his own folly and wicked- 
neſs, to-abhor himlclf, and change his courſe : T will bring tbe blind 
IR by a way which they knew not , I will lead them in Paths that they bave 
16,175, wot knows, I will maky darkpeſs light before +bem:” (then what follow- 

'  eth?) they ſhall be turned back, theyſh5ll be greatly aſhamed. 

Till the underſtanding of a man be enlightned to (ce the defor- 
mity of fin, and the beauey of holineſs, he will never heartily lothe 
and gricvec for the former, love and long for the latter. As ir is in 
ſome hot Climates, though the Sunſhine very hot there, yet when 
there is no catrance for it into mens Houſes, *rwill not ſcorch or 
heat the Inhabitants: Sin is of a (corching nature 5 but when the 
underſtanding (which isthe wadow into the houſe ) is kept ſhur, 
that it can have no entrance into the heart, no wander if the firmer 
tee] no pain. 

God hath made the ſame Qzgan for ſecing and ing,” Tis the 

Zach. 12-eye of knowledg which affeQs the heart. They ſhalt fee bim whom 
%  » they bavepierced, and mourn. Sight of lin doth precede ſbrrow for 
ſin ; as- foon as ever the Infant cometh into the lighe , it cryeth; 
though all the time it was in thedark priſon of the mothers womb, 
it waSquiet, | 

Secondly, The ſecond ſtep which the ſpirit takes, is Convittion, 

Joh.16.9, to convince the finner. The Sun which before did tmlighten his 
ans mind, doth now flide down with its heating and Nm 
into the- conſcience : That knowledg which thefin his 
lins before, was ſpeculative, but now become practical, making fin 
like a lump of lead upon tender fiefh , that-the Conſcience is ex- 
ccedingly pre(>'d and oppreſ(F'd with it. 

Convidjon is tbe applicetion of the nature of ſi, end danger-of fn- 
ners, to bimſelf in partienlar , which before he knew in the "genera; 
as inthe twi-light before the Sun ariſetty, a man muy ſte abroud, 
but he cannot fee in his own houſt ; but when the Sun ariſerth, a 
man may ſee both abroad, and at home. within his own doors. So 
before the Spirit approacheth the' ſoul in a way of conviRtion, the 
finner could ſceabroad'; he'knew that the foul thet finneth , muſt 
dye; that they which do ſuch and ſuch things; cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God z he knew theſe things in 'tlie' generat,, bat he 
couſd nat fee in his own houſe , in-his own heart, that he himſelf 

-was a.great inner, adead, edamucdcreaturc for though - 

wou 
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would in his prayers, acknowledgthathe had broken the Law, and 
was thereby liable to the wrath.,of the Lord , yet he did it but cu- 
ſtomarily and formally,.not believing what he ſpake : for ſhould 
another man come to him, and tcli him, O Friend, you daily provokg 
God, and are every hour in danger of Hell; he would flic in his face, 
and tell others, that he was, a. very uncharitable mau, and all be- 
cauſe the linner: could not [ce ig his own houſe but when the Sun 
of righteouſneſs ariſeth, the ſinner can ſee withinas well as with- 
out doors 3 heſceth the hajnous nature of his own fius , and the 
grievous danger of - his own ſqul. Wye” 

The Spirit of God convinceth the inner of four things. 

- Firſt, The. Spirit conpinceth bim of bis great and innumerable corrup>= 
tiong. The man before knew in the general, that all have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God , and would confels himfelt a (inner for + 
mally, and ſlightly : but-now he feels himſelf a finner, and finds 
experimentally that he is a polluted poyſoned creature. The Spirit 
of God holdeth the-glals of the Law betore the eyes of his foul, 
and makes him( whether he will or no) ſee what dirt and detormi- 
ty js 10 the face of his heart and life, Without the law there is no 
tranſgreflion; and without the knowledg of the Law there will be 
no conviction, As one of the perſecutors in the days of Queen Mary, 
hoſe, an Houſe, for a Protettant , ask'd an old woman in the 


houſe, Where is the Heretick? She points-to a Chelt of Lioncn,upon 
which, ſtood a Looking-glaſs, and bid him look chere,and he.ſhould 
fee him : He looke there, and Kill asked , Where is be ? She meant 
that he himſclf was. the Hezetick,and in the glaſs he might ce him- 
(c1f: -{o befoxe the Holy Ghoſt came toconvince this finner, if the 
Miniſter at any time had preached agaiolt pride ,, unbelict, carnal- 
mindedne(s, hypocriſie, and the like, his voice was, Where are theſe 
men?. Surely. the Miniſter meets with ſuch and duch inthis Sexmons 
but now the Spirit in his Conſcience {peaketh to.him, what Natbas 
did to David, Thow art the map. Thou art the proud, carnal, hypo- 
critica], curled ſinner, which the word of meaneth;z and the 
man cannot deny it. The Holy Ghoſt pull off his cags and plaiſters 
and makes him (cc all his nakedacls apd foxes; it langgth his wounds 
Ce Tg Ne bebe Ree rower pmarece and 
corruptions-which 15, 1at that he Om thought of before, 


Formerly he eſtcemed himſelf to be ad , comparing himſelf 
with them that. were worſe, .or not minding the inward meaning 
and extent Webs Tom of: Gogzhue yow by eſ.amebe Spirit beings 

| im 
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1% The Dow of Galoation wowed 


—_ 


hirn to the Kiowledgbf- fin res Loa ge Hind the deprava- 
cjon of his nature, how ie ivof poltation ; even x3 Tull avever 
oad was of Poylon ; how'empry it is of 'all good, nay, what an 
enerny. it is to God and godline(s*: it fhewerh' him the abominati- 
ons of his htart, how rhe imaginations and 1Boughts of bis beart bave 
been evil; only evi; and that contitdlally:* the provocations of his life, 
how full that hath been of lufts and fins, even as the firtnament of 
fiarrs; it'fwetrti him the evil of his thoughts,” of his words, of 
his deeds z his ortiiflions in his'clofer, in his tarnily; his commiſſions 
abroad, at home : it ſheweth him his Idolatry , in fertirig up Self 
as his God, in'bowing down to'it, and worthipping it ; his adulcery 
in going a whoring after the creatures, lovirig, ang, and rruſttn 
them more than the Ctearby, wbo # bled fe twer,' Tt ſhewerh'him 
how he hath diſhonoured the nathe of God, grieved the ſpiric of 
God, andervalued the Son of God*, violated every command of 
God 3 how he hath figmed againft the firſt command , in not wor- 
ſhipping and glorifying God as'the only true God, and as his God; 
and in giving that honour to others, © which is dite to hin atone < 
46ainſt rhe'ſecond, in not wetthipping Gol iccordibg to the word, 
but accotding t6 the traditions othets ,” or tits own inventions: 
a£4inft the third, in not reverencing the name}, word, and works 
God: agaJoft the fourth, m'tior {4þMiſying che Sabbath tb Gods 
ſervice; butprophaniing it, cither by idleng{b'or worldly labburs, or 
otniſiog of ducics ey, Mint ; againſt the fifth, imnot'tarrying 
himſcff agen, brag duty toward? thigntt that are above him, c- 
equal fo Him, or b:low him": againft 'the ſixth "ſeventh; eighth, 


ninth, and tenth , in wronging hisn , cithet in regard of 


life, chaſtity, goods, natne, relations, her in cthooght”, 'words;'or 


A ? , | | Et. 

Ftſhewerh him thi darkies of his underfianding, the Tubborn- 
teſb'of His will, the difofdcrednefs of his affe@tions, rhe hardnets 
of his heart, the Tearcdrels'6f his eaiiſtjence, the mil*hiprove- 
ment*bf *his dedyy ® 1nd "how his 'tyts have” brheld-yani 


| | ty, 
cars breri%6pen ity, all” his ſenſes Heer) | rHg1 4 
5's fn /the midi of Med nine nh 
tebuſhels,H6W froth yn ; E ſadls'0f His feet, 
there's ti! "tir, nochwy' 2. bruiſes, 'and 
gm fye=" el fx nan yt 
t is not. brs or” two Fs tie trouble this Bahr, 'bur injy- 
wezable eyils cottiputy thu abour 3 whole ſwatms of theſe Bees flic 
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in his fece;and ing his conſcience” ie-may be one (iu did firft ſet 
bim, fomerſin againſt” the "light which God Hud: given him 1 
and'\now chat Creditor hath caſt him into priſon ,' alt the reſt come 
and clap 'rheir'aQions upon him to keep him there 3 his fins in his 
ons wagieety: in his duties to God ; his fins againſt ſeaſonable 
cort againſt merciful difpeaſations+ this fins againit che mo+ 
tions of: Gods Spirit, againſt che conviction of his owh (pirit, againſt 
lights love, purpoſes, promiſes ;/ they all compaſs the fryner round, 
that ht cannot eſcape ; Now he ſees the ugly loathſomnels ot his 
luſts; how they are againſt an Infigite God, againſt a Yighteous Law, 
againfta precious Soul 3 how by reafonot them he is wholly un- 
like God; and become the'very picture of the-Devil; and truly now 
heis far from having thoſe flatreridg thoughts of himfelf, and fa- 
yourable thoughts of his fins, which formerly he had ; For fin's 
part, "tis abyunding, polluting, poyſonow , ſinful fin: He'ſeeth the 
wrinckles of this Fezabe!'s face under her paint 3 and O how ugly 
is ſhe im his eyes | and for himſelf , he is more out of love, than c< 
ver he was in love with bimfelf. Some (ay after they have had the 
Small-pox, that they come to fee theraſelves in a glals, rhey look 
ſo ug]y by reaſon of "their ſpots , that they ' cannot endure to ſee 
themſelves. Truly this poor fianer bcholding himſelf in the glaſs 
of the Law, and viewing thoſe helliſh (pets of fin all over his toul 
and body, he abhorrerh himſelf in duſt and aſhes. 
- This is the fitlt thing the Spirit convinceth che foul of, and that 
is fin ; When be is come, be ſhall comunce the world of fin-, John 16, 8, 
God never cured a ſpiritual Leper , but he cauled him to fall dowa 


firſt, and cry out, Unclean, unclean. 


Secondly, The Spirit convinceth him of his miſerable aull dread- 


ful condition. Now the commandments of God come to the ſoul; 


kn reviveth, and the finner dyerth. Het he before that he was 
whole, a (outd man, toiheve lirtionced of «Phyficiad ; but now ht 
both feeth his ſores, andfeeleth his wounds. - 

Minifters before” had *frequently cald him of his dangerous, 
Jamnable-eftate 3- but he had # THield to keep off all cheir darts+ 
He was wot ſo bad & they took/bim 16: be: ſomewhat they muft ſay for 
their money : - And befidey \ -thowgh' be were & bad as ſuch preciſe <en- 
ſoriows Pr eacherr would \make bim to be, yet God war ameriiful God, and 
Feſus Chriſt died for finners, and be boped to be ſaved at well ar the beſt of 
them. But now God comes to him as he did to Adam after his fall; 
Adam where art thou ? Haſt thou eaten of the tree of which I ſaid unto 
LAT Cc 2 thes, 


— 


__ The Deer af oloatign opened \\ 


—— OD elm meg eye oereegnnsy; Ny nn 
thee, thaw ſhalt,notget.4 Shmerg whereaththoy e; Doft #how- kyam, robot 
thou art doing, «nd whetbey thom art going i How: daret tbon prophane 
my day, blaſpbeme my name, ſcoff 81 my people, neglctt- my worſhjp , caſt 
my laws behind thy-back,, andbate tobe reformed ? | Dareft. 1h» propokg 
the Lord to anger? Art tbou flronger than be? How will thine -beart endute, 
or thine bands be ſtrong inthe. day thot I, ſpall deal with thee? Pf. uot 
know, poor dry. ftmwbble, that "tis @ fearful thing to fa}l into my for 
I am « conſuming:fire;. Now the fianer beareth the voice of and 
is afraid ; Alas, 'alas, thinksihe, I am adcad , a damned man the 
Almighty God is angry 3, the weight-of my lias at preſent. is hea- 
vy but the ſufferings which I am every moment liable to, ,arc-in- 
tinite and eternal... Othat I ſhould ever be borxa todo as I have 
done ! Now the lightaiags of. Divine Fary flaſh. in his eyes, and 
the Canons of the Laws Curſes, thunder in bis cars 3 he ſeeth a. 
ſharp Sword of pure wrath hanging by a ſlender thread of lite. 
oves his head: he feeJeth the fingings of his (ins, thoſe fiery 
Serpents at his heart.  Therejs.no reſi; in his flcſh , becauſe of 
Gods anger 3 nor quietnel(s in his bones, becauſe of his ſins. The 
Arrows of the Almighty are within him, ard the- poylon there- 
of drinks up his ſpirit : the waves and billows of God go over 
his ſoul, and he finketh in deep waters: God | writeth bitter 
things againſt him, and makes him._to poſſeſs the fins of his youth. 
Now the man is calmed ;, he will, hear what God ſpeaketh ;, be- 
tore, though God. himſelf had told him out of his Word what 
a wicked wretched. man he was, he would not miad-it, but 
fiorm and rage, at it z he was like # wild Aſs ſnuthug up the 
wind, andas an untamed Heiter impatient of the yoke 3 he would 


kjck ant fling like a mad man: What, be give credit to the doQrine, 


and ſubmit to tbe ſevere diſcipline of - few whimſical Puritans , that 
out be wiſer than.,all their neighbours No, not he , though they 
. ſhewed him the very hand of Godin Scripture to thale warrants 
which they defired him to obey. But-now he is of another mind, 
for the Law bath ſous bim. up under fin and guilt, Gal. 3,22. The 
Law hath pent him. in , and ſaxt bim wp ; that he cannot poſlibly 
get out; As Lions,' Bears, and wild Beaſts,. are tamed by .bcing 
ſbut up, and kept-in,, lo the- Law cauſcth whach ,. Row. 4.15. 
ſhuts. the finger, up. under it ,. and keeps: him; in, that his 
_—_ arting-holes, canpot help. him-, - and. thereby tames 
ms... | my Þit, 


While 
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-'While the was convinged of//his fins and miſery, his conſcience 
was ſcared , not troubled at all the threatnings which were'dc- 
nounced againſt him : but now his conſcience is 
way: you will, you put him to pain; tell him under this convicti- 
on, of his drunkennels, or ſwearing, or atheiſm, or eagerne(s after 
this world, and heartleſneſs about the things ot the other world, 
hisneglcRing God in ſecret, of not inſtructing and praying with 
his Family ; tell him how cold and cuſtomary he was' in his deyo« 
tin; ſaying to others, that they took more pains for Heaven than 
they needed to do z of. his juſtifying himſclt in his tranſgreflions, 
and- taking part with Satan agaialt his own ſoul ; he cryeth,Guiley, 
Guilty , when ſuch Bills: of Indiqment are read againii him ; but 
every word-in them is a deep wound to him; -the wolf in the 
brealt, and worms in the belly , do not cauſe half that pain which 
his wickedneſs doth by gnawing in his conſcience, Tell him of the 
Goſpel, how infinitely merciful. God is, and how inconccivably me- 
ritorious Chriſt is, and how freely the glad 'tydings of the Golpel 
are offered to all z O this toucheth him to the quick, the Sword ot 
the Goſpcl cuts him more to the heart than the Sword of the Law. 
O, ſaith be, this, 1his is my death ; were it not for thu, I ſhould bave 
ſome bopes of life ; bat alas, I bave abuſed mercy , which is tbe only 
Friend Þ bave left : 1 bave deſpiſcd Chriſt, and neglefied the great ſal- 
vation which aſs tendred to me in the Goſpel. Vile creature that Tam: 
Mercy, Love, and Grace, came many a time wooing me | bow did ſus 
Chritt bimſelf with fardon and life come beſeeching me, begging of me 
20 open my heart , and let bim-in ; and yet, curſed wretch that I was, 1 
dented bim | when the world could lye wary in my boſom all night , and 
fur get a good room in my ſoul, yet my Szviour muſt jland witbout,, and 
wet: be thought worthy to be let in! I bave moſt unwortbily ſparned a+ 
gainſt bis bowels of compaſſion, ſcorn:d bis ſweeteſt and moſt affeFionate 
perſwaſions, moſt deſperately refrſed te only means of + my recovery; aud 
tbercfore I, what ſhall I do? Whither ſhall I go ? If one man fins againft 
anotber,1he F udg-ſhall. judg bim , but if « man fin againft the Lord, 
wha, bell entreat for bin ? - If I had ſinned only againſt. my Creator, my 
Redeener-might bave ſatisfied for: me, but I, wretched I, have finn.d 
againſt my Redeemer, and therefore who ſhall entreat for me? © the (rights 
and fears, and horrors, and terrors, which this poor creature ſutfer- 
eth undef the fight and ſenſe of his fins and- guilt !*but the fore- 
thoughts of an eycriaſting miſcarriage in the. other world | 


ore,touch it which 


The Door of Salvation opewed 


hiea. quite down, that he is able to hold up no longer: . Thus the 
Spigit firſt plougheth up the failow-ground of the heart, beforche 
calteth into it the {eed of grace 3 he tieſt captivates the tinner, and 
baiogs/him inta a ſpiritual dungeon, under chains of guilt and hor« 
rar, .that the very Irons enter into tis foul before (he | pleciaimerbs 


1fa 61.1,2 liberty 20 the captive, and the opening of "tbe priſon td them that are 


bownd : Some indeed are brought lower than others with-legal 
terror 3 but ſurely, not « few have failed to Heaven bythe very 
gates of Hell. God is reſolved that men ſhall feel tin cither here 
- or -hereafter. 

Fhirdly, The Spiric convinceth him ofthe impotency and weaks 
neſs of ell the things in the world to-belp bim ;, that in the whole Gar- 

n of nature there is never an herb which can make a falve to 
heal his wounded conſcience. Now.the ſinner is ſcorched with the 
heat of Gods wrath, he is likea man in a-burning Feaver, fullof 
pain, and he tumbleth and rofſech from one fide of the Bed to 
the other, trying and hoping for-caſc 3 he goeth to this carnal 
comfort, or that human help to have his pain «bated, and: his 
ſores cured, but none of them will do as faſt as he claps on 
thoſe carnal plaiſters , the Spirit cauſeth his conſcience to rub 
them off. 

It may be firſi the man uſeth forreign Drugs; - he being troubled 
in conſcience,  gocth with Caix to the building of Civtes, to carth- 
ly employments, that the noiſe of the Hammers might drown the 
voice of conſcience; that his mind and body being occupied about 
other things, conſcicace might have no time nor leiſure to proceed 
ia preaching its cutting Lacturesz or elſe like Saul, -he runneth to 
his-muſick, to carnal contentments,to merry meetings, jovial com- 
panions, his peferment or pleaſures in the world, or fome carnal 
diverſion, if it be poſlible-to turn the water of his thoughts into a+ 
nother chavucl,and {© keep that Mill from going which makes ſach 
a clacking dreadful noiſe in his ears, and threatneth to grind him 

x £0 powder.» Thus: fiafally fooliſh is man; - as ſoon as ever a fires 
kindied.m his foul, which-would aſpire to Heaven, he runnerh with 
His-Backces to carthly ſprings, and-tetcheth water 
it ; the throws 'of thenew bieth do no; ſooner come upon him, but 
he, tike ſome fample woman, takes cooling things, which caule his 
labour to go back:agem. Bur: the Holy Ghoſt-( for I am now 
ſpeaking of one in whom the;Spirit-goeth through with the york) 
makes all theſe things empty to him 3 the virtue of thoſe poor >" 1 
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dialsis ſoon (pent, and gow the manis 2s lick 2s before. Conſcience 


forall theſe interruptions, ftilHollow him with-this Huc and Gry 
by « warrant from Heaven, tor the breach of Gods Statutes, - that 
the finger can houſe no where in any of theſe worldly comforts, but 
conkcience is at his heels, raifing the Town upon him,- and giveth 
him noreſt; the man finds this phyſick but like hot water to one 
in.s'cold fit of an ague; which warms 2 little at preſent, but makes 

his hot fit the more-violent,.. - : | 
'Whypn the ſinner finds that his cxotical drugs will noc curehim, 
he will try in the next place Kitcbin phyfick,, he will be his own 
both 'DoRor and Apothecary 3 he hopeth that his praying and 
grieving, and trouble of mind, and'refolution to he better, will 
fatistie Gods juſtice, and pacite his own conſcience, and heal it 
throughly. Oh-how the man:endcavours to lick himſelf whole ! 
man is a proud creature, unwilling to beg or borxow of his neigh» 
bours, very (olicirous rather to make a poor ſhift with' what he 
hath of his own, The Mariners will row hardia a ſtorin to get 
toſhore by their own power, (before they will awake Jeſus with 

Save x; Maofter, or we periſh, | 

But the Spirit convinceth him of the inſufficiency of all his 
prayers, and tears, aud duties to appeaſe God, or fatishce his Law 3 
the Spirit ſkeweth him the narrowneſs and ſhortneſs of all his 
rags, how they cannot poſlibly cover his nakedne(s ; conſcience 
telleth him that by his very duties, he is ſo far from paying his old 
ſcote; that he'runnech furtherin debt : Al, ſaith Conſcience, thy 
very datier moy damn thee'y He who is of purer eyes then 20 bebold iniqut» 
fy; ſfeeth # rhouſant bolerin thy beſt car; the boly God ſeeth ſins enowgh 
iu them #0 ſend thee into Hell for them... Canft 1box poor beggar, with 
rownterfeit farthings think; to pay au infimite ſum? Can thy poor 
mire performances ſatiefie infinite. 7 ujtice far 3be violation of hit right -ong 
precepts? Andfor thyreſolutions of better ehedience,. canfi thin thinktbot 
farure obedinite can'. fatisfie for former bſabedzence.f,: No, thiwgh 1b1% 
could} offer #hawſands of rams, and ten 1bouſands of rivers of oy! nay, 
abough tberfirft-born of 1by body , all theſe conldnrt be a gropination for 
the beafi-fore of thy ſoul; "no, wo, the redemtine of + ſoul is mere 


me-of 

'pridionr;" far all rbefeit muſt ceaſe for every tv hh 44) +» | 
Lhe who ferrits the dinner out of all-his:Boxows, and gauſeth 
po gn, while he is wandring: from its: Fethgr, to tid 
afamine in-all the creatures,:. As a General that. hchhegetha City, 
doth nor only! play in apon it 'with this Caunons and Granadoes, 


but . 


f : 


- 
' 
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but allo ſecure the ſeveral paſſages, liop all proviſion .that.no relief 


exm-come to it, then they will yield upon his terms: So when the 
Spirit ,brfiegerh the'ſou], it vften plyeth it hard with the bateeries 
of the Law; and always toppeth xelict trom coming in, cither from 
the world,or a mans own righteouſneſs, and then, and not till chen 
will the creature yield upon the terms of the Golpel. 


' . . Fourth, The Spirit conyinceth him of the willingneſs, ſwtableneſ7, 


aud all-ſufficiency of Feſus Chriſt to belp and beal bim. 

The'tinner now 1n his burning fit is very thirſty 3 like Hagar, he 
fits weeping, for his bottels are empty, and his creature-comtorts 
are found by experience to be broken ciſterns which can hold no 
water, he knoweth not what to do; how can I f(ee/the death of 
my ſoul? thinks he. When the ſinner is brought to this (trait, the 
ſpirit of God openeth his eyes, to ſee a well of lalvation, even Feſus 
who delivereth from the wrath to come, | y 

The' Spirit diſcovereth to the fianer, that though his wound be 
dangerous, becauſe the God whom he hath provoked, is reſolyed, 
either to have his law ſatisfied, or his eternal wrath endured x yet 
that it is not deſperate 3 for there is Balnvin Gilead, and a Phy lician 
in Iſrael that can heal his foul. | py 31:4 

It convinceth him, that Chriſt is a ſwtable belp, bread to: the 
hungry, water to the thirſty, reſt tothe weary and heavy-ladeu 
that he hath a precious ſalve made of his own blood, which is a 
proper and peculiar remedy for his ſores, i 0145 191 

{lr convincerh hum, that: Chriſt is an- 6b ſufficient belp,' that he 
can fupply all the ſouls wants, be they never t@ many; and hear all 
the ſouls iniquities be they neyer fo weighty, that be is able 3» ſave to 


Beb, 7.25the uttermoſt thoſe that come unto God by bim. It preſenteth to the ſoul 


his firneſs and fulncſs in regard of his natures, and offices, and the 
impoſſibility of his bcing unfaithful to this great work of {ayi 

poor ſinners, fot-which he came into the. world, -. It ſheweth the 
ſinner the infinitenc(s- of Chriſts merits, and his 0mnipatency: to 
help becauſe he is God:the examples of otherwounded diſeaſed per- 
ſons, who ſurrendred themſelves to the care of -this Phyſician and 
were cured; He fhall convince the world of righteouſneſs, elgo to the 
Father, and ye ſee me no more, Joh. 16, 9,10. "That is, the world hall 
be convinced that theres rightcouſneſs .cuough in me to farisfic 
boththe Law and Law-giver, in'that I hall appear'in.my fathers 
preſcnce, and that with acceptance : the would not ſend an Angel 


as his officer, toroll away the ſtone, : and relcale the ſurcty our of 


priſon, 


- 
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priſon, the grave, and bring him betgre the [udg with th much. cre+ 
dit and countenance, if the Law. were not {atistied, and the debt 
fully diſcharged. Heaven could nc ver have held me 3 ye would have 
ſeen me upon carth again, it Thad not done that work pertedly, 
which the Father gave me todo. He ſhall convince the;world of righ- 
teowſneſr, becauſe I go to the father, | ; 

It convinceth him, that Jelus Chriſt is exceeding willing to faye 
poor ſinners , that he is joytul that any will accept him tor their 
Saviour, that he came from heaven to earth, was born mcanly, 
lived miſcrably, and dycd ſhamctully,mcerly upon this errand, that 
he might ſeek and ſlave them that are loſt; that he iaviteth him 
to come to him, and promiſeth that he ſhall be welcom 3 that he 
calleth them that go trom him, but calteth away none that come 
to. him. 

Thus when the prodigal is in a far country, and. cannot fill his 
bellysſo much as with husks, that he is ready to periſh for hunger, 
he'is ſhewed and convinced that there is bread enongh in ba fathers 
houſe. When the linner is like the Iſreelite in the wildernets, behol- 
ding the curſe of the Law like the Ezypriax behind him, and pur- 
fuing him hard,the red Sea of divine wrath betore him, inco witich 
he is haſtning, hiscrimſon and bloody fas like mountains on cach 
fide of him, incompaſſing him cound, that he knoweth not whac 
to doz then the Spirit biddeth him look up to ]clus, and he ſhall 
fee the ſalvation of God, _ 

The third ſtep which the Spirit takes, is a#belation, to cauſe 
the ſoul of the convinced finner, to breathe and pant after Jelus 
Chriſt ;- breath is the firſt effe of life, Convidion hath empticd 
his Romach, of creature contidence, . and (cf rightcoulvels 
rhafe him poog in ſpirit, and O how. hyogry, he is after. the righ- 
tcoulſne(s of. Jeſus Chriſt, the bread which come down from Heaven | 
As the thirity ground cleaves and opens tor drops, as the Hart pant- 
eth after the water-brooks, ſo-panteth his ſoul after Jeſus Chriſt, 
God bleſſed for ever: (thinks he) O when /þall T come and appear be» 
fore bim/ His voice is ( like Rache! ) Give my children or I dye; Give 
me the bolychild Feſuz or, 4 dye ; or lik Abraham, Lord, what wilt thou 
give me if go tldulfys what wilt thou give me if I go ChiiltleG? 
of liks the Few's to Phillh, Sir, we would fouls Jews If che Angel 
ſhould niece him, he might beſpeak the ſoul 45 he did the woman, I 
know what thou ſeekeſt, thou ſeekeft Feſis which was crucified. O the ar- 
dent defires, the vehemernit longiggs, the undtterable groans, which 
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this poor cteatyre hath afterhis Saviqur ! as David, he ciyeth out, 
Who will give met0 drick, of the Sorls of 1h) well of Betblcbem!Where is 
that blefſed guide, that can lead me, and help me to drigk of the 
water ol' life !* | | 
Methinks' I fee how J<fus Chrilt preſents himſelf to the eye of 
the dexeed fouls underſtanding, in all his glor and gallantry, in 
his ſutablent(s Unto the finners indigencies,aud bfpciency tor all his 
neceſſities, *with'the freenels of his mercy, the fulncfs of his me- 
xits, and the fweetneſs of his loye ; how he appears befpre the (oul 
with his retinue and train of graces, comforts, his blood, his ſpirit 
the favour of God, freedom from lin, wrath, hell; onthe qne and 
of hin there ſtand his gracious promiſes of pardon, pe3ce, 3doption, 
ſanRifcation, heart-chearing love, and everlaſting life; Oa the 0- 
ther hand of him, there ſtands his precious precepts of (elf-denjal, 
crucitying the flcth, walking after the Spirit, deſpiling the ſegſual 
plcafares, honours, and profits of this warld, and Jclighting inGod, 
walking with him,Having che converſation in heayen,and rejoycing 
in hope of 'glary. In the middle, there ſtands. the fairclt of ten 
thouſands,adorned as 2 bridegroom with his richeſt attire, glikering 
with the jewels of thoſe graces, with which his hamanity 15 adoxn- 
ed, in a greater degree then'the heavens could, though every ſtar in 
it were a glorious ſn z but O how the diamond of his D-ity [park- 
leth in the fouls account, that Millions of worlds would ut a 
ers cyc! How n= 
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have brought nine childrew into the world with as much pain as 
moſt women, yet I would bear them all over again,and bear them 
all-my days for Chriſt. 

There is mention made of a bird in Egype, near Nils, called the 
bird of Paradiſe, which they fay, it it bc once entnared, is unquict 
and mourntul till ſhe be delivered : {o-is this convinced ftnner, now 
he feels himdclt cotanglcd inthe bond of iniquity and fnarcs of the 
Devil, he is anquiet cill he be delivered. "Talk to this man of his 
relpett and friends,and riches in the world, they are as the white of 
an <gg4 or a dry chip without any favour, rcliſh, or nouriſhment ro 
him z butccl1 him of Jeſus Chrift, an able Surety to diſcharge all his 
debts,” O that is the favoury meat which his ſoul loveth: As a man 
that is fick- and extreamly pained, when you talk to him of hit cal- 
lingor cſtare, he hearcrh not, he regavdeth not but tell him of one 
that can cure him of his diſcafe, arid eaſt him ot his pain, then he 
will hearken to you; thus 'tis with this finnery all his delight is 
in hearing of Chrilty all his longing is to hear from Chriſt, The 
poor priſoner that is condemned to be hanged,” and hath ſent a 
mefſenger-to fue for a perdon, never longed ſo-much for his re« 
rar! with joyful news, as this poor ercature for an intereſt in the 
Mediator. | 

Thus the Spirit having convinced the foul of its beggary 
and-'nekedne(s, bondage and miſery, cauſeth-it to breathe and 
torig after the riches, + liberty and rightcouineſs which is in 
Chrat, | | 

The fonrth flep is Lamentation + the foul that breatheth after a 
Saviour, is truly brokers for his fins ; his groans after liberty are 
accompanied with griet for his flavery : Now the clouds gather 
and"thicken' over the foul, and rall down in tears; his forrow 
uiider the conviction of. his miſcry wts legat,” bat now *ris for his 
abuſe ofimercy,-and ſo'Evangelica} His'heart betore was as a cloud 
broken by a Thunderbolt, being. torn m pieces- violently, and 
making a mighty noiſe 3 but now like the Cloud melted by the 


ſhiding of the Suni-upon-it, it-difſ6lves down ſweeely into a fruit- yrms poſ- 
ful ſhower. He looked on firs before as *twas Aammtimg;as that which fr pen:- 
would cat hjs 46ul and body mto'Helly but now he looks on fin 11191iaw a- 


as*tis d: titiing} as-that which makes hinrunlike to'God; and as char £ 
by which HE hath abuſed love 4hd mercy 4 and the” confiderarion f 


ot' 'ttiis wavmeth his heart, and kindly thaweth it, The man hath 4ulgenti- 
now fone (mall hope of-aiercy, and thar, hike thenearer approach «nm. Amb, 
5 D 
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Pſal. 58. 
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of.the Sun, lokacth: thaticarth Which was/hatdned under the froſt 
ot,legal texros, 14G not [6 a19tlt 169% bluaw T 14 
The Pump of the ſinners heart was dry, till the water of Goſpel= 
grace, apprehended and \hoped for,. was poured in, and then it 
icndeth torth abundantly, He returgeth now:to God with ſuppli- 
cation, weeping, aud-tmoyurnings: As ;Feſepb, ſo:this ſinner ſeeketh. 
for a place to weep inrarle gocth into; hys Chamber,)falleth down 
bctoic God, and pourcth out his heart at his cyesand tongue 3. He: 
accuſcth, ſhameth, condemneth,  abharceth himſelf becauſe of his 
fins ; He doth not diſſcmble his birgh, but acknowledgech the pol+ 
lution of his conception, -Behold-I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſi 
aid my m1ther, cogceive me ai hs confellesh the tranigreſiions of- his. 
ite, that he, bath gaze: aftrey from, the womb, that ever lince he:was: 
able to go, he went, altsay; ; ae-acknowledgeth his.;trangreſſions, 
and is ſorry br his G0s4 with Ephraim, hemites upon. his thigh; 
ſaying, What þave I done ? with the Publican he: beats on bis breaſt; 
crying out, Gad be pnercifu}. unto me_a ſinner., With the Prodigal, he 
is aſhamed toilook 'up, $9, (God,; yBt.lighs ous, Father , 1 have ſinned. 
azainſt beaven, and before thee, and am: nnmgrihy to be. called by child. 
He throweth hunſclf down. as Gads-fect,- bemoapring himſelt thus: 
Lord, T am #be greateſt of ſinners, leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies 3 
I bave defaced thine images. broken thy Laws, ſinned: againſt tby majeſty ; 
22ain(t thee, thee, I have ſiyned,and done cuil #n, thy fight ; . T bave: dane the 
rk, of Satan, thing, cnemy,: andmwy weges.is nothing but dewth bow 
So pleaſeſt to deal with thy worthleſs creature I know not; bughow+ 
cver thox.deal with me, 'tbou,ary nighteows,vard:T mill lay; my band on 
my mouth, If thou ſay thou haſt uo pleaſure in.me, lo here4 am, do with 
me what ſcemeth. good. in thy ſight \. yet, 0 ſ#ve-my ſoul ;-ten thouſand 
Hells are my portion \, buz,if out of thy bortoreeſy mexcy, 4how. ſhalt pluck, 
my feet out of this, bat tonuleſs miiſ Ys , my. ſou} ſhall admire thy free grace, 
my tongue ſhall ſug aloud of thy xich mercy, z.,and; Q.4be obligaaien which 
thi vile wretch ſhall bave to.be. fsigbfully and upright ly.ſerviceoble. tp 
thy Majefty ! 


His contrition. runneth all' along parallel with his confeſlion 5 


his heart: worketh more.chan his lips and hands+-bisaffeRions are 
much more ſelf-abaling and; humbling. than hjs,cxpreſiions ; be 
ſceth, him whom he hath pierced, ,and: mourneth.z, Calvary/is a Bo- 


' chim, aplace of weeping to him 3 his eyes are ſo full,! that though 


Chriſt be nigh him,, yet. like Mary, he cannot ce: him; for tears 3 


nceyer fountain ſent, forth water. more.freely than this finner mo: 
| « godly. 
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gadly;forrow 3 when he conſidereth what he hath» done, how he 
hath! ſinned, what a God he hath grieyed, ſorrow and griet over« 
- whelm his {pirit, | | 

( The fifth fiep'is implantation into Chriſt ; the Spirit now leadeth 
| 


on” > 


TILES 


the Child by the hand unto Chriſt, nay, grafteth him into 
Chriſt. The ſoul bring convinced: of the neceſſity it ſtands in of 
Chriſt, of the endleſs miſery which ir muſtundergo without Chriſt; 
of: the all-ſufficiency that is in Chriſt, how willing, how-able he 
is 'to bind up the broken heart, and 'to fave the linful foul, doth 
by the help. of the Holy Ghoſt venture its ſelf, and its everlaſting 
eſtate; upon Jcius Chrilt, reſolving to ſtand or tall, live or dye.at 
his feet. : 
' The>linver is now: between hope'and fear, not knowing how he 
hall fare. . As the tour Lepers that 'were ſhut out of! the City 
in the famine: of Samaria , conſidered ' with themſelves, If we, x... . 
enter into. the City, the' famine 'a in the City, and we- die there ; -oſ+ 
and if. we fit flill bere, we die alſa : Now therefore, come and let 
0s. fall into the Haſt of, the Syriany ;. if they fave- ut alive + we ſpall. 
live; end if they &Ius,. we-ſpall-bur dye-;. and- actordingly- they 
went to. the Syrians camp, ' found ford there, 'and lived, So the 
finner poudereth in his heart 3 It -gotothe world; and lying va- 
nities thereof, I periſh; vanity-of vanities is writcen. upon all its 
enjoy ments,. the famine 15 there, there is nothing that is bread 3 
its whole ſhop cannot afford a Plaiſter which can heal my wounded 
conſcience3. it 1 fit ill in this condition ander the weight of mine 
iniquities,: I- periſh, they will unqueſtionably 'fink+ me into Hell ; 
now theretorc 1 will fall into the hands of the Lord Jetus; it he 
fave my. (oul I (hall live; if he deny to receive ſuch an unworthy 
«wretch-as'I am, 1 ſhall but dye, 1 can but perith, 1 wi'l there- 
fare yemture3 and according/y the ſoul goeth- to 'him;, and-*#iid- 
.eth life in bim:; I have ſometime thought;z-that when” the ſinner 
is come thus far, he carrieth himfelf much like Efher :* When the 
King had mid- an irrevocable decree tor the deſtruction of -her 
ſelf -and people, what doth the do ? (he faſtech and prayeth; aur 
ſendeth ..word- to | Mordecai, Ir will 'go in'aato the King, Which is 
\Hot - poeondeng to: the Law, 'andiif: 1 periſh, T'periſs, Elth. 4; wit. 
- Thus the poor. broken hearted finner, -perceiviig that! che Kung ot. 
Kings hath mide a'decree, That tbe ſoul that firmetb* ſhall die cher- 
nally, and he is a grievous fhaner, he fafteth, he mourneth, he: 
praycth,.and at laſteſotyethy Well, L will goin-unto the King, 
t though, 
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thongh it be not according to the:Law (which ſhutteth me up un+ 
der guilt avd wrath ), If I periſh, I periſh; pofſibly. he may hold 
out the golden Scepter of Grace, and I may live in his fight, Thus 
the poor creature goeth, maketh fupplications belicvingly,and pre- 
vaileth. 

The 'Devil now layeth all the blocks he can poſlibly in| the ſouls 
way to hinder its journey to-Chriſt, As when the woman talked 
to her Husband of going to the Prophet for the enlivening of her 
dead child,he preſently endeavoureth to diſlwade her, that **would 
be to no purpoſe : by wilt thou go # *tis neitber new Moon, nor Sab< 
bath : But yet ſhe went, and had her child reftored to life. Thus, - 
To what purpoſe ſhouldft thou go to Chriſt (ſaith the Devil to the peni- 
tent ſinner Y Canſt thou think, that ſo boly and righteow a God will 
bave the laſt reſpefi for ſwcb a wicked netoriow Hell-bhornd as thou art ? 
I zcll thee, be bath ſent tbouſands, that never forncd as thou baft done, 
into Hell ,, and cauft thou have any thoughts of Heaven 3 Thow baſt dons 
my work, all tby days, .and new lookgft for « reward from God : No,no, Fe 
pay thee thy wages in blackgeſs of drkuſe for ever : If thou badt' ms 
tend.d for life, thou fbouldfi bave minded ſooner, thow baſi days with 
out number broken the Law, and many 8 time rejetted the Goſpel, and now 
"tis too late: Godcalled, and thou wonldji not bear ; now thou call 
long enough, for be will not bear tbee : He tells thee as mich with bis own 
mouth, Prov. 1. 25, to 32. Therefore thow mayft ſpare thy pains and 
prayers, for all will be to uo purpaſe. Surely thou haſt an impudent'ſace, 
and a brazun forebegad, to expel ſuch choice bleſſings as pardon and life 
from that Chriſt whom thau baſt perſecuted in bis people , rejefle# in bis 
Laws, preferring the world and the fleſh before bim, and daring bim 10 bis 
very face. Thus he that was the tuners Tempter to thole fins,turns 
his Tormentor for them; and he that when the foul was poſting 
to Hell, bid it not doubt of Heaven; doth, now the creature is 
creeping towaxds eternal lite; perſ{wade him, that *tis impoſlible to 
eſcape eternal death. But notwithſtanding theſe diſcouragements, 
the tinner will go to the great, Prophet of the Church for the life 
of - his dead foul: He thinks, *Tis true, I am a grievous Ganer, but 
I know that he is a gracious Saviouri; I fee nothing bur-miſery and 
Hell in me 3 but Lice Mercy and Heavenan thick ;: for my warrant 


Mat.1i. 28 I have his precept , Come #nto me#ll ye tbat labour! and arc beavy-ha- 


: For my encouragement I have his promiſe ; 1 will give yow reſt; 


Job. 6:33 Him that cometh unto me, 1 will in w wiſe caſt.ont.. 1 will therefore go 


whatever come of it, audlay my felt at his feet ; if he condemn 
me, 
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me, and fpurn me into Hcl, Ple juttitic hims peradventure be may 
lend me his hand, and raiſe me up with hope of Heavens others 
have gone to him , and he hath bid them weleome. O the Rings 
and Robcs, the Kiffes and Embraces, which many returping Prodi- 
gals have had of him! who knoweth; but he may be gracious: to 
me! If he had not been willing that poar ſinners (bould live , he 
would not have dyed: it he had been unwilling that I (hould come, 
why doth he call me? Well, what ever come of it, I will gozit may 
be I may be hid in the day of the Lords wrath. Thus Faith at firſt 
ſtandeth but on one weak foot, . 

I ſuppoſe that when the finner is in this condition, the vexy 
command of God ( enjoining him to believe in the name. of his 
Son ) is a ſpecial inſtrument in the hand oof the Spirit todraw-him 
unto Chritt z like Abraham, he being called ot God', obeyed , not 
knowing whither he went ; he being called of Gad to calt himſclf 
on Jeſus Chriſt, ob:yeth, not knowing how he ſhall ſpeed. 

The Diſciples, when they hear Chritt (peaking to them in the 
morning ," Caf on the d#ber fide of #be ſhip, and ye ſhall find; Anſwer 
him, We bave fiſhed all night, and caught nothing, neyertheleſs at thy 
command we will les diwn the Net. So the penitent man having 
tricd this and that means, and found na water, no meat, no (olid 
food for his hungry and thirlty foul, hcareth at laſt Chriſt calling 
to him, H) every one that thir{tcth, come to the waters, buy wine and 
milk withoiet money and without price + Catt thy i1as, thy, fog] 0a me, 
and thou halt find reſt: Lord, thinks he, I have tried creatures, 
and they cannot help me 3 I have tried ducies, and they cannot eaſe 
me. I have taken much pains, and caught nothing; aud (hould I 
cometo thee,-would(t thou open thine eye upon luch a weeteh?My 
un wort hine(s makes me'miſtruft the ſaccels 3 nevertheleſs at thy. 
command I will do ic 1i!Ang now -he cometh in his ſinking cbate to 


- take hold bn the arm of #be Lord; which the Goſpel (iserchgth. out 


to him, and thereby he is faved. 

The laft ſfiepis a reſo/uior of the franer to give up him(elf to all 
the'Laws of Chit, or aw hearty acceptation of. the Redeemer as 
Szviour-and/Soveraign.. Phe heart of the man is (@ melied by F- 


vinyglical-ſorrow-for lip,.and the heat of Gods lave to bis ſ{ayy, 


that he is kke ſoft wax for anyropreflion; Gad may command. hign 
what he pleaſcth 3 he cleoyetb to 3be Law with: full purpoſe of. bears. 
Before, he-was like the Prodigal, he malt go as far as ke could froga 
his Fathers Houle 3the Ordegs there were too pure; the Lawsbere 
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coo" ltrict, the Diſciphne tliere too (evere 3: .he travelleth therefore 
into a far Countrey : -but:now the man is hungry , he will ſubmit 
to the duty of a' Son, fo he may but have the Childrens bread and 
diet : nay, now-he is come tohimlelt, it is his meat and drink:to 
do the will of God : he ſeethſuch equity in Gods will, ſuch beauty 
in-his worſhip, fach excellency.and comfort ia his ways ,;; that: he 
would not part Jeſus:Chriſt and hisholy Precepts ( which he nvw 
ſavoureth ) for all carthly pleaſures 3-he 1s ticd fo firmly to-his Ma- 
ficr with-the bond of unteigned love, that Satan himſelf will but 
work at the labour-in-vain when he goeth about to ſeparate him 
and his '{crvice. | | 
He writes Holineſs to the Lord upon his body, foul, eſtate, fa- 
mily;- relations, and all that he hath, thankfully acknowledging 
Gods propriety in all , and his own felicity to conſiſt in impro- 
ving all tor God, He conlidereth how inhinite his obligations to 
God arc ,'what an Hell of eudle(s horror he is redeemed trom, what 
an Heaven of love and happineſs he is called to; and witheth that 
he had'or could do ſomething worthy.of luch a God, And becauſe 
hehath'nothing more or better,be gives himſclt to God;as Aſchines 
when he ſaw his fellow-Scholars give their Maſter Socrates large 
Preſents 3 being poor, and having nothing to give, went aud gave 
himlielt to -his Maſter , acknowledging that he was his devoted 
ſervant. | | 
- The ſinner before' was 'uubroken, and ſo.as unfit for ſubjeRion, 
as the unbroken Colt . for the faddle; but vow the heart being 
hambled, the ear is heedy to whatever God ſpeaketh, Lord, what 
wilt thou bave me todo? AQSsY9, 6. 
It is with an humbled and. unhumbled ſinner, as with two men 
Me en st” that-are'goinft to Market, whereof the one hath need}, he apd his 
ling pow. family are'in extream want, ready to periſh for bread ; now this 
er of the Man will go, what ever weather come z:if it:raingeves (0 faſt, he 
Law. will go; when he comes there, what ever the price. be, he will 
buy 3 though he pawn his clothes, he: will have bread: why? he is 
4Jike'to famiſh for want of it; -bread he:comes for, and bread he 
muſt have: The other hath no great nc , therefore-if, he like the 
-weather, he will goz if not, he will: ſtay at home: if he goeth, 
when he comes to the Market, he will buy, or forbear, as the price 
of things pleaſeth him 3 he is indiflerent, whether he lay out his mo- 
”- ney or no3-if Commodities are held at an high.rate, he will. go as 
f He-came - and buy nothing, and all becauſe he hath'no necd., he 
HF 


can 
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an card6 well enough withbur thetn*' thus an huthbled ſinner feerh, 
ow nay fecleth his excreanti tieed 6f Chriſt, that he mult periſh everlaſt- 
: ingly without an intereſt in him; and theretore” whatever it coſt 
"o him, he will have Chrift; he is refolved ro deny himſelf, eo crucitie 
Y the flc(h, to hate Father, Mother, Houſe, Name, Land, all for Chriſt: 
a Let Gvd hotd the price of hiy Son'trever fo deer; He will ſell all, bur 
al he wilt buy this Peart; arid'what is the refon ?: Truly becauſe rhis 
of Man hath need ; he Knoweth rheabfolate necetbrty which he (tand- 
i" eth in'of Chrilt ;* that note bar Chrift car deliver 'Hitn (from the 
b Weight df his ſins, the Almighty God's tury; and the vengeance of 

eternal firez therefore he comes for ,-and a Saviour he wil! have, 
. Whatever commarids or prohibitions zre joined with him. But an 
5 onHumhBbled ſinner (Ceth nor his exrrcam need of Chriftzand there» 
: . for though when he heareth of the infine perteQions in Chriſt, 
| and the unſpeakable privitedges which «the regenerate have by 
Chriſt, he will acknowledg that the wares arc good, he hath no- 


ching to fay againſt them, bat the price is' too deer , he will not 
cothe tip to it 3 and why? truly becauſe'he feeth not his need of 
Chtift 3 he thinks he cati do well enough withonc Chriſt, If. God 
would 1ct him ſerve Chtift, and the World and Fith with him, he 
would not care much if he did buy ;* but it he cannot have Chriſt 
at his own price, farewel Chriſt, and Pardon, and Mercy, and God, 
and Eternal Life; farewel for ever tor him, and all becauſe the man 
is an whole man, unbroken, umthumbled: Bur you have read in the 
former ſteps, that the aner befort he comes thus far, is throughly Mat 9.12s 
melted; and therefore he is" for ary "mrould which God thinks 
ood: « 
. Yet I believe that a man or woman, whom the Spirit of God 
hath brought over to Jeſus Chtift, doth by the new nature beſtow 
ed on ther, or the law of God written within them,' reſolveupon 
all known dutics , andagaitifrall Khbwn miguifics, more our of 
love to God and holinels, than otit' of any 1Rvifh fear of wrath 
and hcll, The mzv Teeth b ' the'Liw che conirariety of fin to the 
Image of God ,/ and confequently 'to'his'own'real and fpiritual 
, whereby there ariſct within Hirft not 6nly an cftrangednels 
rom, but an enmity againlt fin 3 thotigfit were the objed'sf his 
affections before, yet *tis theobje&of his piſfions now. So for dn- 
ries, the ſoul is brought (through working of the'Spirit ) toapprove 
and delight in the good and perfed}, and ceaquable will of God, Com- 
maunjon with God, and conforthity to God , are che wntmoſk (om 
| Ec chres 
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deſires and endeavours, O how willingly doth this Chriſtian cake 
upon hym che yoke of Chrift, not complaining of its uncahinels, buc 
ot his own unholine(s ! 

The man formerly was as a Virgin 3 before marriage ſhe ſtand- 
eth upon her terms, ſhe will: indent with her Sweet-heart what 
{hall be ſertled upon her, and how he ſhall-deal-with her, or clic ſhe 
will not have him :- but now Chriſt by his Spirit hach. prevailed 
with the ſoul, and *ctis heartily willing to take him for better for 
worſe, to refign up all to Chriſt ,, to paxt with all for Chriſt, to 
take al trom Chriſt, to he di{poſcdin all by Chriſt; 'ina word, it 
_m_—_— with the whole heart, to be a loving , faithful, and obe- 

jient Wite; and now the Match is.made, vay the Saviour and the 
Soul are actually marcied together: and O what an happy joyful 
day is this | It Aaron; when he met Adoſes, was glad at his heart, 
How-glad is tbis poor ſoal now. he meets with che Mfis ! The 
Father acccpts him for hisChild,the Son accepts him for his Spouſe, 
the Spizic hath given earneſt alrcady to have the Chriſtians hear 
for his eycrlaiting habitation,z the Devils in Hell are vexing, the 
Angels/in Heaven.are ſinging, the Saints on Earth are ſhouting for 
it 15 mcet that. they ſhould be,merry z for this {on was dead, and is 
alive z was loſt, aud is found 3. was a curſed fioner, and: is become a 
bleſſed Saint. "*—/& : 

SoI have diſpatched the firſt branch of this ſecond help to Re. 
generation 3 namely, an obſervation of thoſe ſcveral ſizps whereby. 
the wandring-ſheep is brought home. I come now to the (econd 
branch of this help, which.#s 4. pliable ſubmiſſion to the .workiugi and 
mations of the Spirit, when tbe Spirit at any time makgth bis addreſſes to 
tby ſoul, ; 

{nab I muſtcarncſily beſcech thee, if thou haſt the lealt ſpark 
of love to thy ſoul, and endle(s good in the other world; that thou 
be more tender of +the tnotions of the Spirit ,, than of the apple of 
thine eye. Whem.che Holy Ghoſt cometh to thy foul, by its mori- 
ons. to good, thy kind cuterfainment, of it may ( be as much as 
thine eternal happinels is worth, and) probably invite the. Spiric tq 
ſtay with thee, perfe& che work, and abide. in thee for ever;whereas 
if thou ſhoulgit grieve,or quench the Spirit , andaffront this Arm 
baſſador which js {ent to treat with thee about terms of peace be- 
tween God and thy ſoul, he may be called home, and thou never 


hear of him more. | | 
We read. in Gey, 2, 2. the Spirit of God moved wpan the face of 
"4 _ 45 He”, " """""_— 
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Hens, they fit and move upon their, Eggs, tohatch them,and bring 
them forth; and when they are hatched, they till fit and move 
upon them, to cheri(h and bging them to pertecion. 50 the Spirit 
ot God (at or moved upon that face of the deep, that by his moti- 
on or incubation, he might hatch and bring forth out of that vaſt 
Chaos the ſeveral kinds of creatures. Thus the Spirit moveth upon 
thy heart, he fitteth upon, he broodeth on thee, that he may 
hatch and bring thee torth a new creature, Theretore conſider 
what thou dolt, and how thou carricſt thy (elf towards him;Fowls 
when they have been much diſturbed, have lett their eggs , and 


never hatched themy they have come to nothing, ſhouldit thou re» : 


fic the Spirit in.his op-rations, or quench him in his motions 
. when - he is brooding on thy ſoul , he may take his cternal flight 
trom thee. 

When the Spirit cometh to thy ſoul by its motions, diſſwading 
thec trom fin, or ſtirring thee up to hwulinels, Jeſus Chriſt then 
knocks at the door of thy heart z every motion is a knock trom 
the hand of Chriſt; it thou hearkeneſt aud openeſt , he will come 
in and (up with-thee; but if notwithſtanding his knocking , thou 
wilt not hear, though he cometh upon an errand fo infinitely for 
thine advantage, he will depart awayin a diſtalt ( as ucighbours 
when they are {o uncivilly uſed) and thou mayſt never hear of him 
More. 

Thou art apt to complain that thou wanteſt help to turn from 
ſin, and to turn unto God ; I tell thee, when the Spirit moveth and 
worketh within thee to mind thy foul and thine cternal eftate,, he 
offereth thee his help and aſſiſtance 3 and jf thou hearkneſt to, and 
obeyelſt his motions, thou ſhalt have his help.” As be was teaching, the 
power of God was preſent to bel them, Lak. 5,17. Whilſt the Sor-of 
man was teaching, at that nick of time the power of God was pre- 
ſent-to heal mens bodies: fo when the Spint is moving, at that ve- 
ry time the power of God is preſcat to help thy foul. now if thou 
rakeſt that time, thou mayſt bean happy, man for ever : If- when 
the winds blow fairly for mens voyage, they then hoiſe up their ils, 
and be- going, they may through the helpof the wind be at their 
Haven in convenient time 3 but if they negle the opportunity, 
and will not lanch out while the wind offexeth its help, they may 
be dead before they-have another wind, & (o never go that voyage. 

. Ec 3 Thus 


the waters. Several read the words, The Spirit ot God was ſitting [scubebat 
or hatching upon the waters; It is a Metaphor taken from Birds 0r*7% 'aw 
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Thus it when the'galegof the Spirit blow, and offer thee their aſ- 
filkance tos Regeneration ane Safvation,*thou then preſently lanch- 
eſt out , aud complieſt with its motions, through its help thoa 
fhnuldtt bs feafonably and fafcly landed m Chriſt, and at the Haven 
ot Heaven : butif thou then licſt Rilh, and negleRtett this oppor- 
tunity, God:knoweth but thou mayſt be dead betore the Spirit blow 
fo favourably {or thee again. 


Solomon telleth us, That th.ye is a tinre for every purpoſe under Hea- 


nex, and 4 time to be born, Eccleſ.3-1,2. There is time for every pur- 
pole, that is, an opportunity when the work may be done belt, and 
with moſt advantage; yea, when it muſt be done, or (hall nor be 


done at'all ; Now fuch a time, ſuch an opportunity there is for the 


2 Col.6.2 new birth; #bere is an accepted time, a time ' when Gd may Reſon, 
P(al.z0.6 when be is near, a day of ſalvation: This is when the Spirit movet 
and 55-6. and ftirreth, and offercth thee his help; if thou paſſeſt by that time, 


Jer.8. 7- 


and doſi not then firike in, thou mayſt come as Eſau too late for the 
blefkng, thou may(t,as fome idle perfons that arc cipling and drink- 
ing in an Ale-houſe when they ſhould bein rhe Market, ler flipchy 
opportunity, and find it too late to buy the wize and milk in the 
Goſpel, | 
4 one great milery of men-and women, that they obſerye nor, 
neither improve their opportunities: The Twrtle, and the Stork , and 
the Crane, and the Swallow, #bey alt knows their k mtenae/ , and their 
time; bat the generation of mankind neglect theirs : 0 that thou 
badjt known in this thy day, the things which concern thy peace) Oppor- 
tunity is a tranſient thing, it is quickly gone, but it britgeth, a laſt» 
ing treaſure along witk-it , which if negteRcd, cat tiever be” te- 
covered : Time: is all the while a man liyettr on” the earth ; but 
opportunity. is only- when the Spirit Moyeth 3 Me ye bave, not al- 
woys, (aich-Qhvifty {20 =) 2 545600 0G » 4-4p4, ay he 
Friend, thou wilt make Hay while the San ſhineth 3 I mean, im- 
prove opportunities for the good of thine outward eſtate; when the 
Heavens offer thee their help, then thou wilt cut thy Corn, or Hay, 
and make it, and/carry it-in': For thy foul fake, do not'neglet the 
Spirit-when he offerethy thee his help for a ſpiritual Harveſt; when, 
the Holy Ghoſt moveth, like the Ariget, upon' the waters, then, at 
that nick of time, if thou eppeſt'down, art pliable to its motions, 
thou maykt be healed. Tt" _ To 
The Spirit ot God is a tender thing, faith one; grieve it. once,, 
and you-may driveit-away tor eyes, Grieve not the Spirit, Epti.4.30, 
" = : much<- 
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much-leſs queneb. #3, leaſt of all refitit, Maſters of a Calling will 
nat be checked; 1.Theſ.5.19. 41s 7. 5r. Te 

The Client by loſmg a Term, hath loſt his Suit; Saut by lofing 
his. opportunity, loſt a Kingdom, 1 Sam. 10. 9,13. Reader, the way 
to loſe the Kingdom of Heaven, is to ueglet and light the mori- 
ons of the Spirit, the only opportunity tor thy Salvation, 

For thine help herein, I ſhall direct thee how to demean thy (elf 
towards the Spirit, when he maketh hjs addreſſes unto thy ſoul for 
thy regeneration and quickning > Ia which I ſhall take thee (as in- 
deed thou art in thine unregenerate eſiate ) for a Patient danger- 
ouſly ſick, yea unto death eternal , though thou thinkeſt thy ſelf 
whole, and the Spirit of God ( as he 15 )tor a skilfal, able, and com- 
palſionate Phyhician. . 

'Firſt , I Cppoſc that this tender Phyſician , bebolding thee very fick 
(notwithfianding thy conceit that thou art well enough ) and diily 
encreaſing thy diftemper, d:tb come to thee, and acquaint thee that thou 
art 4 tiſeaſed perſon, and that wnleſ} 1bou forbeareft ſuch and ſuch ſins, 
ſuch: and ſuch things, which feed thy diſtaſe, thou wilt make thy condition 
(-whish is already dangerous ) to be deſperate and incurable - | mean, the 
Holy Ghoſt cnligheneth. thy mind!to fee, and convioceth thy corr» 
ſcience of thy as and miſery, that whcreas before thou thought 


that thou wat ridr, and enereaſed with goods, and bidft need of no-Rev, 3.1 


thing > yet now.thou (ceſt that thou art wretebed, and miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, ondnakgd; and that! fuch and! fuch courſes' which 
thqu takeſt, will unavoidably tend to thy ruin. Poſſibly thou art 
one:accuſiomed to wicked companys to the Ale-houle; to deal un- 
rightcouſly in thy particular calling, to lay afide praying, hearing, 
reading, and:the like dutics: Now the Spirit of God in thy Con- 
ſcience ,»/ moveth thee to. kay down thefe ungodly cuſtoms 
which thou beſt taken ap, 'and to fake up theſe Datics and 
Performances which thou haſt laid: dowe; and conivinceth thee 
by-the word, thawthis is. the Will of God. O now Friefid, look 
to-.thy (elf, 4has: thou doſt ot fin azainft this light, nw play by 
thet .Candle which the Spirit of God ſets up for thee to work by. 
If chou hadſt-dgueſtot any quality: in thine houfe ; and (oultir 
burn things -of: | an- ill- favour in his Chamber , © which thou 
koewelt he hated, dr (Houtdft fill the room wherem he-Todgerh, 
with filth and uncleannes, wouldit thou not provoke him- to- 
ſpeed away in 2 diſtaſte, and: to refolve againtt ever coming at 
thine boake.: agaio !- L muſttelb thee, char fhouldt thow go on 
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in thc commilhon- of thale 1n1quities, and ___ of tholc'datics 

which the Spirit convinceth rhee of, it would be far more diftaft« 
ful ro the Spirit of God; then all the forementioned uncivil uſage 

could be toan Emperor. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to fire, AA.2, 

(as the word quenching implyeth ) Now how is fire quenched and 

put out? both by throwing water on it, and by taking away the” 
wood trom it, Shouldft thou not withſtanding 1ts checks andicon- 

victions, continue in any way of open wickedneſs, thou throwelt* 
water upon it 3 and ſhouldit thou omit thoſe holy duties, thou 

with drawelt fucl from it 3 and theretore bc confident, thetfhre will 
be quencht, and go out. 

By finning againſt theſe convictions and light, thou art a proteſt 

d: fier and darer of him, and may(t confidently expeR that he 
ſhou'd give thee vp to judiciary 4nward darkneſs, which is but the 


fore-runner of utter darkneſs, Rom, 1.20,21,22. 4m. 3. ult, Prov.5, , 


11,:2,13. Fob.9. 4t. | 
It thou improvett that little flock of help-( which the Holy 
Ghoſt affordeth.thee ) well,-thou may hope that thy walter will 


truſt thee with-more, ( every a& of obcdiwnce fitteth tor greater 


obcdience ) but it thou ſquanderell that away prodigally, by inning 
agaialt it, thou mayſt look tor go more. 

Dear tricnd, be tender of the firſt motions of the Spiritz thou 
fittett cold ard trozen in thy natural eſtate, now as ever thou 
would(ſt have a good fire to melt thee kindly,to thaw chee through- 
ly, to warm thy heart eternally, make much of thoſe ſparks, - As 
thou dcfireſt a {piritual flames which may aſcend to heaven, take 
heed leſt by preſumptuous fins thou bloweſt out thoſe ſparks. As 
the beſt way to quench the hiery darts of the Devil, that evil ſpirit, 
is to xc3c& them, to diſobey them in the firſt motions,' when the 


Devil fir(t kindleth them, then throw water on them, then derelt' 


them, and that fire of Hell will be quencht. | So the readicſt way 
to quench the fiery darts of the good ſpirit, is to flight the firlt 
m-otions of it z it thou-(trive againſt theſe firlt motions of him, he 

may never ſtrive with thee more, Gen. 6, 3. | 
It may be, thou art adrunken wretch, an unclean perſon, a 
{cotter at godlineſs, a ſwearer, a Jyar, a cheates by falſe weights, or 
meaſures, or the like, and the Spirit of God whiſpereth thee int the 
ear, Man, doft thou know what thou doſt ? thow art in « lift eſtate, in 8 
damnable condition ; Turn at my reproef ( laith God ) and T will pour 
my Spirit #pon thee, Prov, 1, 24. Forbear ſuch fins, aud I will offi thee 
| | F = 
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for the recovery of thy ſoul. O now Jook to thy (elf, venture by no 
means upon the forbidden truit. I have read of one, that bing 
troubled with (ore eyes, asked a Phyticians advice z The Phyficiaa 
rold him,that if he did not forbecar his drunken intermperate courſes, 


he would loſe his fight; He makes nomore of it, but preſently cry-,,,, 
eth out, Farewel ſweet ſight, farewel ſweet ſight. He was reſolved tow, mm. 
loſe his ſight,rather than leave his in. Thou art diſeaſed, the tendercam. 


Phyſician cometh to thee, without ſending for, and giverh thee his 
bleſſed counlet without asking,. and *ris this, that thou mult forbear 
thy lewd finful ways,or elſe thou wilt loſe thy foul,thy Saviour,thy 
God, thine happineſs for ever; Now wilt thou ( by continuingin 
ſuch courſes, and rcjeRing his firit counſel ) ſay, Farewel precious foul, 
Farewel deareſt Saviour, Farewel bleſſed G1d, Farewel glorious Angels, 
Farewel perfett Spirits, Farewel falneſs of joy, Rivers of pleaſures, Fare- 
welto you all, I and Farewel for ever. Take heed what thou dolt with 
theſe firſt motions of the Spirit, left he take of thee his lalt leave, 
and bid thee farewel for ever. | 
\ When a noble perſon thouid come to thine houſe, one by whom 
thong expeRelt ro be promoted highly, and inriched greatly, or one 
whole heir thou lookeſt to be, how welcom wou'ldſt thou make ſuch 
a man, eſpecially.the firſt time that he cometh to viſit thee? and 
upon thoſe very accounts, I mean for thy advantage, he muſt have 
the beſt room, the belt fare, the mo!t p'caling language, the moth 
reſpectful carriage 3 all things mult be done as much as pollibly can 
be, according to his mind, and, nothing mult be done which is 
known to be offceulive to him 3 and al), leſt he ſhould be provoked 
to forſake thee, tocaſt thee off, and to do nothing at all tor thee, 
Reader, is there not tar more realon, that when che infinite Spirit 
of the bleſſed God cumeth to thine heart, who,only is ab'e to pro- 
mote. thee, to become the child ut God, an heir oft heaven, and 
to inrich thee with the image of Gud, in Regeneration, that when 
he cometh. firſt to thee, and for theſe very ends, thou ſhouldtt., 
give him all the reſpeRs-imaginable, that thou ſhouldſt follow. 
his counſel, forbear what thou knowelt grieves him, do what 
thou knoweſt-will p'eaſe him, left he depart away from-thee, and 
do none of theſe things for thee? Saul by difobeying the counſel, 
of Samuel from God, concerning the ſlaughter of the Amalekites, , 
did (o grieve his ſpirit, that Sem} tells nim plainly, That God 
had rej<R:<d him from being King, _ And the text (aith expreſly, 
That Samuel came na more 80 ſee Sant, until the day of big death ( that 
1s 
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is nevet-) wevertbeleſs Sammel moxrnedfor Saul. Truly now the Spi- 
rit of God dchvereth thee counſel, ro deltroy thoſe notorious fins 
(which if thou wilt, thou can& forbear } ſhouldſt thou ſpare thoſe 
fat, thole King-corruptions, though the Spirit ot God may mourn 
{or thee, that thou ſhouldfibe fuch a wiltul ſoul-murderer, and re- 
jc the counſel ot God againft thy (elf ? yet he mayatterly rejet 
thee from bcing any of the heirs of -the heavenly Kidgdorn, and 
thou maylt fee him vo more to the day'of thy death, 

. It chou liveſt under the Goſpel, Lqueſtion not but the holy Spi- 
rit doth move thee, to forfake thine ungodly comrades, thy fcan- 
dalous crimes, and to ſet upon Prayer in-ſecrer, in private, Scrip- - 
tare and uieditation, which I muſt teN thee'that if thou haſt will at 
home ( as we (ay ) thou hait power enoagh-in thine hands to do; 
again and again I pray thee to cheriſh and obey fuch motions, (the 
Spirit makes ſhort work with: ſome-) leaſt he bid thee adica, and 
clap ſuch a curſe upon thee, that thou never clawcft off white thou 
liveſt, no not whilſt thou haft a becing, - | 

It may be this skilful Phyſician proceedeth farther , be doth not only 
ſhew thee thy diſeaſe,and tell thee what things are bad, what things are 
good for it z but alſo gives thee Phyfick, in order'ts thy cure, _ ſuch 
Phyſick as works to purpoſe, and make thee beart-fick, indeed : 1 mean, 
the Spirit of God procecdeth trom illumination to humiliation, it 
doth not only convince thee of thy wounds and putrificd (ores; but 
alſo lanceth and cutteth them, applicth a ttinging corroſive to cat 
up thy proud fleſh, and putterh thee to great pain ; the Spirit ſhew- 
eth thee fin and wrath in their colours, making thee fee the former 
more frightful than a Devil, and feel the latter more painful at 

thy heart. than a dagger 3 poſlibly he takes thee and holds chee ( as 
it. were ) over Hell, making thee ſee the (moak of that bottomlefs 

Pit, {me]l the brimfone, and feel the ſcorchings' of that eternal 

tire,” that thou beginneſt to ſiok under the weight of thy wicked- 


Pal 38.1.nels, and fo cry out, Mine iniquitier are gone over my bead, "and they 


are 8 burtben #00 beavy for me to bear; Thoſe fins which were as ſweet 
as honcy in thy mouth,are now taken down into thy belly, andth 
are;there more bitter than gal}. The Law chargeth thee home wit 
its great guns, that thou teareſi: and trembleſt, and knowceft not 
whither to flye for ſuccour. ore? 

It thou art come thus mach of thy journey, TI would bid thee 
welcom {o farz and would tell thee for thy encouragement, that 
theſe pargs and throws ſeem to foretel the mew birch to be coming) 


_ 
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labour, to try their experiments, and tagper about thee (for queſtt- 
onleſs, they would deltroy both thee and the babe of Grace in thy 
womb ) but ſuffereſt the Spirit of God to be thy Midwife, and fol- 
lowelt his directions, I durſt be the m3n that ſhould prophetic an 
bappy and ſafe delivery. But thou knoweſt that the condition of one 
in travel is very tickliſh; a little miſcarriage may then undo both 
Mother and Child ; therefore it behoveth thee now to be extraor- 
dinary carcful what thou doſt, and how thou carricit thy (elf; it is 
as much as thy lite is worth; For thy direcion I ſhall tell thee 
what thou ſhould not do, and what thou ſhouldit do. 

Be ſure that thou d» wt run to creatures for comfort ; Fooliſh peo- 
ple when ſometimes an able Chyrurgion hath laid ſonic ſharp me 
dicine to their feſtered wounds, which puts them to much pain, 
though, unleſs by ſuch means the rottennefs of them: be eaten up, 
and the corruption in. them forced out, they can never be cured, 
yet they are ordinarily ſo impatient, that they will not endure it ; 
but ask this good woman, and that neighbour if they do not know 
a milder medicine for ſuch a fore; ſurely, ſay they, this medicine 
which the Doctor uleth, will neverdo it ; we find the member 
or part very angry, and extreamly raging and then ſome one or 
other acquainteth chem with gentler means, which they preſcatly 
apply, and thereby skin over their ſores before they are halt (exrch- 
ed, that afterwards the wound either breiks out again, and puts 
them.to more pain if cycr they be healed , or elſe keeps (tilt in, 
overſpreads the body , and kills them. Thus,do too many with the 
Phyſician of their (vals, and thereby do often undo themſelves. 
Thc Spirit of God applyeth the terrors and conſternations;the Law, 
to make way aud prepare them for the dainties and conſolations of 
the Goſpel ; - the good - Samaritan poureth wine into the wound to 
ſcarch it, betore he ponureth oyl to heal it ; now fooliſh men are im- 
paticat, not able to bear ſuch (ad melancholy thoughts, ( as they 
call chem }) and therefore they often break away from the Spirit of 
God feetore they are, throughly humbled, and run to their earthly 
enjoyments, whereby they get ſome preſent eaſe, but here or here» 
aſt:r far greater pain. | 

Its reported of the Dralians, that in a great Thunder they 
ring their Bells, and ſhoot off their Cannons, that the noiſe of 
them might drowu the voice of the Thunder. Thus do ſome with 
the voice of their awakened and 7 26 conlcienccs, they ſeek 
F ro 
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if thou ſuffereſt not the Devil and thy corrupt heart to be at thy 
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co drown it by the noiſe of worldly bulwefſes, xecxcations, 'or it 
may be ungodly delights; But ſarely, danwting 8 ſoul: is not the way 
to ſave a ſoul. he 
Reader, didit thou never know of any that were in a journey, 
and coming to {ome deep dirty pochy lane, they thought co avoid 
it, and broke over the hedg into the tild ?. but when they had rod 
xound and round, thcy could tiad no way. out, but, were forced to 
go out where they got4n z and chen notwithſitandingtheir unwil- 
lingne(s, to gothrough that miry lane, os elſe not go that journey. 
Truly ſoit is1a thy journey to Heayenz thou art now come to ths 
deep lane of humiljation,through which all maſt go that will rea 
that City, whoſe builder and maker is God ;, do not think to avoid it, 
no not the lcalt part of it ; for this is the narrow way and trait gate 
that leadeth to life : Suppole thou ſhouldtt run to the world, or 
any thing here below, now thou beginneſt to be ſenſible of thy 
ſickneſs and pain, and fo in an 'hopetul way of. recovery ; Firſt, *is 
impoſſible that any of thoſe things.can cure thee; Miſerable comfor« 
tcrs are they all, and Phyſicians of no value. Can a Silver Slipper 
cure the Gout? or a Golden Crowa the Head-ach For the grea* 
teſt Empire in the world the pain of the, Teeth? muchle(s cati 
thz(e things cure the diſcalcs of thy foul; Alt the wrapping of 
thy foot, that hath a thorn init, though with never ſo much fine 
ſcarlct cloth, will be altogether inctteGual to caſe thee of thy pain 3 
for the thorn :nult be pulled out;lomuli tia be plucked out,ies guilt 
xcmoved betore thou canlt pollibly-be eaſed ; But my great 'reafori 
is, (which I dclire thee to conlider (erioully ) ſhouldſt thou throw 
off this medicine ot thy ſpiritual Phyhician b:cauſe it is ſomewhat 
ſharp, and run to the Empericks and Mountebanksof: the world, 
thou wilt provoke thy tender able Phyjicianto leave thee thee (for 
what man will bear ſuch atfronts ), and where art thou then ? what 
- Will become of thee for ever ? Thoſe that work in Coal-mines find 
by experience that the earth ſendeth up damps which quench and 
put out their candles, and what then becomes of the men that are 
there ? they are aften flajn. Shouldti thou. like: Foxub, run from the 


preſence of the Lord,to:more pleaſing employnients then the work. 


of athorough humiliation, he will bring thee back''agaia to the 
ſame bulinels either by ſtorms and tempelts,or elſe ſach damps will 
ariſe from.thine earthly interruptions, as will quench Gods Spirit, 
and cternally ruine thy ſpirit. 


_ . 
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The evil Tpirit Tknbw will be buſic to per{ſwade thee to nates . 


arid put our the ſparks ( which the good Spirit hath kind!cd within 
thee ) by heaps of worldly rubbiſh and dirt : but take heed what 
thou dott, for thy foul is at ſtake 3, if thoſe (parks ſhuuld dye, thou 
art like ro live m Hell-firefor ever. Obtcrve how it tarcd with un- 
happy Felix, He was a Priſoner to his Prifoner,and in a ready way to 
have been one of Chrifts Freemen, but now Hells Jaylor was like to 
lofe one of his Caprives, ( for I queſtion not but Satan for tcar of lo« 
ſing him,trembled more than he ) what theretore through the De+ 
vils advice mult Felix do? He muſt needs cure him(elt of his convul- 
ſion by zn abrupt diverfior. When the Spirit ſtruck in with the 
Word and caufed him to tr. mblc, he ſendeth Paul away till another 
ſeafon,and we never read when that time came. Had Felix ſiruck in 
with the Spirit, when the Iron of his heart was hot,he might have 
been happy indeed but he quencheth thoſe motions which were (0 
likely to recover his foul, and thereby (in all probability ) miſſeth 
ſalvation. - 

Some ſay thar Sampſon's Mother was forbidden wine and firong 
drink, all the while ſhe was with child of him, partly becauſe that 
wine and ſtrong drink arenaught for the child in the wonib. lam 
confident that carnal diverſions, that, to put back thy pangs by 
carthly affairs, .much more by wine and firong drink, is infinitely 
prejudicial to the babe of grace, and many to one, But it may caulc 
thine eternalmiſcarriage. . 

Friend, that which in this caſe I would adviſe thee to do, & to 
betake thy ſelf to thy Cloſet, or Chamber, and there to fall down before 
the moſt High Ged, and to Acewſe, Inditt, and Condemn thy ſelf for thy 
fins ,, Pour out thy ſoul before the Lord in acknowledging the pollutt= 
ons of thy nature, the" tranſgriſſions of thy life, with all their bloody 
aggravations, confi ſing the right.ouſneſs of the Law, and tby obnoxiouſ- 
neſs thereby to the infinite and eternal wrath of the Lord. O now 
is the time to repent, with that repentance which is never to 
be repented of 3 if ever thou wouldſi draw water, and pour it 
out before the Lord, it muſt be now the ſpirit hath thawed 
the tap negleq” this ſeaſon, and it may freeze again ſpecdily. 
When Nathan canie from God to David after his fall, ( when 
he had law in his' impenitency many months ) and told him 
of” his fins, and convinced him that he was worthy to dye, what 
doth David do ? doth he run to his Crown, or Honour, or pow- 
er. in the world ? No. Doth he haſtily ſnatch at the promiſes ? 

Ft z No, 
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No, but he goeth to God ( as appears by the title and body of the 


51 Pſalm) bewaileth his original and aQual fins, condemneth . him- 
{elf, juftitieth God,oftcreth up the ſacrifice of a broken heart, beg- 
geth hard for pardon and holine(s. O do thou follow this bleſſed 
pattern; it thy body were ſick of a violent Fever , and Nature 
were fo far thy Fricnd, as when thoy waſt in thy bed , to. put thee 
into a fine (weat, and thereby give thee hope of evacuating the ill 
humours( which cauſc thy diſcale)through the pores, what wouldit 
thou do in this cale ? Would(t thou riſe preſently, and run into the 
cold air, or wouldit thou not rather abide fill in thy bed, and if 
need were, call for more clothes to encreaſe thy ſweat , whereby 
thy body might be perfectly cured? Thus it is in the ſtate of thy 
ſoul 3; thou art fick uato death; the Spiric of God is ſo much thy 
Friend, as to help thee to {weat out thy diltemper by humiliation 
and godly ſorrow ; *twere a madneſs in thee now to run to the os 
pen air of the world, or to do any thing which might hinder this. 
{weating ; thy only way is to encourage and encrealſe it , by be-ta- 
king thy felt to thy Chamber, and there to look into thy heart, 
and conſider how full it isof unhclineſs 3 to look back upon thy. 
life, and conſider how contrary it hath been tothe Divine Law; to 
look up to God, and confider the Majeſty, Holineſs; and Mercy, 
which-are in him whom thou haſt provoked;this is the way to con» 
tinue and encrcale thy humiliation, and thereby ( for the ſpirit de- 
lighteth to proceed in aſliſting thole that thus cheriſh his motions) 
to be perfectly healed. Dutics now. are the Spirit's pleaſant. Gar- 


den, in which he will delight to walk with thee ; they are like bel- - 


lows to blow up the heavenly fire into a flame 3 or as oyl to the 
lamps, which will keep them ever burning. Philoſphers tell us, 
that clementary hire wants no fuel, though culinary doth, Divincs 
tell us, that the Spirit oft God needs not Ordinances, for he is infi- 


nite in Power; but that he will not work without: ther, where be. 


affords them, is manifeſtly his pleaſure. 
Reader, it thou art humbled, as I have before ſpoken, thou look- 


eſt on thy felt as a vile creature, even asadog ; I would have thee. 


now very careful, that thou wait patiently (for the bountiful houſe- 


keeper ot the world is preparing {ome good food for thee) and do. 


not catch too haſtily at the childrens bread, the .Promiſes, leſt it be 


taken from thee, and thou meet with a blow. When a wound is. 


deep, there is much' wiſdom required to keep it ſome time open 


with a tent , and not to heal jt up too ſoon, left its cute be imper-- 
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ſclf, praying fervently for thy foul 3:and be confident that Jeſus 
Chriſt, whois already upon his way , will ariſe upon thee ſpeedi'y 
with healing under his wings, ; 
It may be that this tender able Phyfician'cometh nearer to thee; 
he doth not only ſhew thee:the nature and danger of thy diſeaſe, 
and make thee ( who wert before ſenileſs) apprehenſive of ic, by 
feelingithy ſicknels 3 but: dothy alſo diſcover to-thee an: excelent and 
coftly remedy, which bath cured many of thy very diſeaſe, and will unJue* 
fionably beal ther, if thow wilt but accept it thank fuly, and apply it pru- 
dently.: L mean, the ſpirit preſenteth to thee (when thou art full 
of anguiſh and forrow) that rare ſalve of the blood of Jeſus Chritt, 
which ſpread upon a Promiſe, is the only healiog-plaiſter for a 
wounded: conſcience.: He acquainteth thee with the all-ſufficiency 
of Jeſus Chriſt to. ſave linners; «that he is a Saviour of Gods own 
appointing, one in whom God hath given under his hand, that he 
is well pleaſcd; a Redeemer, that hath in him infinite meritoriouſ. 
neſs, becauſe he 15 the only begotten of che Father; he ſheweth thee 
long bills of others debts which have been cancell'd by the blood of 
Chriſt 3 and afſureth thee, that he 1s not only able; but truly wil- 
ling to ſave theez that he was wounded for thy tranſgrefſions, and 
bruiſed for thine iniquitics, and by his ftripes thou mayit be healed. 
The Holy Ghoſt pollibly (etteth the King of Saiats betore thee, in 
all his robes, and riches, and righteouſnels, ( as it were ) thus be- 
ſpeaking thee 3 Come poor finner , that lieft weltring in thy blood, 
bearken to me, aud thou ſhalt ſee whit Ican and willd) for th. e though 
by thy wilful breaeb of the Law, thou art liable to ſuch endleſs boundlyſs 
fury, 4s thou could neither abide nar avoid : yet Twill be a $krcen between | 
thee and the nuquenchable figg, Ile ſatisfie the Law, and pacifie my Fa- 
ther. :: Ple nt ouly deliver thee from. ſia and Satan, wrath, and death, 
and damnation, but adopt thee for a ſon, intereſt tbee in that incftimable; 
treaſure, the Covenant f Grace , and miky thee an beir of the. eternal 
weight of glory ; and all this thou ſhalt bave freely and ſurely , if thou 
| wilt but accept me thankfully and beartily for thy Saviour and Lord, 
At the hearing of which loving language, thou- probab!y :art.ama» 
zcd; and ready. to ſay as Mepbibyſbetb ( when David told 8inv chat he 
ſhould cat bread at his Table continually ;), Wbat & thy: ſervant;that* 
thou ſhould} look, upon ſuch: a dead dog as Tam\ Thou admireſt the: 
freenels of his mercy; ang the happineſs of. his members z thy ſoul: 
begins £0 be cxceeding]y in love with him, and aticRiaoately loog- 
13'S 10S. 
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ing after him;3- O,thinkett thou, "had 1: but Chriſt for my portion, 
thaugh 1 were never ſo paot in-temporels, I could be heavidiyccon- 
tenacd,. Now-Chritlian, &be Kingdoms of God & com nigh wwyo -thie, ' 
thou art now upon thy quickzting, be but carctul here'; and thou att 
made for ever, 1 know that thy broken'heart is: willing, ta go to 
Tetus Chxilt,;but have acarethat thou carry nothing. tootiow © chats: 
thou keep nothing frqm hum 4 thy miſcarsiag\in"ticher of ' theſe 
may: quitebreak:. off the bargaia betwixt Cherilt and thy foul; ' 5-1 
nean; as tis driven;: "045 
Lay, carry:notbing to Ghrijt : Thy next ſtep muſt be quite! out of 
thine own doors: Fhe Duvil knoweth how totlay thee as'well! by 
thy rigbteoufnets, thy mournſut-contrition for'tm!,” as by«thine un- 
rightcoutne(s, thy wiltulcommidbon.of fin, which made augfin fay, 
That repentance damneth more than fin; nay, thy. truftiog' vpon thy 
prayers, Or tears, or any good'in thee, doth alter the nature of 
them, and turn them into-fin.. In this many flick, they axe hardly 
brought off from their-own bottoms, When mens houles ave on 
fire, their: covctoulne(s to fave thcir goods hath often loſt them 
their. lives; +when.mens (ouls are in a flame, their pride to carry 
out with them their good prayers, and good-delires, aud good re- 
ſolutions, hath lofi them eteenal lite ; they will pay fome of their 
braſs-tarthings towards the reckoning , and God theretore makes 
them pay the whole ſhot. 

O how unwilling is the creature 'to be beholden to*Chriſt, his 
Surety, for the payment of all his debts! Though he be a mecr 
Bankrupt, yet he hopes he may compound with his Creditor , and 
pay ſomething towards his fatisfaQion 3 and this arifeth partly 
from his ignorance of that righteouſneſs which alone:can (atishe- the 
Law, or pacihe-the Lord : For they being, jgnorant of God; rigbteouſe 
neſs, and going aboxt to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, Rom. 10; Js 
They wcre ignorant, firſt, how perfe& that righteouſneſs muſt be, 
for which God will jaltific a ſinner; thatif there be the leaſt ſpot in 
it, his. pure eyes cannot accept it, Secondly, They werc ignorant 
how. compleat that righteouſneſs is which the Law requirethy how 
the Law-reacheth-tothe inward as well as the outward: man 3 how 
itdamaneth tor the {mallctiidie word; wandring thought, or com- 
plying-motion of the heart'with fin; Did-chey but know that' the 
rightcoufne(s which pleafeth God for their juſtification , muſt an 
ſwer the Law in'its: tullJacttude, and all itydimenfions,they would 
not otler-their drofly duties, no nor their golden graces, for current: 
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coin, which being weighed: in rhat bellexce of tht Sorifluary, mult 
pacds be foundinfinitely: too leight Purely tram his: pride 3. For 1bry 
being igndyant of the rightequſneſc of God; and going about to eftabliſh 
their. ownrigbteouſueſs, bave not ſubmitted themſclyes to the rightcouſ- 
neſs of God, Rom.10.3., Mark, they have not ſubmitted rtheraſelves 
19-the righteouſnels,of God: Proud man elieems it tubmiſſian, a 
condeſcentian, to be beholden to Jefus Chriltfor- remiſlian and fal- 
Vatjon 3: ik hath (theugha beggars purſe; yet) a proud heart , and 
is loth cotrouble Jefus Chriſt to much, and to take all his Mercies 
as Alms, out of the basket of the Redeemer's merits. 

Reader, now:thoy.art in a 1ftorm, 1f thoa loveſt, thy ſoul, do not 
run to ſhelter thy (cl under the totren, houſe: of thy own righte- 
oulacls ;. for be confident, *twill fall about thine cars, and thou, like 
Zimri, wiltperidh init, The Law of man-denieth allowance from 
the Pariſh co:them that have any thing ot th:ir own to lubliſt by, 
and theGaſpe] of God denicth allowance from: the rightcoufne(s 
of Chriſt, to.all them that haye of theis own for their maince- 
RInce... I | ' 

;:Dg not;think+to. piece thy rags up with Chrifts robes). for itwill 
not be allowed, go to = Chriſt ttark nak2d tor his g'oxious rai- 
megc, altogether paor tor his precious riches 3 there is a neccllity'of 
being found wholly in him, or wholly out of him ; there is no me- 
dium.- The Hare which being purtacd, trufteth to her owa legs, is 
torn in picces'by the Dogs | when the Coney that runnzth to the 
holes ofthe Rock, is ate. The man that purſued by the Law, 
leaneth on hisown .fandtity, loſeth his own ſoul ; when he that 
fleeth to the wounds of a cracifr:t Chriſt; is ſure: to be faved, Be-- 


bold (faith God) 1 layax Sian for & foundation, a flee, s tried(tone, ai 28.15 


precious corner lone; & ſure Foundations" He that believeth on bim , ſhall © 
not be confounded. -.11 0 0 10 4 0 | 

\ . ASL woild have thee caretul that thou carty nothing to Chrilt; 
fo allo that thou keep nothing from Chrift. When I1ſracl went out of- 
Egypt to ſerve Gad, there wasnqt a hoot to be left behind, : There 
malt ihe no reſervation; no exccption, but an ablolute hearty dedi- 
cationet. thy ſelf andaltthou hat unto Jeſus Chrits if chou haifet 
or halkick nuw, thou art an.undone man. As Samuel aked Foſſe, Are - 
ll thy. ſons bere? and denicd to tit down and tealt with him,tilt all 
were preſent 3 © truly:Chrift will deny to cloſe -with-thy ſoul, to: 
6 down and (up with thee, unlel(s alt thou haſt be preſent, and un 
isignedly deyoted to his ſervice. ISI he 
\ t 
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But ina'ſpecial manner, becareful that no ſin be kept trom rhe 
ſtroke of Chrift,' As when/Paul came to 'Epbeſas, 'the whole City 
was in an uproarz ſo now the 'Lord Jelus is coming'into: thine 
heart, there will be old ſtir among thy corruptionsz how firongly 
will they plead, it not for their formeropeu allowance, yet at leaſt 
{or a:ſccret inward connivance ! little!/doft thou- think” how- buſie 
Satan will be for a writ of partition; that hince he canhot-prevail 
for all thy heart, that yet he may be admitted an equal ſharer with 
Chriſt; he will tell thee ( but remember - that he was a Liar from 
the beginning ) that thou mayſt keep thy ns and thy Saviour too; 
that Chriſt is not (o trick, but that for a fair agreement: he will -al- 
low ſomewhat to the fleſh, But I befeech thee not to think of any 
League with the leaſt of 'thy Luſts. Surcly if thou ſeeſt any loveli- 
neſs in Chrift, thou canſt not but judg every.ſmloathſame z beſides, 
he were a poor Saviour, it he could not make thee amends for thy 
parting with the moſt pleaſurable or protitable fiv, Who would 
think that thou, like David, ſhould plead for Abſolom; for lin; when 
it ſceks to bereave thee of thy crown and life ? Truly ſhould thou 
gratitie Satan ſo far as to hile any wedg ot ;gold, or Babyloniſh gar- 
ment, any one luſt ; I-mult tell thee, that one, be it never fo (mall, 
would, like a little Boy put in at-a Calement, open the door of thine 
heart for many thicvith luſts, and great ones: too, toentes in. If 

thou allow the old. SerpEnt but room for his head, he will quickly 
wind in his whole body. -Sir- Francis: Drake ,, being in 4 dangerous 
ſtorm upon the Thames, was heard to ſay, Muſt I who bave eftaped the 
rage of the Ocean, be drowned in a Pitch Surcly thou mayit (o tar 
comply with Chriſt, as to take thy leave of ſcandalous enormities; 
yct it thou referveſt favourable thoughts towards any ſecretiniqui- 
ty, thou deſtroyelt thy-lelf. Amd it will be'all one; whether thou 
art ſlain by a (mall Piſtol, or by a great Cannon, .- tl 5 
Corruption may cloſe with Religitn @ great way((rith a Divine Jand 
molde ad hear gladly, and do many things 5 but there is a particular point of flrif- 
Hoſ. 14. Meſs, in every unregenerate mans caſe:, which whenit is ſet onch.ſe'to bim, 
Ser. 7. cauſcth him to be offended and:fiumble, atm the youngman';, and Herod, 
— This is the difference between bypocritiesl and ſincere converſion: 
That goeth far, and parts mith much, and'proceeds.to almotty but when 
it comes to the turning-point, and ultimate aft of Regeneration , be then 
| plays the part of an unwiſe Son, and ſtays in the place of the breaking 
forth of children, as a fooliſh Merchant, that i a rich bargain of a thou- 
ſand pound, breaks off upon a difference of twenty ſhillings;but the other 
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# content may with all, aud #9 ſuffev 1he loſs of all, to carry on the treaty 
to 8 full aud final concluſion, ta bave all the armour of the ftrong max ta- 
hen from bim, that Chriſt may divide the ſpoils. 

Reader, thou knowelt upon what terms thou mayſt contract a 
bargain wich Chriſt tor the ſaving of thy ſoul 3 that thou mult 
nut think to have him-far thy. Szvioug , unleſs thou wilt accept 
him for thy Lord alto.. As Boas cgld his. kiaſinan, that if he would 

joy the inheritance of Ebimelech, he mult have Ruth the Moabiteſs 
to be his Wife 3, folay I to thee, If thon wilt have the Inheritance, 
the Portion of Jcſus Chriſt, thow muſt have bis Perſon for thy Huſ- 
band, and rchign thy (clt tor be.ruled by. his Precepts, The Feivs that 
ſtayed themſelves upon the God ot-Iſrael, and yet continued rebel- 
lious, were more bold chan welcom, Iſa. 4s. 1, 2. Now thou art 
come thus far, do not go back, and to fave a pin, loſe a Kingdom, 

Thou mayſt be conhdent, that nothing can ever be enjoined thee by 
Chrift, but what is reaſonable and honourable , rending to thy real 

aud eternal good , as well as his own glory z therefore now the 

Maſter is come and calleth tor thee, do thou anlwer , Lo I come 10 dg 
thy will, O my God, thy law is in the midſt of my beart. 

Friend, it the Spirit of God hath been (o favourable to thee, 
as to kindle ſuch motions (as I have mentioned) within thee , for 
the Lords (ake cheriſh them, obey them, left thy quenching the Spi- 
rit bring thee to that hre which can never be quencht. To day if 
thou wilt bear bis voice, barden not tbine beart, left be ſwear in bis wrath, 
that thou ſhalt neper enter into bis reft. 


The third belp to Regeneration. 


A. ſeriow conſtant uſe of all the means of Grace, which God bath ap - 
pointed for tbe renewing of ſouls, with an expeation of 2 bleſſing from 
God, 

Thirdly, If thou would be regenerated , Be ſeriow and conftant 
in the uſe of all the means of | Grace ( which Gad bath appointed for the, 
begetting ſonls unto Chrift ) with looking unto God, for a bleſſing, . _. 

Reader; Obſerve: fivepartixylars in this thizd help ,to Regene-, 
ration, 4% 42 mats 12/1 2 —_ : 

Firſt, Uſe and attend on the means f Grace. "The Ordinances of 
God are the Marts and Fairs  whercat Chriſtians muſt trade for 
grace. At them thou mayll buy ſpiritual commodities without 
money, and without price, The ever bleſſed Ged hath upon a'twotold 

en.F Gg account, 
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account, enjoined the aſe of 'Nts Qedinances 3: partly out.ob fove- - 
raignty over us, that we might thereby acknowicdg that  homage' 
and fealty which we owe to his Majeſty ; Partly out of micecy ty 
us, that we might therein receive of his Spirit and Grace, By our 
attendance on Ordinances, as by '# Pepper+corn (tor all'that we can: 
do is very little) weacknowledg of whom we hold, and to. whom; 
we arc bound; and alſo they arc the door at which God giveth ys. 
gracious dotes. The Manna of the Spirit doth uſually tall dowg, 
in_the 4ews of Ordinances. Thou hat Gods” command for thy: 
warrant, Mat.7.7,8. Iſs. 55.'1,24345. and bis promile' for thy.cmo-; 
tive, 14 all\placer where I rccord my Name, tbere I wil] come, and will: 
El.ſs tbee, Exod. 20. 24. And'if thou would, know what bleſkag, 
what alms God giveth at thd(e places, There the Lord commandeth bis 
bl: ſing, even life for evermore, Plal. 133- 3- God giveth not ſuch blef- 
ſings any where as there 3 there are the mercies of. the throne, 
pardon, love, peace, converſion, encreaſe of grace, joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, the kidneys' of the wheat, the-tincft of the flower, and 
the honey'out ot the rock of mercy, It is ſaid of  Conflanzine, that 
he impoveriſhed all his Empire to enrich Conftantinople,- God doth 
paſs by other parts of the world as walte ground, or 43a Wilder- 
nels; but the place where he records his Name, is his garden: that 
he will d.ng, avddig, and dre(s, and take care that ic bring forth 
good fruit 3 there be command; bis bleſſeng. It is an alluſion pollibly to- 
great perfons, to a General, bvr'an'Emperor-z Where tbe word: of ; 
King is, there ir power : The Centurion (aid, 'I ſay tq ove So{gier,. Go, 
and be goetb-, to another, Come, and he cometh : to @ third, Dy this, 
and he doth it. So God commandeth one Ordinance, G2 and build up 


veth litength. x6 dd the thing commandeds as in the Olg, fo in 
the New Eheaion nl Lon ukl it w1s\ dove 4. be commanded ,; aud its 
floid faſt, Plal.$3. v. But hiete the L6i# commands: his :blefling, 
epen. life for. « The. ſixeam of Regeneration, or a ſpiritual: 
Nt, which c 

it {wel} to, and be freltowed up itt the'Occan of eternal lite., even 


£ * % C3 


4 


oy by the Key of Regeneration. 


237 


Thou heareft, Reader, where thy wants may be ſupplicd, through 
whac Pipes the water of life ts conveyed; dothou like the impotent 
man, wait atthe porch of Solomoz's Tempte , begging and expet- 
ing ſome alms, God may do more tor thee (as tor him, Ad: 3. 2,5.) 
than thou doſt ask or think, 
1:It was as cake for Boaz: ( and it might have been done with as 

lircle ) to have given Ruth as mach Corn at faſt as would 
have'\yeelded an-Ephah of Barley, and ſo have (ent her away with- 
out any More ado; but he will have her glean it , and then break 
if.” $0.Gpd could infuſe Grace immediately ; but he will have men 
hear, real, and pray, attend on Ordinances,' though not as Maſters, 
yet asmearis of -Grace :| He giveth carthly riches to them that are 
diligent 4a theit 'particularicallings; {o he giveth heavenly riches 
to them that are d1hgent #bour their general calling. 

Secondly,” Obſerve in this third help a ſerious conftant uſe of at{ the 
means of Grave appointed for this end: David in meditation fradeth 
the Spirtkindling that fire which at laft broke out into an holy 
Aamve, Pſah\ 39.3. While I was mufing, the fire burned. 

'' The two Diſciples at gort!y conference, found Jeſus'Chriſt ro make 
a third ;- while they were diſcourfting of him, he preſents himfelt 
to them, cauſing their hearts coburn within them , and openeth 
their eyes to: know him. Dead coals are kindled by live ones: O 
tis, good for thee to be among the Saints ; Thomas by milling one 
meeting, did his ſoul anſpeakable dil- ſervice. 


Cornelins at prayer tn Wis houſe, had a Meſſenger from Heaven, A%; «5, 
direQing him whither to ſend forone to infirudt him m the way of initio, 


ſalvation : Prayer hath been a prevalent Orator at the Throne of 
- Grace: Many that have gone thither with prayers and petitions, 
haveicome away with praiſes and thankſgivings. 

Fatob added tears to his prayers, and as a Prince a2 m man 
God; Hewept and made ſupftication, and prevaited; "Bic, 12; 4." Mu- 
hok:(founds bet vpon- the waiters; [uch water of a inner mingled 
with the blood of a Saviour, hath melted the very beart-of God, 
A broken and « contrite beart, O'God, tbo wilt not deſpiſe, Pl. 51, 17. 
: When Daniel - was fafting bis body, an Angel is \ent to feaſt 
his ſoul, Dan. 9. 21. White (0me- have*been Gifting themiclves 
down, God hath been raiſingtheim vp. Papilts on cheir falting days 
deny cheriſaves fleſh, bur have Yairity fare, colily (weet-meats. 
Thou myſt, Reader, if then khymbleft thy ſelf under the-mighty 
hand of Ged., expe that he ſhould m his own time lite thee up : 

wh Gg 2 Thelc 
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Theſe duties have helped to increaſe, and ally ro;beget holinels, 
The Eunxch was reading\the Scripture, when Philip was comman- 
ded by commillion from the Holy Ghoſt,to join himſelf to his Cha- 
riot, and to inſtruct him ia the knowledg ot -Chriſt, AG, 8, 33; Fits 
niw, by reading fobu 1. Auguſtine by reading Rom, 13, were convert- 
cd, The three thouſand ( 4@d.z, Yby hearing , came. to love;.and 
truly many thouſands have found the Goſpel of Chriſt-preached, 
to b:come the puwer of God unto ſalvation. Cyprian coufefſeth 
that he was converted from Idolatry and Necromancy, by hearing, 
the Hiſtory of the Prophet Fonzs read and expounded by Ceeilius, 
whom thcrcfore he calleth the Father of his new life, Faith: and 
R. p<ntance are b>th wrought by hearing, Rom:140,14, AGs 3, 37. 
The wandring finner is'molt frequently, reduced by the: Scripture, 
either read or heard : God calls co him whea heis running away, 
faying, R: turn, return, O Shulamitegreturn, return, Innall Gods great 
works, there i5 ordinarily a word accompanying it ; as in the Crea- 
tion, God ſaid, Let there be Light : when Chritt raiſed Lazorus, Lizs- 
rus come forth : when he converted Paul, .$ al, $241, why perſecutot 
thon mc? Atthe great day, Ariſe ye dead, andcome to judgment.” The 
Devil-got in at, firit into mans heart, by his car. The Dragon: bites 
the Elephants ear, and thence fucks his blood ,, knowing thar'to be 
the only plzce which he cannot reach with his trunck to defend. 
The Spitit of God comes in with the word, 2. Cor, 3, 8, Roms.1, 12. 
Gal. 3. 2. | 


As that word of Gdd to Abraham, Sarab thy. wife ſhall bave a Sor, | 


Gen.. 15.10, That word 1 (ay gave birth and being to Iſaac, when 
there was no likelihood. or pollibility, of his being trom his Parents; 
ſo the, word of God gives. a ſpiritual birth aod being to: men. and 
women, 'when there is. no likelihood.or poſlibilizy. in Nature.z yea, 
be ax natures are in flat oppoſition and contraticty to'it. 
. + The, word, diſcovereth our diſeaſes, Rom.7.7.'Fans,2.9. makes us feel 
our ſicknels, Rom. 7. 9. applicth the Mcdicine for our cure, Mat. r. 
a8. 1/a.55.1..Rom. 10.14, 1 IA 

The word kjHetb fin, calteth dowo: Satan, enliveneth-rthe ſoul, 
Epb, & 15, Fer. 23, 29. Rev,12.11., Job 5.24 Fob.17.17. Iſa; 13. 6, 
7,3, 9, Romy 1.1.6, 1Cor.1.18. Fam, 1.18. ., - | 

Thus-thou ſpeſt that the Phyſician of fouls. bath ſcverab means 
for the.cure of thy, malady.z. do not thou negle&- any, 'ncither 
zcading nor hearing, neither tattingnor praying,neicher meditation 
nor godly conference ,, neither ſecret, nor private, nor publike 


duties;. 
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duties, for thou knowcl not which may..do the deed; Chiilt ay : 


wait at that very door which thou keep<ti{huc, at that ordinatce 
which thou omittelt, to enter; intothy foul. If thoy delirchi chat 
he ſhould meet thee in any duty, do thou meet hum in evcry duty, 
How fooliſh art thouy to take any one horſe out of the team, whc n 
the load is ſo weighty, even; thine endleſs; weltare,, and all Jittle 
enough , to. draw. thine untoward heart towards Heaven, The Huls, 
bandman that hath a piece of ground which licth at the end. of his 
fallow, {till baiked before, will be ſure to plough up , and expcdcth 
a better crop out of that, than out of any ſuch quantity ot ground 
in the field, Reader, it thou haft balked any of the forementioned 
duties, tor thy ſquls ſake (et upou ic (p-edily, for undoubtcdly, thyu 
mayſt.reap a greater barveli by it, than thou imagineſt, 

Fricnd,, have a care of {ecret, private, publike duties; for all 
muſt be minded by them. that would be new-moulded. How'many 
thouſands among us do wiltaliy murder their (ou's! fome poyton 
them by-crying- cuormities, others ſtarve them by the omillion of 
duties. It was a pitiful equivocation of the, Duke D* Alva ( belore 
Harlem, that promiſed the Soldiers their lives, and afterwards kill'd 
chem with hunger ). ſaying, That thowgh be promiſed them their lives, 
yet be did nat promiſe that they ſhould bave food. Art not thou a chea+ 
eter and murderer of thy loul, in promitiag it tpiritual lite, when 
thou denieſt it the means of lite ? As ever thou wouldit have, au 
harveſt of Grace, dv thou plaugh up and ſow the ground:of thine 
heart with all che means which God hath. ordaingd tor that cad. 

Thirdly, ;Bc thou ſerious in. thine -attendance on the Ordinances 
of God. Be in carneſt when thou art about foul-affars 3 contider 
when thou art Praying, or hearing, or reading, or conferring , with 
Chriſtians 3. it 15 for thy lite, 1t is tor cy ſoul, it js for eternity; and 
do; whatſocyer the Lord calleth. thee; co do for the quigkying. thy, 
dying ſoul, with all thine heart, with. all chy, might 3 tog.chere ig- 
no doing 1c in the grave, whither thou att haſkning.. When Sampſon. 
would dettroy the enemics\of God, be bowed bimſelf with all bis 


micht, Judg.t6.39., When David was r ne upon the Ark ot God, 
im«6G:14.99, when thou 


be danced before the Lord with alkbis might, 2 6 
par pe he dedih of thy nga fhouldher wha caught 
$9:4+ Whewthou.prayeior the life. of thy ſoul. ghou bowl 


pray with all thy,oughc,1Tbef,5.17:3h how (hould'they hear,&cregd, 

&pray for regeneration,that baye but a fewdays(nay, hours pollibly,), 
to doitin, between whom and eternal burmogs there is butalietle 
| | ary- 
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diry breath; and if they be'n6t Regenerared before they tye,theyare 
ruined, they are'damined foy ever P07 1D +I 
'2A child may handle rhe mothers breaft, and” play with it, and 
kiſs it, but all this while he gets no good, trill at lalt he layeth his 
mouth to'the breafi, gers the Nipple taft, (ucks with his might and 
ſxengeh, and then he' draweth npuriſhments Reader, it may be, 
hog hift mmded ducies,'and frequented ordinances, yet pollibly haft 
got tio good by them; *risTikely rhen'that rhon doit bur play with 
hem, Jally about thetn,' doing them #8 if thou didft them "not , 
if ever thercfore thou wouldſt get good by them, thou muſt be ſe- 
rious and in carneft about them, do them with all thy foul, with 
all thy ſtrength, knowing that they are of infinite'weight, andend- 
leſs concerpment to thee, conſidering that if God doaot now'hedr 
thee ( in thy day of grace ) he will never, never hear thees 'and 
if thou do not now hear him, thou ſhalt ſhortly never, nevermore 
have fuch an offer. 
I doubt not friend, but thon art ſerious about toys and trifles, 
thou cavſt rife early, and go to bed late, 'and' work hard all day, 
and have thy mind ttedfattly occupied about :thoſe foolilh 'things of 
che world, 'from which within a ſhort-time, thou ſhalt be parred 
for ever. How bulie are vain men like a company of Ants,to increaſe 
their heap of earth? O think of it, is it not' pity tuch x plant ſhould 
grow in Epypt, which would thrive ſq well in Canaan? How fifly, 
how finely would that ſcrivuſnels and fervency which thou uſcſt a- 
boat carth;become and ſuit with heaven? Ah*twould be worth the 
while, to be moſt coverous and fedulous about 'the things of God 
and Chrift, thy foul and Eternity. | | 
Fourthly, Be conflant in the uſe of the means of Grace 3 pray 
and wait, hear and'wait, 'read 'and wait, watch and wait ; I the 
morning ſow thy ſeed, in the evining with-bold not thine band; for tho 
Jyrow ot not whether ſhall proſper, either thi/, or that, o7 whetber they borb 
Joall be alike good, Ecclel. 11: 6, In every morning ſow thy ſerd, pray; 
read, mcfUitate 3 inthe evening with-bold not thine band,do the fare; 
for thou "ktrowelt not which (hall proſper, at which the Spirit of 
God will give thee {gracious cfteQual meeting for thy co 
Tien'os Talvatiod, 'by whether /both[baft condiite equally c 
Piritwak web altantage ; Do pt expett, Ke the Hhpe 
ary, tofbw and rep hs day; «How Yorhe Gilfince between feed- 
time and harveſt, ck doth not work itnnediatdly when its 
taken mto*thebody-; 'be'confident, ttwou' ſhale rrap intime if thoa 
goft not faint. . Suppoſe 
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Sugpaſe thou werr lick pt. Lorpe maxzal:; pijptyl, dilcaſe, a dead 

man thy _—_— athers th Gs apap i Phyti- 

cian, ſhould warrant thy.-cure ip time, YBap condition that thou 

wouldfi follow bis advice, and diet thy (clt all che while z would(t 
thou not uſe all that he. preſcribed, and ,wait, and long to be reco- 
vered ? Thou walk wqunded in a moment, but art; nqt to foon reco- 
vered ; "tis good ta wait Gods leiſure,,what Chrilt laid in regard of 
his coming ia Judgmeat, I ſay in xegard gf his coming ia mercy, 
Watch therefore, for thou know. jt not when: the Sou of man will come, 
whether this day, to morrow,or next week 3 lole no time, negled 
no opportunity 3 'the Heathga Tits, cquld bewail the loisof chat 
day wherein he had done. no good, Friends, Lhbave lot a day, and Amici 4i. 
wilt thou wilfullly loſe ha}f a day,. when every moment is of more mperdudi; 
worth to thee thay a Kingdom ? Naaman the Syrian waſhcd (cyeu Hodie wou 
times in Fordan z the fix times waſhing could not do it 3 *©was upon j&- 
the ſeventh time waſbing that he was cured ot his Leprolie,and his 

fleſh came again like the fleſh ot a child. Do thou often bathe thy loul 

in the waters of the Sanduary z at one time or other ( ut thou taith+ 

tully. practiſe this help } thou wilt find them healing waters z, 0b+ 

ſerve what Saul loſt by not waiting Gods leiſure 3 Samuel had told 

Saxl, 1 Sam. 10. $. And tbou (halt go down before me to Gilgal----ſevcn 

days fhalt thou tarry, till I cime to thee, andſhew tbee what thou ſh lt do. 

This precept was enjoyned $axl,l {uppole not becaule Sama lmight 

be hindered by ſome neceſſary occalians, till ſeven days w.re com?, 

( which reaſon ſome give }, but, tor the trial of Sawls obedience to 

God in waiting his appointed.time, Now. $2xl, 1 Sam. 13.8, anl 13, 

waited ſ1x days, nay, towards the litter ead-of the ſeventh diy tor 

Samael;, but b<cauſc he waitcd not full (even days,he loft che King» 

dom Thew baſt daye fooliſhly, than bajt nas kgpt:the commandment of the 

Lird thy God # (aith Sammel to Saul ): for now would the Lord bav: 

Fri thy Kingdamfor ever \, but now tby Kingdoms. ſhall not continue, 

or tbe Lord bath ought bim a man after bis ownbeart. 

O how (ad was it that Saul ſhould lole a Kingdom for want of 

yy: pr three hqurs patience ! | had. he tarried a little langer, he had: 

had the MOgdpm arever >, bug is it not fagder if thou (bould(t loſe 

the Eceroal Kingdom of Heaveo, by.pot tureying Gods, cime, by 

| 


not waiting his leiſure,!,.. T- | 

Reader, 'Lye at the pool, and give not qver, till the Angel dath 
move ypon the waters, When oae of the Fathers-had.it (aggelted 
to him, by.che Devil, That.jt was in yaio fog. hun. tg mind.God, ſos 
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he ſhou'd never get'tb Heaven': Then ſaith , "Twill follow bard 
after God, that 1 mayrifoy i nth of 'bim a5 is poſſible i earth. When 
bliad Bartimew was rebuked by the Diſciples tor callingeafter Chiriſt 
for his bodily fight, he cryeth the more earneſtly, 'Feſws 'thix Son of 
David bate mercy on me; Mark'Y0. 15. 'Whit-everdiltburagetents 
thou mcercf} with im thine attendance” on 'Goll A Oriocek be 
tike the Engliſh Jct fircd by water, and nor liſt oor pidinary fires, 
quenched by it let them at(d-t6, not dimrnith thy veſojurion and 
cuurapge 3 Ict not one rephlſe beat thee off; be violent, give a (ccond 
ſtorm to the Kingdom of Heaven. Parents fometimies hide them- 
{clves to make their children-continue ſeeking, He char would not 
at firft open his mouth; nor vouchſafe the woman 6f Canaan a woaid, 
doth ( upon her continaed and fervent Petitions ) at laſt open his 
hand, and give her what ever the asked; © women, beit wito thee as 
tbou wilt, continued importunity is undeniable oratory. 2% 
And cruly, it after all thy pains thou fhindeft Jeſus Chriſt, will it 
not make amends for thy long patience ?' Mea that venture of- 
ccn ata Lottery, though they take blanks twenty times, if afttr- 
wards they get a golden Baſon and Ewer, it will make them abun- 
dant.ſatistaQion. Suppolc thou ſhouldſt continue knocking twenty, 
nay,forty years, yct it atlalt, though but one hour before thou dielt, 
thy heart be open-d to Chriit, and he be received into thy ſoul, and 
when thou dicft, Heaven be opened to thee, and thy (ſoul received 
into it 3 will ic not infinitely requitethee for all thy labour! O think 
of it, and reſolve never to be dumb while God 1s deaf; never to 
leave off prayer, till Gcd return a gracious anſwer, And for thy 
comfort know, that he who begun his Pſalm with, How long wilt 


| thox forget me; O Lord, for ever ! . bow long wilt tbog bide thy face from 


me | comes to conclude ic with, I will fing «nts the Lord, for be bath 
dealt bountifully with me, Plal. 13.1. and wht, ''s | © 

Fifthly; Be ſ{crious and conſtant in Yhe uſe 'of -att the means of 
Grace which God hath appointed for the renewing of ſouls, but 
expe the bleſſing ouly from God ; Elijab when he had filled the trenches 
with-water, put the wood in order, laid the'Sacrificg on the Altar, 
then he looks-up to'Heaveh for a bleſſing, and then fire cine down 
ftom Heaveri, whereby God manifefterh his acceprance. $6 do thou, 
hear as for Heaven, figh as for thy ſoul, perform every duty as for 
eternity, attend on Ordinances with fuch ſeriouſneſs, as one that 
believeth his unchangeable eftate is at ftake' in them ;3* but when 
thou art doing them}, ' and ' when thou haſt ſet all in order, then let 


thine 


FE ia roo @ oa en ad , 


W _—_—_ w-_——— —_— HY. 


— 


2 + "oy the Key of Regeneration. 232 


thine heart look up to Heaven for ſucceſs, expe the fire of the 
Holy Ghoſt to come down trom Heaven ; be as diligent about duties 
and ordinances, as it they could regencrate thee, and do all things; 
but depend on God, as one that knoweth, that without him they 
can do nothing z Offer the ſacrifice of righteouſneſs, and truſt in the 
Lord :+ Truſt in tbe Lord, and do good, Pal. 4.5, and 37. 9, Look on 
ordinances only as (for indeed they are no more than) the order in 


- which, and the inftrument with which he is pleaſed co work 3, truſt 


in God will not confilt cither with the negle& of, or with truſt in 
means. - 

Be thou but faithful in following theſe direQions, and doubt not 
of Gods benedicion z expeRt that he who commandeth thee to 
ſeck, , ſhould enable thee to had : Do not as unwiſe Archers, that 
ſhoot their arrows at. random, never looking to ſee them again z 
but as Fonathan, who when he had ſhot his arrows, had one ready 


_ to fetch them again : Expe@ to reap the fruit of thoſe dutics which 


thou ſowelt ; Go to Gods houle in the multitude of bis mercies,Plal. 5.7, 
looking that mercy ſhould give thee a meeting, and grant thee a 
bleſſing : I will dire] my prayer to thee, and will look up, Pal. 5.5, 
that is, I will trade, I will ſend vut my ſpiritual commodities, 
and cxpeR a gainful return; I will make my prayers, and not give 
them tor loſt, but look up for an anſwer. God will bring man 
home by a way contrary to that by which he wandred from him ; 
man fell from God by diſtruſt, by having God in fufpition ; God 
will bring him back by truſt, by having good thoughts of him : 
O how richly laden might the veſſel which thou ſendeſt out aome 
home, wouldit thou but long and look for its return ? 


I come now to remove ſome hinderances, or anſwer ſome Oh- 
jeRions which arilc in mens hearts againſt the truths delivered. 
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' of mans by thine own ſtrength, The precrpts'of the Word ſprak mins daty, 


Impoten- but Gods power 3 They teachrus not what we can do, bat what 
© P- G5: we ſhould do becauſe a man ought to pay his debts, therefore it 


CHAP. XVIIL 
An Anſwer to three ObjeTions, 


| The Firkt Objctfion a1ſiered, namely, Mans wenkyeſs and inability to 
turi unto God. $6 > | dh 
Secondly, That unregenerate men fin in performing duties, and at- 
tending on ordinances, 
Thirdly and Laſtly, If I be elefed T ſhall be ſaved, let me live never 
ſo wickedly, and negleft the means preſcribed for my recovery. 
"10 mayſt probably objet againſt this Exhortation to mind 
Regeneration, That thou baft no power to'leave and loathe fin, to 
believe in, and ſubmit to Jeſw Chriſt, Therefore, why do I call up- 
on thee lo earneſtly ? to what purpoſe do I bid thee make thee a 
new heart, and a new ſpirit, turn unto God, and embrace his only. 
Son as thy Lord? | 
To this and the other ſubſequent objeQions, concerning Ele- 
ion, and thy ſinfulne(s in performing duties, I might anſwer only 
with the Apoſtle, Who art thou that replieſt againft God *\ Rom, 9, 20, 
or with Elipbaz, Shall mortal man be more juſt than God ? ſhall a man 
be more pure than bis Maker ? Job 4.17. But T will anſwer with Ekbs, 
Suffer me a little, and Iwill ſhew thee, what I have to ſpeak, on God; be- 
balf , Iwillfetch my kyowledg from afar, and will aſcribe righteouſneſs 
#0 my makgr. For truly my words ſhall nt be falſe ; He that is perfed in 
knowleag is with me, Job 36. 243, 4 
Firſt, I confeſs, that thou art unable either to loathe fin or love God, 


doth not follow that he is able to pxy them. Divine commands are 
to convince men of theis weakneſs, not to ſhew their ſtrength, I 
acknowledg that by nature thou art dead in treſpaſſes aud fins, and 
canſt neither (ce, nox hear, nor ſavour ſpiritual things, Eph. 2. x, 
Thou arc without ftrength, Rom. 5.6. not able to think a good thought, 
2 Cor, 3- 5. nor to ſpeak a good word, Mt. 12, 34. nay, thou' can(i 
do nothing that is acceptable to God, Fob. 15.3, or profitable to _ 
thy (elf, by 
None ean be afore-band with God, Ie cannot ſeek, bim, till we bave 
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found bin ; be. will be ſought that be may be foun1, and found that be may 
be ſought, Gaith Bernard, aicte | | 

Secondly, I anſwer, that the: caxſe of mans weakneſs is from bim- 

ſelf, thefavlt is not in God. God made man upright, but be bath found 
out many inventions, Eccleſ. 7. 29. What was there wanting on 
Gods part ?. He created man after his own image, in knowledg, 
righteouſne(s,, and true holinels, he gives him a law to dire&t 
him, a Threatning to warn him, a promiſe to encourage him z abi- 
lity and power to carry himſelf uprightly. Maa hearkeneth to $a- 
tan, diftruſtcth God, deſpiſeth the Law, trieth new inventions, 
whereby he undoeth himſelf, Is God to be blamed? Surely no, 
The fooliſhneſs of man pervertctb bis way, and then bis beart fretteth a+ 
gainſt the Lord, Prov, 19. 3. 

It thou urge the objection farther, That one man ſinned, and 
the whole generation of men ſuffer; that thy weaknels proceedeth 
not from thy fall, but Adams; I anſwer, That a child may as well 
complain that his Prince is unjuſt, b:cauſe he is born the Son of a 
beggar, or a Traitor; indeed it is an unhappineſs to thee that thou 
art fo deſcended, but not unrightcouſnels in God, If God gave thy 
Father an earthly «ſtate of a thouſand pound per annum, and he 
prove a prodigal,and leave thee not a thouſand farthings, wilt thou 
blame God ? Is he to be charged for thy fathers riotoutne(s? truly 
thus it is in ſpirituals z God gave Adm a ſufficient ſock, he waſted 
it by wiltul diſobcying the command given him, and thereby leaves 
all his children poor and beggarly; is God now in the leaſt fault. 
Becauſe thou haſt loſt thy power of obcying, ſhould God therefore 
loſe his right of commanding ? a ſervant that makes himſclf drunk, 
and thereby unable to do his Maſters work, is not therefore diſobli- 
ged from his ſervice. A prodigal debter though he hath ſpent his 
cltate in drinking and dicing,. may jultly be called upon, and ſued 
for his debts. | 

But thou mayſt ſay, thou did(t not conſent to truſt thy ſtock in 4- 
dams hands. I reply, Hath not a Father power to oblige and bind his 
Son? Adam was the father of all, and did bear without queſtion, an 
extraordinary natural affection to his children; His own intereſt was 
involved with theirs; he and they lived and dycd,ftood and tell to- 
gether 5 he had full power over his own will; Satan could not force 
him to fia ; his obedience for all was no le(s eafic then for himſelf. 


© There was nothing commanded him but what was equal and jult, 
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and what he. was throughly-cnabled: to do. | If Adam had fiood, 
thou had(t ſhared in his gains, which had been unſpeakably great; 
therefore it is but righteous that thou ſhould ſhare is his loſſes. 

© Beſides, though chou didſi not make any particular choice of 4- 
© dam, to [tand or tall for thee, yet God made choice of him for 
© thee z who being goodneſs it (elt, bears more good-will to thee, 
* than thou to thy (elf ; and bcing wiſdom it (elf, made the wiſcli 
© choice, and took the wiſeſt courſe for the good of man, This way 
* made moſt for mans ſafety and quiet. For if he had Rood, all fear 
© of loſing our happinels had quite vaniſhed; whereas if every man 
© had been lcfr to ſtand or fall tor ftmſelf , a man would ever have 
* been in fear of falling. And again, this was the fureſt way to have 
* all our Eſtates preſerved: for Adam having the charge 'of the 
© eſtates of all the men that ever ſhould be in the world, he was the 
© more preſlcd to look about him, left he ſhould be robbed,and undo 
ſo many thouſands: Adam was the head of all mankind , and 
< all mankind are members of that head z Now if- the head 
* plot and a& treaſon againfi-the King , the whole body is found 
© puilty, and the whole body mult ſuffer. If theſe things fatisfie 
© not, God hath a day coming, wherein he will declare his own 
© righteous procecdings before Angels and-Men, Roms. 2.4. 

Reader, take heed of darkying counſel by words, or thoughts,with- 
out kn wledg z for we are ſure that the judgment of. God is aceording to 
truth, Job 38,2. Rom.2,2, 

Thirdly, I anſwer, That thine impozency lieth in thine obftinacy, 
Thou pretendeſt that thou canſt not, but the truth is thou wilt not, 
Luke 19.41, Fohn 5.40%. Thou art reſolvedly evil, and then flieft out 
againſt God himſelf, that-thou.canſt. not do good, Eccleſ.8. 11. Fer, 


44. 16. 

Thy diſeaſe is deadly and dangerous ;. the Phyſicianof fouls of- 
fereth thee his help, and he is both willing and able to cure thee : 
Now thou wiltully throweſt away his Phyfick , *feedeft on fuch 
things which thou (canſt forbear, and,).knoweſt will encreaſe thy 
diſeaſe 3. and then telleſt the world, that-thou art not able to cure 
thy felt. Is this honeſt or rational dealing ? 

If a naked manbe offered cloathing 3 or a man ready to ftarve, 
food; and they throw it away from them, and flatly deny to ac- 
cre of them, whoisto blame if theſe periſh with nakedaeſs and 

unger ?- 


Thou 
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Thou hadſia poyſonotisGg frond thy Fither ; "but" the Serpeat © 


that tings thee to death, 'is from thy warthing and hatching chat 
pg in thine own breaſt; 'All the A! Ot ett and all the 4s vils in 
hell, coald not damn thee, were it not for thy wilfulne(s in fiu; and 
caſt thou expect that Jeſus Chrifi, ſhould ſave thee againſi thine 
own will? that he ſhould cirty rtide ro heaven, whether thou, wilt 
or no? Believer, a ſtate of* fin and wrath, is the matter of thine 
own choice, ” The door which ſhuts thet out 'of the Fathers houſe, 
is bolted againſt thee by thine own hands. 7 

Anſwet me this queſtion, or elſe never more" make this objei- 
on : Art thou willing to turn from fig unto God ? 'Art thou wil- 
ling to take the Son of God'for thy 'Saviotir and Lord? It thou 
art willing, Iam fare God is willing; he hath confirmed it with an 
oath, Ezek, 33.11, Jcſus Chriſt is willitig that ſinners (ſhould live,or 
he would not (o willingly have died ſuch a death 3 he hath paid 
the price of thy ranſome, and offereth thee ari happier cſtate than 
that of which Adam deprived thee, It thou art willing to accept 
of thy freedom, thou mayſt have it ; If any mn will, let bim drink 
of the water of life freely, Rev.22, and if thou art not willing, why 
doſt thou complain, 

Fourthly, T anſwer, The fault is clearly in thy ſelf, becauſe thou 
negletleft to do what thou haſt power to ds , thou halt power , withoat 
any ſpecial grace, to perform daties, to hear the word , to pray in 
fecret, and with thy Family, to forbzar thy wicked compuny, by 
ſwearing, lying, drinking, (coffing at godlinels, ahd yet dolt not 
. mind thoſe duties conſtantly, nor forb<ar thoſe fins; Saall a (cr- 
vant ( Friend, be thine own judg )which is truſted with five pound 
to employ for his Miſters honour , ſpend this in whoring and ga- 
ming, and then blame his Miſter for not truſting him with thgu- 
ſands? When mah brokeby his fall, there' was, fome ſtock ltfe in 
his hands (not enough to (et him up again,bur that ) which might 
do him ſome good z now they ſpend this profufely,, they. throw 
away thoſe checks of conſcience, which eſcaped the ruins of the 
fall; theycorrupt themſelves in what they know, and wickedly 
refuſe to do - what they can, and yet are ſo impudent as to ſlye in 
the tace 'of the ever bleſſed Gad; that he doth not give them powee 
to do more. 

Fifthly , Thy weakneſs and impoteficy ſrould drive thee to Chriſt for 
ſtrength. Thy miſery by the ficlt Adam, ſhould cauſe thee-to ad 
thy 
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Spirit and Grace? how ſhouldli thou wait on thy - Redeemer, in 
reading, hearing, praying, meditating, uſing all thoſe means which 
he hath appointed for the converhon of thy ſoul ? 


Secondly, It may be thou wilt ſay, Tow preſs me much to pray, and 
bear, and frequent the means of Grace , but Tfin in doing ſo, I ſin inproy- 
ing, I fin itt bearing and ſinging 3 and would you bave me fin? 


I anſwer, Firſt, Thou ſinneſt in eating and drinking , and follows, 
ing thy calling; in not doing thefe things upon right principles, 
and for right euds , and wilt thou therefore forbear them 4 Thou 
wilt pamper and plca(c thy body, right or wrong, not only in the 
ule, but even in the abuſe of the creature; but how ordinary an 
excuſe will make thee neglec thy foul? 

Secondly , Regenerate men themſelves ſm in. all their,. performances 
(though not in fach a manner 4s unregenerate men do), and ſhould 
they therefore lay-them down ? 

Thirdly, No pretence whatſoever can excuſe from obedience t0 clear 
Precepts (remember allo that the commands of God do not inter- 
fere or contradict each other), Now God. exprefly commandeth 
thee, though thou art ina natural eſtate, to perform duties. Peter, 
when he had told Simon Afagie, that he was.in the gall- of bitter- 
neſs, and bondof iniquity, yet he bids him pray to the Lord, Ats 

8. 22. if peradventure the thoughts of his hearc might be forgiven 
him : our ſinning in dutics cannot abrogate that Law of God 
which enjoins dutics 3 as.Gods precepts are not meaſufes of our 
ſtrength, ſo they are not leſſened by our weakne(s. The Ninivites, 
though unregenerate (as ſome think ), yet when threatned with 
deſtruQtion,did both pray and faſt,and found that it was not in vain, 
Fonah 4.3, 
Fourthly, 
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'*Foutrhly; Tow Jin _ forptitg Untits 1, than in neglefthn 
thent * "If /N; io og bet boa colrſt of fool: and 
damning thy foul, I ktiow not whit ro. fly toithee; the Lord pi- 
ty thee 3. but if 'thou haſt any deſize of falyation in a Goſpel-way, 
thou offendeſt far leſs in waiting on God'ih his Ordinances , than 
thofe do that” refule them : in" perfortnitig duties without ſuitable 
grace, thou falleſt in the manner of *Divitic Worlhip'; others chac 
omit duties, fail both in the mattth and'thatinet: "thou owelt God 
outward as well as inward ſervice ; the cohfefion of thy mouth, 
as well as the converſion of thine heave; ſurely*rhen if thou gi- 
veſt God the former,though without the latter, thou doſt not fin fo 
much as they that give him neither. 
Fifthly, Shouldſt thou neglect the means of grace, thou would(t 
" make thy condition ( which is already dreadful ) to be deſperate; if 
ever God meet thee,it muſt be in his own way,Rom.r0.15, 17, Prov.S$, 
I:believe thou ſcarce ever heard(t of any man converted, while he 
caſt by the means of grace which God afforded him, 
Y Sixthly, If thy condition be ſo ſad, that thou ſinneft in all thou” diſt, 
thox haſt the more need to baſten ont of it,” A!) , who would be quict 
' one hour in ſuch an eſtate, wherein whatever he doch, is abomina- 
ble to God ! Men that are weak and {ickly, do not therefore tor- 
bear food, becauſe they arc not able to digett it well, and it may 
poſlibly.yceld ſome nouriſhment to their difeaſe ; but do therefore 
cat that they 'may get ſtrength, aud be enabled to overcome their 
diſtempers. | | 
Seventhly, God may meet with thee in the mane of Grace. The Or- 
dinances of God ate the golden pipes through which he conveyeth 
the Oil of Grace from Chriſt the Olive-tree ; God doth not bid thee 
to wait apon him for nothing 3 thouſands have found by happy cx- 
 perience, that, they are bleflced which watch at Wildom's gate, 
which wiit at the poſts of her doors, Prov; 8. latter end. The Ni- 
nivites C when Fonab had tore-told their rujn) faft and pray, tayivs, 
Who cat tell if God. will repent and turn from bis fierce anger , that we 
periſh not !\ Jonah 3. 9g. So now God hath fore told 1n his word. the 
eternal deftrudtion of allin thy condition 3' do thou taft and 'pray, 
read and meditatez. who Gan tell but God may turn and have mer» 
cy upon thee,pour down'hys Spirit and holiddels inco thee, that chou 
*periſh- not! Thou may hear and read of the ſucceſs of others ; 
others have found hits in his houſe of prayer, and why not thou? - 
The Mariner cannot-maks cither wid or tide, yet he licth ready 
upoa. 
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—gpan the qarey5, and mates or chore, (Thee Hysbndman cannor 
chaſe an, Haryet, yet he ploughs and. foycrh., hoping, thas the 
Heiveps will help. bi hou gavſt.not heal thy fel};. wait there- 
tore at. the means , wont may.come when thop Jittle thinkeſt of 
it, and cure thee, Go Aehghtaro we Vans root h his uſual 
courſe 15 10, meet them that meet him ;. he bath beco found -pf 
them that hy hl kn ma eg we bade himſelf from a 
when thou! lh his toes: ar thine, encquragtment; thou talt 
his word ( which is truth it, ſelf ), that:if thou [eek Nite early; thou 
thale find him, Prov, 8.17., pil there is life, there is hope 3 thou 
livelt under the means, O rcſolve to give God no. reſt, till he gives 
thee Regeneration, Ws 


1+ = 


3 Obie. Thicdly, It is poſſible thou mayſt obje&, That if thos art prede- 


ſftinated to life, thow ſhalt be ſaved, though thou neglefieft all theſe means 
of ſalvation ;, and if thou art not elcAed, theſe will do thee no good, 


I anſwer firſt, That this looks like the language of one already 
in Hcll, though it be found too too often in the mouths of [wagger- 
ers upon earth; inevil things the Devil would make thee ſeparate 
the end from the means : Think not of Hell, but go on in fm , faith 
he : In good ongs the means from the end z Never trouble thy ſelf 
with bolineſs, yet doubt not of Heaven, 

Secondly, Suppoſe that thou ſhould live and Ye in this deſperate 
concluſion, wouldjt not thou cert 1iuly be damned? Without all controverſie, 
in the other world thow wouldit find what a fine cheat the Devil bad put 
pon thee, by bringing thee into an opinion, which will bring thee inevitably 
into deſtrudion, Believe it, thou ſhalt know in the other world who 
_ liave the worſt of ſach curſed concluſions, God or thy 
{clf. 

Thirdly, The Decree of God is @ ſealed Book,, and the names in it 
are ſecret, therefore thy part is to look, to Gods revealed will, namely, 
t0 make thine Elefion ſure, by making thy Regeneration ſure: Dolt 
thou not know that ſecret things belong to God , but reyecaled 
things to us and our children? O 'tis dangerous to meddle with the 
ſecrets of Princes. " 5 petenied 

Fourthly , This opinion is not believed by thee, but is only pret as 
a cloak for thy wickedneſs and idleneſ ; Ro thow doſt believe that if 
God bath eleAed be will ſave thee bowever tho liveft , why arc not thy 
praQices anſ{werable to ſuch principles? why doſt thou not age 
eny 
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thy ground unſowed, and thy calling unfollowed, and (ay , If God 
bath decreed me a crop of Corn, I ſhall bave it, whether I ſow my ground 
or no, and if God bath decreed me an Ejiate, I ſhall bave it, though Inc- 
ver mind my Calling * Why dolt thog not negle& and refuſe cating 
and drinking, and ſleeping, and lay , If God bave decreed that I ſhall 
live longer, I fpall do it, though I never eat, or drink,, or ſleep ? Fox God 
hath decreed theſe things concerning thy ground, ettate, and natu- 
ral life, as well as concerning thiue eternal condition in the other 
world. When I ſee that thou throweſt off all care and mc ans of 
preſerving thy life on carth, and expeRteſt notwithſtanding to con- 
tinue alive, then I may believe that thy fore- mentioned thoughts 
are really ſuch in regard of eternal life ; but till chen I (hall be 
confident that this concluſion is only a feigned plea in the behalf of 
the Devil and thy carnal corruptions, 

Fifthly , The word of God, which muft ſhortly try thee for thine ever- 
laſting life or death, doth declare to thee fully andclearly, that God prede + 
flinsteth to the Means as well as the End : where then wilt thou ap- 
pear, that negleGeft the Means? That the Means and End arc join» 
ed together in Gods Decree, is fully proved to thee in the 31 and 
and 123 pages of this Book 3 therefore let not Satan fo far delude 
thee, as to make thee part them. I ſhall conclude my anſwer to 
this objeQion (for truly *tis ſo irrational, that I do not think it 
worthy of fix lines) with a ſtory which I have ſometime read: Lr- 
doviexs, a \carned man of Italy, by finful beginnings came at laſt to 
thisconcluſion, It matters not what I do, or bow T live; if I be prede. 
flinated 20 life, I am ſure to be ſaved; if otherwiſe , I cannot belp it. 
Thus with this deſperate opinion he lived a long time, till at laſt 
he fell dangerouſly ſick, and (crit for askilful Phylician, carncſily 
deſiring his advice : The Phyſician before-hand acquainted with 
his opinion, told him, Sxrely it will be needleſs to uſe any means for 
your recovery; for if the time of your death be come, it will be impoſſible 
to avoidit : Ladovicus upon this began to conſider of his own mad- 
neſs and folly in negleQing the means for his ſoul , bemoancd his 
ſin fincerely, took Phylick, and was through the blefling of God 
recovered both inſoul and body. O that what I have written might 
work ſuch an eftc@ upon thy ſpirit ! Conlider, Fricud, if notwith- 
ſtanding Gods Decree, means mult be uſed for thy temporal cfiate, 
ſhould they not allo for thine eternal cftate ! Be nos wiſe in thine 
own eyes , but fear the Lord, eniages from" evil: Labour to wy 
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thy ways by taking bred thereto aaording to biz word, Prov .f. 
Pial. 119. 9. ; 


Reader, I have now finiſhed this weighty Exhortation which 
doth ſo nearly concern thy precious ſoul, and unchangeable condi- 
tion in the other world, Thou ſeeft how large an Epiſtle” I have 
written to thee with mine own hand 3 many an hours fleep haye I 
loſt to awaken thee out of thy carnal ſecurity : but I am ignorant 
whether the work be doneor no, which is of ſuch unſpeakable 
weight; or whether thou art reſolved t6 ſet upon ir, throagh the 
lixength of Chritt, in good earneſt. I preach eo thee, I pray for 
thee, I delire and cadeavour fo to live, as fo ſet thee a pattern. O 
that I knew what todo, that might be more effeQual for thy reco- 
very. Fricnd, ponder ſeriouſly the truth and concernment of the 
particulars delivered.[s there not infiaite reaſon why thou fhouldſt 
1pcedily and heartily ſubmit to the counſel of the Almighty God 
for the enlivening of thy dying foul! What more weighty buſi- 
nel5 ' haſt thou to do, than to (et upun theſe things whereby thou 
maylt avoid unquenchable burnings, and arrive at tulnefs of joy, 
and pleaſures tor<vermore ?. Is thy ploughing or EW bay - 
ing or (clling, nay thine cating or drinking, halt ſo neceſſary as the 
R-generation of thy foul, withuve which the everlaſting God hath 
told thee over and over, that thouſhalt not be ſaved ! O that thou 
didt believe what it is to bz in Heaven or Hell, for ever, ever, 
cVEr. 

I have rea1ot a woman, that when her houſe was on fire, ſhe 
was very buli:, 2nd wrought hard in carrying out her goods ; but 
at laſt bzchought her ſelf of her only child;which ſhe never mind- 
ed b-fore (tor cagernefs about her goods ) but had left it burning in 
the flames 3 and then, when it was too late, ſhe crieth, and 'roarcth 
out ſadly, O'my Cbild ! Ab mypoor Child! Truly thou art in danger, 
thine everlaſting cſtateis every moment in/jeopardy , if thou now 
buſieſt thy telf wholly in ſcraping and carking, and caring for thy 
body, torgettingthy poor ſoul, leaving that to the fire that (hall ne- 
ver-gooat z.-contider, there is a time(T would fay an eternity )com- 
ing when'thoa wile think of it, though rhen *twill be too Iate;and. 
then; Othen how-ſadly; how ſorrowtully wilt thou ſigh and ſob, 

"how! and roar, and-(erecch out, O ary ſoxt;ab my poor ſoul, bow wretch< 
edly bave I forgot my pretiqns foul) Tt is an unconccivable mercy that 
yce 
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yet thou hat a day of. grace, whercin-thou mayft think of, and en- 
deavour the good of thy foul. For thy fouls ſake , for the Lords 
ſake, O dear Friend, mind it ſpeedily; hear God now he calleth, 
ox then ( though thou calleſt loud and long ) he will never, never 
hear thee. When the Mother of Thales urged him to marry, 
he told. her '(w«5 200 ſoon; ſhe ſtill importuning him, he told her 
afterwards, that "1wes $00 late, Regeneration is thine eſpouſal unto 
Jeſus Chriſt 3- the Father of Eternity calleth upon thee, wooeth; 
beſeecheth, commandeth thee, now while it is called today, to ac+ 
cept of his own Son for thy Lord and Husband; do not, oh do not 
ſay, *Tis $00 ſoon,] will doit beresfter. 1 aſſure thee,before to moxrrow 
vight God may lay, *Tis 200 late z and then thou art loſt for ever. 
Hegr counſel, and rec: ive infirudion, that thou mayſt be wiſe in thy latter 
end, leſt thow mourn at la(t , when thy fiſh and thy body are conſumed, 
(when thy. (oul is in Hell tormented) and ſay, How bates I batcd in- 
ftruGtion, and my beart deſpiſed reproef ? And bave not obeyed the voice of 
my Teachers, not inclined mine car to them that inftrufed me ! Prov. 19. 
20. and 5, 11,12, 13. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


An Exbortstion to the Regenerate. 


It, To give God tbe glory of that good work, which i wronght in 

them. 

I come now in the laſt place toa word of Exhortation to the 
Regenerate. If without Regeneration none can attain ſalvation, 
then O new-born creature, it highly concerneth thee to be thanks 
fall to God, and to be. feitbful to men. 

Firſt, Be thou thankful to God : What wilt thou render to the 
Lord for this great incſiimable benefit ? Is not thine heart raviſh- 
ed inthe conſideration of that good will, which took ſuch notice 
of thee a poor Worm ! Praiſe ( ſaith the Plalmiſt ) waiteth for tbee 
i Sion, Pſal. 65. 1. and well it may for ot Sion it may be ſaid, 
This .and that man was born in ber , Pial. 87.5, 6. An Heathen had 
three reaſons for which he bleſſed God, One of them was, That he 
had made. him a man, a xational creature, I am (ure thou haſt 
more cayſc to bleſs. Gag, that he hath,made thee not only a man, 
but a Chriſtian 3 ngt- only -2. rational, but a new Creature, 


- 
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They that are new-born in Sion, have inhnite reaſon to honour 


Pſal. 139, God with the Songs of Siou, If David praiſed God becaule he was 
14, 15- wonderfully made, in regard of the frame ot his body, what cauſe 


haſt thou to praiſc him for the curious workmanſhip of grace in 
thy ſoul? Thou canſt never give coo great thanks, tor whom God 
hath wrought (ach great things. Do thou lay , The Lord bath done 
great things for me, whereof I am glad, Pal. 125 3, What joy is there 
at the birth of a great Heir, ora Prince! What ringing of Bells, 
and diſcharging of Guns, and making of Bonfrres, when thoſe In- 
fants are born to many Croffcs, as welt as to Crowns nay and their 
Scepters wither, and Crowns moulder away! O the joy which 
thou maylt have in God, who art borna child of God, an heir of 
Heaven, of a Kingdom which can never be ſhaken! Do wicked 

-men keep the day of their natural birth with ſo much pleaſure and 
delight, when thcy were therein born in fin , and brought forth in 
iniquityz when by reaſon of thoſe births they are obnoxious to 
etcrnal death? And wilt thou not keep the day of thy (pirirual 
birth with joy, whereby thou art purified from thy natural -pot- 
lution, and aſſured of entrance into the purchaſed poſſcflion, where 
thoa ſhalt be pertealy purified ? 

It was the ſpeech of Fonadab to Amnon, Why art thou lean from 
day to day, being the'Kings Son ? So (ay I to thee, Why art thou ſad, 
who art Gods Son? Rejoice, O Chriſtian, thy name is written in the 
book of life, thy ſoul hath the infallible token of ſpecial and eter- 
nal love, It was matter of great joy that Chriſt was born at Betb& 
lcbem ,, Bebold T bring you good tidings of great joy ; for to you is boy 
this day in the City of David, a $.viour, which 1s Chrift the Lord, Lak. 
2,10,11. But I ccll thee, it may be matter of greater joy to thee, 
that Chriſt is born in thine heart. For notwithſtanding the birth 
of Chriſt in Bethlhem , thouſands and millions goto Hell ; but. 
Chriſt was never tormcd in any ones heart, but that man went co 
Heaven, 

It is xeported of Annello ( who lately made an infurreQion at 
Naples ) that confidering how mean he was before, and to what 
greatneſs he was raiſed, he was fo tranſported that- he could-nor 
ſleep. O how ſhould thou be tranſported with the thoughts of 
that infinite happineſs, of which thou art an heir ! Serve the Lord 
with gladneſs, come before bis preſence with ſmging , for it is be that 

bath (new) made us, and not we our ſelves z enter into bis gates with: 
th ankyeiving, and into bis court; with praiſe, be thaukfal unto bim , and 
Heſs bis name, Plal, 100, per tot. © © * Give 
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Give tbankg to God in 1bine heart, by.o# bumble admiration, and tn 
thy life by an boly converſation, 

Firſt, Give thanks nnto God in thine beart, by au bumble admiration 
of bis bottomleſs mercy, 

If David when he conlidered the glorious heavens, which God 
had made for man,crycth out ſo atfeionately, what is mn #bat thou 
ert mindful of bim, and the Son of man that thox doft thus viſit bins ? 
Pfal. 8. Surely thou, when thou confidereſt the work of grace and 
holineſs, which God hath wrought within thee, and the place of 
glory and happineſs, which he hath prepared tor thee, maytt well 
fall dowa on thy knees, and looking up to Heaven, ſay, What is man 
that thou art ſo mindful of bim ! and what am I a poor ſon of man, that 
thou doſt thus vifit me ! thou baſt made me but a little lower than the an» 
gels, and bajt crawned me with glory, and honour, with grace and holineſs. 
Who am I O Lord, and what is my houſe, that thou baſt brought me bi- 
therto ! And this was yet ſmall thing ia thy ſight, O Lord God, but thou 
haſt ſpoken of thy ſervants houſe for a great while 20 come. And: is this the 
manner. of men O Lord God? 2 Sam. 7. 18, 19. | 

Friend, let free. grace have the honour and glory of all the good 
beſtowed on thee,or expected by thee. A'as who made thee to diff-r 
from others: walt not thou in the (ate lump of clay with them that 
periſh ? now that the Potter ſhould make thee a veſſel of honour, 
to be (et upon the high (helf of Heaven ( as the Mirtyrs phraſe is ) 
when others are veſlecls oft diſhonour, and fhre-brands of Hell, hat 
not thou unſpeakable cauſe to wonder at his mercy, and good-wi!l 
towards thee ? That thy perſoa (ſhould be jultited, when others: 
are under the guilt of all their tran(greittons, is meerly trom mer- 
cy, Rom-3.24, and 5. 18, 19. The free gift came upon all to juſtific 14194 
of life, . T,hat thy natuse (hould b: fan Aihd, when others are lefe 
in their filth and pollution, is:altogether trom his-grace and tavour. 
Among whom we all had our converſation in time paſt, in tbe laſts of 
our fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind, and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as otbers, But Godwho a RICH 
IN MERCY, for ba GREAT LOVE, wherewith be loved 
us, even when we were dead in ſins, bath quickgned #s togetber with + 
Chrift : That in the ages to come, be might ſpcw the EXCEEDING. 
RICHES OF HIS GRACE, in bis kindeſs towards us, in 
Chriſt }+ſus, Eph. 2. 1, to 10, That thou (halt be. ſaved with a 
great and glorious ſalvation, when others ſhall be damned with a 


grievous and endleſs deſtruction 3 that thou ſhalt enjoy Rivers of 
pleaſures, 


ASS. 
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pleaſures, when others mult be tormented day and night; with in- 
tolerable pain, is only from Gods good pleafure, Tir. 3.3. 4. | The 
» Faith jewel which inricheth threis a gift, Fob.:4. 10, # The hand' which 
Juſtifieth receiveth it is a gift, Phil, 1. 29. It is worthy thy obſervation, how 
not 35 fy] the Spiric of God isin excluding thee and every thing in thee 
Pypoes ray from having any hand in meriting thine acceptance here, or inhe- 
which Titance hereafter 3 Not by works, Rom.g, 1 1, Not of works, Rom, +116, 
earns a Not according to works, 2 Tin. 1,9 witbout works, Rom, 4. 6. '\Now 
penny, if mercy doth all for thee, ſhould not mercy have the honour of 
but 35 a1] from thee ? What did God (ee in thee more than in others, that 
pes EE he choſe thee toglory ? What did he foreſee in thee more 'than in 
1:5 that others, that he called thee by his grace # thuu waſt not only emp- 
receiveth ty of, but contrary to all {aving-goods many a Motion of the Spi- 
an alms OT ie qidft thou negle&, many an invitation from Chriſt did thou 
9p > reject 3 how long did he ſtrive with thine untoward heart, before 
the ſoul is he conquered it ? how many a time did he call, when thou wouldſt 
juſtified not hear ? and knock when thou walt {o tar from opening,that thou 
and en- didſt bolt and bar the door againti him? How juſtly might he have 
riched: (ent thee, as well as thouſands of others to hell! what mercies didit 
thou abulc, what means of grace didſit thou mifimprove! Yet how 
did he wait upon thee by his unwearied patience, woo thee by ma- 
ny a good providence, and at laſt win thee to himſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding all thy reſiftance ! I tell thee, Tt is not in bim that willeth, 
wor in bim that runneth, but in God that ſheweth mercy, Rom. 9. 16, 
O therefore admire mercy 3 lay in thine heart, I was s blaſpbemer,T 
was a perſccutor, and injurious, but I obtained mercy, IthankGod throngb 
Feſms Chriſt my Lord. Now to the King immortal, inviſible, eternal, be bo- 
nour and glory ;, bleſſed be God who bath begotten me again, 40 a lively bope 
of an inheritance that fades not away, un Pet. 13. Wonder at Gods 
diGinguiſhing mercy, Lord, bow is it, that thou revealeſt thy ſelf to ws, 
and not ta the world! aid the diſciple, Fob.14:22. Shouldft not thou 
think, Lord, how isit that I, unworthy, ſhould be choſen when 
others are rejected !- that I ſhould be called -when other arc negle- 
Qed! thatT whe came into theworld with the (ame rage againſt 
God and godlinefs, and did many aday run with others to the ſame 
excels of riot, ſhould turn about, be in love with holineſs, -and 
run the ways of -thy commandments ;- when many others ſtill 
wallow in their wickedneſs, and are every hour haſtning unto 


Hell! Lord! bow is that thou b aft revealed thy ſelf to me; and not 20 the 
world! 


Plutarch 
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Phateveh wonders how the tig-trec, (having that cxtream bitter« 
nels in its leaves, branches; and flock, ſhould yer bring torch (weee 
fruit, Haſt thou not more cauſe towonder, how thou ſocxtream- 
ly polluted, being inthe very gall of bitterneſs by nature, and 
having a fountain of poyſon in thee, ſhouldſit ever come to bear 
good Fre, and ſend forth pleaſant: fireams ; truly, thou mayſt 

have che ſame Motto with the Olive, which groweth ia the craggy 
clifts without moiſture or rooting,” 4 Calo, From. Heaven ; Thou 
couldft never do it unleſs it were given thee from above 3 therefore, 
as thy piety came down from Heaven,ſo let thy praiſe go up to Hea- 
ven. Elizabeth wondred that the Mother of the Lord ſhould come 
uatocher houſe : O do thou ſtand amazed that the Lord of that Mo- 
ther ſhould come into thy heart ! Give thanky night and day to the 
Fatber who bath made thee meet to be partakgr of #be inberitance uf 
the Saints in light, 1 Col. 1. 12, 13, 

Secondly ,, Give thankg #0 God in thy life by an boly converſation, 
As thou ſhouldii fee thy dignity and take comtort in it 3 foalfocon- 
lider thy duty, and take care about it ; God hath done ſingular 
things for thee ; what ſingular things wilt thou do for him ? The 
life of thankfulne(s confiſteth in the chanktulnelis of thy. life. O the- 
bonds,the infinite obligations by which thou art tied to thy Szviour! 
great. things are-beſtowed on thee, and great things are expected 
trom thee; thy hife ſhould be an{werable to thy birth and breeding) 
Thou art born of "God; haſt blood-royal running in thy vcins, art 
brought vp in the nurture and' admonition of the Lord; do not 
therefore ftain the Houſe of whichthou deſcendeſt, nor diſgrace the 
Family of Faith to which thou belongeli. Should ſach a man as I flye! 
faid Nehemiah : Think. with' thy (elf; ſhould {ſuch a man as L,that am 
inrolled in the Book of life, regenerated by-the Spirit of Gud, re- 
deemed from my viin converſation with the p:cctous blood of 
Chriſty ſhonld fuch a mani'as 1 -diſhonour my Father, grieve my 
Comforter by frothy language,” unſcemly carriage, or being guilty 
of any thing in'my practices that is unſutable to my great and ho- 
nourable priviledg ! The Father-hath choſen-me to bea veſle] of 
houour, ſha I defile my (elf with the filth of fin? The Son-hath 
bought me with a veſt-fum, ſhall not 1 yield my'(elf up wholly to his 
lervice?- The Spirit hath made myheart/its habitation, and ſhall [ 
ſuffer in it the leaſt unholineſs } I can never-pay God for his boand- 
leſs love; but I will endeavour to praitc him by a {potlels lite. 


O Friend, walk worthy of the calling whezewith thou art cal- 
led, 
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led, Eph. 4. 1. There is a-comeline(s peculias to thine effeCtual. cal- 
ling: If a Scholar hath another manner of carziage than a Scullion, 
and a Courticr than a Carter furcly.a Chritlian-muli lead a difte- 
rent life from them that arc dead in tins and trefpaſlcs. 

Thy calling is bigh, Pbil. 3. 14, and therefore thou ſhouldſt walk 
above the men of the world :: Men that are called ta high Offices, 
will carry themſclves anſwerable to their places 3) Princes do not 
live like Peaſants. Thou art called £9 be a Son of God,a co-hceis with 
Chrilt, a Citizen of .$iox ;- The Son of a:King muſt, like Abſoloms, be 
without blemiſh from top;to toe z That ye may be blamel:ſs and harm- 
leſs,the Sons of God-without rebukg,Phil, 2.15. Adoption is a tranſlati- 
on out.of one-Family into another,and doth diſoblige thee trom the 
Laws of Satan and his Family,and oblige thee to the rulesand orders 
of Chriſt and his houſe, into which thou art taken, Thou axt called 
to be a King, Rev. 1. 5, It is not for Kings t0 drink Wine, nor Princes 
firong drink, Prov. 31. that is, immederately 3 ſuch a.fia is very bad 
in a SubjeR, but much worſe in a Soveraign 3 as a ſpot in Scarlet is 
worle than in Sackcloth. The tranſgreſſions of others have much 
rebellion and obſtinacy in'them ; but thy ſins have more of unkind- 
neſs and treachery, as being againſt the Covenant : Thou art called 

* toreign with Chriſt in Heaven, O walk wortby of bim that bath called 
thee unto bis Kingdom and glory,1 Theſ2.12. Thou that haſt hopes to 
be like Chriſt in glory, ſhouldit labour, as for life, to be like him in 
grace, 1 Fob. 3.3. Ceſar when he heard that Bratw conſpired againſt 

Plut. is him, would not believe it, but ſaid, He looky for this c&gn, meaning, 

vit Ful. he expeReth to be my heir,to ſucceed me in the Empire, and there 

Ca). force he will not be ſo unworthy as to plot againſt me. Reader, hath 
not Chriſt more cauſe to .cxpeRt that thy. preſent deportment 
ſhould be anſwerable te thy future preferment |! 

Thy calling is boly, 2 Tim. 1,9. and therefore thy carriage ſhould 
be holy z other callings may put glary upon a man,but cannot infuſe 
grace into a man; other callings may change thy condition, but 
this hath changed thy- diſpoſition z Thou art called tobe a Saint, 
(bouldG thou not thea live live a Saint? x Cor. 1.2. Alexander would 

- Recordare often bid a Captain of his name, Remember that vbou art called Alexan- 

nomius ger ; that the Captain remembring his name, might do nothing un- 

Alexander. ,orthy ofit : Truly,(o lay I to-thee, Remember that thou art called 
co be a Saint, to be a Chriſtian, and do not by the unexemplarine(s 
of thy life cauſe that worthy name by which thou. art called to be 
blaſphemed, 


Toy 


Thy calling it beavenly, Heb. 3, 1, and therefore thy converſation 
ſhould be in Heaven 3 it is from God, and therefore muſt lead thee 
-to God. O how fiately is the deportment of Worldlings , when 
they are called to high Employments ! How little ſhould all the 
things on Earth be in thine eyes who art fixed in Heaven ! Themi- 
ftocles walking with one by the Sea-{ide, and ſeeing a precious trea- 
ſure on the earth, ſaid to his fellow-traveller, Do thou take it wp, for 
#bow art not Themiſtocles. If the men of the world, whole portions 
are in this life, have their affeions ſet on things below, and their 
converſations on earth, remember that thy treaſure is in heaven, 
and thine heart muſt be there alſo; live as one that belongs to ano- 
ther Countrey. In a word, ſtudy, ſtrive, labour, endeavour, watch, 
pray, hear, read, meditate, that thou mayſt in private, in publick, 
upon all occaſions, in all companies, in all manner of converſation, 
ſhew forth the praiſes of bim who bath called tbee out of darkpeſs into 
bis marvellous light, x Pet. 2. 9,10. 


CHAP. XX. 


A ſecond Exhortation #0 the Regenerate, to do what they can for the 
converſion of others. | 


ry 


Econdly , As thou ſhould be thankful to God, ſo alſo faithful to 
men ; Thou art converted thy ſelf, do thine utmoſt to con- 
vert others, The Lepers coming into the Syrian Camp, and find- 
ing food enough to relieve themſclves, and many others ready to 
periſh with hunger, they firſt teafted themſelves, and afterwards ſay 
one to another, We do not well z this day is a day of good tidings , and 
we bold onr peace : if Wetarry till the morning-light, ſome miſchief will 
befall w.: now therefore tome, that we may go and tell the Kings bouſhold, 
2 Kings 7.9, The-time was when thou like the Lepers was famiſh- 
ing thy ſoul with the busks of the'world ; now God hath fed thee 
with the fat things of his houſe, doſt thou well to hold thy peace ? 
Conſider them that are pinched with hunger, and call them to 
Gods Courts; tell them what large proviſion he maketh, how the 
table is ſpread, his oxen, his fatlings arc killed, all things ready 3 
he wanteth only comers and company 3 thou doft well to = 
K k 
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hold for thy ſclfz but thou doft ill if thou with-holdeſ from. 
others. 

Iſracl was commanded to pity ſtrangers, becauſe they were 
once lirangersin the Laud of Egypt : Shouldit not thou compaſlio« 
nate them that are {trangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, aligns 
from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, carried captive by the- Devikat 
his will, conſidering that thou walt in that houſe of bondage, in as 
great flavery toSatan,and fubjctionto fin, as others; and it was 
nothing but Grace and Mexcy that. redecmed thee ? Put them in 
mind (aith the Apoſtlc) to be gentle, ſhewing all meeky eſs nnto all men. 
Why, upon what conſideration? For we our ſelves alſo were ſoms- 
zimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers lus and pleaſure — 
but after that the kgedueſs and love of God onr Saviour towards man ap- 
peared, xot by works of righteouſneſs which we bave doxe, but according #9 
bis mercy be ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, aud renewing of uhe 
Holy Ghoſt, Tir. 3. 1. 

Wicked men are like thoſe that are drowning, they catch hold 
on others; and if it be poſſible, make them fink with themſelves; 
godly men muſt be like Candles, which being lighted., - kindle 
others. 

Grace is compared to Oyl, which is of a ditfvlive (preadiag na- 
ture; and it doth like the Oyl in the Widows barrel , cncxcale by 
pouring out, the oyl never ceaſed running, till (he ceaſed pouring, 
The more thou improvelt thy little frock of Grace, the more thy 
Maſter will trutt thee with. Peter Martyr (peaketh of ſome Moun- 
tains of Salt in Cumane, which whilſt they lay common tor the good 
ot. many, never watte4, though Merchants carricd away in abun- 
dance; but when they were once ingrofled to one mans ule , they 
confumed away. He that hath greateſt layings out for God , (hall 
have greateſt comings in from God. The Loaves. encreaſcd not 
whillt they were whole in the basket, but whilſt they were breaking 
and diltributing to others. Womens Milk encrealeth by drawing 3 
it the breaſt be not drawn, it will dry up, He that ſoweth liberally, 
ſhall reap. liberally. Believe it, Friend, che only ;way-co make thy 
one pound ten pounds, is _—_ with it. Lſpeak not of ;thy 
intrudingintothe Miniſtcr's'calling, but of dealing faithtully with 
the ſouls of thy friends and relations in-thy place and calling. 

"Truly. one would think, - that every time thoy-confidereſt the 
greatul danger of poor fingers, thine: heart ſhould almoſt blecd 
witiun thee ! Jeſus Chriſt groaued and wept for dead Lazarw __ 


2 _ 
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did David mourn tor dead Abſolom! At a Funeral, though there 
be much coſt, yet there 13 no cheer , becauſe one 1s dead. What 
bowels of pity 
ritually, nay dying eternally ! Doſt thou not remember, there was 
atime when no eye pitied thee, when God piſſed by thee, and ſaw 
thee polluted in thine own blood! yea, when thou waſt in thy 
blood, he ſaid unto thee, Live z behold that time was the time of 
love to thy ſoul : Canſt thou now behold others wallowing in their 
pollutions, weltring ia their ſoul-blood, and thine eyes nor atfeR 
hips pepet with pity to them ! Eſpecially we that are Parents, 
Id uſe all means for the Regeneration of our Children and 
Relations: Ie beve # litte ſiſter that bath no breafts, what Þh21l we ao 
for ber ? Said the Jews, Cant. 8.3. Have not we little children that 
have no Chriſi, no Hope, no Grace ! O what ſhall we do for them 
in the day that they ſhall be ſpoken for? When Sampſon had forind 
boney in the carkals of the lyon,he did not only eat himſelf, but car- 
ricd ſome to his Father and Motherzthou haft fourd honey & (weet- 
ney in tbe carkaſsof the Lion of the Tribe of 7»dab, in a cruciticd 
Chriſt 3 wilt thou not endeavour that thy xclations and fricnds 
may ſhare with thee ? | 
Friend, Canſt thou think without trembling, on the unhatiiral- 
neſs of molt Fathers and Mothers towards their Children! All their 
care is to get earth enough for them, but never mind the inſtating 


: 


ouldſt thou have towards them that arc dead {pi- | 


them in heaven: the Oſtrich leaves her eggs in the earth,and warm» Job 3g, 
eth them in the duſt, where the foot cruſheth them , and the wild 14, 15+ 


beaſt breaks them. Thus worldly men warm the fruit of their bo- 
dies in the carth, are diligent to leave them duſt enough, but con- 
fider not that the foot of Gods fury will crufh them, and the roar- 
ing Lion devour them, if they be not regenerated.O the many ſoul- 
murders which worldly Parents commit ! But if thou art born a+ 
gain, I am perſwaded, nay I am confident of better things of theez 
thou darcki not but teach thy ſons Gods ways, and labour that thy 
ſervants may be converted to him. Chriſtianity doth not diminiſh, 
but reRific thy natural affeQtion, it cauſeth thee to love thy rclati- 
ons, not leſs, but better than thou didſt before : Grace makes thy 
love to run out towards their fouls, and their ſpiritual and cternal 
good. O what an honour and priviledg is it, that thou mayſt be in- 
firumental for the ſaving of fouls, Fam, 5. 2. «lt, which that thou 
maylt-be, take theſe three words for thine help. 
ris, Be ſure that thou ſee them « good pattern ; let thy life be ſo 
4 3 UW cxaQ, 
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exact, that others may write after thy copy with credit. Look on 
thy ſelf as new-bora tor this end, that thou mighteſt adorn the 
DoQrine of God thy Saviour. Parents and Maſters arc ofccn au- 
thentick patterns toall their iaferiors 3 their zcal will provoke ma- 
ny; and'if they fall, as tall cedars they beat down many ſhrubs. O 
therefore do nothing of which thou mayſt not ſay to thy family and 


Judg-7.17 neighbours, as Gideon to his Soldiers, Look on me, and do likewiſe.kt is 


reported of the Hares of Scythia,ithat they teach rheir young ones 
to leap from bank to bank, from rock to rock., by leaping before 
them, which otherwiſe they would never learn; and by this means 
when they arc hunted, no beaſts can overtake them.. Do thou ſet 
others a pattern, in the performance of duties, and in the exerciſe 
of graces, that others learning, by thine example,- may thereby be 
(ecurcd from Satan the great deltroyer. 

The Moral is good of the Fable : The old Crab bid the young 
one go forwards; Shew me the way, ſaith the young Crabzthe Mo- 
ther gocth backward and fideling 3 the Daughter followeth her,ſay- 
ing, Lo, I go juft & you do,, Truly thus thy little ones will quickly 
imitate thy doings. Be carctful therefore how thou liveſt, walk cir- 
cumſpecly, conhider of every expreflion and ation, not only whe- 
ther it be lawful, but alſo whether it be expedient and exemplary. 

Thy religious pattern may do more good than che Miaifter's 
prong z they preach with their lips one day in a week; but thou 

y thy life preachc(t all the week long, 1 Pet. 2.12, ' Have thy 'con- 
verſation honeſt among others, that chey tay glocritic God in the 
day of th-ir viſitation, 1 Pet.2 12. 

Secondly, Let thy prayers be conflant andinflant for their regenera- 
tion, How can I ſee the death of my child 7 (aid Hagar. Alas, how canſt 
thou ſce the eternal death of thy dear children ! When thou kneel- 
eſt to prayer with thy wite, children, and'(crvants , and confidereſt 
that death will ſhortly break up thy houſe, and then heaven & hell 
will claim their que; the regenerate ſhall. go to heaven, the unrege> 
rate to hell ; thou and they who live together,are likely to be part- 
ed afunder for ever. Good Lord, how ſhouldit thou pray for them? 
with what fervency, with what importunity? Thou art new-born, 
and knoweft that hell and heaven are no jeſting matters 3 doth not 
thine heart ake tothink that any of thine ſhould dwel in everlaſting 

burnings; O'go to Chrift as the Centurion for his fick child,Sir come 


Joh. 4.2 9.d40w1 ere my .cbilddye. Lord, come down ere my poor children dic tor 


ever, And as the woman of Canaen, Have merey os me , O-Lord, thou 
Fr” Sos. 
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of Divid, my dawghter it grievonſly vextd with « devil + Lord bilp me. 
few Doo g, belp them. Lord pity poor Heron ne 

t r Son in them, Thas cafry thy little children to Jeſus 
Chriſt; ad intreat him to put his hands -ofi them, and blefs them. 
Honnob by prayer obtained'a Samuel; *O ler 'us pray hard; that ell 
our f6ns may be as gracious 2s Samnel,- and all our da rs as full 
of gdod works'ss Dorcas, Zertobon (aid, he never prayed that his fon 
might live long, 'but that he might live well. Awftin was a child 
of many prayers, and did not periſh. 

Thirdly, Do thine endeavour to regenerate them, by inftrudting 
them inthe precepts of God. David and Bathfheba were otten dropping 
inſtruQion into their ſon S»/omon, 1 Chron. 28, g, Prov 4.3. to 10. 
Pious education hath made an hdppy renovation in ſeveral ſouls, 
Teath a child the trade in bis youth, and be ſhall not depart from it when 
be is old, Prov, 22. 6. Others teach their children to lie, and ſteal, 
and to curſe and (wear. I have read a ſtory of a wick:d mother, 
that perſwaded her daughter to yield to the lult of a rich man, in 

that he would marry her ; the daughter did yield, but quickly. 
aftcr fell ſick and died; the mother hereupon fell diltra&tcd, and 
cried out often, O my dangbters ſoul, O my daughters ſoul ! I bave 
murtbered my daughters ſoul. It others cntice their relations to un» 
cteanneſs, hall not we encourage ours to holineſs! Whillt this 
world laſteth,. the Devil will have ſervants z many, many fathers 
bring up their children to his hand. O wilt not thou endezvour 
that when thou art dead, thy little ones may. be a generation a» 
riſing to praiſe God ! Trulyy thy leve-to God mult needs oblige 
thee to do thine utmoſt, that his.valt perfecions, and infinite ex- 
cellencics may be declared. and admired througthouc all genera- 
tions, 

Melan@hon on a day of prayer went out a little from his com- 
pany very forrowfal, al returned in a ſhort time to them very 
joytulz of which Lztber asking him the reaſon, he gave this ac- 
count, That there were young Captains training up ( for he had 
heard many children learning and- repeating their ſound Cate- 
chiſm ) which would defend the cauſe of Chriſt; The good man 
was extreamly cheered, that though the Pape and Emperor ſought 


to undermine the true Religion, yet young children were learning. 


to defend it. Sure Lam, thou wilt dye with the more comtort, it 
thou canſt have hopes, that after-thy deceaſe the bleſſed God (hall 
be exalted, and his Goſpel propagated. in: the place where thou 
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houſc be,;,it the gracious mol pattern, 

aud, Lg pe oper? 4 as ſhow þ hs he be: ) thy.wite 1; [ot the 
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and»{parkls, with'che light gnd\heat of real holivel” may all ſring 


of if Er $50, Look on thy childrev, —, neighbours,. as 


afſeugers wy '4 and do: thou. with: thy ſelow-convcrts, row 
ji make ule of all winds, impraye.cvcry opportunity to land 
them all ſafely at the Haven of H 
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An Kiphabetical Table, of the mott principal matters contained it 
D this Treatiſe, 


A 

| r AﬀeQions: by nature are corrupt, Page 17. The Aﬀeions the 
' renewed jn regeneration, 18. Good Aﬀections yot alway; 4 fight of 
regeneration, 54, 55. Aﬀiance on Chrift what it ir, 205,206, AMlictioits 
ſometimes inftrumentsl for regeneration,S. AﬀiQions will try men, 80,8, 
AffliQtions. makg wicked men worſe, 128, Atlictions are ſandlified ts the 
regenerate, 144. Chriffians are bonnd to labour for Aſſurance, 76, Vi 
It is poffible, for the + AS to be Aſſurcd of thiir Salvation, provet by 

ſeveral Arguments, v4, 85, 36, <2 


He Body i renewed in Regeneration, 20, The Body of man is a curj< 
ow piece; 176. God alone can enable a mait to Believe, 7, 67, 


FR is a great Change wrought in Regeneration, 3; 12, 13. . Two 
Changes abſolutely Keeefary in all that would be ſwid, 28,29 
Chriſt ; willing to infirut and enconrage for ſmttery. 4."Chrilt ic the 
only way to Heaven, 26. Chriſt dyed to. purchaſe bojineſs for all thoſe 'for 
whom be purchaſed Heaven, 17, 29, 174. The Damned ſee the worth of 
Chriſt by wofel _—_— 130, Na t0'be kept from Chrilt, or car= 
ricd 30 Chrifl, by aboſe that would cle with bim, 2:36, 237. The ſaved 
know the worth, of | hriſt by bafpy experience, 165. Civyity to figu-of 
Regeneratien, 40, A Civil man x converted with minch diffieutty, 69; 70. 
Conhidence of a mans good eftate is not a ſure fign of Regeneration, 50, 34, 
The'Conicience is renewed in Regeneration, 16.. To follow the Dillates of 
& natural Conſcience, is wot a ſare fign of Regeneration, 53. Conftidera- 
tion. is a ſpecial belp #0 Reganeration, 113, 114. Conviction wrought be- 
fore converſion, 200.. What Convidtion is, 265. The Spirit when'hy cqp- 
verteth a ſmner, Convinceth bim of four things : Of: bis ſins, 206. 

bis miſery, 208.. Of the inſufficiency of all things in the world to belp bin, 

2/31. Of the willingneſs, ſutableneſs, andſufficiency of Jeſus Chriff, 214 

The finner rightly Convinced pantetb exceedingly after Fefis Chritt, 


216, 217, Our Creation is an obligation toobeditnee, 197. 


| | D | . 
En Deceive themſelves in thinking ta'get to Heaven wirbout Rege- 
. Heratzon, 30,31. Death will try men throghly, $2, Dtath may 
well be terrible to the nregenerater 122, Death ill be-comfertable #1 the 
_ regenerate, 146. | A man. 
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eA man may abound in Dutics end yet be witregenerate, 44, 45. Wicked 
men fin in performing Datiecs, 130. Though unregenerate perſons fin in 
Duties, yet they muſt not negled] thee, 253. Vide Ordinanccs, 


Od Ele&eth fo ſandification, whom be eledeth fo ſaloation, 3I, The 

G Objedion, If 1 am Electcd, I ſhall be ſaved howeverl live, an- 
ſwered, 240. Our E)cQtion enſared by enſuring our vocation, 77. Thi tors 

ments of Hell are Eternal, 138. The Saints bappineſs iii Heaven is - 
nal, 171; The Equity of living #» _ 196, to 203. 


_— difference between Faith and preſumption, 33. Faith wrought in 
the ſoul when it is regenerated, 212, Faith is weakat firſt, 220, 
True Faith accepteth Chrift as a Lord, 221, The wnſpeakable Folly of fin- 


mers, in not turning to God, 174. 


TH free Grace of God, the only moving cauſe of Regeneration, $. The 
Glory of God, #be fnobcouſ: of Regeneration, 23. How its accom- 
pliſhed, 24, 25, Communion with God on earth, required in all that 
would get to beaven, 33. The wrath of God kw wn fully in Hell, 134. 
The good word of Godiy men no ſignof Regeneration, 48, That God will 
| be the God of bis penple, is an unconceivable mercy, 152, to 156. All 
Godly men grow in Grace, 107. Not always alike, 109. Not all alike, 109, 
Gifts no ſign of Grace, 107. Gifts aud Grace differ much, 74. 
H 


Eaven not ſo eafily obtained, as the ſleepy world thinks for, 63, to 
H 63. Heavens bappineſs deſcribed largely, 159. Hells borror de- 
ſeribed in fixpartieulars, 133. Hypocrites not converted without much 
difficulty, 70, 71, Hypocrites are partial in their obedience, 103. Hypo- 
crites bave wſually ſome beloved fin, 97. | 


| [2—urmaony the firſt thing wrought in order t4 Regeneration, 14, 203 

The Im2ge of Godis the patternof regeneration, 21, The excellency 

of Gods Image, 177, K 

TH Kingd nm f God twofold, 4. 4 man may be Knowing axd yet 
unregenerate, ib, A perſon regenerated is tanght the Knowledg 

both of God and. ſin, 14, 15, 16. | 


.M 
J* Memory renewed in regeneration, 37, Miniſters ought 10 ju- 
firws their people in the nature of Regeneration, 5. 


Old 
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L4 farmers are not regenersted withows much difficulty, R 
Saints mind Ordinances for the death of fin, 9 _ Opto 7 
are delightful to +be the regenerate, 100, 104. Ordinances are curſes to 
them that continue in fin, 11g: Ordinances #reprofit able to Sxint ;, 148, 
149. Atrendence on Ordinances « great bel t0 gdmaries, 240. A 
Ordindiices { nbich arr cmwertinng ) to be minded by juch a5 woutd be 
regetier#ted, 241. Ordinances majt be minded with ſeriouſneſs, 24 4. With 
confliniey, 245. with expeiiance of a bleſſing from God, 247. Vide Deties. 


T 9 jy" with this or that Party, nofign of Regoneration, 56. Good Pat- 
terns belpfid-40 comvertt men, 268. Perſeverance in Grace the por- 
ton of al{ theregenerate, 151, Oar: Preſervation anobligetion to free 
God, 138, The bare ngoymens of ſperreinal Priviledges 1 ſign of Rege- 
neration, 41, 42- 4 great Protcilion wo ſign of Regeneration, 3$, The 
Promiſes of ſalvation b. long only to th. Regenerate, 32, 194. The preci= 
5 of the Promiſes, 15 1.: Hil thr Promiſes are the regenerate; mans 
portion, ib. The grea# Po unite, 193: | The full extent of \tbe Promiſes 
ſhalt be $yiown $095 ir ( beaver, 169, 170. Onur Promiles to God muſt be 
mixed, -200; Proſperity tryrtb four men, $0; Proſperity is curſed 10 
men out of Chrlſt, 3 291,11 Gods NR are bleſſed to tbe regene- 
rate, 14%. _ _. | 
VN os Regencration there un be no ſalvation; 5.6, har Rege- 
oF netdtion- is; 6; $9, 99" ration called a ;renewing is 10 
reſp vr. BR egineration- the wiv le man 3s revewrd, 1 3, Princip ally 1be 
bmey via, 14. How Regeneration and Saudificetion differ, 23. Rege- 
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for the other world dependeth on bi# Regeneration, 73. Regeneration 
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Gods end in bu work, 884. Þ wv +beſpecizl workaf God DimſeIf, 1Syg. The 
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Theſe Books following are printed for, and ſold by Thomas Parkhurſt 
at the three Crowns and Bible-'at the lower end of m_ de, near 
Mercers' Chappet. 


Folid's. 
He Heſtory of the Evangelical Charches of the Valleys of Pied- 
mont, By Samuel Morland. 
A Comementary apon Fob, Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes and;the 
Song of Songs, by Fobn Mayer. 
Exemplary Novels. 
An Expoſition upon the ticſt Epiſtle of Foha, by Fobn Cotton, 
An Expoſition upon. the ſecond - Epiſtle to the- Corinthians, by 
Richard Sibs. 
Divine CharaQters by. Fobn Grooch, 
Drarts” f, 
An Expolition upon the ninetcen; laſt Chapters: of; Ezekzet,, by 
William Greenbil, 
An Expoſition on the firſt'eighteen verſes of Fobn, by Fo. Arrow- 
mith, 
, An Expoſition on the book of Canticles, by R. R1botham. 
A Treatiſe (hewing the right ordering of the Bze, by Samnel 
Purchas. 
An Expoſition on the 15, 16, 17. Chapters of Fob, by F. Caryl, 
An Expoſition on the 32, 33, 34. Chapters, by the lame Author, 
An Exhortation from the Churches of Bobemia to the Church 
of England, by Jobn Amr Comenins, 
Oftavs's. 
Tentations 3 their nature, their danger, their cure, to which is 
added his Remains, by R. Capel. 
A Wedding ring fig for the tinger,, together with the Non-ſuch 
Profcflor, by William Seckar. 
'Fob. Am, Comenii ſchola, Ludus ſen Encuclopedia viva, i. e. Fanue: 
Linguarum praxis Comice. 
A Bridle tor the Tongue, by Will. Gearing, 
A plain anſwer to this Practical Q1eftion, What courſe 8 Chtiftian 
may take to bave bis beart Em” in tbe duty of ſecret prayer, by Rich, 
he late of Kingſtone, Ti 
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"The : Proteſtants Triumph + wherein the divinicy, excelleticy, 
antiquity and certainty of our Religion is afſerted againſt the Pa» 
piſts, by Charles Drelingcourt. | 

The godly mans _—_ in fiye Scrmons, with Mrs, Moors Evi- 
—— tor Heaven, by Ed. Calamy, . 

A practical Diſcourſe of Prayer, wherein is handled che nature 

and duty of Prayer, by 'T. Cobbet. 

The Rudiments oft Gramar by F. Sherley, 

The gale of opportunity, and _ Diſciple by T: Froiſak. 

Catechifing Gods Ordinance, » by Z, Crofton. 

PFrofpering prophancnels provoking holy conference, jn {erers 
Sermons on Mal, 3. 15, 16, 17. by the (ame'Author, 

Moſes unveylted, by W ll. Guild. 

Thi Rightcous mans Tower, by Fer. Dike. 

Wilful-impenity the grofleſt felf-murder, by F. Fenxer. 

Four profitable Treatiſes by the C:me Author. | 

Mount Ebal levelled, or a Redemption from the Crofs, by El. 
Wales, with Mr. Colamies Epittic, 

Chriſt a Chriftiaas only '(gaiv, by R. Yiner. 

A Brcaſt-plate for the heart, by F, Turner, 
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